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COUNTIES. 

CHAPTER X. 

AN ..t\CT TO DEFINE TlIE BOUNDARIES OF TllE COUNTIES OF 

TIIE TERRITORY, AND TO ORGANIZE TIIE COUNTIES OF 
TURNER, HUTCHINSON, HANSON AND BUFFALO, .AND FOR 
OTIIER PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted by the Le,giilaii'De .Assemhly of the Territory of 
Dakota: 

Boundarteeor SECTION 1. The county of Union shall be bounded and de-
union co11n17. 

•b··.:i ti ll . B . • • • th t sen � as o ows, to-wit: egmnmg at a pomt m e cen er
of the main channel of the Missouri river, opposite the mouth 
of the Big Sioux river; thence westerly up the center of said 
main channel to the west boundary of range fifty west of the 
5th prl:ncipa.l meridian; thence northward along said range 
line to the northwest corner of township ninety-five north, 
range fifty west; thence east along the north line of township 
ninety-five, to the center of the main channel of the Big Sioux 
river; thence southward along the said main channel to the 
place of beginning. 

Boundarleeor SEC. 2. The countv of Clay shall be bounded and described 
Cla7count7, fi 11 B • • • t b th t f U • ty as o ows: egmmng a t e sou wes corner o mon coun , 

thence westerly up the center of the main channel of the Mis
souri river to the west boundary of range fifty-three, thence 
north along said range line to the northwest corner of town 
ninety.five, range fifty-three; thence east along the north line 
of town ninety-five to the northwest corner of Union CQunty; 
thence south along the west boundary of Union county to the 
place of beginning. 
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SEC. 3. The county of Yankton shall be bounded and de-
y
:»:::,!ane■ or 

scribed as follows: Beginning at the southwest corner of coant1, 
(,1ay county, thence westerly up the main channel of the Mis-
souri river to the west boundary of range fifty-seven; thence 
north along the said range line to the northwest comer of 
town ninety-six north, and range fifty-seven west; thence east 
along north line of town ninety-six to the .northwest corner of 
said town ninety-six, and range fifty-three; thence south 
along the west boundary of Lincoln and Clay connties to the 
I lace of beginning. • 

SEC. 4. The county of Bon Homme Rhall be bounded and de- 0,Boi::t::'me 
scribed as follows: Beginning at the southwest corner ofcoantJ. 

Yankton county; thence westerly up the main channel of the 
:Missouri river to Choteau Creek, on the eastern boundary of 
the Yankton Sioux Indian Reservation; thence northward 
along the eastern boundary of said Reserve to th" north line 
of township ninety-six; thence east along said township line 
to the northwest corner of Yankton county; thence south 
along the west boundary of Yankton county to the place of 
beginning. 

SEC. 5. The county of Charles Mix shall be bounded and 
0
�::rt:'�,z 

described as follows: Beginning at the southwest corner of coant1.
Bon Homme county, thence up the center of the main channel 
of the Missouri river to the north line of township one bun: 
dred north; thence east along said township line to the west 
boundary of range sixty; thence south along said range line 
to the north boundary of Bon Homme county; thence along 
the north and west boundary of Bon Homme county to the 
place of beginning: PrO'Dided, That these boundaries shall in Pron■o. 

no wise be construed to interfere with the established limits of 
the Yankton Sioux Indian Reserve and the county seat of 
said county shall be established at Felicia Fallas' Rancbe. 

SEC. 6. The county of Buffalo shall be bounded and de- �:#.i4:'-' 
scribed as follows: Beginning at the northwest comer ofeonnt1. 
Charles Mix county, thence up the center of the main channel 
of the Missouri river to the western boundary of the Territory 
of Dakota; thence north along said western boundary to the 
British Possessions; thence east along the International 
boundary to the ninth guidt, meridian, between range sixty-
six and sixty-seven; thence south along said guide meridian 
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to the north line of Charles Mix county; thence west along 
said county boundary to the place of beginning. 

0,1�:rc«:.�:U SEc. 7. The county of Hutchinson shall he bounded and de-
. c,unty. . scribed as follows: Beginning at the northwest corner of 

Charles Mix county; thence south along the east boundary of 
said Charles Mix county to the north line of Bon Homme 
county; thence east along the north boundary of said Bon 
Homme and Yankton counties to the west line of range fifty
five; thence north along said range line to the north bounda
ry of town one hundred; thence west along said township line 

Boandarlea 
of Union 
county. 

to the place of beginning. 

SEc. 8. The county of Turner shall be bounded and de-
scribed as follows: Beginning at the southeast c.orner of 
Hutchinson county; thence north along the east boundary of 
said county to the north line of town one hundred; thence 
east along said township line to the west boundary of range 
fifty-one; thence south along said range line to the north line 
of Clay county; thence west along said county line to the ease 
boundary of Yankton eounty; thence north along said east 
boundary to the northeast corner of Yankton county; tbenee 
west along north boundary pf said county to the place of be
ginning. 

