Koppelman, Ben

From: Bjornson, John D.

Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 5:33 PM
To: Koppelman, Ben

Subject: questions on legislative wing

Representative Koppelman,

| am gathering the information you requested regarding legislative space in the Capitol. | will follow up tomorrow with
sq. footage estimates for space used by the Legislative Branch. But, I believe the Legislative Council office is currently
using about 11,500 sq. ft, which likely will need to increase some during the next biennium if the proposal to transfer
some |T personnel from ITD to our office goes forward (the Senate Appropriations Committee has amended the
Legislative Branch bill to increase our IT staff by 8 positions).

| have asked Facilities for sq. footage of the other rooms we are using. | suspect we are occupying over 10,000 sq. feet in
the l-wing this session.

We have spent nearly $3 million of CARES funding in response to COVID. Over $700,000 was for replacement of the
chamber voting boards. Most of the remaining funds were related to IT upgrades, including the audio/visual upgrades
and costs for streaming the video. The cost of constructing the 4 new committee rooms, exclusive of the audio/visual
costs, is likely going to be in the $150,000 to $200,000 range.

In calculating the $40 million total, we went with an assumption of moving all legislative operations, other than the
chambers, to the new structure which would located where the legisiative parking lot now exists. There had been prior
discussions regarding a structure there to include underground parking, so we used that as a starting point. We looked
at 80,000 sq. feet of space plus the cost of furnishing the building. We used $400 per sq. foot as an estimate for the
construction.

There could be 2 levels of underground parking which could provide 200-250 parking spots which potentially could
connect by tunnel to the existing structure. The ground floor could be used for committee rooms which would include
some large hearing rooms and all rooms having added safety with multiple exits. The committee rooms could be similar
in size to the rooms constructed in the J-wing.

The second level could be used for secure legislator office space and be connected to Legislative Hall by a skywalk (this
could accommodate leaving a driveway between the new structure and the existing structure to allow traffic to move
between the north and south sides of the Capitol).

The third level could be used to move the LC staff and include space to move in IT equipment such as servers for which
we currently pay rent to ITD.

if individual legislator offices were replaced with large “studies” for each chamber with a small number of offices, maybe
for committee chairmen, and a reduction in the LC space, | would think one floor could be eliminated.

in some of the informal discussions | had with John Boyle, | inquired whether other agencies could be moved into space
if the Legislative Branch vacates current meeting rooms and the LC office space. He indicated there are several agencies
that could move from off campus rental space. For example some of the rooms in the horseshoe could house some
small one or two person entities. | suspect there could be efficiencies where some of those entities could share
personnel.

John

John Bjornson

Director

North Dakota Legislative Council
600 East Boulevard Avenue



CHAPTER 48-10
CAPITOL GROUNDS PLANNING COMMISSION

48-10-01. Capitol grounds planning commission.

The capitol grounds planning commission consists of the lieutenant governor as chairman
and eight other members selected biennially as provided in this section. The governor shall
appoint two citizens, one licensed architect, and one representative from the state historical
society as members, the president of the senate shall appoint two senators as members, and
the speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint two representatives as members.
Appointment to the commission is for a term of two years. Legislative and citizen members of
the planning commission are entitled to per diem payments and expenses in such amount and
in the same manner as provided by law for members of the legislative management.

48-10-02. Capitol building fund to be administered by the capitol grounds planning
commission - Continuing appropriation - Procedure for expenditure of certain funds.

The capitol grounds planning commission shall have general powers to superintend the
administration of the capitol building fund, its interest and income fund, and its investments and
properties. It may cause any lands now held in such funds to be sold at market value, direct the
conversion of any securities now held by such funds to cash, approve expenditures from such
funds subject to law and legislative appropriations, and to do all other things necessary to carry
out the intent and purposes of this section. The board of university and school lands or its
designee, on the commission's behalf, shall see to the investment and management of the
capitol building fund and its interest and income fund and shall account to the commission
concerning these funds at the commission's request.

Provided further, all moneys and other property in the capitol building fund, except as
otherwise appropriated, are hereby dedicated and reserved to the exclusive purpose of the
construction of an addition to the legislative wing of the state capitol building, and thm
grounds planning commission shall take necessary steps to accumulate and conserve the
money and property in the capitol building fund for such purpose.

