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THIRTIETH DAY

Bismarck , February 1
7 , 1972

The Convention was called to order a
t
8 : 00 a . m . by President

Wenstrom .

Prayer was offered b
y

Rev . Warren K . Johnson , Pastor , First
Lutheran Church , Bismarck .

“God of creation and Lord of us all ,

" Bless our efforts as we engage in the art o
fwriting a document

under which we must all live ,

" Help us to exercise true statesmanship ,

“May we sense the sacred trust we have been given by the gov
erned ,

"May the constitution as completed reflect the high ideals and
the just causes we know to be right and honorable ,

" Bless our people a
s they seek to live harmoniously under this

written code ,

“May the judgment o
f history that rests upon these efforts be :

" It was well done by good and faithful servants .

“ T
o this end we pray God ' s blessing upon us all . Amen . "

Roll was called , and all Delegates were present except Delegates
Benz , Butler , Ketchum and Trenbeath .

A quorum was declared by the President .

REVISION AND CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL
Mr . President : Your Committee o

n Revision and Correction o
f

the Journal has carefully examined the Journal of the 14th day
of February , 1972 , and recommends that the same be corrected a

s

follows :

On page 472 , following line 41 , insert the following : “ The Reso
lution was adopted . ”

On page 472 , delete lines 51 and 5
2 , and insert in lieu thereof :

"On page 2 , line 1 , after the word "any ” insert the following
words : " full time "

On page 474 , in line 1
1 , following the word " Section ” insert the

numeral “ 8 ”

On page 479 , line 1
7 , delete “One house legislature (Unicameral ) "

and insert in lieu thereof “ Two house legislature (Bicameral ) ”

On page 479 , line 1
8 , delete “ Two house legislature (Bicameral ) ”

and insert in lieu thereof “One house legislature (Unicameral ) "

On page 489 , line 1
8 , delete “ and ” and insert in lieu thereof " as ”

And when so corrected recommends that the same be approved .

DELEGATE SIMONSON , Chairman
Delegate Paulson moved that the report be adopted , which mo
tion prevailed .
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REVISION AND CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL
Mr . President : Your Committee o

n Revision and Correction o
f

the Journal has carefully examined the Journal of the 15th day
of February , 1972 , and recommends that the same be corrected a

s

follows :

Page 510 , line 2
4 , before the word " Style " insert the following :

" Section 1
1 of Article VII as now in "

Page 511 , line 7 , before the word "Style " insert the following :

"Section 1
1 ofArticle VII as now in " .

Page 512 , line 1
9 , before the name “ Baker " insert the word

" Delegate "
And when so corrected recommends that the same be approved .

DELEGATE SIMONSON , Chairman
Delegate Dobson moved that the report be adopted , which mo
tion prevailed .

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
The Resolutions Committee introduced :

Resolution No . P . A resolution urging the secretary o
f

state to

employ boldface o
r

italicized type in the preparation o
f

the official
ballot for the proposed 1972 constitution .

Was read the first time .

Delegate Scheel moved that the rules be suspended , and that
Resolution No . P not be referred to committee , and be placed be
fore the Convention for final passage , which motion prevailed .

Page 1

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA OF 1972

RESOLUTION No . P

Introduced by Committee o
n Resolution .

A resolution urging the secretary o
f

state to employ boldface

o
r

italicized type in the preparation o
f the official ballot for

the proposed 1972 constitution .

�
�
�
�

�
�
�

�

C
o
ro

WHEREAS , delegates to the Constitutional Convention o
f

the
state o

f

North Dakota are concerned that the official ballot on

the proposed 1972 constitution sets forth the propositions in a
n

8 easily understandable form ; and
WHEREAS , they also recognize that a clear and attractive

1
0 presentation o
f

the propositions is essential to ready compre

1
1 hension by the electors ; and ,

1
2 WHEREAS , it is universally acknowledged that boldfacing

12a and

1
3 italicizing o
f

the printed word help to attract attention to

1
4 language so treated ; and ,

1
5 WHEREAS , the Convention is aware o
f

the important role

1
6 performed by the secretary of state in the preparation and

1
7 distribution o
f

the official ballot to be used a
t

the special

1
8 election o
n April 28 of this year ,

1
9 NOW , THEREFORE , BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
19a CONSTITUTIONAL

2
0 CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA :

21 That the secretary o
f

state be respectfully requested to

2
2 prepare in boldface type o
n the official ballot themain question

2
3 of approval or rejection of the proposed 1972 constitution , and

2
4 that he be similarly requested to prepare , either in boldfaced o
r

2
5 italicized type , those sections o
f

the proposed 1972 constitution ,

Page 2

1 appearing in the Adoption Schedule , for which there are

la differing

2 alternate sections .
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3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that an enrolled copy of this
4 resolution be delivered to the secretary of state by the close of
5 the Constitutional Convention .
Delegate Pearce moved that further consideration of Resolution
P delayed until 11 :00 a.m ., which motion prevailed .

REPORT OF PROCEDURAL COMMITTEE
Mr. President:
Your Committee on Style and Drafting to whom was referred
Committee Proposal No . 1- 121 has had the same under considera
tion and recommends that the same be amended as follows :
On page 1, line 18, after " adopted ” insert a comma
On page 1, line 19 , delete “ laws” and insert in lieu thereof " stat
utes"

On page 1, line 19, after “ ordinances ,” insert " administrative
rules and "
On page 1, line 20 , delete " rules of court " and insert in lieu there
of “ court rules"
On page 2, line 28 , after the numerals " 1973 " insert a comma
On page 3, line 5 , delete " Proposal 4 - 1” and insert in lieu there
of “ Proposition 1B ”

And renumber the lines accordingly .
And when so amended , the Committee recommends that the
same do pass .

DELEGATE UNRUH , Chairman
Delegate Unruh moved that the report be adopted , which motion
prevailed .
Delegate Unruh moved that the rules be suspended , and that the
amendments to Committee Proposal 1- 121 , as recommended by the
Committee on Style and Drafting , be adopted , which motion pre
vailed .
Delegate Unruh moved that the rules be suspended , and that
Committee Proposal 1- 121 be deemed properly re - engrossed and
placed on the calendar for second passage , which motion pre
vailed .

SECOND READING OF PROPOSALS
Committee Proposal No, 1- 121. Be it resolved by the North Da
kota Constitutional Convention that a new article to the consti
tution of the state of North Dakota be created , pertaining to a
transition schedule .
Which has been read .

ROLL CALL
The question being on the second passage of the proposal, as
amended , the roll was called and there were ayes , 92 ; nays , 0 ;
absent and not voting , 6 .
Those voting in the affirmative were :
Aas Engelter Kessel Quam
Aubol Engstrom Knudson Roney
Baker Erickson Kretschmar Rosendahl
Bassingthwaite Fallgatter Kwako Rude
Bender Fiedler Lamb Rundle
Benson Fritzell Lander Sanstead
Berg Geelan Larsen Saugstad
Billey Gipp Lerberg Scheel
Binek Griffin Litten Schmit
Birkeland Hardmeyer Longmire Simonson
Brakke Hartl McElroy Sinner
Burbidge Haugen McIntyre Solberg
Burke Hendrickson Maxwell Sondreal
Byrne Hernett Meidinger Stanton
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Cart Hildebrand Miller Sullivan
Chase Hill Nething Thompson
Christensen Hoffner Nicholas Tudor
Daniels Hoghaug O 'Toole Unruh
Dawson Hougen Omdahl Urdahl
Decker Hubrig Paulson Vogel
Devine Huckle Peters Warner
Diehl Jestrab Peterson Wicks
Dobson Kelsch Poulson Mr. President
Absent and not voting :
Benz Ketchum Trenbeath Wallin
Butler Pearce
So the proposal passed and the title was agreed to , and Commit
tee Proposal 1- 121 was referred to the Committee on Style and
Drafting .

REPORT OF PROCEDURAL COMMITTEE
Mr. President :
Your Committee on Style and Drafting moves that the rules be
suspended and that Style and Drafting Proposal No. 5 - 16 be intro
duced , such proposal being a redraft of Style and Drafting redraft
proposals numbered 5 - 1 and 5 - 12 and alternate proposals 4 - 1, 4 - 2,
4 - 4 and 4 - 7.
Further that this redraft proposal not be referred to a commit
tee but be placed on eleventh order for second reading and pas
sage , and be subject to debate and amendment only as to style
and drafting alterations.

DELEGATE UNRUH , Chairman
Delegate Unruh moved that the report be adopted , which motion
prevailed , and the report was adopted .

INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSALS
Committee on Style and Drafting introduced :
Style and Drafting Proposal No. 5 - 16 . Be it resolved by the
North Dakota Constitutional Convention that a new article to the
constitution of the state of North Dakota which pertains to an
adoption schedule and ballot, be created .
Was read the first time.

SECOND READING OF PROPOSALS
Style and Drafting Proposal No . 5 - 16 . Be it resolved by the
North Dakota Constitutional Convention that a new article to the
constitution of the state of North Dakota which pertains to an
adoption schedule and ballot, be created .
Which has been read .
Delegate Decker moved that Redraft Proposal 5 - 16 be amended
as follows :
Page 1 , line 15, after “ 1A ” insert the following : “ Two -house leg
islature (Bicameral ) ” .
Page 6 , line 8, after “ 1B ” insert the following :
“One -house legislature (Unicameral ) ”
Which motion prevailed .
Delegate Unruh moved that the rules be suspended , and that
Committee Proposal 5 - 16 be deemed properly engrossed and placed
on the calendar for second passage, which motion prevailed .

ROLL CALL
The question being on the second passage of the proposal, as
amended , the roll was called and there were ayes, 83 ; nays, 8 ;
absent and not voting , 7.
Those voting in the affirmative were :
Aas Engstrom Kelsch Quam
Aubol Erickson Kessel Roney
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Gipp

Berg ,

Bender Fallgatter Knudson Rosendahl
Benson Fiedler Kretschmar Rude
Billey Fritzell Lamb Sanstead
Binek Geelan Lander Saugstad
Birkeland Larsen Scheel
Brakke Griffin Lerberg Schmit
Burbidge Hardmeyer Litten Simonson
Burke Hartl Longmire Sinner
Byrne Haugen McIntyre Sondreal
Cart Hendrickson Maxwell Sullivan
Chase Hernett Miller Tudor
Christensen Hildebrand Nething Unruh
Daniels Hill Nicholas Urdahl
Dawson Hoffner O 'Toole Vogel
Decker Hoghaug Omdahl Wallin
Devine Hougen Paulson Warner
Diehl Hubrig Pearce Wicks
Dobson Huckle Peters Mr. President
Engelter Jestrab Poulson
Those voting in the negative were :
Baker McElroy Solberg
Bassingthwaite Kwako Rundle Stanton

Absent and not voting :
Benz Ketchum Peterson Trenbeath
Butler Meidinger Thompson
So the proposal passed and the title was agreed to , and Com
mittee Proposal 5 - 16 was referred to the Committee on Style and
Drafting.

REPORT OF PROCEDURAL COMMITTEE
Mr. President:
Your Committee on Style and Drafting recommends that the Con
vention take no further action on Alternate Proposals Numbered
4 - 1, 4 - 2, 4 - 4 and 4 - 7 for the reason that each alternate proposal
has now been incorporated into Style and Drafting Redraft Pro
posal No. 5 - 16.
Also no further action be taken on Style and Drafting Redraft
Proposals Numbered 5 - 1 and 5 - 12 for the reason that they have
now been incorporated into Style and Drafting Redraft Proposal
No. 5 - 16.

DELEGATE UNRUH , Chairman
Delegate Unruh moved that the report be adopted , which motion
prevailed .

ANNOUNCEMENTS
President Wenstrom announced the appointment of the follow
ing to an Executive Committee of the Public Information Commit
tee : Delegates Paulson , Dobson , McIntyre, Diehl , Omdahl and
Birkeland .
Delegate Ketchum reported his presence at the Convention .
President Wenstrom declared the Convention would stand re
cessed subject to the call of the chair .
The Convention reconvened with President Wenstrom presiding .

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
The Resolutions Committee introduced :
Resolution No . Q . A resolution vesting the president of the Con
stitutional Convention with the authority to perform all necessary
acts relative to the Convention after its adjournment.
Was read the first time.
Delegate Scheel moved that the rules be suspended , and that
Resolution No. Q not be referred to committee , and be placed be
fore the Convention for final passage, which motion prevailed .
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Page 1
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA OF 1972

RESOLUTION No. Q
Introduced by Committee on Resolutions

A resolution vesting the president of the Constitutional
2 Convention with the authority to perform all necessary acts
3 relative to the Convention after its adjournment .

5 WHEREAS , the North Dakota Constitutional Convention of
5a 1972

6 is now engaged in preparing a proposed constitution for sub
6a mission
7 to the electors of the state at a special election to be called
8 in a manner provided in the Convention ' s enabling act ; and
9 WHEREAS , the Convention is required by such enabling act
10 to complete its work and to adjourn no later than the
10a seventeenth
11 day of February , 1972 ; and
12 WHEREAS , there will remain a number of tasks to be
12a performed
13 after the adjournment of the Convention , among others ,
13a informing
14 the public of the provisions of the proposed document submitted
15 to them for ratification , preparation ofmaterials for delegate
16 appearances on behalf of the proposed document, and the
16a preparation
17 of Convention materials of historical value for deposit with the
18 State Historical Society ; and
19 WHEREAS , in order to complete such work it will be
20 necessary that the president of the Convention have the
20a authority
21 to act in an official capacity and to maintain a staff and direct
22 them in the completion of the Convention ' s affairs after the
date of adjournment of the Convention ; and
WHEREAS , it will be necessary that the president of the

25 Convention be authorized to sign all necessary vouchers for
Page 2

1 payment of expenses incurred by the Convention ;
2 NOW , THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
2a CONSTITUTIONAL
3 CONVENTION OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA OF

4 THAT the president of the Convention is hereby
5 authorized to function in an official capacity after the
5a adjournment
6 of the Convention , and may maintain such staff and perform
6a such
7 acts as he deems are necessary to satisfactorily complete the
8 work of the Convention .
9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the president of the
10 Convention is authorized to sign all necessary vouchers for
10a payment
11 of expenses incurred after the adjournment of the Convention .
The question then was on the final adoption of Resolution No .

