
CONST ITUT I O N  

OF 'rliB 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

PREAMBLE. 

Objects of the Constitution. 

ARTICLE I, 

.i&CTl01', 

1. Legislative powers, lo whom vested. 
2, House of representatives, how and by whom 

chosen. Qualltlcatlons of a representative. Hep­
resen tallves and dlreo& taxes. how apportloued. 
Census. Vacancies to be tilled. Power of choos­
ing officers, and of Impeachment. 

J. Senators, how and by whom chosen. How classl­
l!ed. State executive to make temporary appoint­
ments, In case, etc. Qual!tlcat!ons of a senator. 
President of the sooate, his right to vote. Prest-

• dent pro tern.  and other officers of senate, how 
chosen.  Power to try Impeachments. When 
president Is tried, chief Justice to preside Sen­
tence.

-L Times, etc., of holding elections, how prescribed. 
One session In each year. 

I!, Membership. Quorum. Adjournments. Rules. 
Power to punish or expel. Journal. Time of 
adjournment limited, unless, etc. 

e. Compensation. Privileges. Disqualification lo cer­
tain cases. 

'I, House to originate all revenue bills. Veto. Bill 
may be passed by two-thirds of each house. not­
wlthstandlng, etc. BUI not returned 10 ten •lays. 
Provl,lon as to all orders, etc . .  except, etc. 

8, Powers of hongress. 
9. Provision as to migration or Im portation of certain

persons. Habeas corpus . .  B i l l s  of a t tainder, etc.
Taxes, how apportioned. .:-.o export duty No 
commercial preferences. No money drawn f rom 
treasury, unless, etc. No titular nobl llty Offi­
cers not to receive preseuts, un lc�s. etc. 

10. States prohibited from the exercise or certain
powers. 

SECTION, 
ARTICLE il. 

1. President and vice-president, their term of office. 
Electors of president and vice-president, num­
ber, an<I ho1Y a1>polnted. Electors to vote on same 
day. Qualll\catlons of president. On w,,om his 
duties deYolve In case of his removal, death, etc. 
President 's compeose.tlon. His oath. 

2 ! 'resident to be commander-in-chief. He may 
require opinion of, etc., and may pardon. Treaty­
making power. Nomination of certain officers. 
When president may till vacancies. 

· 'resident shall communicate to cougress. He may
convene and adJourn congress, to case, etc . ,  shall
receive ambassadors, execute laws, and commis­
sion officers.

� - All civil offices forfeited for certain crimes. 

ARTICLE III, 
S ECTION 

1 . Jrnl!clal power. Tenure. Compensation.
2. Judicial power, to what cases it exten ds. Original 

Jurisdiction of supreme court. Appellate. Trial 
by Jury. except. etc. Trial, where. 

s. Treason dellned. Proof or. Punishment of. 

ARTICLE IV. 
SECTION. 

1. Credit  to be given to public acts, etc., of every 
state 

2. Privileges of citizens of each state. Fugitives from 
Just ice to be ,lellverecl up. Persons held to serv­
ice. having escaped, to be dellYered up. 

a. Admission of new states . Power of congress over 
terri tory ancl other property.

,. Republican form of governmeut guaranteed. Each 
state to be protected. 

ARTICLE V, 

Constitution, how ameocle<l. Proviso). 
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ARTICLE VI . 
Certain debts . etc .. ,dopted Supremacy of "OD 

stltutloo aeatles and •aw� or rh� •.• uue,I State• 
Oath 10 support coo.,;tltutlon, by whom taken No 
re11g1ous test. 

ARTICI.E \' f l .  
What ratlftcatlon shall establish constitution 

AMEXDMF.:STS 
ARTJCLR.  

1. Religious establishment prohibited. Freedom or
speech. or the pre,s an,t right to petlt101J 

2. Right ro kee() 'lntl bear arms.
a. No sol,ller I<> be qnartere,I In any house. unless. etc .
l. Right or search and seizure regu :ated.

