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SB 2258 Testimony in Support 

Senate Education Committee 

Senator Elkin – Chairperson 

January 23, 2023 

 

Senator Elkin and members of the Senate Education Committee, my name is Michael Heilman. I am the 

Executive Director of the North Dakota Small Organized Schools (NDSOS).  I represent 150-member 

school districts of the North Dakota Small Organized Schools. NDSOS stands in support SB 2258. 

SB 2258 provides another avenue for our schools to put qualified teachers in our classrooms.  Most 

schools are advertising and hiring teachers for the following year in the spring and early summer. The 

provisions within the bill related to critical shortage area and delaying the use of this bill’s provisions 

until after August should ensure that qualified, new to the field educators, have a priority before 

returning a retired teacher to the classroom.   

The teacher shortage is real in large and small schools and the pool of qualified teachers continues to 

shrink. Teachers moving from smaller schools to larger school is not new. What is new, is large schools 

finding it difficult to fill position and the smaller schools pool of eligible teachers to fill open positions 

has gone from a small number to no candidates in many cases. We understand that this may not be the 

final version of this bill or others like it but, NDSOS supports this effort and others that are designed to 

mitigate the teacher shortage issue.  

North Dakota Small Organized Schools supports a do pass recommendation for SB 2258. Thank you, 

Chairman Elkin and members of the committee.  I will stand for questions.  

Mr. Michael Heilman – Executive Director  
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