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Putting North Dakota at the Forefront of Innovation  
To keep North Dakota globally competitive while focusing 
on resource and environmental stewardship, new and more 
efficient energy technologies and methods are needed. 
Recognizing these needs, in 2019, North Dakota’s legislative 
assembly named the University of North Dakota (UND) 
Energy & Environmental Research Center (EERC) the State 
Energy Research Center (SERC). SERC is built on the EERC’s 
long history as a leader in critical energy research, with the 
purpose of serving North Dakota by developing technolo-
gies to ensure a prosperous energy future for the state. 

ADVANCING ENERGY OPPORTUNITIES

SERC was given the mandate to provide practical, pioneer-
ing technologies and methods to advance North Dakota’s 
energy opportunities and benefit the state’s economy and 
environment. Through SERC, the EERC is ensuring that the 
state’s energy resources and products are at the forefront 
of innovation, accessible, affordable, environmentally 
responsible, and clearly understood through education and 
outreach. This is being done through early-stage research 
that could lead to commercial application with public and 
private sector partners.

SERC has reignited the spirit of 
innovation. These transformative 
projects are poised to drive the 
development of cutting-edge energy 
technologies, propelling North 
Dakota into a future defined by 
sustainable progress and economic 
vitality.

—Charlie Gorecki, EERC, CEO

CRITICAL CHALLENGES | PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS



© 2025 University of North Dakota Energy & Environmental Research Center (EERC) 01/25

INVESTING IN INNOVATION
North Dakota’s energy industries, 
abundant natural resources, and 
innovative spirit provide the ideal 
opportunity for pioneering new 
technologies. By dedicating funding to 
fundamental research, North Dakota’s 
legislators have positioned SERC to 
address the needs of the state and  
its people.

SERC ACCOMPLISHMENTS
3 STATEWIDE EFFORTS
• Grid Resiliency Planning
• Future Grid Optimization
• Bakken CO2 EOR Assessment
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In the pursuit of discovering new opportunities for North Dakota,  
more than 60 projects under the SERC umbrella have been funded. 
These endeavors have already yielded significant results, including 
15 new inventions. Furthermore, these projects serve as catalysts for 
attracting outside funding, with over $71 million in proposed work and 
over $33 million secured, primarily sourced from nonstate entities. 
Concurrently, initiatives like the Energy Hawks program, backed by 
SERC funding, have engaged students of various disciplines from five 
institutions of higher education in the state, equipping them to be 
informed advocates and stewards of North Dakota’s energy landscape. 


