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Chair Klemin and members of the House Judiciary Committee, my name is Kristie Wolff, I am the 

Communications Coordinator for Central Dakota Forensic Nurse Examiners (CDFNE).  

I am testifying today in support of SB 2209, which makes critical updates to forensic medical services 

for victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, child abuse, and neglect in North Dakota. 

CDFNE is a North Dakota based non-profit organization providing forensic medical services to children 

and adult survivors of sexual violence, domestic violence, physical abuse and neglect in western North 

Dakota. Our organization serves 23 counties, with our headquarters in Bismarck. Our team of 23 

Forensic Nurses work with a variety of partners including law enforcement, advocacy agencies, social 

services, children’s advocacy centers, and hospitals as part of local multidisciplinary response teams. 

These partnerships ensure that victims receive comprehensive, coordinated care while supporting the 

investigation and prosecution of crimes.  

Forensic nursing is a highly specialized field at the intersection of nursing, forensic science, and the 

legal system. At CDFNE, our nurses undergo extensive training to provide trauma-informed care 

tailored to the needs of survivors while also collecting evidence in a manner that meets legal 

standards. This dual role allows them not only to offer compassionate medical care but also to serve as 

expert witnesses in court when needed. Their work plays a vital role in helping victims on their path to 

healing, holding offenders accountable, and strengthening the safety and well-being of our 

communities.   

Expanding the Timeframe for Exams 

Currently, under North Dakota law, victims may access acute forensic medical exams up to 96 hours 

after a sexual assault. This bill would extend that window to 120 hours, a change supported by 



research and aligned with best practices outlined in the National Best Practices for Sexual Assault Kits 

released by the US Department of Justice in 2017. (see attachment) This timeframe will also align with 

the newest edition of the ND Sexual Assault Response Protocol which was drafted by statewide 

partners in 2024.  

 

Making the Pilot Program Permanent  

During the 2023 Legislative session, a pilot program was approved to expand access to forensic medical 

services to include victims of domestic violence, physical abuse, and neglect. Under that pilot program 

CDFNE expanded services in our Bismarck and Williston regions, which cover ten counties. (Burleigh, 

Morton, Kidder, Grant, Emmons, Sheridan, Sioux, Williams, McKenzie and Divide).  

The work we accomplished under the program included development of protocols and policies, 

providing our nurses with additional training, and coordinating with members of our multidisciplinary 

teams in each region. We launched services to victims in February of 2024 and provided care to 62 

victims over the 10-month period ending in December of 2024. The pilot program demonstrated the 

demand for these expanded services and the capacity of our forensic nurses to meet that need 

effectively. If SB 2209 is passed, we will be able to continue services and expand this work to our other 

two regions.  

SB 2209 would make the pilot program a permanent part of the work we do in North Dakota to 

support victims on their road to healing and justice. The changes in this bill may seem simple, but the 

positive impact to victims and the safety of our communities is significant. By extending the timeframe 

for exams and making the expanded services permanent, we will ensure that no victim is left without 

access to care, evidence collection, or the opportunity to seek accountability. Therefore, today I am 

asking you to give a DO PASS recommendation on SB 2209.   

Thank you for your time. I’m happy to answer any questions.  

 

Kristie Wolff 

kristie.cdfne@midconetwork.com 

701-751-4884 
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