Q , which was adopted on a roll call vote.
ROLL CALL

The roll was called and there were ayes, 95 ; nays , 0 ; absent and
not voting , 3.
Those voting in the affirmative were :
Aas Engstrom Knudson Roney
Aubol Erickson Kretschmar Rosendahl
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Baker
Bassingthwaite
Bender
Benson
Berg
Billey
Binek
Birkeland
Brakke
Burbidge
Burke
Byrne
Cart
Chase
Christensen
Daniels
Dawson
Decker
Devine
Diehl
Dobson
Engelter

Fallgatter
Fiedler
Fritzell
Geelan
Gipp
Griffin
Hardmeyer
Hartl
Haugen
Hendrickson
Hernett
Hildebrand
Hill
Hoffner
Hoghaug
Hougen
Hubrig
Huckle
Jestrab
Kelsch
Kessel
Ketchum

Kwako
Lamb
Lander
Larsen
Lerberg
Litten
Longmire
McElroy
McIntyre
Maxwell
Meidinger
Miller
Nething
Nicholas
O 'Toole
Omdahl
Paulson
Pearce
Peters
Peterson
Poulson
Quam

Rude
Rundle
Sanstead
Saugstad
Scheel
Schmit
Simonson
Sinner
Solberg
Sondreal
Stanton
Sullivan
Thompson

Tudor
Unruh
Urdahl
Vogel
Wallin
Warner
Wicks
Mr. President

Absent and not voting :
Benz Butler Trenbeath

Resolution Q was adopted .
Delegate Pearce moved that the report of the Budget Committee
be adopted , and that the Report be printed in the Journal, which
motion prevailed on a roll call vote .

ROLL CALL

The roll was called , and there were ayes , 92 ; nays, 0 ; absent and
not voting , 6 .

Those voting in the affirmative were :
Aas Engelter Kessel
Aubol Engstrom Ketchum
Baker Erickson Knudson
Bassingthwaite Fallgatter Kretschmar
Bender Fiedler Kwako
Benson Fritzell Lamb
Berg Geelan Lander
Billey Gipp Larsen
Binek Griffin Lerberg
Birkeland Hardmeyer Litten
Brakke Hartl Longmire
Burbidge Haugen McElroy
Burke Hendrickson McIntyre
Byrne Hernett Meidinger
Cart Hildebrand Miller
Chase Hill Nicholas
Christensen Hoffner O ' Toole
Daniels Hoghaug Omdahl
Dawson Hougen Paulson
Decker Hubrig Pearce
Devine Huckle Peters
Diehl Jestrab Peterson
Dobson Kelsch Poulson

Absent and not voting :
Benz Maxwell Scheel
Butler Nething

Quam
Roney
Rosendahl
Rude
Rundle
Sanstead
Saugstad
Schmit
Simonson
Sinner
Solberg
Sondreal
Stanton
Sullivan
Thompson
Tudor
Unruh
Urdahl
Vogel
Wallin
Warner
Wicks
Mr. President

Trenbeath
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INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
The Resolutions Committee introduced :
Resolution No. R . A resolution expressing the gratitude of the
Convention to the State Library Commission and its employees for
themany services rendered to the delegates , committees and staff .
Was read the first time.
Delegate Scheel moved that the rules be suspended , and that
Resolution No. R not be referred to committee , and be placed be
fore the Convention for final passage , which motion prevailed .

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA OF 1972

RESOLUTION No . R .
Introduced by Committee on Resolutions

1 A resolution expressing the gratitude of the Convention to the
2 State Library Commission and its employees for the many
2a services
3 rendered to the delegates , committees and staff.

5 WHEREAS , the State Library Commission has been most
6 cooperative during both the interim and plenary session in
6a providing
7 individual delegates with historical material on the North
7a Dakota
8 constitution of 1889 , which appeared in various newspaper
9 articles ; and
10 WHEREAS , the State Library Commission built up a large
11 collection of books , pamphlets , documents , research papers and
other materials on state constitutions in general and made this

12a all
13 available to the staff of this Convention as well as to the
14 committees and delegates ; and
WHEREAS , these services added greatly to the success of the

16 delegates in drafting the document which is the proposed
17 constitution of 1972;
18 NOW , THEREFORE , BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NORTH
18a DAKOTA
19 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION :
That the North Dakota Constitutional Convention express its

21 appreciation to the State Library Commission and its employees
22 for all the services rendered to the delegates , committees and
23 staff of the Convention , during both the interim and plenary
23a session .
24 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that a copy of the resolution
24a be for
25 warded to the State Library Commission at Bismarck , North
25a Dakota .
The question then was on the final adoption of Resolution No . R ,
which was adopted on a voice vote .
President Wenstrom requested unanimous consent of the con
vention to consider Resolution P , which request was granted .
Delegate Unruh requested unanimous consent of the Convention
to withdraw Resolution No. P , which request was granted .

POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE
Delegate Byrne requested that the following remarks be printed

in the Journal.
Delegate Byrne :

"Mr. President :
" A short time ago , the widow of the late State Senator William
R . Reichert, Stark County , wrote to me after reviewing some of
the personal files of Senator Reichert.
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“ Among these items was the Convention badge o
f

his grand
father , William Ray , who was a delegate to the 1889 North Dakota
Constitutional Convention .

"Mrs . Reichert asked me to present the badge to the officers

o
f

this 1972 Constitutional Convention and that it become a part

o
f

the permanent records of this Convention . I hereby submit it

to you .

“ This should be o
f particular interest to the delegates because

of the major role played by Senator Reichert on behalf of Con
stitutional Revision . One o

f

the few times in the history of the
North Dakota Senate , Senator Reichert , a member o

f

theminority ,

was elected Chairman by the majority to head the Committee o
n

Constitutional Revision . We should pay a late tribute to him for
the part he played in developing interest in the field o

f constitu
tional reform . "

MOTION
Delegate Unruh moved that the final draft of the Constitution

a
s presented in the following Procedural Committee Report be not

read from the desk , which motion prevailed .

REPORT OF PROCEDURAL COMMITTEE
Mr . President :

Your Committee o
n Style and Drafting herewith presents for

your favorable consideration the final draft of the proposed 1972
constitution , which reads as follows :

Constitutional Convention , State o
f

North Dakota begun
and held a

t

the Capitol in the City of Bismarck , on Mon
day , the third day o

f January , one thousand nine hundred
and seventy -two .

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

Adopted o
n the seventeenth day o
f February , one thousand

nine hundred seventy -two , by the Second Constitutional
Convention a

t

the State Capitol in the City o
f Bismarck .

PREAMBLE
We , the people of North Dakota , grateful to Almighty God and
desiring to secure the blessings o

f civil and religious liberty for
ourselves and our posterity , do ordain and establish this constitution .

ARTICLE I

DECLARATION O
F

RIGHTS

Section 1 . INALIENABLE RIGHTS .

All people are endowed with certain inalienable rights ; among
these are life , liberty and the pursuit o

f

health and happiness .

Section 2 . PURPOSE O
F

GOVERNMENT .

All political power is inherent in the people . Government is

instituted for the protection , security and benefit of the people ,

and they have a right to alter or reform the same whenever the
public good may require .
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Section 3. RELIGIOUS FREEDOM .
The free exercise of religious belief and worship shall be forever
guaranteed in this state .
Section 4. FREEDOM OF SPEECH .
Freedom of the press and of all individuals to write , speak and
publish their opinions on all subjects is guaranteed , and each must
be responsible for the abuse of these freedoms.

Section 5. FREEDOM TO ASSEMBLE .
The right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition
or address the government shall never be abridged .

Section 6 . SEARCHES AND SEIZURES .
All people have the right to be secure in their persons , houses ,
papers and other possessions against unreasonable search , seizure ,
invasion of privacy or unreasonable interception of communica
tions by artificial sensory device . No warrant shall be issued but
upon probable cause , supported by oath or affirmation , and par
ticularly describing the place to be searched and the persons or
things to be seized .

Section 7. TRIAL BY JURY.
The right of trial by jury shall be secured to all and shall
remain inviolate . A person accused of a crime for which he
may be confined for a period of more than one year has the
right of trial by a jury of twelve . The legislative assembly may
determine the size of the jury for all other cases .

Section 8 . OPEN COURTS .
Courts shall be open to all, and every person shall have remedy
by due process of law for any injury to his lands, goods, person ,
privacy or reputation . Right and justice shall be administered
without denial or delay .
Section 9. RIGHT TO KEEP ARMS .
The right of the citizens to keep arms for self defense , lawful
hunting , recreational use and other lawful purposes shall not be
abridged , but nothing herein shall be held to permit the unlawful
carrying of concealed weapons.
Section 10 . INDICTMENT OR INFORMATION .
No person shall be proceeded against for a felony other than
by indictment or information , except in cases arising in the mili
tary forces . In misdemeanor cases , offenses may be prosecuted by
indictment, information or complaint . The legislative assembly
may change , regulate or abolish the grand jury system .

Section 11. SPEEDY TRIAL .
In criminal prosecutions in any court whatever , the party
accused shall have the right to a speedy and public trial ; to
have the process of the court to compel the attendance of wit
nesses in his behalf ; and to appear and defend in person and
with counsel . No person shall be twice put in jeopardy for the
same offense , nor be compelled in any criminal case to be a wit
ness against himself , nor be deprived of life, liberty or property
without due process of law .
Section 12 . BAIL .
All persons shall be bailable . Excessive bail shall not be re
quired , nor excessive fines imposed , nor cruel or unusual punish
ments inflicted . Witnesses shall not be unreasonably detained ,
nor be confined in any room where criminals are imprisoned .
Section 13. NO DEATH PENALTY .
Death shall not be prescribed as a penalty for any crime .
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Section 14 . TREASON .
Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against
it, adhering to its enemies or giving them aid and comfort . No per
son shall be convicted of treason unless on the evidence of two
witnesses to the same overt act, or confession in open court .

Section 15 . HABEAS CORPUS .
The privilege of release from unlawful detention or unlawful
imprisonment shall not be suspended unless , in case of rebellion
or invasion , the public safety may require.

Section 16. UNLAWFUL ACTS .
No bill of attainder , ex post facto law or law impairing the
obligations of contracts shall ever be enacted .

Section 17. RIGHTS OF DEBTORS.
The legislative assembly shall provide for the protection of the
rights of debtors and shall provide that homesteads of heads of
families or single persons and reasonable amounts and kinds of
their personal property , as defined by law , shall be exempt from
a forced sale . This section shall not be construed to prevent liens
against a homestead for labor done and materials furnished for
its improvement , in such manner as may be provided by law .

Section 18. NO IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT .
No person shall be imprisoned for debt.

Section 19. GRANTING PRIVILEGES OR IMMUNITIES .
No special privileges or immunities shall ever be granted which
may not be altered , revoked or repealed by the legislative as
sembly ; nor shall any citizen or class of citizens be granted privi
leges or immunities which upon the same terms shall not be granted
to all citizens .

Section 20. UNIFORM OPERATION OF LAWS.
All laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation .
Section 21 . EMINENT DOMAIN .
Private property shall not be taken or damaged for necessary
public use without protecting the rights of the owner and without
just compensation having first been made to the owner for all
damages.
However , the legislative assembly may provide by law for the
taking of property for right-of -way purposes for transportation ,
communication , and transmission of power for public service , by
depositing estimated just compensation for all damages into court
for the owner . The legislative assembly shall provide the procedure
and fix the time limit for determination of damages , necessity
and public use in such cases .

Section 22. SUITS AGAINST THE STATE .
Suits may be brought against the state and its political sub
divisions for negligent injury to a person or his property , but the
legislative assembly may provide for reasonable limitations .

Section 23 . NONDISCRIMINATION IN ACCOMMODATIONS.
All persons are entitled to the full and equal enjoyment of the
goods , services , privileges , advantages and facilities of any public
accommodation , without discrimination based on race , sex , color ,
religion or national origin .

Section 24 . SERVICEMEN AND SERVICEWOMEN .
The people of North Dakota declare that North Dakota service
men and servicewomen may be given special considerations as
determined by the legislative assembly .
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Section 25 . NONDISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT .
The e shall be no discrimination against a qualified natural
person 's right to practice a trade or profession or a citizen 's right
to obtain or hold employment because of race , color , sex , creed ,
or membership or nonmembership in a trade, labor or professional
organization .

Section 26 . CIVIL POWER SUPREME .
The military shall be subordinate to the civil power .

Section 27 . SUPREME LAW .
The Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of
the land .

Section 28 . RIGHTS RETAINED .
To guard against transgressions of the high powers which we
have delegated , we declare that everything in this article is
excepted out of the general powers of government and shall
forever remain inviolate .

ARTICLE II
ELECTIVE FRANCHISE

Section 1. ELECTIONS , VOTER QUALIFICATIONS .
The general election of the state shall be held biennially as pro
vided by law .
Every citizen of the United States , who has attained the age of
eighteen years and who has been a resident of the state six months ,
of the county ninety days and of the precinct thirty days preceding
an election , shall be a qualified elector . When an elector moves
within the state he shall be entitled to vote in the precinct from
which he moves until he establishes voting residence in another
precinct . The legislative assembly shall provide by law for the
determination of residence for voting eligibility , other than physi
cal presence . No elector shall lose his residency for voting eligibility solely by reason of his absence from the state .
The legislative assembly shall provide by law for secrecy in vot
ing, for absentee voting , for administration of elections and for
the nomination of candidates .

Section 2. VOTER DISQUALIFICATIONS .
No person who has been declared mentally incompetent by order
of a court or other authority having jurisdiction , which order has not
been rescinded , shall be qualified to vote ; nor shall any person bequalified to vote if he is confined in a correctional institution or jail ,
or while under sentence for a crime punishable by confinement ex
ceeding one year .

Section 3. FAIR ELECTORAL SYSTEM .
Every candidate for public office shall have a justiciable right to an
electoral system that is not prejudicial to his candidacy .

ARTICLE III
POWERS RESERVED TO THE PEOPLE

If the electors approve alternate proposition 2A , then
Alternate Proposition 2A of the Adoption Schedule containing Article III , Powers Reserved to the People , shall be
placed in this constitution as Article III.
If the electors approve alternate proposition 2B , then
Alternate Proposition 2B of the Adoption Schedule con
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taining Article III, Powers Reserved to the People , shall
be placed in this constitution as Article III .

ARTICLE IV
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

If the electors approve alternate proposition 1A , then
Alternate Proposition IA of the Adoption Schedule con
taining Article IV , Legislative Branch , shall be placed in
this constitution as Article IV .
If the electors approve alternate proposition IB , then
Alternate Proposition 1B of the Adoption Schedule con
taining Article IV , Legislative Branch , shall be placed in
this constitution as Article IV .

