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Chairman Larson and members of the Senate Judiciary committee: 

 

My name is Robert Newman. I am a professor at the University of North Dakota and Chair of UND’s University 

Senate.  On behalf of the UND University Senate I submit this testimony in opposition to HB 1205.      

 

The House received a substantial volume of testimony opposing this bill, which collectively laid out the reasons 

why the bill, should it become law: 

• solves no problem that does not already have an accepted solution, and 

• creates the impression that North Dakota is a state with state-sponsored censorship. 

 

I do not believe that members of the legislature would willfully cast our state in a negative light, for no good 

reason and that leads me to hope that you will reconsider this ill-advised bill. 

 

Please remember the purpose of public libraries.  They are repositories of knowledge and the arts, they are 

gathering places and community centers that support education and shared experiences, and importantly, they 

are fundamental to democracy by allowing access to these valuable resources for everyone. 

 

Censorship and book banning have no place in a democracy.  They are incompatible with the First Amendment 

right to freedom of speech and expression.  Moreover, you simply cannot ban any information anymore in our 

modern information age.  The only impact will be that citizens will lose trust in the government because the 

government is conspicuously attempting to prevent people from accessing material that is readily available 

online. 

 

As a practical matter, we do not and do not want to live in a society where authorities are monitoring our every 

move (have you read Orwell’s 1984?).  I think we would all agree that is un-American, or at least we would like 
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to think so.  Moreover, librarians are professional information facilitators.  It is not their job to prevent people 

from accessing information, quite the opposite in fact.  Read the testimony they have submitted. 

 

As to the concerns raised in this bill, as other testimony has already noted, libraries already have policies about 

acceptable material, age-appropriate access, and opportunities for public participation in the process.  A bill 

that seeks to ban sexually explicit material will either be too vague or internally inconsistent.  For example, 

Section 1, 1.a. contradicts itself (lines 9-12 vs lines 12-22).  In any case, policing libraries in this way is almost 

certainly unconstitional. 

 

Finally, you may question why the faculty at one of our universities is offering an opinion about this.  Actually, I 

hope you are not questioning that because it should be obvious.  The mission of colleges and universities is to 

foster learning and discovery for all members of society.  But students of all ages most likely first encounter 

local public libraries and school libraries long before they arrive on a college campus.  The knowledge and 

learning skills they develop at home, in schools, and, yes, through access to local libraries sets the stage for 

success in higher education.  Our mission in higher education builds on that foundation. 

 

Let libraries and librarians do their job!  If anything they are doing was causing harm, we would all have already 

been harmed long ago.  It did not happen and is extraordinarily unlikely ever to happen.  This bill is not a 

solution to any problem.  It will only make life difficult for library patrons, your constituents. 

 

We urge the committee to oppose HB 1205 and vote Do Not Pass. 
 

Respectfully, 

Robert Newman, PhD. / Chair, University Senate, UND 


