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Chair Holmberg and members of the Senate Appropriations Committee. My name is Mark
Hagerott, and I setve as the Chancellor for the North Dakota University System (NDUS). I am here
today to request that approximately $30 million of the State’s available Coronavirus Relief Fund
(CRF) dollars be reallocated to the NDUS entities.

The $61.6 million CRF dollars already provided to the State’s public institutions of higher education
wete critical in allowing the NDUS to adapt and respond to the COVID pandemic and continue
providing the highest quality of education to the 45,000 students attending ND institutions.

Funds wete used to imptrove physical distancing measures and enhance air quality in state-owned
facilities through bipolar ionic equipment, humidification, cleaning and enhanced

filtration. Institutions also adopted new technologies to facilitate distance learning & telework;
adapted to a Hybtid Flex instructional model; expanded instructional design resources to develop
high quality online courses; and expanded behavioral health services available to students. Public
health expenses such as medical & protective supplies and for staff, faculty & students; expanded
cleaning & disinfection of public areas & facilities; COVID testing expenses; and housing & dining
costs for individuals in quarantine or isolation.

Today, the institutions have incurred and will continue to incur expenses related to the pandemic.
Page 2 of this testimony summatizes the new request. I would like to explain the Dakota Digital
Academy request for $200,000. The institutions are available online to explain their requests and

answer your questions.

This concludes my testimony related to HB1395.

Thank you for your consideration.
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