ARTICLE V

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Section 1. EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS AND OFFICERS ,
The elected state officials shall be the governor , lieutenant gov
ernor , secretary of state , attorney general and three public service
commissioners .
The governor and lieutenant governor shall be elected on a
joint ballot . Each vote cast for a candidate for governor shall
be deemed cast also for the candidate for lieutenant governor
nominated jointly with him .
The chief executives of the principal departments , other than
those elected or those chosen in a manner otherwise provided for
in this constitution , shall be appointed by the governor and shall
serve at his pleasure . They shall be confirmed or rejected by the
senate upon a recorded vote of a majority of the members elected .
Any nomination not confirmed or rejected by the senate within
twenty session days after being received shall be deemed con
firmed .
The legislative assembly may periodically review the principal
executive departments and may by law change and prescribe the
manner of selecting those chief executive officers appointed by
the governor under the provisions of this article .

SECTION 2. ELECTIONS AND TERMS OF EXECUTIVE
OFFICIALS.

The elected state officials shall be chosen by the electors at a
time designated by the legislative assembly , and shall serve until
their successors are duly qualified . Terms of office shall be four
years , except that terms of the public service commissioners shall
be six years , so arranged that one of them is elected every two
years .
If two or more candidates for any executive office receive an
equal and highest number of votes, the legislative assembly in
joint session shall choose one of them for the office .
Section 3. QUALIFICATIONS.
To be eligible to hold an elective office established by this
article , a person must be an elector of this state , at least twenty
one years old , and must have been a resident of this state for
the two years preceding his election . The attorney general must
be licensed to practice law in this state.

Section 4. COMPENSATION .
The compensation of elected officials shall be as provided by
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law , but shall not be diminished during the term for which they
were elected .

Section 5. PLACE OF HOLDING OFFICE .
Elected state officials and the chief executive officers of the
principal departments shall hold office at the seat of government .

Section 6 . EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION .
The legislative assembly shall allocate the executive power
among not more than fifteen principal state departments , which
shall be organized along broad functional lines . The executive pow
er of each department shall be vested in one person unless other
wise provided by this constitution or by law . The legislative
assembly shall prescribe the duties of and periodically reorganize
the executive departments , provided any reorganization or change
in duties shall not affect the organization and powers granted to
the boards of education in this constitution .
The governor may , for more effective administration , make
changes in the statutory allocation of functions, powers and duties
among and within the executive departments , other than those
headed by constitutionally elective officials. Any change shall be
set forth in an executive order and submitted to both houses of
the legislative assembly on the same day . The legislative assembly
shall have thirty session days to disapprove the order . If not
disapproved by amajority of the members elected to either house ,
the order shall have the force of law when filed with the secretary
of state or on a later date specified therein .

Section 7 . STATE PLANNING COUNCIL .
The chief executives of the principal state departments shall
constitute the state planning council . The governor shall be chair
man of the council and the lieutenant governor shall be vice chair
man . The council shall prepare a comprehensive state plan based on
the comprehensive plan for each department .

Section 8 . POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE GOVERNOR .
The governor is the chief executive of the state . He shall have
the responsibility to see that the state ' s business is well adminis
tered , and that its laws are faithfully executed .

He shall present the comprehensive state plan , and his own
recommendations , to the legislative assembly a

t

the beginning of
each session and a

t any other time he chooses .

He may call special sessions of the legislative assembly .

He may require information in writing from all executive offi
cials and officers concerning the performance o

f

their respective
duties .

He shall prescribe the duties o
f

the lieutenant governor .

He is commander - in -chief o
f the state ' s military forces , except

when they are called into the service of the United States , and
he may mobilize them to execute the laws and to maintain order .

He may grant reprieves , commutations and pardons . He may
delegate this power in a manner provided by law .

He may supervise business with the United States and other
states .

Section 9 . GOVERNOR — VETO POWER .

Every bill passed by the legislative assembly shall be presented

to the governor for his signature . If the governor signs the bill

it shall become law .

The governor may veto a bill passed by the legislative assembly .

He may veto o
r

reduce items in a
n appropriation bill . Portions

o
f

the bill not vetoed o
r

reduced shall become law .
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The governor shall return for reconsideration any vetoed item

o
r bill , with a statement o
f his objections , to the house in which

it originated . That house shall immediately enter the governor ' s

objections upon its journal . If , by a recorded vote , two -thirds of
the members elected to that house pass a vetoed item o

r bill ,

it shall immediately be delivered to the other house . If , by a

recorded vote , two -thirds of the members elected to the other
house also pass it , the vetoed item o

r bill shall become law . An
item reduced in amount shall follow the same procedure a

s

a

vetoed item o
r bill , except that it shall be restored to it
s original

amount if passed by a majority of the members elected to each

house . If a reduced item is not restored , it shall become law in

the reduced amount .

While the legislative assembly is in session , a bill shall become
law if the governor neither signs nor vetoes it within five days ,

Sundays excepted , after its delivery to him . If the legislative
assembly is not in session , a bill shall become law if the governor
neither signs nor vetoes it within fifteen days , Sundays excepted ,

after its delivery to him .
Section 1

0 . VACANCIES .
The governor may fill a vacancy in any office by appointment

if no other method is provided by this constitution o
r by law .

If , while the senate is recessed o
r adjourned , a vacancy occurs

in any office which is filled by appointment with senate confir
mation , the governor shall make a temporary appointment to the
office . When the senate reconvenes he shall make a nomination

to fill the office . Except o
n request o
f

the senate , no nominee
rejected by the senate shall again be nominated for that office
at the same session , nor shall he be appointed to that office during

a recess o
r adjournment of the senate .

Section 1
1 . GUBERNATORIAL SUCCESSION .

In the event of a vacancy , the order of succession to the office

o
f governor shall be the elected lieutenant governor and thereafter

a
s provided by law .

If the governor is unable to serve because o
f

death , impeach
ment , resignation , failure to qualify , removal from office , or dis
ability , the powers and duties of the governor shall devolve upon
the official next in line of succession for the remainder o

f
the

term , or until the governor is acquitted o
r his disability removed .

If the governor -elect dies , resigns , or fails to qualify , the lieu
tenant governor -elect shall succeed to the office of governor for
the full term . If the governor -elect fails to assume office for any
other reason , the lieutenant governor -elect shall serve a

s acting
governor , and he shall succeed to the office of governor if the
governor -elect does not assume his office within six months after
the beginning of the term .

The legislative assembly shall b
y

law specify b
y

whom and b
y

what procedures the ability of the governor , or anyone acting a
s

governor , to serve o
r

to resume office may be questioned and
determined . The supreme court shall have original , exclusive
and final jurisdiction to determine absence and disability of the
governor or governor -elect , and to determine the existence of a

vacancy in the office o
f governor and all questions concerning
succession to the office or to its powers and duties .

ARTICLE VI
JUDICIAL BRANCH

Section 1 . JUDICIAL POWER .

The judicial power of the state is vested in a unified judicial sys
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tem consisting of a supreme court , a district court and other courts as

may b
e provided b
y

law .

Section 2 . SUPREME COURT JURISDICTION .

The supreme court shall be the highest court o
f

the state . It shall
have appellate jurisdiction and the authority to issue , hear , deter
mine and enforce such writs as are necessary to the proper exercise

o
f

its jurisdiction . The supreme court shall consist of five justices ,

one of whom shall be designated chief justice a
s provided by law .

The supreme court shall make rules for the governing o
f , and pre

scribe procedures for , all courts . The chief justice shall exercise gen
eral superintending control over all courts .

Section 3 . UNCONSTITUTIONALITY .

No legislative enactment o
f

the state shall be declared unconstitu
tional unless at least four o

f
the supreme court justices so decide .

Section 4 . SUPREME COURT DECISIONS .

When a judgment o
r

order is reversed , modified o
r

confirmed
by the supreme court , the reasons shall be concisely stated in writ
ing , signed by the justices concurring , filed in the office o

f

the
clerk of the supreme court and preserved with a record o

f

the case .

Any justice dissenting may give the reason for his dissent in writ
ing over his signature .

Section 5 . APPEALS .

Appeals shall be allowed from decisions of lower courts to the
supreme court under procedures a

s may be provided by law o
r by

rule of court .

Section 6 . ELECTION AND TERMS OF JUSTICES .
The justices o

f

the supreme court shall be chosen by the electors
of the state for ten -year terms , so arranged that one justice is elec
ted every two years . They shall hold office until their successors are
duly qualified and shall receive compensation as provided by law .
Section 7 . DISTRICT COURT JURISDICTION .

The district court shall have original jurisdiction of all justiciable
causes , except as otherwise provided by law , and such appellate
jurisdiction as may be provided by law or by rule of the supreme
court . The district court shall have authority to issue such writs
as are necessary to the proper exercise of its jurisdiction .

Section 8 . ELECTION AND TERMS OF DISTRICT COURT
JUDGES .

The state shall be divided into judicial districts by order of the
supreme court . In each district one or more judges shall be chosen
by the electors of the district to be served . The term of office
shall be six years . They shall hold office until their successors are
duly qualified and shall receive compensation as provided by law .

Section 9 . QUALIFICATIONS .

Supreme court justices and district court judges shall b
e

citizens

o
f

the United States and residents o
f

this state , shall be admitted

to the bar in this state , and shall possess any additional qualifica
tions prescribed by law . Judges of other courts shall be selected
for such terms and shall have such qualifications a
s may be pre
scribed by law .

Section 1
0 . RESTRICTIONS .

No supreme court justice o
r district court judge shall engage in

the practice of law or hold any public office , elective or appointive ,

not judicial in nature .
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Section 11. DISQUALIFICATIONS .
When any justice or judge is interested in any way in a pend
ing cause or is unable to si

t

in court because he is physically o
r

mentally incapacitated , the supreme court shall assign a judge , o
r

retired justice o
r judge , to hear the cause .

Section 1
2 . REMOVAL .

The legislative assembly shall establish by law a procedure for
removal o

f justices and judges for misconduct in office o
r inability

to perform the duties o
f

office ,whether willful or because of physi
cal o

r mental disability o
r incompetency . Except for impeachment

proceedings , the supreme court shall have original , exclusive and
final jurisdiction in judicial removal proceedings . A supreme
court justice being proceeded against shall be disqualified from
acting in the proceedings , and a district court judge selected by
the remaining justices shall act in his stead .

Section 1
3 . RETIREMENT .

The legislative assembly may provide by law for the retirement
of supreme court justices , district court judges and judges o

f

other
courts .

Section 1
4 . VACANCIES .

A judicial nominating committee shall be established by law .

Any vacancy in the office of supreme court justice or district court
judge shall be filled by appointment by the governor from a list
of candidates nominated by the committee , unless the governor calls

a special election to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term .

An appointment shall continue until the next general election , when
the office shall be filled by election for the remainder of the term .

Section 1
5 . CONFIRMATION .

If no candidate other than the incumbent supreme court justice

o
r district court judge has been nominated for that office , the ballot

a
t the general election shall contain the question : " Shall (name

of justice or judge ) be retained in the office of ( supreme court
justice o

r district court judge ) ? ” Unless a majority o
f

votes cast
on the question are affirmative , the office shall be deemed vacant at

the end o
f

the term and shall be filled a
s provided in this article .
ARTICLE VII

POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS

Section 1 . PURPOSE .

The purpose o
f

this article is to provide for maximum local self
government by all political subdivisions with a minimum duplica
tion of functions .

Section 2 . POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS .

The legislative assembly shall provide by law for the establish
ment and the government of all political subdivisions . Each polit
ical subdivision shall have and exercise such powers a
s provided
by law .

Section 3 . COUNTIES .

The several counties o
f

the State o
f

North Dakota a
s they now

exist are hereby declared to be counties o
f

the State o
f

North Da
kota .

Section 4 . COUNTY SEATS .

The legislative assembly shall provide by law for relocating
county seats within counties , but it shall have no power to remove
the county seat o

f any county .
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Section 5. BOUNDARIES .
Methods and standards by which all or any portion of a county
or counties may be annexed , merged , consolidated , reclassified or
dissolved shall be as provided by law . No portion of any county
or counties shall be annexed , merged , consolidated or dissolved
unless a majority of the electors of each affected county voting on
the question so approve .

Section 6. HOME RULE .
The legislative assembly shall provide by law for the establish
ment and exercise of home rule in counties and cities. No home
rule charter shall become operative in any county or city until
submitted to the electors thereof and approved by a majority of
those voting thereon . In granting home rule powers to cities , the
legislative assembly shall not be restricted by city debt limita
tions contained in this constitution .

Section 7. OPTIONAL FORMS.
The legislative assembly shall also provide by law for optional
forms of government for counties , but no optional form of govern
ment shall become operative in any county until submitted to the
electors thereof at a special or general election , and approved by
amajority of those voting thereon .
Until one of the optional forms of county government is adopted
by any county , the fiscal affairs of the county shall be transacted
by a board of county commissioners as provided by law .

Section 8 . COUNTY SERVICES .
Each county shall provide for law enforcement , administrative
and fiscal services , recording and registration services , educational
services and any other governmental services or functions as may
be provided by law .
All elective county offices or any combinations thereof as they
now exist shall continue to be elective county offices with four
year terms; however , any such county office or offices may be
eliminated either by adoption of a home rule charter , or at a county
wide referendum by a majority of the electors voting on the
question .
A referendum on elimination of county offices shall be provided
for by law , and shall be mandatory in each county at the first
statewide election held not less than two years after the effective
date of this constitution and at least every ten years thereafter .
Whenever an office is eliminated , the county governing board
may provide for any service rendered by that office .

Section 9. REFERENDUM .
Questions on the form of government to be adopted by any coun
ty or on the elimination of county offices may be placed upon a
referendum ballot either by a two-thirds vote of the members of
the county governing board or by petition of electors of the county
equal in number to fifteen percent of the votes cast in the county
for the office of governor at the preceding general election , or as
otherwise provided by law .

Section 10 . SERVICE AGREEMENTS .
Agreements , including those for cooperative or joint administra
tion of any powers or functions,may be made by any political sub
division with any other political subdivision , with the state or with
the United States , unless otherwise provided by law or home rule
charter . A political subdivision may transfer to the county in which
it is located any of its powers or functions unless prohibited by
law or home rule charter , and may in like manner revoke the
transfer .
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Section 11. UTILITY FRANCHISES .
The power of the governing board of a city to franchise the con
struction and operation of any public utility or similar service
within the city shall not be abridged by the legislative assembly .