�- Pro'1slons ooattmln11 pl'O!lttutlon1. trials and 
punl•hmPnts J>rt,-atl! pro1,erty. not to I><- taken 
for p,1bl lc use. without. ""' · 

s. Further pro,· 1s100• re&peclln;; crllDID.&l .,,_ ...
11011•. 

7 lt l,cht of trial by 1ury secured. 
8 Ball fines and 111 1nt-hmenc.. 
9. Rule ->f con,trudlon.
10 Same subJp,•t . 
I t  same subJ...,t. 
12 Manner of shoo�lng president and Ttoe-presldeot.
IJ. Slavery abolished. 
1' Citizenship defined. Apportionment of rf'prPsenta•

lives l't'rsons enicagNI lo ft'b .. 1 1 1011 exdu,lt'd 
from om.-., Ot'btll of l'nlll'd :-\late•. and of 
,tales contl'3('te,I ,turlnp; lhP rehPll lon. 

1�. Rl;;ht or clt1zen,;hlp not to oo abrltl)(t�I .  

WE, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfec-t union, 
establish justice , insure domestic tranquillity, prov ide for th� c-ommon 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secur� tht> hlt•ssin�s of l iberty to  
ourselves 1md our  posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the 
United States of America . 

ARTICLE 1 . - THE  CONGRESS. 
§ 1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be ,·ested in a congress of the

United States, which shall consist of a Sl'nate and house of rerrt'sentat i ve� .
§ 2 .  The house of representatives shall be composed o membt,rs chosen

every second year by the people of the St>vnal statn;. and the t'ledors in each 
state shall have the qualific-.ations requisite for electors of the most uumerous 
branch of the state legislature .  

No person shall be a rer,resentative who shall not have attainl"d to the age of 
twentv-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the t·nited Stat1•�. and 
who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that state i n  whic-h he shall be 
chosen. 

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the Revera! states 
which may be included within this union, ac-<.'ording to their rt;spec-t ive numherR, 
which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, 
including those bound to &ervice for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three.fifths of all other persons. The actual enumerat ion shall he made 
within three years after the first uieeting of the c-ongress of the l'nited Statn1, 
and within every subsequent term of ten years, in suc-h manner as they shall by 
law direct. The number of representatives shall not exc-eed one for {'\'ery th irt y  
thousand, but each state shall have a t  leai;t one repreS('ntativl' ; and unti l suc-h 
enumeration shall be made, the state of New Hampshire shall he Pntith.•d to 
choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providt>n<'P Plan tnt i nns 
one , Connecticut five, New York six ,  New .}{'n;ey four. PPrrnsy lvania t• i gh t ,  
Delaware one,  Maryland six, Virginia ten ,  North Carolina five, South Carol ina 
five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the representation from any state the executive 
authority thereof shall issue writs of e lection tv fill  suc-h vaPan<'iPs. 

The house of representatives shall choose their speaker and other officers, and 
shall have the sole power of impeachment. 

� 3. · The senate of the United States shall he composed of two senators from 
each state , chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years, and each senator shall 
have one vote . 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in con&'quenc-,e of the first dc-ct ion, 
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three classes. The i;eats of the 

2 



CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second year; 
of the second class, at the expiration of the fourth year ; and of the third class, at 
the expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third may be chosen every second 
year; and if vacancies happen by resignation or otherwise, during the recess of 
the legislature of any state. the executive thereof may make temporary appoint­
ments until the next meeting of the legislature . which shall then fill such 
vacancies. 

No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty 
years. and been nine years a citizen of the United States, apd who shall not, when 
elected. be an inhabitant of that state for which he shall be chosen. 

The vice-president of the Gnited States shall be president of the senate, but 
shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided 

The senate shall choose their other officers, and also a president pro tempore 
in the absence of the vice-president, or when he shall exercise the office of presi­
dent of the United States . 

The senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sit­
ting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation . When the president 
of the United States is tried, the chief justice shall preside, and no person shall 
be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present. 