Ll
Boun

1 
tarle•

1

°r SEc. 9. The county of Lincoln shall be hounded and de-
nco n COUD 1 

scribed as follows: Beginning at the southeast corner of Tur-
ner county; thence north along the eai:st line of said Turner 
county to the north boundary of town one hundred; thence 
east along said township line to the centel' of the main chan
nel of·the Big Sioux river; thence southerly along the center 
of said main channel to the northeast corner of Union county; 
thence west along the north line of Union and Clay counties 
to the place of beginning. 

Bouudarleaot SEC. 10. The county of Minnehaha shall be bounded and 
lll nnehaba • • 
conn,,. described as follows: Begmnmg at the southwest corner of 

the state of Minnesota; thence north along the west boundary 
of said state to the north line of township one hundred and 
six; thence west along said town line to the 7th guide meri
dian, between ranges fifty-two and jtifty-three; thence south 
along said guide meridian to the north line of town one hun
dred; thence east along said township line to the place of be
ginning. 
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SEC. 11. The county of Brookings shall be bounded and de- B.!:�:;!'• 0' 

scribed at follows: Beginning at the northwest corner of Min- couu,,. 

nehaha county; thence north along the seventh guide meri-
dian to the no1·th line of town one hundred and twelve; thence 
east along said town line to the western boundary of the stata 
of' Minnesota; thence south along said state boundary to the 
northeast comer of Minnehaha county; thence west along 
north line of said county to the place of beginning. 

SEc. 12. The county of Duel shall be bounded and described Du�':�'ii�;� or 

as follows: Beginning at the northwest corner of Brookings 
county; thence north along the seventh guide meridian to the 
forty-sixth parallel of north latitude; thence east along said 
46th parallel to the western boundary of t11e state of Minne-
sota; thence southward along the said state boundary to the 
northeast corner of Brookings county; thence west along the 
north line of said county to the place of beginning. 

SEC. 18. The county of Pembina shall be bounded and de- �;�eeor 
scribed as follows: Beginning at the northeast corner . of couuty. 

Duel county on the 46th parallel of north latitude; thence 
north along the western boundary of the state of Minnesota. 
to the northeast corner of the Territory of Dakota; thence 
west along the International boundary to the ninth guide 
meridian; thence south along said meridian to the forty-sixth 
parallel of north latitude; thtmce east along said parallel to 
the place of beginning. 

SEO. 14. The county of Hanson shall be bounded and de- U:,:,i:.4::::f:
scribed as follows: Beginning at th� southwest corner of 
Minnehaha county; thence north along the west boundaries ot

Minnehaha, Brookings and Duel counties to the south line of 
Pembina county; thence west along the said county boundary 
on the 46th parallel to the ninth guide meridian, between 
ranges sixty-six and sixty-seven; thence south alo.ag said 
ninth guide meridian to the north line of Charles Mix county; 
thence east along the north boundary of Charles Mix, Hutch-
inson and Turner counties to the place of beginning. 

SEC. 15. T. J. Maxwell, John Brey, and Henry Maxwell
8

0t11cenor
h 11 b . • . d Ch H 

• utcbblloa
s a e county comm1ss10ners, an as. . Greno, register couag

te4
, 

of deeds for Hutchinson county, and thec.ounty seat is hereby appo 

temporarily located on Sec.--, T. 97, R. 58, and shall be 
known and designated as Maxwell City. 
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11!:c,C::,.C:!n,,. Geo. E. Vernon, G. H. Whetmore, and John Caffrey, shall 
appointed. be county commissioners, and J. Q. Burbank, register of 

deeds of said Hanson county, and the county seat of said 
county shall be temporarily located at old Fort James, and 
shall be known and designated as Rockport. 

omc,.not Henry Waller, John Reeves, and George Cheatam shall be
BnfflaloconntJ t • . d G T• • f d d appointed. conn y comm1ss10ners, an eo. 1mms, register o ee s of 

Buffalo county, and the county seat is hereby temporarily 
located at White Earth City, near the mouth of White Earth 
river. 

omceenot Wm. ,v. Aurner, Valentine P. Thielman and Lewis H. 
;;;:r:,:�::,: Elliott, shall be county commissioners, and C. S. Scott, shall 

be register of deeds of Torner county, and the county seat is 
hereby located on the southeast quarter of section nine, T. 97, 
range 53, and shall be known and designated as Swan Lake 
City, and the commisssioners aforesaid shall qualify as such, 
on or before the first day of J nne, 1871; and when so qualified 
shall have the authority to appoint all other necessary and 
proper officers for their respective counties, and the said coun
ty commissioners and the other officers appointed by them 
shall hold their respective offices until the next general elee
tion, and until their successors shall he duly elected and qual
ified, and shall possess all the rights and powers and perform 
all the duties appertaining to their offices respectively. And 
in case of a failure to qualify as above provided, and within 
th-, time aforesaid, then in that case, it shall be the duty of 
the Governor, and he is hereby authorized to appoillt in the 
stead of such as shall fail to qualify suitable and proper per
sons, and the persons so appointed shall qualify according 
to law, and shall possess all the powers and perform all the 

ProYIIO. duties incumbent by law on them as such officers: Pr<YDided.

that this act shall not be construed to interfere in any man
ner with the present boundaries of Todd and Gregory 
counties. 

eoo111ct1n1r SEC. 16. All acts and parts of acts heretofore enacted, which 
act• repealed. 

relate to the boundaries of counties in conflict with this act 
are hereby repealed. 