ARTICLE VIII
EDUCATION

Section 1. PUBLIC EDUCATION .
The legislative assembly shall provide for a uniform system of
free public education .
The legislative assembly shall take other steps necessary to pre
vent illiteracy and to provide for special education and vocational
education .
Schools and institutions so established shall be free from sec
tarian control. No money raised for support of public schools of
the state shall be appropriated to or used for support of any sec
tarian school .

Section 2. BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION .
The state board of public education shall supervise a uniform sys

tem of elementary and secondary public education . The board
shall perform other duties as provided by law .
The board shall consist of nine members , with staggered seven
year terms, appointed by the governor and confirmed by the senate
in amanner provided by law .
The board shall appoint an executive officer , whose term and
duties shall be prescribed by the board .

Section 3. BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION ,
The state board of higher education shall have full power , re
sponsibility and authority to supervise , operate and control state in
stitutions of higher learning. The board shall perform other duties
as provided by law .
The legislative assembly may authorize tuition , fees and service
charges to assist in financing state institutions of higher learning.
The board shall consist of nine members , with staggered seven
year terms, appointed by the governor and confirmed by the sen
ate in amanner provided by law .
The board shall control the expenditure of all funds belonging

to and appropriated to state institutions of higher learning and
shall present a single unified budget request to the legislative as
sembly . Appropriations for all the institutions and for the board
shall be contained in one legislative measure. The legislative as
sembly shall not reduce appropriations by the amount of any gift.
The budget and appropriation measure for the agricultural ex
periment stations and their substations and the cooperative exten
sion divisions may be separate from that of the state educational
institutions.
The board shall have the power to delegate to its employees de
tails of administration of the institutions under its control.
The board shall appoint an executive officer , whose term and
duties shall be prescribed by the board .

Section 4. OPEN MEETINGS .
All meetings of the board of public education and the board of
higher education shall be open and public unless a person whose
rights are being considered requests that the meeting be closed .
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ARTICLE IX
TRUST LANDS

Section 1. PUBLIC SCHOOL TRUST .
All lands granted by the United States for the support of ele
mentary and secondary public schools of the state , and the pro
ceeds from the sale of those lands , the proceeds of property that
falls to the state by escheat and all other property acquired for
the schools , except gifts and donations otherwise appropriated
or qualified , shall be and remain a perpetual trust fund for the
maintenance of the elementary and secondary public schools of
the state .
The principal of this fund shall be retained and devoted to

the trust purpose . The interest and income of this fund shall be
used and applied each year for the benefit of the elementary and
secondary public schools , apportioned as provided by law .
Section 2 . INSTITUTIONAL TRUSTS .
All lands granted by the United States for the support of edu
cational or other public institutions of the state , and the proceeds
from the sale of those lands , shall be and remain a perpetual
trust fund for the maintenance of each institution , and may be
commingled with similar funds for the same institution only , in
a manner provided by law . The public institutions which re
ceived lands by the enabling act of Congress approved on February
22 , 1889 , shall retain such lands , but the trust fund of any insti
tution which the state ceases to operate shall be apportioned among
other existing educational or public institutions within the pro
visions of the enabling act.
The principal of these funds shall be retained and devoted to
the trust purpose . The interest and income of each institutional
trust fund held by the state shall be appropriated by the legis
lative assembly to the exclusive use of the institution to which
the fund was allocated .
Section 3. SALE OR LEASE .
The legislative assembly shall provide for the sale or lease at
public auction of all properties held by the state in the school
or other institutional trust funds , except that lands needed for
public use may be sold at public sale for their fair market value .
No interest in trust lands may be created by adverse possession
or by occupation in the nature of adverse possession . In the sale
of trust lands , the minerals , including but not limited to oil , gas,
coal , cement materials , sodium sulphate , sand and gravel, road
material , building stone , chemical substances, metallicores,
uranium ore and colloidal or other clays, shall be reserved and
excepted to the state . Leases may be executed by the state for
the extraction and sale of such materials in the manner and upon
conditions which the legislative assembly may provide . The pro
ceeds of all sales and mineral leases shall be credited to the trust
fund from which the property was removed for sale purposes .Any trust lands may be exchanged for lands of the United States ,
or of the State of North Dakota or its political subdivisions, as
provided by law .
Section 4 . PROTECTION .
The legislative assembly shall provide for the investment, safe
keeping , transfer and disbursement of these trust funds .

ARTICLE X

FINANCE AND PUBLIC DEBT
Section 1. RAISING OF REVENUES .
The legislative assembly shall provide fo

r

raising revenue
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sufficient to defray the expenses of the state for each year . By

a two -thirds vote o
f

the members elected to each house , the legis
lative assembly may provide for a

n annual property tax based

o
n value , for state purposes , for no longer than two years unless

reenacted .

Section 2 . NO SURRENDER OF TAX POWER .

Except as provided in this constitution , the power o
f

taxation
shall never be surrendered o

r suspended by any grant or contract
to which the state , any political subdivision o
r any public agency

is a party .
Section 3 . LEGAL BASIS FOR TAXES .

No tax shall be levied except in pursuance o
f

law . Every law
imposing a tax shall state distinctly the object o

f

the tax , to which
only it shall be applied . Notwithstanding any provision o

f

this
constitution , taxes imposed o

n income o
r measured by income may

be defined , measured and imposed by reference to the provisions

o
f

the laws of the United States as they may be or may become
effective a

t any time , and the state laws may prescribe excep
tions o

r modifications to any such provisions .

Section 4 . PROPERTY ASSESSMENT .

All taxable property , except as provided in this section , shall
be taxed o

r

assessed in the taxing district in which it is situated

a
s provided by law . While used for its intended purposes and

unless otherwise provided by law , the property of railroads and
public and private utilities , except property of highway common
carriers , shall be taxed or assessed by a state board of equalization
or its successor .

Section 5 . TAX UNIFORMITY AND EXEMPTIONS .

Taxes shall be uniform upon the same class o
f property , in

cluding franchises , within the territorial limits o
f

the authority
levying the tax . The legislative assembly may by law define and
exempt any or all classes of property . Property used exclusively
for school , religious , cemetery , charitable o

r

other public purposes
shall be exempt from taxation . All taxes and exemptions in force
when this constitution is adopted shall remain in force until
otherwise provided by law .

Section 6 . HIGHWAY FUND .

Revenue derived from excise and license taxation o
n gasoline ,

fuel and other energy sources , used to propel vehicles o
n public

highways , and revenue derived from vehicle registration and license
taxes imposed for the use of public highways , shall be used solely
for payment of obligations incurred for construction , reconstruc
tion , repair , operation and maintenance o

f public highways ; except
the legislative assembly shall provide for the deduction o

f

funds
from these revenues for enforcement o

f highway safety , driver
education and tourist promotion , and for administrative and col
lection costs .

Section 7 . STATE MONEYS .

Except as otherwise provided by this constitution o
r by law ,

all state moneys from whatever source derived shall be paid over
monthly into the state treasury by the person responsible for the
moneys and shall be deposited to the credit o

f

the state , and shall
be paid out and disbursed only as provided by law .

Section 8 . STATE DEBT .

The state may issue debt obligations and guarantee the payment
of such obligations and interest thereon . These debt obligations
shall be payable from a source other than a statewide property
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tax based on value, but the full faith and credit and taxing
powers of the state may be pledged for the payment of these
obligations if the primary source of revenue is not sufficient for
that purpose .
Each issue and guarantee of debt obligations , for which the full
faith and credit and taxing powers of the state are pledged , shall
require approval by a three -fifths vote of the members elected to
each house of the legislative assembly .
Except as otherwise provided in this constitution , any tax levied
or other provision made to retire a debt obligation shall be irre
pealable until the debt is paid .

Section 9. POLITICAL SUBDIVISION DEBT.
Any political subdivision may incur indebtedness not to exceed
eight percent of the assessed value of the taxable property therein .
By a sixty percent vote of the electors voting thereon , the debt limit
may be increased an additional seven percent of the assessed value .
The debt limits in this section shall not apply to obligations primar
ily payable from sources other than property taxes whether or not
the full faith and credit and taxing power of the issuer is also
pledged for the payment of the obligation and interest thereon . For
purposes of this section “assessed value ” shall be determined by
methods or factors established by law .
Any political subdivision incurring indebtedness for which its
full faith and credit and taxing power are pledged shall, at or before
the time the debt is incurred , provide for an annual tax suffi
cient to pay the principal and interest thereon , and all laws or
ordinances providing for the payment of the principal and interest
ofany debt shall be irrepealable until the obligation is paid .

Section 10 . PUBLIC BUSINESS.
As provided by law the state or any of its political subdivisions ,

o
r any combination thereof , may undertake any business o
r

enterprise , but only for the purpose of providing public services .

Unless otherwise provided by law , any form of business or enter
prise in operation when this constitution is adopted may be con
tinued . Neither the state nor any political subdivision shall
otherwise loan o

r give its credit to o
r

in aid o
f any individual ,

association o
r corporation except a
s otherwise authorized in this

constitution , and except for reasonable support o
f

the indigent and
for payment o

f adjusted compensation for veterans of the armed
services a

s may be provided by law ; nor shall the state o
r any

o
f

its political subdivisions subscribe to o
r

become the owner of
capital stock in any private association o

r corporation .

ARTICLE XI
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1 . NAME .

The name o
f

this state is “North Dakota . ”

Section 2 . BOUNDARY .

The State o
f North Dakota shall consist o
f

all the territory in

cluded within the following boundary : Commencing a
t
a point

in the main channel o
f

the Red River o
f

the North , where the
forty -ninth degree o

f

north latitude crosses the same ; thence
southward up the main channel of the Red River of the North
and the Bois de Sioux River to a point where the Bois de Sioux
River intersects the seventh standard parallel north (approximately
forty -five degrees fifty - six minutes north latitude ) ; thence west
ward along said parallel to a point where it intersects twenty
seven degrees of longitude west ofWashington , D , C . (approximately
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one hundred four degrees three minutes west longitude ) ; thence
northward o

n said longitude to a point where it intersects the
forty -ninth degree of north latitude ; thence eastward along said
latitude to the place of beginning . The boundary o

n the ground

is more exactly defined by astronomical measurements a
t points

o
n the boundary and surveys between boundary markers .

Section 3 . GREAT SEAL .

The following described seal is declared to be the Great Seal
of the State of North Dakota : A tree in the open field , the trunk

o
f

which is surrounded by three bundles o
f wheat ; on the right

a plow , anvil and sledge ; on the left , a bow crossed with three
arrows , and a

n Indian o
n horseback pursuing a buffalo toward

the setting sun ; the foliage o
f

the tree arched by a half -circle of
forty -two stars , surrounded by the motto “ Liberty and Union
Now and Forever , One and Inseparable " ; the words “Great Seal ”

at the top ; the words "State of North Dakota " at the bottom ; "Oc
tober 1st " on the left and “ 1889 " o

n the right . The seal shall be
two and one -half inches in diameter .

Section 4 . STATE CAPITAL .

The seat o
f government o
f

the State o
f

North Dakota shall be

a
t

the city o
f

Bismarck in the county o
f Burleigh .

Section 5 . ENVIRONMENT .

The public policy o
f

the state and the duty o
f

each person is

to conserve , develop and utilize natural resources and public lands

in order to provide a pleasant and healthful environment for the
benefit of present and future generations . The legislative assembly
shall provide by law for the implementation and enforcement of

this policy .

Each person has the right to a healthful environment and may
enforce this right against any party , governmental o

r private ,

through appropriate legal proceedings , subject to reasonable limi
tation and regulation a

s

the legislative assembly may provide by
law .

Section 6 . OMBUDSMAN .

The legislative assembly shall provide by law for a
n independent

governmental agency to receive complaints against state agencies ,

officials and officers from aggrieved persons , to investigate and ,

in cases o
f justified complaints , to offer recommendations for

remedy .

Section 7 . CORPORATIONS .

The legislative assembly shall provide by general laws for the
organization of all corporations . No charter of incorporation shall
be granted , modified o

r

amended by special law , except in the
case o

f municipal corporations o
r

other corporations under the
control of the state .

Section 8 . WATERS .

All surface and subsurface water shall forever remain the prop
erty of the people and be subject to appropriation for beneficial
uses a
s provided b
y

law .

Section 9 . OATH OR AFFIRMATION .

All elected officials , before they assume the duties of their re

spective offices , shall take and subscribe the following oath o
r

affirmation : " I do solemnly ( swear ) (affirm ) that I will support
the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution o

f

the
State o

f

North Dakota ; and that I will faithfully discharge the
duties o

f the office of _ according to the best

o
f my ability , ( so help me God ) (under pains and penalties o
f
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perjury ).” No other oath or declaration shall be required as a
qualification for any office or public trust.

Section 10 . CODE OF ETHICS .
A code of ethics for all nonjudicial state officials, officers , legis
lators and state employees , prohibiting conflict between public
duty and private interest , shall be prescribed by law .

Section 11. IMPEACHMENT .
All judicial officials elected to represent more than one political
subdivision and all elected state officials shall be subject to im
peachment for crimes , corrupt conduct , malfeasance , or for con
tinuing willful failure to perform the duties of office . The house
of representatives shall have the sole power of impeachment by
vote of a majority of the elected representatives . The senate shall
have the sole power of trial in impeachment cases . A two -thirds
vote of the elected senators shall be required for conviction .
No official shall exercise the duties of his office after he has
been impeached and before his acquittal. No person shall be tried
on impeachment before he has been served with a copy of the
charge , at least twenty days previous to the day set for trial .
No person shall be liable to impeachment twice for the same
offense .

Section 12 . REMOVAL FROM OFFICE .
All elected officials and appointed officers of the state and it

s

political subdivisions , other than judicial officials , shall be subject

to removal from office , as provided by law , for crimes , corrupt
conduct , malfeasance , o

r

because o
f

chronic and continuing inability
or willful failure to perform the duties o

f

office .

The supreme court shall have original , exclusive and final juris
diction o

f proceedings for removal of elected state officials and
chief executive officers a

s provided by law .

Section 1
3 . MILITARY FORCES .

The legislative assembly shall provide b
y

law for establishment

o
f

the state ' s military forces .

ARTICLE XII
COMPACT WITH THE UNITED STATES

Section 1 . RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT .

