
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Bill 1531 

House Education Committee 

Representative Heinert, Chairman 

February 8, 2023 
 

Chairman Heinert and members of the House Education Committee, 

 

My name is Rep. Brandon Prichard and I represent District 8 which covers all of Emmons County, rural and 

suburban portions of Burleigh County, and Wilton which is in McLean County. I am here to testify in support 

HB 1531 which would preempt public institutions of higher education from waiving tuition, books, housing, 

application fees, and any other cost associated with receiving an education based on an applicant's race, ethnicity, 

national origin, gender identity, or sexual preference. This language is located in the amendment I have attached 

to the testimony. Originally, I planned to only make this bill apply to the application process. However, to achieve 

the intended goal of reducing race-, sexual orientation-, and sexual preference-based discrimination, the bill needs 

to include tuition and other subsidies the public university system provides to students. I have attached the 

amendment to my testimony. 

 

Attached in the appendices are four examples of scholarships that subsidize the education of students based upon 

arbitrary factors such as the color of their skin and sexual preferences. These scholarships directly contradict a 

system of merit and replace the education system with a hierarchy of social preferences. In Appendix A, I have 

attached a description of NDSU’s Cultural Diversity Waiver which provides free tuition for students based upon 

race, ethnicity, and national origin. Similar scholarships are outlined in Appendix B and C from UND and MSU. 

In Appendix D, a partial tuition scholarship at UND titled the “Pride Scholarship” is provided based upon sexual 

identity.  

 

I encourage the House Education Committee to support a system of education based upon merit instead of a 

hierarchy of social preferences. I respectfully ask for the committee to support HB 1531 by giving the bill a “Do 

Pass” recommendation.  
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Appendix A – NDSU Cultural Diversity Tuition Waver 
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Appendix B – UND Cultural Scholarship  
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Appendix C – Minot State Cultural Tuition Waiver  
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Appendix D – UND Pride Scholarship  
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