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March 31, 2021
Chairman Dever, members of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee, I
am Rachel Allison, a Foster Parent with Nexus-PATH in Minot, ND. Nexus-
PATH is a member of Nexus Family Healing, providing child welfare and
behavioral health services in ND. I am providing this testimony on HB 1012,
and asking for delayed implementation of equalized Targeted Case
Management (TCM) rates. This will ensure uninterrupted services for some

of the most vulnerable children in our state.

I have been a foster parent with Nexus-PATH for the last 5 years. Over that
time, I have worked with many children and their families. I have
experienced the changing treatment needs of these children as well. We are
being informed as the child welfare system changes and progresses in the
state of North Dakota and we are working hard to provide our services

where they are needed.

When a youth is placed in foster care with Nexus-PATH, there are many
supports we as foster parents require due to the treatment needs the kids
present. As foster parents, we rely heavily on our Nexus-PATH case
managers for these supports. Not only do they help with the placement of
the youth in our home, but they are aiding in the placement of this youth in
a community. The case managers are often working to connect these youth
with school districts, to connect them with medical and mental health
services, to arrange family reunification activities such as visits, and to make
sure they are receiving any and all services necessary for their treatment.
The case managers are also providing support to us as foster parents by
being available 24/7 for any emergency situations, helping us to arrange
respite care so that we are able to attend trainings or just rejuvenate so we
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can continue with our important work, as well as helping us stay current

with all foster parent licensing requirements.

I understand that in mid-December of 2020, our agency received notification
from DHS Medical Services Division that an equalization of rates was
included in the Department’s budget as submitted, and that equalizing all
rates might have an impact on services we provide. I am here to tell you
that the economic impact our agency would have would significantly impact
the types of services I as a foster parent could provide. Our case managers
would not be able to provide the level of services we have grown
accustomed to if they were to be stretched thinner due to more demands,
such as higher caseloads, which could be what Nexus-PATH has to do to

respond to the lower TCM rate.

In addition, this comes at a time when the child welfare system is asking us
to provide more intensive services in foster care, which isn’t possible at a
lower cost. As foster parents, we are always aware of the many youth
awaiting placement in a Nexus-PATH home. Many of us look at foster parent
recruitment as part of our calling, as we know more of us are always
needed. I fear that if the support starts to look different, we could risk the
retention of the homes we already have, meaning the youth would wait even

longer for the services they need.

I am here to support the request of Nexus-PATH that your committee
consider an amendment to HB1012 to delay implementation of the new
lowered rate for a one-year period, to allow Nexus-PATH the opportunity to
adjust its services in a way that will not negatively affect the services we

provide or the retention of foster parents and staff.

Thank you for consideration of this request.
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The foster parents below provided permission to list their name, address, email, and telephone
number in support of this testimony and welcome questions you may have regarding their

needs in order to maintain their service provision.

Angela Ottesen

1101 2 Ave. S

Fargo, ND 58103
701-7990056
angelaottesen@gmail.com

Jason Prochnow

376 8t Ave S.

Fargo, ND 58103
808-936-8550
rcprochnow@gmail.com

Rachael Prochnow

376 8t Ave. S.

Fargo, ND 58103
808-936-8504
rcprochnow@gmail.com

Kendra Chandler

621 5t St. SE

Jamestown, ND 58401
701-659-1563
Lovnsmash2003@yahoo.com

Tanya Dion

618 N. 8th St.

Bismarck, ND 58501
701-712-1445
tandion73@hotmail.com

Jen Zentz

6011 634 Ave. S

Fargo, ND 58104
701-540-2601
Jenny.lipp@yahoo.com

Cameron Wyatt

902 215t St. SE

Mandan, ND 58554
701-425-4443
Cam.wyatt@gmail.com

Danielle Wyatt

902 215t St. SE

Mandan, ND 58554
701-471-5537
Danielle.stockdill@gmail.com

Tammy Gasal

919 Parkway Drive
West Fargo, ND 58078
701-320-7062
Tjsteele39@gmail.com

Kathy Ellingson

519 E. Caledonia Ave.
Hillsboro, ND 58045
701-430-2308
kellings@polarcomm.com

Mindi Bessler

825 19th St. S.

Fargo, ND 58103
701-212-2226
mindibessler@gmail.com

Jay Janssen

406 10" St. NW

Devils Lake, ND 58301
701-381-8539

Jayjanl@msn.com







Aleyna Leibfried

2321 Harbor Lane W
West Fargo, ND 58078
701-371-3477
Aleynamarie99@aol.com

Holly Thingelstad

5479 49t Ave. S

Fargo, ND 58104
701-430-2009
Holly.thingelstad@gmail.com

Abram Valenta

8543 56t St. SE

Adrian, ND 58472
701-320-8939
Adosh2010@gmail.com

Tamara Peters

503 Centennial Dr.
Argusville, ND 58005
218-230-5587
tpeters@creativecare.org

Thomas Campbell

109 Washington Ave.
PO Box 36

Finley, ND 58230
701-524-2607
celiacsoup@gmail.com

Theresa Campbell

109 Washington Ave.
PO Box 36

Finley, ND 58230
701-524-2607
Theresa.camp@live.com

Tim Jeanotte

724 9t St. N.

Wahpeton, MN 58075
701-671-0127
timjeanotte@circleofnations.org

Candy Jeanotte

724 9th St. N.

Wahpeton, ND 58075
701-640-3456
Candy.jeantte@icloud.com

Lori Grueneich

5301 42 St. S. Apt. 304
Fargo, ND 58104
701-205-9503
l.grueneich@dakotaranch.org

Alannah Valenta

8543 56t St. SE

Adrian, ND 58472
218-821-9090
Adosh2010@gmail.com

Nicole Rowley

4428 Sunrise Dr.

West Fargo, ND 58078
218-779-4248
nicolercats@live.com

Wyatt Akin

1606 5t Ave. S.

Fargo, ND 58103
701-793-7360
wyattakin@yahoo.com







Sharon Akin

1606 5t Ave. S.

Fargo, ND 58103
701-388-1804
Sharon.akin@outlook.com
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