Perfect toleration o
f religious sentiment shall be secured , and

no inhabitant of this state shall ever be molested in person o
r

property o
n account o
f

his or her mode o
f religious worship .

Section 2 . COMPACT .

All other provisions of the enabling act of Congress approved

o
n February 2
2 , 1889 , 2
5 United States Statutes a
t Large 676 ,

Chapter 180 , and Section 203 o
f Article XVI of the North Dakota

Constitution of 1889 a
s

amended , are hereby continued in full
force and effect as though fully herein recited and shall continue

to be irrevocable without the consent of the United States and the
people o
f

this state .

Section 3 . MILITARY RESERVATIONS .

Jurisdiction is ceded to the United States over the military reser
vations of Fort Abraham Lincoln , Fort Buford , Fort Pembina and
Fort Totten , heretofore declared by the President of the United
States ; provided , civil and criminal legal process o

f

this state
shall extend over such reservations in all cases in which exclusive
jurisdiction is not vested in the United States and over crimes
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not committed within the limits of such reservations. The legis
lative assembly may , upon such terms and conditions as it shall
adopt, provide for the acceptance of such jurisdiction as may be
delegated to the state by act of Congress .

Section 4. LAND GRANTS .
Section 205 of Article XVI of the North Dakota Constitution of
1889 , relating to land grants , is hereby continued in full force
and effect as though fully herein recited .

ARTICLE XIII
TRANSITION SCHEDULE

Section 1. SCHEDULE TO BE REMOVED AS EXECUTED .
The following schedule provisions shall remain a part of this
constitution only until their respective terms have been executed .
On or before July 10 of each year the attorney general shall review
the provisions of this schedule and shall certify to the secretary
of state those that have been executed since the preceding review .
Provisions so certified shall be removed from the schedule and no
longer published as part of this constitution .

Section 2. GENERAL TRANSITION .
The rights and duties of all public bodies shall remain as if this
constitution had not been adopted , with the exception of such
changes as are contained in this constitution . All statutes , ordi
nances , administrative rules and regulations, and court rules not
contrary to , or inconsistent with , the provisions of this consti
tution shall remain in force , until they shall expire by their own
limitation or shall be altered or repealed pursuant to this consti
tution . The validity of all public and private bonds, debts and
contracts , and of all suits, actions and rights of action , shall continue
as if no change had taken place . All officers filling any office by
election or appointment shall continue to exercise the duties thereof ,
until their offices shall have been abolished or their successors
selected and qualified in accordance with this constitution or laws
enacted pursuant thereto .

Section 3. PROSPECTIVE OPERATION OF NEW
PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE RIGHTS .

Any procedural or substantive rights created for the first time
by this constitution shall be prospective and not retroactive .

Section 4 . GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE .
Except as may be otherwise established by this schedule , the
provisions of this constitution shall become effective on July 1,
1973 , and the provisions of the constitution of 1889 , as amended ,
shall be repealed , and of no further force and effect.

Section 5. ACCELERATED EFFECTIVE DATE .
1. The following provisions of the constitution of 1889 as amen
ded shall be repealed , and of no further force and effect,
on July 1, 1972 :

A . The third paragraph of section 216 of Article XIX as
follows :

“ Third : An industrial school and school for manual
training or such other educational or charitable institu
tion as the legislative assembly may provide at the town
of Ellendale , in the county of Dickey , with a grant of
forty thousand acres .”
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B . Subsection 5 of section 1 of article 54 of the amendments
as follows :

“ ( 5 ) The Normal and Industrial School, at Ellendale .”

2. The following provisions of this constitution shall become
effective on January 1, 1973 , and provisions of the Consti
tution of 1889 as amended which are in conflict with these
sections shall be deemed repealed as of January 1, 1973 :

A . Sections 5, 6, 7 , 8 , 9 , 10 , 11 and 14 of Article IV , Legis
lative Branch .

B . Section 9 of Article V , Executive Branch .
Sections 6 , 8 and 9 of Article X , Finance and Public
Debt.

D . Article II
I , Powers Reserved to the People .

Section 6 . DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE .

The provisions o
f

section 2
2 o
f

Article I , Declaration o
f Rights ,

shall become effective o
n July 1 , 1976 . Section 1 of Article IV

of the Unicameral Proposal , as in Alternate Proposition 1
B , if

adopted , shall become effective July 1 , 1974 .

Section 7 . EXCEPTIONS AND PROVISOS .
The provisions o

f

Article V , Executive Branch , shall become
effective a

s set out in this schedule , provided that all executive
officials elected in 1972 , shall complete the term of office for which
they were elected . The legislative assembly shall by law provide
for continuity in the transition from the system o

f
executive gov

ernment in operation prior to adoption of this constitution , to that
now prescribed , in a way which will assure orderliness and a

n

effective program of executive organization under the terms of
this article .

The provisions of Article VIII , Education , shall become effective
as set out in this schedule , provided that the superintendent of
public instruction elected in 1972 shall continue in office until the
completion of his term . The board o

f public education shall not
have the power to appoint a

n executive officer , until his term
expires , unless a vacancy occurs after the board has been created .

The provisions of Article IV , Legislative Branch , sections 5 , 6 ,

7 , 8 , 9 , 10 , 11 and 1
4 shall become effective a
s set out in this

schedule , provided that the lieutenant governor shall preside over
the senate for the entire session o

f

the legislative assembly be
ginning in January , 1973 .

ARTICLE XIV
ADOPTION SCHEDULE AND BALLOT

This article contains the text of the alternate propositions and
the ballot form .

The alternate propositions approved by a majority of the electors
voting separately thereon shall become a part of the 1972 con
stitution upon adoption . Alternate propositions rejected by a

majority of the electors voting thereon shall not become a part
of the 1972 constitution . This article shall not be published as a

part of the constitution after adoption .

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION 1
A . Two -house legislature

( Bicameral )

If the electors approve alternate proposition 1
A and also approve
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the proposed constitution of 1972 then the following shall comprise
Article IV , Legislative Branch :

Section 1 . LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY .
The legislative power of the state is vested in a legislature con
sisting of a senate , composed of not more than forty -nine members ,
and a house of representatives , composed of not more than ninety
eight members, which jointly are designated as the Legislative
Assembly of the State of North Dakota .

Section 2 . TERMS OF OFFICE .
Members of the legislative assembly shall be elected for terms
of four years .

Section 3. QUALIFICATIONS .
Each person elected to the legislative assembly must be, on the
day of his election , an elector in the district from which he is
chosen .

Section 4. RESTRICTIONS .
While serving in the legislative assembly , no member may hold
any full- time elective state or political subdivision office nor any
full -time appointive state office established by this constitution or
designated by law . During the term for which he was elected ,
no legislator shall be appointed to any full - time office which has
been created , or for which the compensation has been increased ,
by the legislative assembly during that term .

Section 5. REAPPORTIONMENT .
A legislative reapportionment commission , consisting of electors
appointed by the district judges in a number and manner as shall
be established by the district judges , shall fi

x the number o
f

senators and representatives and divide the state into as many
senatorial districts of compact and contiguous territory as there
are senators . The commission shall guarantee , as nearly as prac
ticable , that every voter is equal to every other voter in the state

in the casting o
f

ballots for legislative candidates . One senator
and at least two representatives shall be apportioned to each

senatorial district and be elected a
t large o
r

from subdistricts
thereof . The commission may combine two senatorial districts
and provide for the election of senators at large and representatives

a
t large o
r

from subdistricts thereof .

The commission shall prescribe its own procedures . Upon agree
ment by a majority of its members , the commission shall file its
reapportionment plan with the secretary of state , and it shall become
effective sixty days after the date o

f filing ; provided , the supreme
court , in the exercise of original jurisdiction , may review any plan
adopted by the commission . If the plan fails to meet state or federal
constitutional requirements , the court shall direct the commission

to revise the plan within a stated time .

Commission members shall be appointed following adoption o
f

this constitution and immediately following the 1980 general elec
tion and every ten years thereafter . No member o
f

the legislative
assembly shall b
e eligible , during his term o
f

office , for appoint
ment to the commission . Commission members shall serve until
each reapportionment plan becomes finally effective , and shall be
compensated a

s provided by law . Vacancies shall be filled in the
same manner as for original appointment .

Section 6 . LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS .

The legislative assembly shall establish by law a procedure
whereby one -half of the members of each house , as nearly a

s

practicable , are elected biennially .
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Section 7. SESSIONS .
The terms of legislators shall begin on the first Tuesday after
the third day of January following their election . The legislative
assembly shall meet to organize on the same day and may meet
in plenary session no more than eighty natural days during the
biennium . The days need not be consecutive , and meetings for
the purpose of impeachment or on call of the governor shall not
count against the eighty -day limitation . The legislative assembly
may authorize its committees to meet at any time during the
biennium . Neither house may recess or adjourn for more than
three days without consent of the other .

Section 8. PROCEDURES .
The senate and the house of representatives shall each elect one
of its members presiding officer at the beginning of each regular
session .
A majority of the members elected to each house shall con
stitute a quorum . A smaller number may adjourn from day to
day and may compel attendance of absent members in a manner ,
and under a penalty , as may be provided by law .
Each house is the judge of the qualifications of its members ,
but election contests shall be subject exclusively to judicial review
as provided by law . If two or more candidates for the same office
receive an equal and highest number of votes, the secretary of
state shall choose one of them by lot.
Each house shall determine it

s

rules o
f procedure , and may

punish its members o
r

other persons for contempt or disorderly
behavior in its presence . With the concurrence o

f two -thirds of

its elected members , either house may expel a member .
Section 9 . ENACTMENT OF LAWS .

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings , and a re

corded vote o
n any question shall be taken at the request of one

sixth o
f

those present . No bill shall become a law except by a
recorded vote o

f
a majority o
f

the members elected to each house .
No law shall be enacted except by a bill passed by both houses ,
and no bill shall be so amended o

n its passage through either
house a

s

to change it
s general subject matter . No bill shall

embrace more than one subject , which shall be expressed in its
title ; but a law violating this provision shall be invalidated only

to the extent the subject is not so expressed .

Every bill shall be read o
n two separate natural days , and the

readings may be by title only unless a reading at length is de
manded by one -fifth o

f

the members present .

No bill shall be amended , extended or incorporated in any other
bill by reference to its title only , except in the case o

f definitions
and procedural provisions .

The presiding officer o
f

each house shall sign all bills passed and
resolutions adopted by the legislative assembly , and the fact of

signing shall be entered at once on the journal .

Every law enacted by the legislative assembly shall take effect
on July first after its filing with the secretary o
f

state o
r ninety

days after its filing , whichever comes later , or on a subsequent
date if specified in the law ; unless , by a separate vote of two
thirds of the members elected to each house , the legislative as
sembly declares it an emergency measure and includes the decla
ration in the act . An emergency measure shall take effect upon
its filing with the secretary o

f

state o
r

o
n

a date specified in

the measure . Every law enacted by a special session of the legis
lative assembly shall take effect o

n

a date specified in the act .

The legislative assembly shall enact all laws necessary to carry
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into effect the provisions of this constitution . Except as otherwise
provided in this constitution , no local or special laws shall be
enacted , nor shall the legislative assembly indirectly enact special
or local laws by the partial repeal of a general law , but laws
repealing local or special laws may be enacted .

Section 10. OPEN SESSIONS .
All sessions of the legislative assembly , including the committee
of the whole and meetings of legislative committees, shall be open
and public .

Section 11 . IMMUNITIES .
Members of the legislative assembly shall be immune from arrest
during their attendance at the sessions, and in going to or returning
from the same, except in cases of felony or breach of the peace .
For words used in any speech or debate in legislative proceedings ,
they shall not be questioned in any other place .

SECTION 12 . CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS .
CONVENTIONS .

Any constitutional amendment may be proposed by the legis
lative assembly and , if agreed upon by a recorded vote of three
fifths of the members elected to each house , it shall be submitted
to the electors at the next general election . If a majority of votes
cast thereon are affirmative , the amendment shall be effective
thirty days after the election .
The legislative assembly may by law submit to the electors the
question : “ Shall a constitutional convention be called ?” If the
question has not been submitted once in any thirty -year period ,
the secretary of state shall place it on the ballot at the next general
election . If a majority of votes cast thereon are affirmative , the
legislative assembly shall provide for the election of delegates
and the holding of the convention .

Section 13. AUDITOR GENERAL .
The legislative assembly shall provide for the appointment of

an auditor general . He shall audit the receipt , expenditure and
use of public funds , as provided by law , and shall be responsible
to the legislative assembly in the performance of those duties .

Section 14 . COMPENSATION .
Each member of the legislative assembly shall receive a salary
and expense allowances as provided by law , but no increase in

the amounts thereof shall apply to the legislative assembly which
enacts the increase .
ALTERNATE PROPOSITION 1B . One -house legislature
(Unicameral )
If the electors approve alternate proposition 1B and also approve
the proposed constitution of 1972 then the following shall com
prise Article IV , Legislative Branch :

Section 1. LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY .
The legislative power of the state is vested in a single house ,
composed of no fewer than ninety -nine members , and designated
as the Legislative Assembly of the State of North Dakota .

Section 2. TERMS OF OFFICE .
Members of the legislative assembly shall be elected for terms
of four years.

Section 3. QUALIFICATIONS .
Each person elected to the legislative assembly must be, on
the day of his election , an elector in the district from which he
is chosen .
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Section 4 . RESTRICTIONS .
While serving in the legislative assembly , no member may hold
any full - time elective state or political subdivision office nor any
full - time appointive state office established by this constitution
or designated by law . During the term for which he was elected ,
no legislator shall be appointed to any full- time office which has
been created , or for which the compensation has been increased ,
by the legislative assembly during that term .

Section 5. REAPPORTIONMENT .
A legislative reapportionment commission , consisting of electors
appointed by the district judges in a number and manner as shall
be established by the district judges , shall fix the number of legis
lators and divide the state into legislative districts of compact and
contiguous territory . No district shall elect more than four legis
lators , and the commission shall guarantee , as nearly as practicable ,
that every voter is equal to every other voter in the state in the
casting of ballots for legislative candidates .
The commission shall prescribe its own procedures . Upon agree
ment by a majority of its members , the commission shall file its
reapportionment plan with the secretary of state , and it shall
become effective sixty days after the date of filing ; provided , the
supreme court , in the exercise of original jurisdiction , may review
any plan adopted by the commission . If the plan fails to meet
state or federal constitutional requirements , the court shall direct
the commission to revise the plan within a stated time.
Commission members shall be appointed following adoption of
this constitution and immediately following the 1980 general elec
tion and every ten years thereafter . No member of the legislative
assembly shall be eligible , during his term of office , for appoint
ment to the commission . Commission members shall serve until
each reapportionment plan becomes finally effective , and shall be
compensated as provided by law . Vacancies shall be filled in

the same manner as for original appointment .

