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Statewide Interoperable Radio Network (SIRN) 

 
1) Will your current mobile and radios work on the new SIRN 

system?  
 

Our current Motorola Apex 7500 mobile radios can be reconfigured to 
work on the SIRN network.  This would require them to be upgraded 
with 800MHz software and antennas.  The cost of this would be 
approximately $4,200 per radio.  The cons of this approach will be that 
the current Motorola Apex 7500 radios will no longer be supported by 
Motorola effective 10/1/2023 and we would then begin the replacement 
of the entire fleet of NDHP mobile radios. 
 
Our current portable radios cannot be upgraded to work on the new 
SIRN network.  They are relatively low power VHF-only radios that 
cannot be reconfigured to work on the 800 MHz SIRN network. 

 
2) Can you tell me how you arrived at the $2,612,000 in optional 

budget?  
 

SIRN-compliant Motorola Apex 8500 Mobile Radio (181 @ $5,899 each) 
= $1,067,719 (w/10 year warranty) 

AND 
SIRN-compliant Motorola Apex 8000 Portable Radios (185 @ $6,500 
each) = $1,202,500 

OR 
SIRN-compliant Motorola Next Portable Radio/LTE Device (185 @ 
$8,500 each) = $1,572,500 

 
These numbers have changed slightly over time as prices adjust, 
recently the cost of the required display went up, but we also have a 
commitment for some trade in value for our 7500 Apex Mobiles. 



 
The executive budget request of $2,612,000 came from the SIRN 
compliant 8500 mobile radio ($1,067,719.00) and the SIRN compliant 
Motorola Next Portable Radio/LTE Device ($1,572,500) along with an 
additional 159,781 is an approximation for installation and 
programming costs for a total of $2,800,000.  We would receive 
reimbursement of $188,000 from the federal MCSAP grant to cover the 
radios for our MCSAP funded troopers. 

  
3) Any additional information we would need to support the transition 

to this new network?  
 

The Williston (SRIN) and Fargo (ARMER) areas will be switching to 
800MHz operations in the very near future and the remainder of the 
state will be following over time.  The NDHP has committed to be a 
major contributor of trainers to ensure that all responders can gain the 
knowledge and ability to successfully utilize the SIRN system.  No other 
agency will have the manpower and statewide footprint to provide initial 
and ongoing training. 

 
FTE Status 

 
A 15% budget reduction submission required 22 sworn officers and two 
non-sworn positions to be removed. 
 

• 73% salaries and benefits (FTEs) 
• 11% motor pool 
• 3% equipment 
• 2% data processing 
• 1.5% leases 
• 1% vehicle installations 
• Others <1% each area 

 



 
 

The 22 sworn officer positions were requested back as an optional item, 
and they were restored in the executive budget recommendation. 

 
Historical Staffing 

 
Highway Patrol FTEs 

• 205 (1985) to 193 (2021 Executive Budget) 
• 5.9% decrease 

 
Population 

• 669,489 (1985) to 762,062 (2019) 
• 14% increase 

 
Registered Vehicles 

• 655,000 (1985) to 944,000 (2018) 
• 44% increase 

 
Vehicle Miles Traveled 

• 5.579 billion (1985) to 9.866 billion (2018) 
• 77% increase 
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Electronic Motor Carrier Permit Transaction Fund (Fund 276) 

 

 

• 61st Assembly – 2009 – Senate Bill 2011 Established Legislative 
Intent for and Automated Permit System. 
 

• 62nd Assembly – 2011 – Senate Bill 2038 – Provided authority for an 
Electronic Motor Carrier Permit Transaction Fund (Fund 276) and 
provided a line of credit at the Bank of ND and providing an ongoing 
appropriation to maintain the electronic permit system. 
 

• 65th Assembly – 2017 – Senate Bill 2011 – Provided authority to and 
appropriation to use Fund 276 for salaries ($1,269,165.00) of 
administrative staff (5 field administrative assistants) and permit staff 
(4) from the fund.  Additionally, appropriation was given for monies to 
be used for pre-screen technology ($100,000.00), at the request of 
the ND Motor Carrier’s Association.  Authorization and direction was 
also given to lower the permit transaction fee from fifteen dollars to 
ten dollars. 
 