The commission may, during any biennium, expend from the interest and income fund of the
capitol building fund a sum not to exceed fifty percent of the unencumbered balance on the first
day of any biennium, and such amount is hereby appropriated to the capitol grounds planning
commission. The expenditure may be made, after consideration of the capitol grounds master
plan, for projects or planning but may not exceed two hundred fifty thousand dollars per
biennium. The expenditure may only be made upon approval by two-thirds of the total
membership of the commission. The expenditure must be made upon a voucher, or vouchers,
prepared by the office of management and budget at the direction of the commission.

48-10-03. Powers and duties of the commission - Authority to accept gifts -
Continuing appropriation.

The capitol grounds planning commission shall confer with the state council on the arts with
respect to the artistic value of monuments, memorials, or works of art to be constructed on the
capitol grounds and with qualified consultants retained by it to select sites for buildings, facilities,
monuments, memorials, or works of art to be constructed on the capitol grounds. The
commission shall develop and modify long-term plans for the development of the capitol
grounds. The commission shall approve or disapprove the basic style and exterior construction
of any building, facility, monument, memorial, or work of art constructed on the capitol grounds.
Except as otherwise provided by this section, the commission has exclusive authority to accept
or reject gifts of any type or class of property for exterior placement on the capitol grounds or for
the improvement of the exterior construction of any building or facility on the capitol grounds,
including landscaping and improvements to the capitol grounds. Any gifts of money accepted
pursuant to this section must be deposited in the capitol building fund and are appropriated on a
continuing basis to the commission for purposes consistent with this section. No construction or
placement of an item on the capitol grounds may be undertaken without the approval of the
commission, unless the construction or placement is authorized by the legislative assembly. If
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the legislative assembly by law or resolution authorizes the construction or placement of an item
on the capitol grounds, the commission shall approve the site, basic style, and exterior
construction of the item within a reasonable period of time.

The commission shall advise the director of the office of management and budget and the
legislative council on matters relating to the physical and aesthetic features of the interior of all
buildings on the capitol grounds. The commission must be called in and shall meet whenever
maijor interior changes, including new construction, remodeling, or renovation of any kind, are
proposed or considered for the buildings or facilities on the capitol grounds. The commission
must be consulted before the purchase or installation of furniture or fixtures in public areas of
the capitol and other buildings on the capitol grounds. The commission shall perform any other
duties as may be prescribed by law.
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Koppelman, Ben

From: Bjornson, John D.

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 11:06 AM
To: Koppelman, Ben

Subject: HB 1249

Attachments: Space for LC and Legislature.xlsx

Good morning,

Attached is a spreadsheet listing the size of space used by the Legislative branch.

As | mentioned yesterday, the main portion of the Legislative Council office is over 11,000 sq. ft. That space shows up in
various entries on the spreadsheet because portions of the office are separated. When all the areas we use are taken
into account, it appears we are currently using at least 13,000 sq. feet.

The 3 new rooms on the 3™ floor of the J-wing are all over 2000 sq. feet. The room on the 2™ floor of the J-wing used by
2 Senate committees is nearly 1900 sq. feet. As the spreadsheet indicates, we are using 14,000 sq. feet in the J-

wing. However, the only room in the J-wing we consider to be our space is the Pioneer Room. The Coteau rooms and
Sheyenne River Room belong to the Judicial branch, except during sessions. The executive branch is under the
assumption we will be returning the other remodeled space back after the session.

Mr. Boyle included the square footage of the office space we are using on the 18" and 14™ floors as well when we
calculated Capitol tower space currently being used by us.

| think Boyle mentioned this to you, but in case not — NDCC 48-10-02 provides money in the capitol building fund is
“except as otherwise appropriated, are hereby dedicated and reserved to the exclusive purpose of the construction of
an addition to the legislative wing of the state capitol building, and the capitol grounds planning commission shall take
necessary steps to accumulate and conserve the money and property in the capitol building fund for such

purpose.” https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t48c10.pdffnameddest=48-10-01

John

John Bjornson

Director

North Dakota Legislative Council
600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505
701-328-2916





