Senate Human Services Committee

January 6, 2021

Chair Lee and other members of the Committee. My name is Nan Kennelly. | am speech-
language pathologist and certified brain injury specialist from Fargo, and a provider for
cognitive and communication disorders related to brain injury. | serve as the current Chair of

the North Dakota Brain Injury Advisory Council.

My testimony today is to provide information regarding Senate Bill 2039 which offers
clarification of membership for the Brain Injury Advisory Council. Currently, membership of the
Council is limited to only one survivor and only one family member. The proposed language in
SB 2039 would allow for the option of increasing the representation of survivor and family
members and provide more flexibility in filling member slots. This clarification will be in
alignment with North Dakota’s commitment to person-centered principals and consumer

leadership in the development and direction of brain injury services for North Dakota.

Thank you for your time and | welcome any questions.

Respectfully submitted,

Nan Kennelly
Chair, ND Brain Injury Advisory Council