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal 
from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or 
profit under the United States ; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be 
liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment, according to 
law. 

§ 4. The times, places and manner of holding elections for senators and rep­
resentatives, shall be prescribed in each state by the legislature thereof ; but the 
congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the 
places of choosing senators. 

The congress shall a�m ble at least once in every year, and such _meeti�g shall
be on the first Monday m December, unless they shall by law appomt a different 
da1. 

§ 6. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifica­
tions of its own members, 8lld a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do 
business ; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and ma) bt, author­
ized to compel the attendance 9£ absent members, in such manner and under such 
penalties as each house may pro"ide . 

Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members 
for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member. 

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time pub­
lish the same, excepting such parts as may in their judgment require secrecy ; 
and the yeas anel nays of the members of either house on any question shall, at 
the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the journal. 

Neither house during the session of congress shall, without the consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which 
the two houses shall be sitting. 

§ 8. The senators and representatives shall receive a compensation for their
services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury of the United 
States. They shall in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of tho peace, 
be privileged from arrest during their attendance at the session of their respective 
houses, and in going to and returning from the same ; and for any speech or 
debate in either hemse., they shall not be questioned in any other place . 

No senator or representative shall, during the tiooe for which he was elected, be 
appointed. to any civil office under the authoricy of the United States, which shall 
have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been increased dur�g 
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such time ; and no person holding any office under the lTnited Statt>s shall be a 
member of either house during his cont inuance in offic-e. 

§ 7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the bouS(' of representa,
tives, but the senate m ay propose or conc-ur with amendments as on other bills. 

Every bill which shall have passed the house of reprt>S<>ntat i vt's and tht> !l(>nate, 
shall, before it become a law, be presented to the J>rt·sidc-nt  of t he l' ni tt-d States ; 
if he approve, he sh all sign i t ,  but i f  not , he shall rl't um i t ,  w i t h  his ohj,•c-t ions, 
to that house in whic-h it  shall h ave originated, who shall l' l l ter the obj,•ctions at 
large on their journal, and proceed to recxmsidc-r it .  I f, aft .-r su..! 1  r, ·eonsidera­
tion, two-thirds of that house shall ai.:{ree to pll88 the bill ,  it 1-ha l l  be &'nt, 
together with the objections, to the otlwr houS(•, by which it sha l l  l i k1•wise be 
reconsidered, and if approved hy two-th irds of that houSC', it shall lx•c-ome 
a law. But in all suc-h cases the votPs of both housf's shal l  he dt• tnmined 
by yeas aml nays, and the namf'S of the persons vot ing for arnl RW1i1 1st the 
bill shall be en tt.•re<l on the journal of eac-h house respf'ct i vely. I f  any bi l l  shal l 
not he rehmw<l by the president with in ten days ( :Sundays cJte1•ptcd ) after it 
shall have b.>en prerwnte1l to h im ,  the sam1, shal l  hil a law, in  l i ke m�uner as i f  
h e  bad sig1wd i t ,  unless t he  con�r<'ss by their adjournmeut. prevcut i ts return, 
i n  which c-use i t  shal l  not be a law 

Ewry order, resolut ion, or \"Ute to which the <'oncurren<'e of the rwnate and 
house of r<'pr!:'sl• n t at i  ves may bt• 11c•ct·:-<!'nry ( t>XC't•pt on a quest ion of a<ljoun ment ) 
shall he prl'f;ented to the prt>sidl'nt of the l'nit t - 1 1  States, a1 1d lx·fore t ho same 
shall take effect, shal l  be 11.ppro,·ed by him,  or kin� (LISl:tpprov<'d by h im ,  shall 
be repasse<l by two.thirds of tho senate and house of rt•Jm�i;entatives, acconling 
to the rules and l imitations prescrilx·d in thl' <'ase of a bill 

§ 8. The congress shall have powl'r :
To lay and collect tax(•s, dutiC's, imposts and exeisc>s, to pay the debts and pro.

vide for the c0mmon dt•ft>nse and general wc>lfare of the U nitcd StRft,s ;  but all 
duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout the United States. 