• 66th Assembly – 2019 – House Bill 1011 – In addition to the 
appropriations authorized in the 65th Assembly, appropriation was 
also authorized to complete an addition at the indoor range facility 
($1,729,100.00 – one time),  sUAS/drone project ($96,228.00 – one 
time), body armor/AED pads/taser cartridges ($163,066.00 - 
continuing) 
 

• 67th Assembly – 2021 – Senate Bill 2011 – Request by the NDHP to 
reprioritize salary funds authorized in the 65th assembly and transition 
2 permits and 1 administrative assistant position to 2 crash 
assistance program and 1 records position, resulting in an additional 
maximum increase of $175,709.00 being drawn on the fund.  There is 
a possibility of VOCA funds being approved to support the crash 
assistance positions. 

 



History of the Motor Carrier Electronic Permit Transaction Fund 

• 61st Assembly (2009-11) Senate Bill 2011 SECTION 6. LEGISLATIVE 
INTENT - AUTOMATED PERMITS. 
It is the intent of the sixty-first legislative assembly that the highway patrol 
proceed with implementation of the commercial vehicle information 
exchange window system and with preparations to allow for the automated 
issuance of highway permits. SECTION 7. COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE WINDOW SYSTEMS AND NETWORKS - 
USE OF FUNDING - BUDGET SECTION REPORT. The administration 
line item in section 1 of this Act includes $100,000 from the general fund 
for the commercial vehicle information systems and networks. Any funds 
designated for the implementation of the system that are not used for this 
purpose may not be spent for other purposes and must be included in the 
agency's unspent general fund appropriation authority for the biennium 
beginning July 1, 2009, and ending June 30, 2011. The highway patrol 
shall report semiannually to the budget section regarding the status of 
implementation of this system and on the use of these funds. 
 

• 62nd Assembly (2011-13) Senate Bill 2038 – Provided Authority for the 
Electronic Motor Carrier Permit Transaction Fund (also known as 
Fund 276) and provided a line of credit at the Bank of North Dakota 
until June 30, 2015.  

o Ongoing Funding – NDCC 39-12-02(6) states, “There is created in 
the state treasury a fund known as the motor carrier electronic 
permit transaction fund. All money in the fund is appropriated on a 
continuing basis to the highway patrol to defray the costs of 
establishing and maintaining an online electronic permit system for 
permitting and routing oversize and overweight vehicles in this state. 
The highway patrol may contract with a private entity to establish, 
operate, and maintain an online electronic permit system. The online 
electronic permit system includes the issuance of permits under this 
section and an automated routing system. The automated routing 
system must include integration of department of transportation 
traveler information system information, all other data required for 
the automated routing system, and integration of the highway patrol 
computer-aided dispatch system.” 

 

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/61-2009/bill-text/JQNA0400.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/62-2011/documents/11-0749-05000.pdf


 65th Assembly (2017-19)  Senate Bill 2011, provided Authority to 
utilize the fund for administrative assistant and permit staff 
salaries in SECTION 5. MOTOR CARRIER ELECTRONIC PERMIT 
TRANSACTION FUND. 
 

o The estimated income line item in section 1 of this Act includes 
$1,369,165 from the motor carrier electronic permit transaction 
fund for the purpose of defraying various expenses associated 
with the issuance of permits and other nonenforcement motor 
carrier and administrative activities during the biennium 
beginning July 1, 2017, and ending June 30, 2019. Summary 
of Changes 
 

o SECTION 9. Allowed the fee to be lowered from fifteen to 
ten dollars.  
 j. The highway patrol may establish an online electronic 

permit system. If the highway patrol establishes an online 
electronic permit system, the highway patrol shall assess 
an additional fee of up to fifteen dollar feedollars for every 
permit issued under this section to be deposited into the 
motor carrier electronic permit transaction fund. 

 

 66th Assembly (2019-21) House Bill 1011, SECTION 5 – MOTOR 
CARRIER ELECTRONIC PERMIT TRANSACTION FUND.  
Summary of Changes 

 “The estimated income line item in section 1 of this Act includes 
$3,356,069 from the motor carrier electronic permit transaction 
fund for the purpose of defraying various expenses associated 
with the issuance of permits and other nonenforcement motor 
carrier and administrative activities, including the purchase of 
equipment and the construction of an addition to the indoor 
shooting range, during the biennium beginning July 1, 2019, 
and ending June 30, 2021.” 