Section 6. LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS .
The legislative assembly shall establish by law a procedure
whereby one-half of the legislators , as nearly as practicable , are
elected biennially .

Section 7. SESSIONS .
The terms of legislators shall begin on the first Tuesday after
the third day of January following their election . The legislative
assembly shall meet to organize on the same day and may meet
in plenary session no more than eighty natural days during the
biennium . The days need not be consecutive , and meetings for
the purpose of impeachment or on call of the governor shall not
count against the eighty -day limitation. The legislative assembly
may authorize its committees to meet at any time during the
biennium .

Section 8. PROCEDURES .
The legislative assembly shall elect one of its members presiding
officer at the beginning of each regular session .

A majority o
f

the members elected to the legislative assembly
shall constitute a quorum . A smaller number may adjourn from
day to day and may compel attendance o
f

absent members in

a manner , and under a penalty , as may be provided by law .

The legislative assembly is the judge of the qualifications of its
members , but election contests shall be subject exclusively to

judicial review as provided by law . If two or more candidates
for the same office receive an equal and highest number o

f votes ,

the secretary of state shall choose one of them by lot .
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The legislative assembly shall determine its rules of procedure ,
and may punish its members or other persons for contempt or
disorderly behavior in its presence . With the concurrence of two
thirds of its elected members , it may expel a member .

Section 9. ENACTMENT OF LAWS .
The legislative assembly shall keep a journal of its proceedings ,
and a recorded vote on any question shall be taken at the request
of one -sixth of those present . No bill shall become a law except
by a recorded vote of a majority of the elected members .
No bill shall embrace more than one subject , which shall be
expressed in its title ; but a law violating this provision shall be
invalidated only to the extent the subject is not so expressed .
Every bill and resolution shall be read by title when introduced ,
and a printed copy thereof provided for each member . To be
enacted or adopted , every bill or resolution shall have a public
hearing and two considerations .
No bill shall be amended , extended or incorporated in any
other bill by reference to its title only , except in the case of defi
nitions and procedural provisions.
The presiding officer shall sign all bills passed and resolutions
adopted by the legislative assembly , and the fact of signing shall
be entered at once on the journal ,
Every law enacted by the legislative assembly shall take effect
on July first after its filing with the secretary of state or ninety
days after its filing , whichever comes later , or on a subsequent
date if specified in the law ; unless , by a separate vote of two
thirds of the members elected , the legislative assembly declares
it an emergency measure and includes the declaration in the act.
An emergency measure shall take effect upon its filing with the
secretary of state or on a date specified in the measure . Every
law enacted by a special session of the legislative assembly shall
take effect on a date specified in the act.
The legislative assembly shall enact all laws necessary to carry
into effect the provisions of this constitution . Except as other
wise provided in this constitution , no local or special laws shall
be enacted , nor shall the legislative assembly indirectly enact
special or local laws by the partial repeal of a general law , but
laws repealing local or special laws may be enacted .

Section 10 . OPEN SESSIONS .
All sessions of the legislative assembly , including the com
mittee of the whole and meetings of legislative committees , shall
be open and public .

Section 11. IMMUNITIES .
Members of the legislative assembly shall be immune from arrest
during their attendance at the sessions , and in going to or return
ing from the same, except in cases of felony or breach of the
peace. For words used in any speech or debate in legislative pro
ceedings , they shall not be questioned in any other place .

Section 12 . CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ,
CONVENTIONS .

Any constitutional amendment may be proposed by the legis
lative assembly and, if agreed upon by a recorded vote of three
fifths of the elected members , it shall be submitted to the electors
at the next general election . If a majority of votes cast thereon
are affirmative , the amendment shall be effective thirty days after
the election .
The legislative assembly may by law submit to the electors the
question : " Shall a constitutional convention be called ? ” If the
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question has not been submitted once in any thirty -year period ,
the secretary of state shall place it on the ballot at the next
general election . If a majority of votes cast thereon are affirma
tive , the legislative assembly shall provide for the election of
delegates and the holding of the convention .

Section 13. AUDITOR GENERAL .
The legislative assembly shall provide fo

r

the appointment o
f
a
n

auditor general . He shall audit the receipt , expenditure and use

o
f public funds , as provided by law , and shall be responsible to

the legislative assembly in the performance o
f

those duties .

Section 1
4 . COMPENSATION .

Each member of the legislative assembly shall receive a salary
and expense allowances a

s provided by law , but no increase in

the amounts thereof shall apply to the legislative assembly which
enacts the increase .

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION 1
B CONTINUED .

If the electors approve alternate proposition 1B then the follow
ing changes shall be made in the following articles and sections

o
f

the constitution prior to promulgation and publication .

Article III — Powers Reserved to the People .

Section 8 .

The words “ to each house ” shall be deleted

Article V – Executive Branch .

Section 1 .

The word " senate " appearing twice in the third paragraph shall
be deleted and the words " legislative assembly " shall be sub
stituted therefor

Section 2 .

The words “ in joint session " shall be deleted from the second
paragraph

Section 6 .

The second paragraph shall b
e

deleted and the following para
graph shall be substituted therefor :

" The governor may , for more effective administration , make
changes in the statutory allocation of functions , powers and
duties among and within the executive departments , other
than those headed by constitutionally elective officials . Any
change shall be set forth in a

n executive order and submitted

to the legislative assembly , which shall have thirty session days

to disapprove the order . If not disapproved by a majority of
the elected members , the order shall have the force o

f

law
when filed with the secretary o

f

state o
r

o
n

a later date
specified therein . ”

Section 9 .

The first four sentences o
f paragraph three shall be deleted and
the following shall be substituted therefor : " The governor
shall return for reconsideration any vetoed item o

r bill , with

a statement of his objections to the legislative assembly ,

which shall immediately enter the governor ' s objections upon
its journal . If , by a recorded vote of two -thirds of its elected
members , the legislative assembly passes a vetoed item o

r

bill , it shall become law . ”

The words “ to each house ” shall be deleted from the fifth
sentence o

f paragraph three
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Section 10 .
The second sentence shall be deleted and the following shall
be substituted therefor : " If , while the legislative assembly
is recessed or adjourned , a vacancy occurs in any office which
is filled by appointment with confirmation by the legislative
assembly , the governor shall make a temporary appointment
to the office .'

The word “ senate ” shall be deleted from the third sentence and
the words " legislative assembly " shall be substituted therefor
The fourth sentence shall be deleted and the following shall be
substituted therefor : " Except on request of the legislative
assembly , no nominee rejected shall again be nominated for
that office at the same session , nor shall he be appointed
to that office during a recess or adjournment of the legis
lative assembly . "

Article VIII — Education .
Section 2 and 3
The word " senate " appearing in the second paragraph of sec
tion 2 and in the third paragraph of section 3 shall be deleted
and the words “ legislative assembly ” shall be substituted
therefor

Article X - Finance and Public Debt.

Section 1.
The words “members elected to each house ” shall be deleted
and the words “ elected members” shall be substituted therefor

Section 8.
The words " each house of” shall be deleted from the second
paragraph

Article XI – General Provisions .
Section 11.
The second, third and fourth sentence of paragraph one shall
be deleted and the following shall be substituted therefor :
“ The legislative assembly shall have the power of impeach
ment by a vote of a majority of the members elected , but a
vote of two -thirds of the members elected shall be required
for conviction ."

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION 2A .
If the electors approve alternate proposition 2A and also approve
the proposed constitution of 1972 then Article III , Powers Re
served to the People will provide as follows:
Section 1. POWERS RESERVED .
Notwithstanding any other provision in this constitution , the
people reserve these powers : to propose and enact laws by the
initiative, including the call for a constitutional convention ; to
approve or reject legislative acts , or parts thereof , by the refer
endum ; to propose and adopt constitutional amendments by the
initiative ; and to recall certain elected officials . This article is
self -executing and all of its provisions are mandatory . Laws may
be enacted to facilitate and safeguard , but not to hamper , restrict
or impair these powers .

Section 2. PETITION .
A petition to initiate or to refer a measure shall be presented

to the secretary of state for approval as to form . A request for
approval shall be presented over the names and signatures of
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twenty - five or more electors as sponsors , one of whom shall be
designated as chairman of the sponsoring committee . The secre
tary of state shall approve the petition for circulation if it is in
proper form and contains the names and addresses of the spon
sors and the full text of the measure .

Section 3 . CIRCULATION .
The petition shall be circulated only by electors . They shall
swear thereon that the electors who have signed the petition did
so in their presence . Each elector signing a petition shall also
write in the date of signing and his postoffice address . No law
shall be enacted limiting the number of copies of a petition . The
copies shall become part of the original petition when filed .

Section 4 . SIGNATURE REQUIREMENT .
The petition may be submitted to the secretary of state if signed
by electors equal in number to two percent of the resident popu
lation of the state at the last federal decennial census .

Section 5. SUBMISSION .
An initiative petition shall be submitted not less than ninety
days before the general election at which the measure is to be
voted upon . A referendum petition may be submitted only within
ninety days after the filing of the measure with the secretary
of state. The submission of a petition shall suspend the operation
of any measure enacted by the legislative assembly except emer
gency measures and appropriation measures for the support and
maintenance of state departments and institutions. The submis
sion of a petition against one or more items or parts of any mea
sure shall not prevent the remainder from going into effect . A
referred measure may be voted upon at a general election or at
a special election called by the governor .

Section 6. CERTIFICATION .
The secretary of state shall determine the validity and suffi
ciency of the signatures . If he finds irregularities , he shall notify
the sponsoring committee and allow twenty days for corrections ,
but this time shall not be used for the addition of signatures .
If the secretary of state finds a petition valid and sufficient, he
shall certify it and prepare a ballot containing the full text of
the measure and a ballot title summarizing the measure . If he
finds a referendum petition insufficient , the suspension of the
measure shall end and it shall not be referred .

Section 7. JUDICIAL REVIEW .
All decisions of the secretary of state in the petition process
are subject to review by the supreme court in the exercise of
original jurisdiction . If his decision is being reviewed at the time
the ballot is prepared , he shall place the measure on the ballot
and no court action shall invalidate the measure if it is approved
at the election by a majority of the votes cast thereon .

Section 8 . ENACTMENT .
If a majority of votes cast upon an initiated or a referred mea
sure are affirmative , it shall be deemed enacted . An initiated
or referred measure which is approved shall become law thirty
days after the election , and a referred measure which is rejected
shall be void immediately . If conflicting measures are approved ,
the one receiving the highest number of affirmative votes shall
be law . A measure approved by the electors may not be repealed
or amended by the legislative assembly for seven years from its
effective date , except by a two -thirds vote of the members elected
to each house .
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Section 9. INITIATED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT .
A constitutional amendment may be proposed by initiative peti
tion . If signed by electors equal in number to four percent of
the resident population of the state at the last federal decennial
census , the petition may be submitted to the secretary of state . All
other provisions relating to initiative measures apply hereto .

Section 10. RECALL .
Any elected nonjudicial official of the state , of any county or
of any legislative or county commissioner district shall be subject
to recall by petition of electors equal in number to twenty - five
percent of those who voted at the preceding general election for
the office of governor in the state , county or district in which
the official is to be recalled .
The petition shall be filed with the official with whom a petition
for nomination to the office in question is filed , who shall call a
special election if he finds the petition valid and sufficient . No
elector may remove his name from a recall petition .
The name of the official to be recalled shall be placed on the
ballot unless he resigns within ten days after the filing of the
petition . Other candidates for the office may be nominated in

à manner provided by law . When the election results have been
officially declared , the candidate receiving the highest number of
votes shall be deemed elected for the remainder of the term . No
official shall be subject twice to recall during the term for which
he was elected .

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION 2B .
If the electors approve alternate proposition 2B and also approve
the proposed constitution of 1972 then Article III, Powers Reserved
to the People will provide as follows:
Section 1. POWERS RESERVED .
Notwithstanding any other provision in this constitution , the people

reserve these powers : to propose and enact laws by the initiative ,
including the call for a constitutional convention ; to approve or re
ject legislative acts , or parts thereof , by the referendum ; to propose
and adopt constitutional amendments by the initiative ; and to recall
certain elected officials . This article is self -executing and all of its
provisions are mandatory . Laws may be enacted to facilitate and
safeguard , but not to hamper , restrict or impair these powers .

Section 2. PETITION .
A petition to initiate or to refer a measure shall be sponsored
by at least five electors , who shall represent and act for the peti
tioners as the sponsoring committee . No law shall prohibit any
person from giving or receiving compensation for circulating a
petition , nor interfere with freedom in securing signatures .

Section 3 . CIRCULATION .
The petition shall be circulated only by electors. They shall swear
thereon that the electors who have signed the petition did so in their
presence . Each elector signing a petition shall also write in the date
of signing and his postoffice address . No law shall be enacted limit
ing the number of copies of a petition . The copies shall become part
of the original petition when filed .

Section 4 . SIGNATURE REQUIREMENT .
The petition may be submitted to the secretary of state if signed
by ten thousand electors in the case of an initiated measure and
seven thousand electors in the case of a referred measure .

Section 5. SUBMISSION
An initiative petition shall be submitted not less than ninety days
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before the general election at which the measure is to be voted upon .
A referendum petition may be submitted only within ninety days
after the filing of the measure with the secretary of state . The sub
mission of a petition shall suspend the operation of any measure en
acted by the legislative assembly except emergency measures and
appropriation measures for the support and maintenance of state
departments and institutions . The submission of a petition against
one or more items or parts of any measure shall not prevent the re
mainder from going into effect . A referred measure may be voted
upon at a general election or at a special election called by the gov
ernor .

Section 6 . CERTIFICATION .
The secretary of state shall determine the validity and sufficiency
of the signatures . If he finds irregularities , he shall notify the spon
soring committee and allow twenty days for corrections , but this time
shall not be used for the addition of signatures . If the secretary of
state finds a petition valid and sufficient , he shall certify it and pre
pare a ballot containing the full text of the measure and a ballot title
summarizing the measure . If he finds a referendum petition insuf
ficient, the suspension of the measure shall end and it shall not be
referred .