To borrow money on the credit of the United States. 
To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several states, and 

with the I ndian tribes. 
To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the subject 

of bankruptcies throughout the United States. 
To coin  money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign <'.oin, and fix the 

standard of weights and measures. 
To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current 

coin of the United States. 
To establish post offices and post roads. 
To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited 

times to authors and inventors the exdusive right to their respt,ctive writings 
and discoveries. 

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court. 
To define and punish pira�i•�s and felonies committed on the high seas, and 

offenses against the law of nations. 
To declare war, grant letters of m arque and reprisal, and m ake rules concerning 

captures on land and water. 
To raise and support armies ; but no appropriation of money to that use shall 

be for a longer term than two years .  
To provide Rnd maintain a navy. 
To m ake rules for the government and regulation of the ]and and naval forces. 
To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the union, sup-

press insurrections, and repel invasions. 
' 
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To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for govern­
ing such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United States, 
reserving to the states respectively the appointment of the officers and the author­
ity of training the militia, according to the discipline prescribed by congress. 

To exercise exclusive legi�lation, in all cases whatsoever, over such district 
( not exceeding ten miles square ) as may, by cession of particular states, and the 
acceptance of congress, become the seat of the government of the United States, 
and to exercise like authority over all places purchased by the consent of the 
legislature of the state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts, maga­
zines, arsenals, dock-yards, �nd other needful buildings ; and, 

To make all laws wl1 1ch shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execu­
tion the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this constitution i n  the 
government of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof. 

§ 9. The migration or iniportation ::,f . such persons as any of the states now
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the congress prior 
to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be ill\­
posed on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each person. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when 
in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed. 
No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the 

census or enumeration hereinbefore directed to be taken. 
No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any state. 
No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the 

ports of one state over those of another; nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one 
state, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. 

, No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of appropria­
tions made by law ; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and 
expenditures of all public money shall be published from time to time. 

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States ; and no person hold­
ing any office of profit or trust under them, shall, without the consent of the con­
gress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, 
from any king, prinoo, or foreign state 

§ 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance or confederation ; grant
letters of marque and reprisal ; coin money ; emit bills of credit; make any thing 
but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts ; pass any bill of attainder, 
ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts or grant any title 
-0f nobility. 

No state shall, without the consent of the congress, lay any imposts or duties 
-0n imports or exports, except what may be · absolutely necessary for executing its 
inspection laws ; and the net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by anl state 
-0n imports or exports, shall be for the use of the treasury of the United States; 
.and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of the congress. 

No state shall, without the consent of congress, lay any duty on i onnage, keep 
troops or ships of war in time ot peace, enter into any agreement or compact with 
another state or with a foreign power or engage in war unless actually invaded, 
or in such imminent danger as will not admit of delay. 

A RTICLE 2 . - THE EXECUTIVE. 

§ 1 .  The executive power shall be vested in a president of the United States
of America. He shall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together 
with the vice-president, chosen for the same term, be elected as follows : 

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legislature thereof may direct, 
a number of electors, equal to the whole number of senators and representatives 
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t.o which the state may be entitled in the congress; but no senator or representa­
tive, or person holding an office of trust or profit under the United Statt>s, shall 
be appainted an elector. 

The congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on 
which they shall give their votes ; which day shall be the same throughout the 
United States. 

No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at the 
time of the adoption of this constitution shall he e ligible to t he otfic<> of presi­
dent ; neither shall any person be eligible to that offict• who shRI I  not lrnve 
attained. to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen years a Mmlt-nt  within 
the United States. 