 

https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0519-05000.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/files/fiscal/2017-19/docs/504.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/files/fiscal/2017-19/docs/504.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/assembly/66-2019/documents/19-0199-05000.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/files/fiscal/2019-21/docs/504.pdf


Fund 276 Appropriation HB 1011     
Administrative Positions  $                                     1,267,675.00  Ongoing 
Non-Enforcement Activities (Pre-Pass)  $                                        100,000.00  Ongoing 
Indoor Range Classroom Addition  $                                     1,729,100.00  One-Time 
sUAS (Drones)  $                                           96,228.00  One-Time 
Equipment:  $                                        163,066.00  Ongoing 
   Soft Body Armor     
   Taser Cartridges     
   AED Replacement Pads     
      
Total appropriated 2019-21 from Fund 276  $                                     3,356,069.00    

 

 

 66th Assembly (2021-23) Senate Bill 2011 – REQUEST FOR 
REPRIORITIZATION OF SALARY FUNDS FROM FUND 276. 

 
Permit Fund Reductions Amount 
One permit technician  ($148,669)  
Two administrative assistants (282,134)  
Permit office lease   (12,179)  
Total Reductions  ($442,982)  

 
Permit Fund Additions Amount 
One records technician  $155,203  
Two crash assistance program positions  463,488  
Total Additions  $618,691  
 

o Transitions 2 administrative assistant positions and 1 permit 
technician to 2 crash assistance program and 1 records 
management positions. 

 

 

 

 

 



Crash Assistance Program: 

o Assistance to families of individuals and victims who were involved 
in serious traffic crashes or incidents. 

• Assist with needs immediately after the crash and helps 
guide individuals though processes following the crash 

o Modeled after South Dakota program which has been very 
successful 

o Potentially eligibility for VOCA grant funds 
o 1 person for each half of the state 

Records Management Position: 

o Shift toward centralized records for efficiency and consistency 
o Working knowledge of intricacies in open records laws 
o Coordinate agency records management and retention 
o Currently our IT staff are involved in records management, but we 

may have to become less reliant after transition to NDIT Shared 
Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



North Dakota Highway Patrol --       
  Revenue Over Expenses, E-Permits Fund 276, 2011-2013 Biennium thru 12/31/2020 --  
12/31/2020        
  2011-2013 2013-2015 2015-2017 2017-2019 2019-2021  

  Biennium  Biennium  Biennium  Biennium  
Biennium 
12/31/20 Totals 

Permit Revenues, Fund 276 90,660.00  6,065,880.00  4,342,395.00  3,106,406.80  1,984,313.50  15,589,655.30  
        

Other: Bank of ND Loan 1,716,000.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  1,716,000.00  
Total Revenues, Fund 276 1,806,660.00  6,065,880.00  4,342,395.00  3,106,406.80  1,984,313.50  17,305,655.30  

        
Less: Fund 276 Expenses (1,535,916.24) (701,852.60) (454,708.27) (1,638,614.73) (2,194,132.33) (6,525,224.17) 

        
Other: BND Loan Repayment 0.00  (1,743,442.88) 0.00  0.00  0.00  (1,743,442.88) 

        
Revenues Over(Under) Expenses 270,743.76  3,620,584.52  3,887,686.73  1,467,792.07  (209,818.83) 9,036,988.25  

        
End of Bien Balance 270,743.76  3,891,328.28  7,779,015.01  9,246,807.08    
        
  12/31/2020 Ending cash balance, E-Permits Fund 276:  9,036,988.25  

   Estimated net fund 276 increase, 01/01/2021 thru 06/30/2021  142,531.00  
   Subtotal     9,179,519.25  
   Less: Remaining Range project expenses, E-Permits Fund 276 (841,694.26) 
   Less: Remaining Drone project expenses, E-Permits Fund 276 (62,074.00) 
   Less: Misc equipment expenses, E-Permits Fund 276  (163,066.00) 
   Estimated Ending Cash Balance, E-Permits Fund 276, 06/30/2021 8,112,684.99  

        
Range project appropriation from E-Permits Fund 276, 2019-2021 biennium 1,729,100    
Drone project appropriation from E-Permits Fund 276, 2019-2021 biennium  96,228    
Misc equipment appropriation from E-Permits Fund 276, 2019-2021 biennium 163,066   
Total special projects appropriation from E-Permits Fund 276, 2019-2021 biennium 1,825,328    






































