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HB 1451 and the Voter’s Right to Know

} HB 1451 implements Article XIV’s mandate for transparency

} Closing loopholes: The bill closes loopholes that would allow 
political spenders to evade transparency requirements

} A comprehensive law: The bill includes clear and consistent 
requirements for recording, reporting, and identifying the 
ultimate and and true source of political spending
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Closing loopholes
} Current law substantially limits which independent political spending 

is subject to disclosure, undermining the transparency mandate of 
Article XIV

} Disclosure currently only applies to a person who “knowingly
contributed…solely to influence a statewide election or an 
election for the legislative assembly” NDCC § 16.1-08.1-01

} A group could donate $10,000, earmark $100 for non-political 
spending, and ensure the source of the remaining $9,900 stays 
secret 

} HB 1451 amends the law to comply with Article XIV’s mandate, 
requiring independent groups that spend on elections to 
disclose donors who give more than $200
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Key features of HB 1451
} Requires independent groups that pay for political spending 

with money received from others to disclose the true sources 
of that spending

} Includes comprehensive recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements that provide clear guidance for political 
spenders

} Ensures that donors may opt their donations out of political 
spending and, thus, disclosure

} Provides prompt and accessible public disclosure of the 
ultimate and true source
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HB 1451 prevents shell games
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w r i t t e n  n o t i c e
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NOTICE
Donation may be used

for political expenditures

Right to opt-out

TIME TO OPT OUT

Donors’ ability to opt out
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