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Mr. Chairman and committee members, I am Lynn Brackel, chairman of the 
Bowman County Commission, and a member of the ND County Commissioners 
Association Legislative Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in 
support of funding for the radio equipment necessary to communicate on the new 
SIRN network. 
 
I am testifying today to speak about the communication needs of emergency 
services in counties like Bowman and the 12 other counties that border South 
Dakota and Montana and therefore have increased needs for radio 
communications. 
 
We certainly support the intent of HB 1146—to restore the original anticipated 
cost-share on radios for the many volunteer ambulance and fire responders, as 
well as public works and emergency managers. However, we believe that the 
authorized state cost-share structure is insufficient—particularly in counties like 
Bowman. 
 
Our responders MUST have dual-band radios as we regularly must communicate 
and coordinate with responders from South Dakota and Montana. This was obvious 
very recently with a wildfire in Adams County and South Dakota with 40 mph winds. 
There were 13 Fire Departments from South Dakota and 10 Fire Departments from 
North Dakota. Bowman had 3 fire trucks and 8 men working the fire. (See 
Attachment of the Lemmon Fire Dept. press release) 
 
Below is a history of past shared incidents with adjoining states: 
 

• National Grasslands fire 2015 south of Hettinger in SD. 
National Forest Service set a control burn and lost control and burned 12,000 
acres of grasslands. Responders: Hettinger, Reeder and SD Lemmon, Bison 
and Lodgepole. 

• Bucyrus grass fire 2012 on the border of SD. Burned 3 houses and 3-4,000 
acres of grass and cropland. Total amount of damages is $3 million. 

• Deep Creek Fire 2004 west of Amidon in the badlands burned 10,000 acres. 
• Long Pines National Forest fire which occurred west of Camp Crook, SD 

and Mill Iron, Montana. 



This cross-border coordination is not a rare occurrence, but a day-to-day and week-
to-week reality. I am talking about this because the current and proposed state 
reimbursement is limited to $1,500. An adequate dual-band radio, which ALL 
responders will need, has a price of $5,000 or more. With the state $1,500 
subtracted from the $5,000 leaves the two counties a cost of $3,500. 
 
Within Bowman and Slope Counties, we estimate that our responders collectively 
operate 400 mobile and handheld radios. At $3,500/radio this calculates to $1.4 
million in tax dollars, which is simply unaffordable for the two counties, our small 
cities, and particularly the rural fire and EMS districts. 
 
The two counties (Bowman and Slope) share 8 communication towers to get the 
needed coverage of the radios. Motorola is guaranteeing an 85% handheld and 
95% mobile coverage to each region in the state. The two counties and the 
Association is requesting at least a 90% coverage guarantee in all counties before 
such a system can be fully implemented. This 90% coverage is necessary for the 
entire western part of the state because of the terrain in western North Dakota. 
 
Mr. Chairman and committee members, to be clear, I support expanding the state 
cost-share to all necessary responding agencies, because of the history, coverage 
and cost of dual band radios. I am asking for your consideration of an increase to 
the allowable reimbursement in order to maintain a safe environment of the 
residents of southwest North Dakota and the adjoining states. 
 