Section 7 . JUDICIAL REVIEW .
All decisions of the secretary of state in the petition process are
subject to review by the supreme court in the exercise of original
jurisdiction . If his decision is being reviewed at the time the ballot
is prepared , he shall place the measure on the ballot and no court
action shall invalidate the measure if it is approved at the election
by a majority of the votes cast thereon .

Section 8. ENACTMENT .
If a majority of votes cast upon an initiated or a referred measure
are affirmative , it shall be deemed enacted . An initiated or referred
measure which is approved shall become law thirty days after the
election , and a referred measure which is rejected shall be void im
mediately . If conflicting measures are approved , the one receiving
the highest number of affirmative votes shall be law . A measure
approved by the electors may not be repealed or amended by the
legislative assembly for seven years from its effective date , except
by a two -thirds vote of the members elected to each house .

Section 9. INITIATED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT .
A constitutional amendment may be proposed by initiative peti
tion . If signed by twenty thousand electors , the petition may be
submitted to the secretary of state . All other provisions relating
to initiative measures apply hereto .

Section 10 . RECALL .
Any elected nonjudicial official of the state , of any county or of any
legislative or county commissioner district shall be subject to recall
by petition of electors equal in number to twenty - five percent of those
who voted at the preceding general election for the office of governor
in the state , county or district in which the official is to be recalled .
The petition shall be filed with the official with whom a petition
for nomination to the office in question is filed , who shall call a spe
cial election if he finds the petition valid and sufficient . No elector
may remove his name from a recall petition .

The name of the official to be recalled shall be placed on the ballot
unless he resigns within ten days after the filing of the petition .
Other candidates for the office may be nominated in a manner pro
vided by law . When the election results have been officially de
clared , the candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall be
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deemed elected for the remainder of the term . No official shall be
subject twice to recall during the term for which he was elected .

be made in th
e

publicationarticle o
n

m
e

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION 3 .

If the electors approve alternate proposition 3 and also approve
the proposed constitution of 1972 then the following changes shall
be made in the following article o

f

the constitution prior to

promulgation and publication :

Another section shall be added to Article I with the following
wording :

“Section 2
8 . ADULTS .

Persons eighteen years o
f age o
r

older are declared to b
e

adults
for all purposes . '
Section 2

8 relating to " Rights Retained " shall b
e

renumbered
section 2

9 .

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION 4 .

If the electors approve alternate proposition 4 and also approve
the proposed constitution o

f
1972 then the following change shall

be made in the following article of the constitution prior to promul
gation and publication :

Another section shall be added to Article XI with the following
wording :

“Section 1
4 . LOTTERIES .

The legislative assembly shall have n
o power to authorize lot

teries o
r gift enterprises for any purpose and shall enact laws

to prohibit the sale o
f lottery o
r gift enterprise tickets . ”

BALLOT
Instructions to Voters

1 . The full text of the proposed 1972 constitution and the alter
nate propositions are available for inspection in the polling
place .

2 . Place a
n

“ X ” in the boxes opposite the propositions for
which you desire to vote .

3 . The main proposition calls for a vote o
n the proposed 1972

constitution . If a majority o
f

the voters vote " yes " , it shall
be adopted . If a majority o

f

the voters vote " n
o
" , the

proposed 1972 constitution shall not be adopted . You may
vote o

n any o
r all o
f

the alternate propositions . If the main
proposition fails , the vote o

n the alternate propositions shall
have no effect .

MAIN PROPOSITION

Y
e
s

Shall the proposed 1972 Constitution be adopted ?

U
uN
o

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION NO . 1

Which of the following provisions shall the proposed 1972 con
stitution contain concerning the legislative assembly ? (Vote for
one only )

1
A Two -house legislature ( Bicameral )

0
0

IB One -house legislature (Unicameral )
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ALTERNATE PROPOSITION NO . 2
Which of the following provisions shall the proposed 1972 con
stitution contain concerning the initiative and referendum ? (Vote
for one only )
Signatures of 2 % of population (about 12,350 )
required for initiative and referendum ; sig
natures of 4 % of population (about 24 ,700 )
required for initiated constitutional amend
ment ; 25 sponsors required ; petition form must
be approved by the secretary of state before
petitions are circulated .

10 ,000 signatures required for initiative ; 7 ,000
2B signatures required for referendum ; 20 ,000 sig
natures required for initiated constitutional
amendment ; 5 sponsors required .

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION NO . 3
Shall the proposed 1972 constitution contain the following pro
vision ?

“ Persons eighteen years of age or older are
declared to be adults for all purposes ." Yes

0
0
1
0

N
O

ALTERNATE PROPOSITION NO . 4
Shall the proposed 1972 constitution contain the following pro
vision ?

“ The legislative assembly shall have no power

to authorize lotteries o
r gift enterprises for any

purpose and shall enact laws to prohibit the
sale o

f lottery o
r gift enterprise tickets . ” Yes

No

DELEGATE UNRUH , Chairman
Delegate Unruh moved that the report be adopted .

Delegate Unruh moved that the Convention reconsider the a
c

tion by which Section 8 of Article V was passed o
n the Eleventh

Order , and a
s

is now incorporated in Redraft Proposal 5 - 13 ; and
Sections 8 and 9 o

f Article X was passed o
n the Eleventh Order ,

and a
s

is now incorporated in Redraft Proposal 5 - 2 , which motion
prevailed .

Delegate Unruh moved that Section 8 o
f

Article V a
s shown in

Redraft Proposal 5 - 13 be amended a
s follows :

On page 3 , line 2
5 , after the word " executive ” add the following :

“ officials and " .

Which motion prevailed .

Delegate Unruh moved that Sections 8 and 9 o
f Article X a
s now

in Redraft Proposal 5 - 2 be amended as follows :

On page 3 , line 8 , delete the first " the "

On page 3 , line 1
8 , after the word “ electors " insert the following :

" voting thereon ”

On page 3 , line 2
6 , after the word “ indebtedness " and insert the
following : " for which its full faith and credit and taxing power
are pledged ”

On page 3 , line 3
0 , delete the second word " debt " and substitution

in lieu thereof " obligation "

Which motion prevailed .
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Delegate Unruh moved that the rules be suspended , and that
Redraft Proposals 5 - 2 and 5 - 13 be deemed properly re - engrossed
and placed on the calendar for second passage, which motion pre
vailed .

SECOND READING OF PROPOSALS
Style and Drafting Redraft Proposal No. 5 - 2. Be it resolved
by the North Dakota Constitutional Convention that a new article
to the constitution of the state of North Dakota which pertains to
finance and public debt, be created .
Which has been read.
Sections 8 and 9 of Article X as now in Redraft Proposal No . 5 - 2.

ROLL CALL
The question being on the second passage of the proposal, as
amended , the roll was called and there were ayes , 91 ; nays , 3 ;
absent and not voting , 4 .

Those voting in the affirmative were :
Aas Engstrom Knudson Quam
Aubol Erickson Kretschmar Roney
Bassingthwaite Fallgatter Kwako Rosendahl
Bender Fiedler Lamb Rude
Benson Fritzell Lander Sanstead
Berg Geelan Larsen Saugstad
Billey Gipp Lerberg Scheel
Binek Griffin Litten Schmit
Birkeland Hardmeyer Longmire Simonson
Brakke Hartl McElroy Sinner
Burbidge Haugen McIntyre Solberg
Burke Hendrickson Maxwell Sondreal
Byrne Hernett Meidinger Stanton
Cart Hildebrand Miller Sullivan
Chase Hill Nething Tudor
Christensen Hoffner Nicholas Unruh
Daniels Hougen O ' Toole Urdahl
Dawson Hubrig Omdahl Vogel
Decker Huckle Paulson Wallin
Devine Jestrab Pearce Warner
Diehl Kelsch Peters Wicks
Dobson Kessel Peterson Mr. President
Engelter Ketchum Poulson

Those voting in the negative were :
Baker Hoghaug Rundle
Absent and not voting :
Benz Butler Thompson Trenbeath
So the proposal passed and the title was agreed to , and Redraft
Proposal 5 - 2 was referred to the Committee on Style and Draft
ing.

SECOND READING OF PROPOSALS
Style and Drafting Redraft Proposal No. 5 - 13 . Be it resolved by
the North Dakota Constitutional Convention that a new article to
the constitution of the state of North Dakota which pertains to
the executive department, be created .
Which has been read .
Section 8 of Article V as now in Redraft ProposalNo. 5 - 13.

ROLL CALL
The question being on the second passage of the proposal , as
amended , the roll was called and there were ayes, 94 ; nays , 0 ;
absent and not voting , 4 .
Those voting in the affirmative were:
Aas Engstrom Knudson Quam
Aubol Erickson Kretschmar Roney
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Gipp .

Baker Fallgatter Kwako Rosendahl
Bassingthwaite Fiedler Lamb Rude
Bender Fritzell Lander Rundle
Benson Geelan Larsen Sanstead
Berg Lerberg Saugstad
Billey Griffin Litten Scheel
Binek Hardmeyer Longmire Schmit
Birkeland Hartl McElroy Simonson
Brakke Haugen McIntyre Sinner
Burbidge Hendrickson Maxwell Solberg
Burke Hernett Meidinger Sondreal
Byrne Hildebrand Miller Stanton
Cart Hill Nething Sullivan
Chase Hoffner Nicholas Tudor
Christensen Hoghaug O ' Toole Unruh
Daniels Hougen Omdahl Urdahl
Dawson Hubrig Paulson Vogel
Decker Huckle Pearce Wallin
Devine Jestrab Peters Warner
Diehl Kelsch Peterson Wicks
Dobson Kessel Poulson Mr . President
Engelter Ketchum

Absent and not voting :
Benz Butler Thompson Trenbeath

So the proposal passed and the title was agreed to , and Redraft
Proposal 5 - 13 was referred to the Committee on Style and Draft
ing.

REPORT OF PROCEDURAL COMMITTEE
Mr. President :
Your Committee on Style and Drafting recommends that the
Convention take no further action on the following proposals for
the reason that each proposal has now been incorporated in the
final draft :
Style and Drafting Redraft Proposals Numbered 5 - 2, 5 - 3, 5 - 4,

5 - 5 , 5 - 7, 5 - 8 , 5 - 9, 5 - 10 , 5 - 13 , 5 - 14, 5 - 15 , 5 - 16 and Committee Proposal
No. 1- 121.

DELEGATE UNRUH , Chairman
Delegate Unruh moved that the report be adopted , which motion
prevailed .

POINTOF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE
Delegate Hernett requested that the following remarks be
printed in the Journal.
Delegate Hernett :

“Mr. President :
“ As you know , I have been a committee chairman in this con
vention and am proud of the work my committee did and the
long hours they spent , but I am sure I can speak for all the com
mittee chairman and all of the delegates when I express my thanks
and admiration to the members of the Style and Drafting Com
mittee chaired by Delegate Unruh .
"When the session started I think I, and others , had no real con
ception of the work Style and Drafting would have to do. As the
session progressed I began to see the tremendous responsibilities
they were charged with . When they completed their Style and
Drafting redrafts which were submitted to the committees , I was
amazed at the few changes that the committees found necessary to
make.
"Certainly no other group of people worked longer and with
more scrupulous concern than did that committee . In addition to

their own committee functions , they spent endless hours these last
two weeks working weekends, including Sundays , recess days
and evenings , perfecting the work of the Convention . The patience
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they demonstrated in hearing every request and attempting a so
lution to every problem within the scope of their assignment was
highly commendable . Even when their drafts were presented to
the floor and changes were made by the Convention , changes that
were not always good , they never complained but patiently went
back to their work , and Mr. President , I would like to express the
thanks of the Convention to this committee .”

POINTOF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE
Delegate Rundle moved that the following remarks of Delegate
Cart be printed in the Journal, which motion prevailed .
Delegate Cart: “Mr. President :
“When we met at Mary College in December , 1970 , we listened
to a number of people who were brought in from out of state who
no doubt had great talent and so forth . We proceeded from there ,
but we selected our own staff from our own people of North Da
kota , and I think that was one of the wisest things we ever did .
We have one of the best staffs I have ever seen assembled for a
long period of time. They have worked diligently , they know the
state and all of its people , and the real credit for a lot of the work
that has come out of this convention should be given to this excel
lent staff recruited in North Dakota . One of the staff I can almost
claim asmy boy — at least Roy Gilbreath and my daughter went
through the Bismarck schools together .
“ This staff has done an outstanding jo

b
. ”

President Wenstrom declared the Convention would stand re

cessed until 1 : 15 p . m .

The Convention reconvened with President Wenstrom presiding .

ANNOUNCEMENT
Delegate Trenbeath announced his presence a

t

the Convention .

POINTOF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE
Delegate Litten requested that the chair recognize Delegate

Pearce , that he be allowed the privilege o
f

the rostrum , and that the
same courtesy be extended to Mrs . Wenstrom , which request was
granted .

