
 

 
 

 
March 16, 2021 

 
House Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Committee Chairman David Monson 
P.O. Box 8 
Osnabrock, ND 58269-0008 
dmonson@nd.gov 
 
From:  Anthony Dudas, Airport Director, Williston Basin International Airport, Train ND 
Northwest Advisory Board Member 
 
Subject:  Support for TrainND Specific UAS Training Appropriation in SB 2018 
 
To the Honorable Chairman Monson and Committee, 
 
The State of North Dakota has placed significant investment into the Vantis network to allow 
civilian unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) to operate beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) in the 
same airspace as manned aircraft.   
 
I believe it is critical the State make continued investment into Vantis as well as training 
individuals within the industry to operate within its network.  TrainND Northwest is uniquely 
situated in the heart of the energy industry, which I believe will be an early adopter of this 
technology to enhance efficiency and be a value add to their business in North Dakota.   
 
In order to take full advantage of this infrastructure investment, training qualified UAS 
operators is paramount.  The potential career opportunities BVLOS presents are exponential, 
including pilots, aircraft maintenance, and more.  BVLOS operations will take place in the same 
airspace as manned aircraft which will require significant safety and regulatory training.  It will 
be very important to the industries adopting UAS technology to have qualified and 
knowledgeable personnel available to perform the necessary operations safely and efficiently.   
 
I ask that you support TrainND Northwest’s one-time appropriation request of $1 million to 
make this training program a reality and support ongoing job creation in the energy industry. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Anthony Dudas C.M. | Airport Director 
City of Williston | Williston Basin International Airport 

14127 Jensen Ln. Suite 200, Williston, ND 58801 

P. 701-875-8594 | F. 701-875-8599 

anthonyd@ci.williston.nd.us 


		2021-03-16T18:31:53-0700
	Agreement certified by Adobe Sign