In case of the removal of the president from offic{', or of hiR df'Rth ,  rei-ig"nRt ion, 
or inability to discharge the powers and dutit•s of the i;aid otfiet• ,  t he 1,1u11, •  t-hall 
devolve on the vice-president, and t he conJ!res.,; may by law providt• for t he cru;e 
of removal, dee.th, resignation, or inability, both of the prei-idt·nt  and ,·ice-prt•i:i­
dent, declaring what officer shall then act as president .  and such offil'er i-hnll act 
accordingly, mtil the disability be removed, or a president shall ht- •�lt·cted .  

The president shall, a t  stated times, receive for his servict.>s a c11mp1• 1 1i;nt ion, 
which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the pt.•riod fur which he 
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that JX'rio<l auy other 
emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the following oath 
or affirmation : 

" I  do selemoly swear (or affirm)  that I will faithfully execute the offl<'f' of frMldent of the l'nlted States. and 
wW, to th• best of my ablllty, prese"e, protect aud defend the Colllilllullon o the t.:nlted States. · •  

§ 2. The pr-esident shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the
United States, and of the militia ')f the �veral stat<>s when calle<l into the actual 
service of the United States ; he may require the -:>pinion in writ ing of the prin­
cipal officer in each of the executive departments, upon any subj(•C't rl'lating to 
the duties of their respective offices, and he shall have pcwer to �rant repriews 
and pardons for offenses against the United Staks, except in ca�.-s of impeach­
ment. 

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, to make 
treaties, provided two-thirds of the senators present concur ; and he shall nomi­
nate and, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, shall appoin t  amhas­
sadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the supn•me court , and all 
other officers of the United States whose appoinhnents are not lwrt'in ut lwrwise 
provided for, and which shall be established by law ; but the cungrt•ss may by law 
vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they th ink proper in the presi­
dent alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of departments 

The president shall have power to fill up all vacanc-ies t hat n,ay hapJ)(>n during 
the rec�ss of the senate, by granting commissions which shall cxvire at the end of 
their next session. 

§ 3. He shall from time to time give to the congress information of the state
of the union, and recommend to their considerat ion such ID('8Rures as he shall 
judge necessary and expedient ; he may, on extraonlinary O<X'asions. com·(•ne hoth 
houses, or e i �  11er of  them , and in case of  disagreement betwec•n t lwm, with r1·!--pect 
to the tim1 of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall th ink 
proper; he suall receive ambassadors and other public ministers : he shall take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the officers of 
the United States. 

§ 4. The president, vice-president, and all civil officers of the United States
shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction o1, treason, 
bribery, or other lligh crimes and mblemeanors. 
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ARTICLE 3. - THE JUDIEJIABY, 
§ 1. The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one supreme

court, and in such inferior courts as the congress may from time to time ordain 
and establish . The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall 
hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated times, receive for 
their services a compensation which shall not be diminished during their con­
tinuance in-office . 

§ 2. The judicial powC'r shall extend to all cases in law and equity, arising
under this constitution, the laws of the United States, and trea ties made, or 
which shall be made under their authority ; to all cases affecting ambassadors, 
other public ministers, and consuls ; to all cases of admiralty and maritime juris­
diction ; to controversies to which the United States shall be a party ; to contro­
versies between two or more states; between a state and citizens of another state ; 
between citizens of different states ;  between citizens of the same state claiming 
lands under grants of different states, and between a state, er the citizens thereef, 
and foreign states, citizens or subjects. 

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and 
thm:e in which a state shall be party, thti supreme court shall have original juris­
diction. In all the other cases before mentioned, the supreme court shall have 
appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and under 
such regulations as the congress shall make . 

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury ; and 
such trial shall be held in the state where the said crime shall have been committed ; 
but when not committed within any state, the trial shall be at such place or 
places as the congress may by law have directed. 

§ 8. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war
against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No 
person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to 
the same overt act, or on oonfession in open court. 

The congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason, but no 
attainder of treason shall ,vork corruption of blood, or forfeiture except during the 
life of the person attainted. 

ARTICLE 4. - THE STATES AND TERRITORIES. 
§ 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public acts,

records, and judicial proceedings of every other state . And the congress may by 
general laws prescribe the manner in which such acts, records, and proceedings 
shall be proved, and the effect thereof. 