Bow certain SEO. 17. ,vhenever the words " Dakota county" occur in
woNl•tobe ed d • hi • 
con11rned. any of the laws pass urmg t s session of the Legislative 
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Assembly, such words shall be construed in law to mean Han· B
rd
0w

1
cer_t�•n 

WO B O"" 

son county in conformity with this act. con•trued. 

SEC. 18. This act shall take effect and be in force from and wI�keell'ect,

after its passage and approval by the Governor. 
Approved, January 18th, 1871. 

CHAPTER XI. 

AN ACT CREATING THE Ol!'FICE OJ!' COUNTY CLERK, AND FO.R 
OTHER PU.RPOSF.S. 

Bt; it enacted by the LegulatiTJe Assembly of the Te:rriwru of 
Dakota: 

SECTION 1. The registers of deeds in and for theil· respective de�t•:�':.1
°� 

counties, shall be ex-officio county clerks, and shall have the :!:'n�1
:1erte. 

power to take the acknowledments of deeds and other instru-
ments. 

SEC. 2. Section eighty-nine of chapter twenty-five of the act ac�r:b�
ertaln 

entitled, .An Act Concerning Revenue, approved January 12th, conairued. 

1869, shall apply to the Territory of Dakota, and section 
eighty-eight of said act, to apply to Yankton city only. 

SEC. 3. In section ten of the above act, when the words oc- Amendment. 

cur," second Monday of April" said time shall be changtd 
to the first Monday of April. 

SEC. 4. This act shall be in force 
its passage and approval. 

Approved, December 80th, 1870. 
62 

and effect from and after To take effl!ct 
wben. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

A.N ACT DEFINING TUE MANNER OF ORGANIZING UNORGAN• 
IZED COUNTIES IN DAKOTA TERRITORY. 

Be it enacted by tlte Legislal,i'oe Assenwly of the Territory of 
Dakota: 

or!:!T:!4°' 11n• SECTION 1. Whenever the voters of any unorganized county
mri�1;:l..J:;in this Territory shall be equal to fifty or upwards, and they 
�i��rcan1za. shall desire to have said county organized, they may petition 

the Governor of the Te1Titory, that they have the requisite 
number of voters to form a county organization, and request 
him to appoint the officers specit1ed in the next section of this 
act. 

er!::�0°!�"- SEC. 2. Whenever the voters of any unorganized county in 
r:!:.!.f:.�!�ra. the Territory shall petition the Governor, as pro\·ided in the 

first section of this art, and the said Governor shall b� satis
fied that such county bas fifty legal voters, it shall be the doty 
of the Governor and he is hereby authorized to appoint thret: 
county commissioners for such county, who shall hold their 
office until the first general election thereafter, and until their 
successors shall be el�ted and qualified. 

Comml•1lo11- s 8 s 'd t . . ft 1 • l"fied en to apct EC. . al conn y comm1ss10ners a er 1avmg qua 1 
certain° ,., according to law shall appoint all the county officers of said 

county required hY. law. who, after having qualified, shall hold 
their office until the next general election and until their suc
cessors shall have been elected and qualified. 

Location or SEC. 4. The county commissioners appointed under this act 
COIIDtJ-t, 

shall have the power to !orate the county seat of such county 
temporarily 

..... Po
rr1

rt,1on■ or SEC. 5. Such portions of the Territory not organiied into 
,., Ol'J ID• 

�-�xed roreer- counties as are annexed to any organized county, shall for ,_a parpo■el, 

When to 
take eft'ecc. 

judicial and other purposes be deemed t.o be \\ithin the limits 
and & part of the county to which. they are annexed. 

SEC. 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after it.s passage. 

Approved, January 11th, 1871. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

AN AcT TO PROVIDE FOR FILLl:NO V AC.ANCIES IN TIIE BOARD 
Ol!' COUNTY COMMISSIONERS • 

Be it -enacted by the Legi.slaHoe Assenwly of the Territorg of 
Dakota: 

411 

SECTION 1. That when a vacancy occurs in the board of Vacancle■ In 
. . 

f . h• T 
. . 

h ll 
boardofconnlJ 

county COIDffilSSIOners O any COUnty ID t IS err1tory 
I 
It S a commlealo

1
n

1
-
4 er■,bow II • • 

be the duty of the chairman of said board of county commis-
sione1s, with the judge of probate and register of deeds, at 
their next regular or special meeting, to appoint some suitable 
person for the district where the vacancy occurs. And when 
such person so appointed shall qualify as provided by law, 
such vacancy shall be considered filled until the next regular 
election. 

SF.c. 2. All acts and parts of acts conflicting with the pro- con111c1a11ng 
• • • 

acte repe ed. 
v1s1ons of this act, are hereby repealed.

SEC. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and ,.:11:G..!;. 
after its passage and approval. 

.A.pproved, January lath, 1871. 
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