§ 2. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and immuni­
ties of citizens in the several states. 

A person charged in any state with treason, felon[, or other crime, who shall
flee from justice, and be found in another state, shal , on demand of the executive 
authority of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the 
state having jurisdiction of the crime. 

No person held to service or labor in one state under the laws thereof, escaping 
into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged 
from su�h service or labor, but sha-ll be delivered up on claim of the pe.rty to 
whom such service or labor may be due. 

§ 8. New states may be admitted by the congress into this unien ; but no new
state shall be formed or erected _within the jurisdiction of any other state ; nor 
any state be formed by the junction of two or mare states, or parts of state,, with­
out the consent of the leiislatures of the states conoemed, as well as of the oon­
gre88. 
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The congress shall have power to dispose of and make dl nee<lful rules and 
regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging to the l'nited 
States ; and nothing in this const itution shall he su <'onstrued as to prej udi<'e any 
claims of the Crute<l States. or of any particular stnte. 

§ 4. The United States shall guarantee to every i,tate in thiR union a repuh­
lican form of government, and shall protect ea<'h of t hem against invasion . and 
on application of the legh1lature, or of the executive ( when t he legislat ure <'Hm1ot 
be convened ) , against domestic violence. 

ARTICLE 5.-A MEN D)l ESTS. 

The congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses 1,h11ll deem it ne<'essnrv. Rhall 
propose amendments to this <'onstitut ion, or, on t he appli<'nt iun of the legis.lnt urp;, 
of two-thirds of the several states. shall call a com·ent ion for pro} '• ti- ing amend­
ments, which in either mse. shall he valid to all intents mul purposps as ] Jnrt of 
this const itution, when rat ified by the  legislat ures of t hrt>t>-fourt hs of the  st>wrnl 
st.ates, or by conventions in three-fourt hs thereof, mi the one or the ot her m 1 1de 1 1( 
ratification may he proposed hy t he <'ongrt!sH ; provi1led. t hat no 11 1 1u• 1 11 lme11t 
which may be made prior to the year one thommml e ight h undred and e igh t .  
shall in  any manner affect the  first  and fourth <'lnm,es in  tht>  n in th  St!<'t ion of t he 
first article ; and that no state, without i ts consent. shall he deprived of i ts  e1 1unl 
suffrage in the senate .  

ARTICLE 6.-:MISCELLASEors PRoVISIOSS. 

All debts contracted and engagement.'! entered in to, lwfore the adopt ion of t h is 
constitution, shall he rui vnlid against the l' nite<l 8t11 te8 under th iH co11Ht i tu t i"n 
as under the confe<lerntion. 

This constitution, aml the laws of the rnited 8tntes whi<'h 1,hnll  he mnde in 
pursuance thereof, and all  t renties made or which shnll he rnnde, under the 
authority of the Vnited States, 1,hall he the suvreme lnw of the  land : nml t h e  
judges i n  every 1,tate shall he bound thereby. nnyt hing in  t h e  <'onst i tut iun or 
laws of any stnte to the <'ontrary notwithstand ing. 

The senators and representatives hefore ment ioned, and the mPml>t>rs of the  
several state legislatures, and a ll exe<'ut i w  and j \ll l i <'ial offi<'Prs, bot h of the  
United 8tates and of  the  several stateR. shall he hound hy oat h or  ntfir 1 1 1 a t i un to  

· support this constitut ion ; hut no religious te:-t t-hn l l  ever he rn1 1u i rt>< I ns  n
qualification to any office or puhli<' trust under the l'n itt><l 1, tntPH.

A RTICLE 7 .-RATIFH."ATIOS. 

The ratificat ion of the eunvent iuns of nine statP:-1 shall he s11 ffi<' ie1 1 t  for the  
estnblishment of  this constitution between the  s tatt•s s•> rat i fying the  sa me. 
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