Delegate Litten moved that the following remarks o
f Delegate

Pearce be printed in the Journal , which motion prevailed .
Delegate Pearce : “Mr . President , Mrs . Wenstrom and Fellow
Delegates :

" By pledging my life , I obtained from the Secretary of State the
Journal of the 1889 Convention , and I found o

n the next to the
last day o

n Friday , August 1
6 , 1889 , the following resolution was

introduced :

“ 'WHEREAS . The Hon . F . B . Fancher , President of this Conven
tion , has in his trying position as our presiding officer , a situation

o
f great delicacy and responsibility , acquitted himself with uniform

courtesy , eminent fairness and infinite patience ; and

" 'WHEREAS , It is an honored and beautiful custom o
n the final
adjournment of deliberative assemblies of this character to donate
by resolution to honored and respected presiding officers , the
chair they have occupied and the gavel they have wielded ; there
fore , be it

“ 'RESOLVED , That as a token of our respect and confidence ,we
hereby order that the Chair he has so honorably filled and the
gavel he has so ably and impartially wielded , be and is hereby
presented to Hon . F . B . Fancher , President o

f

the Constitutional
Convention o

f

North Dakota , assembled at Bismarck July 4 , 1889 . '

"With great diligence , I pursued the possibility of giving the
President his chair . I discovered the Convention does not own it ,

and under no circumstances can we give you the chair . However ,
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at the opening of this convention there were two gavels made by
the School for the Deaf . This was the gavel that has inscribed
on it ‘Constitutional Convention , State of North Dakota , 1971 - 1972
and which was used at the opening of this Convention . While
Frank already had possession of it, I find no document giving him
title . Therefore , the first thing I want to do on behalf of the Con
vention is present to you , President Wenstrom , this gavel as a
symbol of the authority you have heretofore wielded .
" I am not through .
"Now , I hope you attended carefully the language I read from
the 1889 Journal . The same language would be appropriate here .
Frank , you have occupied this position as our presiding officer ,
a situation of great delicacy and responsibility , and clearly , no
one could have acquitted himself with greater uniform courtesy ,
eminent fairness and infinite patience , and I can think of no new
words to express any better what we all feel. Themanner in which
you have presided has contributed a great deal to the success of
this convention .
“ I also notice that this is the first time I have been up here since
the convention started , despite my exalted position as Vice Presi
dent, and I want the Convention to know that it was not Frank ' s
fault I have not been sitting up here . On many occasions he has
summoned me, but Ihave successfully resisted .
" Since we could not give Frank the chair , we did want Frank to
have something permanent to express our appreciation , so the
Delegates have had prepared , and I wish to present to you , Frank ,
this plaque in the shape of the State of North Dakota , North Da
kota Constitutional Convention 1972 ' over the seal of the State of
North Dakota , 'Frank A .Wenstrom , President . In appreciation for
your skillful leadership , patience , dignity , and high sense of pur
pose shown throughout the building of a new Constitution for this
great state from ninety - seven grateful delegates .' ”

President Wenstrom : “ Thank you so very much , Vice President
Pearce and fellow delegates .
" I believe I know something about what Mark Anthony felt
when he said in that Shakespeare play ' Julius Ceasar ', when he
said at the grave of Brutus, ' I must pause until my heart comes
back to me.'
“ This is a tremendous experience .
" It would be quite out of character if I were not deeply touched
by your many acts of good will . The many kind words which have
been said of me on this occasion cause me to blush with embar
rassment . I could not , without vanity , assume that I merit such
praise . I cannot deny , however, that I have tried to discharge my
duties as your president, to the best ofmy ability . I can only thank
you delegates for your belief that I have made some approach
to the ideal of a good president. I am profoundly grateful to the
97 delegates who helped me serve this constitution .
" Fellow Delegates , as Bill stated to you , I have tried on numer
ous occasions to get Bill up and preside . The privilege of presid
ing at a Constitutional Convention is something that does not hap
pen every day , and I was really happy that Bill told you that I
had tried to get him to preside . The other thing that has happened
today that I have often tried to do before and I have always failed
is to get my wife to come up to the rostrum and sit with me. That
I have not been able to do, so Bill, in spite of the fact that I have
not been able to get you to preside at a session , you were able to
do this . It was very evident after that one time I stopped the con
vention to read a special announcement that my wife wished to

make , it is very evident just who does run the Wenstrom house
hold ."
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Delegate Litten requested that the chair recognize Delegate
Saugstad , which request was granted .
Delegate Litten moved that the following remarks of Delegate
Saugstad be printed in the Journal, which motion prevailed .
Delegate Saugstad : “ President Wenstrom : I have been asked
to present to the various chairmen of the various committees that
have functioned throughout the plenary session and also to the
staff members Certificates of Commendation . I believe we have
had what I think are exceptional and unusual participation by
each and every delegate . We have had, I feel , the utmost co
operaticn from everyone . We have had tremendous response from
our staff . I think we have had good direction from the Executive
Director , the Assistant Director and the professional staff. We
have had , I think an excellent staff from top to bottom , and it
is impossible for us to single out and make special mention of the
various individuals for the many wonderful things each and every
onehas done .

" I, for one, am extremely proud of our entire staff . As I read
off the names , a page will pick up the Certificate of Commenda
tion and deliver it to the person mentioned .
“William R . Pearce , First Vice President
" Lois Vogel , Secretary
“ Donnell Haugen , Chairman of the Committee on Finance and
Taxation
" S . F . Hoffner , Chairman of the Committee on Legislative
Functions
“Ralph Maxwell , Chairman of the Committee on Preamble , Bill
of Rights and Suffrage

“Gail Hernett , Chairman of the Committee on Executive Func
tions
" Roland Meidinger , Chairman of the Committee on Education ,
Resources and Public Lands
“George Longmire , Chairman of the Committee on Judicial
Functions and PoliticalSubdivisions
"George Unruh , Chairman of the Committee on Style and
Drafting

" Fred Scheel , Chairman , Committee on Resolutions
" John D . Paulson , Co - chairman of the Committee on Public In
formation
“ Richard Dobson , Co -chairman of the Committee on Public In
formation
“ Agnes Geelan , Chairman of the Committee on Rules
" James R . Dawson , Chairman of the Committee on Ballot
" Joseph Byrne, Chairman of the Committee on Coordination and
Transition
" Ailsa Simonson , Chairman of the Committee on Revision and
Correction of the Journal
“ C. Warner Litten , Chairman of the Committee on Employment
" John Decker, Chairman of the Committee on Photography

“ Leroy Erickson , Chairman of the Committee on Enrolling and
Engrossing
" Dean Bard , Executive Director
“ David Peterson , Assistant Executive Director
" Roy Gilbreath , Chief Clerk
“Leo Leidholm , Assistant Chief Clerk
" J . Vernon Asheim , Proposal Clerk
“ Barbara King , Desk Reporter
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“Michael H . Keedy, Committee Counsel
" Dwight S . Cuffe , Committee Counsel
“ J. A . Gilje , Information Director
Delegate Litten requested that the President recognize Delegate
Scheel ,which request was granted .
Delegate Litten moved that the following remarks of Delegate
Scheel be printed in the Journal, which motion prevailed .
Delegate Scheel : “Mr. President :
" I think a few of you willhark back to the days when the Second
Lieutenants were called the ‘Ninety -Day Wonders .' Assembled
here among us are a lot of 'sixty -day wonders , and we have rip
ened awfully fast . Of course , there are a lot of old sergeants and
old veterans and old colonels in this too , but I think the man to
whom I am about to present this Certificate of Commendation de
serves a little bit of specialmention .
“ I know I heard from the mouths of others and certainly it
wasmy experience that he presented and gave confidence to a lot
of delegates when we came in here in that organizing session ,
during the work that ensued and during the interim . Secondly , he
was a friend , I know , to delegates here . I have heard from a lot
of different people , and I know I personally experienced it . My
wife got a letter telling how I was doing , what I ought to be doing
down here , instead of telling what I hadn 't ought to be doing ,
which was reassuring to her , I think .
“ Third , he has been chairman of our Calendar Committee , and I
think you can see just exactly how well this thing is working out.
All during these days, starting when we first were at the sym
posium at Mary College we were told we just couldn ' t do it in
that amount of time, and then as committees would come out here
to Bismarck , and it would be either a rainy day or a sunshiny day ,
but the remarks were always the same — 'You just can 't do it in
that amount of time. The other day he showed me the calendar ,
and it looked to me like it had been written by a Monday morn
ing quarterback -- everything worked out just beautifully .
“ Then , of course , he has been acting President of this organiza
tion at times , relieving Frank Wenstrom .
“ The fourth thing — I think we have a little extra time — and I
would just like to recite this . When I was in service , I lived in a
quonset hut, and each night the enemy would come down over the
island and you could hear the sirens starting at the North end
of the island coming all the way down the island, and the anti -air
craft guns would go off one after the other , but I never really
thought too much about it. But, one day unbeknownst to us, dur
the day they moved an anti -aircraft gun - a 90 mm . gun — right
in next to the quonset , and so we heard them all start down the
line like this , and when that one went off right next to the quon
set hut , there wasn ' t a fellow in there that wasn ' t on his belly in
just an instant. And , I think the first time when I heard the first
'no ' vote come out of my compatriot delegate here on the right,
I didn 't really know what happened . It just took us six inches off
the chair because he made up for twenty -five around here who
didn ' t know exactly which way they wanted to vote because he
and Roy Gilbreath have got the voices you just heard here to
undo us all.
" But I think lastly that his constituents in Minot and around
Minot can be mighty proud of the man they sent down here and
became our Second Vice President. With this I will present this
to you , Stanley Saugstad .”
Delegate Litten requested that the President recognize Execu
tive Staff Director Dean Bard , which request was granted .
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Delegate Litten moved that the following remarks of Executive
Director Bard be printed in the Journal, which motion prevailed .
Executive Director Bard : “Mr. President :
" It is a great pleasure for me to make this presentation , and I
feel deeply honored in being permitted to do so . During all the
time the staff has been associated with the Convention , it has been
a real pleasure to serve President Wenstrom . We have not always
agrecd on how we felt things should be done. In all these in
stances , your President has listened patiently to us, and given our
views the weight they deserved . On occasion we have had to work
long hours to complete our tasks , but with the understanding we
have received , it has made the load lighter.
" He has truly been a wonderful person to work for , and we will
miss the association after the special election is over .
" Speaking of the special election brings me to the small token
of our appreciation the staff wishes to present to President Wen
strom today . But, before I do , I want to say a word about it, as it
has a special significance for us. It is in the form of a ballot , and
it is inscribed as follows :
" To President Wenstrom from your staff
Dean Bard
David Peterson
Michael Keedy
Dwight Cuffe
Arnie Gilje
Mary Alice Simonson
Barbara Benish
Mary Lee
Jane Thoemke
Marian Ehli
Donna Heisler '

“ Now , we have done something else on this plaque that we think
is fitting and appropriate : We have anticipated the results of the
special election and marked the 'Yes' box on the mock ballot ac
cordingly . We think this will be a fitting memento to what we
feel will be a favorable vote by the electors on the product built
by you and your fellow delegates , President Wenstrom , and we
hope in years to come this token of our esteem will remind you
of this fact.”
President Wenstrom : “May I again say a word of appreciation
to my friends on the staff along with the people who again make
it so difficult forme to talk . I sincerely appreciate this — another
beautiful momento of one of the most wonderful experiences in
my life — that of serving in this Constitutional Convention ."
Delegate Peterson : “Mr. President :
“ I think there is one more announcement or expression of grati
tude , and that is to our John Q . Public of the North Dakota Con
stitutional Convention . We have had a gentleman who has at
tended every committee meeting of the Education Committee
throughout the summer and, further , he has worked diligently and
been very interested and we have had many times when we need
ed the public participation . Therefore, our committee for fun and
bcause we truly feel he deserved it, we prepared a resolution in

our committee and presented it to R . J . Sailer .”
Delegate Dawson : "Mr. President :
“ I would at this time like the Convention to recognize the work
of the League of Women Voters for their publications and news
letters .'

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
The Resolutions Committee introduced :
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Resolution No . 0 . A resolution expressing the gratitude of all
the delegates to the employees of the Convention who have con
tributed so much to its success , and to making it an enjoyable
experience .
Was read for the first time.
Delegate Scheel moved that the rules be suspended , and that Reso
lution No . O not be referred to committee , and be placed before
the Convention for final passage , which motion prevailed .

Page 1
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA OF 1972

RESOLUTION No. O
Introduced by Committee on Resolutions.

1 A resolution expressing the gratitude of al
l

the delegates to

la the

2 employees o
f

the Convention who have contributed so much to

2a its

3 success , and tomaking it an enjoyable experience .

5 WHEREAS , the North Dakota Constitutional Convention has

5
a

been

6 meeting in plenary session since January 3 , 1972 ; and

7 WHEREAS , during the plenary session these employees have

8 contributed their time and effort far beyond that required of
8a them

9 in their unselfish devotion to the cause o
f

constitutional

1
0 revision by the exceptional performance of their duties ; and

1
1 WHEREAS , these same persons have exhibited such willing

ila ness in

1
2 their duties a
s

d
o cheer the heart , and the girls such

12a adornment

1
3 a
s
to delight the eye , day by day ,

1
4 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NORTH

14a DAKOTA CONSTITUTIONAL

1
5 CONVENTION :

1
6 That the Convention express its appreciation to the following

1
7 for their outstanding performances , conducted in such a

17a pleasant

1
8 spirit :

1
9 Debbie Erickson Florence Nemer

2
0 Frieda Borth Lois J . Scherr

2
1 Dorothy Litchfield Gertrude Learn

Carolyn Sette Meg Rausch
Louise Ebert Lela Knudsen

2
4 Karen Sando LeRoy Rolshoven

2
5 Marie Skjod Ferd Hetterle

Page 2

1 Bernice Herner Vonnie Wold

2 Cecil Crandell Clara Wendt

3 Harry Iszler Palmer Rustan

4 Ed Garvin Marjorie Cleveland

5 Ruth Guthrie Wanda Froelich

6 Olger Sandven Avis Hagen

7 Terry Olson Marjorie Trangsrud

8 Shelly Mushik Gladys Derrick

9 Keith Harrison Al Bradley

1
0 Hazel Ludemann Tom Tharalson
11 Larry Dorrheim JoAnn Owens

1
2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the clerk b
e

instructed
12a to forward

1
3

a
n

enrolled copy o
f

this resolution to each o
f

those named .
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The question then was o
n the final adoption o
f

Resolution No . O ,

which was adopted o
n
a voice vote .

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
The Resolutions Committee introduced :

Resolution No . S . A resolution expressing the gratitude o
f

all
the delegates of the North Dakota Constitutional Convention for
the efforts the staíf of the Convention has expended to make the
work of each delcgate to the Convention most pleasant and to make
the Convention most successful .

Was read the first time .

Delegate Scheel moved that the rules be suspended , and that
Resolution No . S not be referred to committee , and be placed
before the Convention for final passage , which motion prevailed .

Page 1

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA OF 1972

Resolution No . S

Introduced by Committee o
n

Resolutions

1 A resolution expressing the gratitude of all the delegates of

the North Dakota Constitutional Convention for the efforts the
staff of the Convention has expended to make the work of each

4 delegate to the Convention most pleasant and to make the
5 Convention most successful .

6 WHEREAS , the North Dakota Constitutional Convention met
6a in

7 organizational session in April of 1971 ; and

8 WHEREAS , shortly after this date a staff was employed as

9 directed by the Convention ; and

1
0 WHEREAS , the Convention met in substantive committees

10a during

1
1

themonths of June , August , September , October and November
11a of

1
2 1971 ; and

1
3 WHEREAS , the Convention has been meeting in plenary

13a session

1
4 since January 3 , 1972 ; and

WHEREAS , during all this time the staff of the Convention

1
6 has performed it
s

duties in a most admirable fashion ; and

1
7 WHEREAS , the secretaries o
n the Executive Director ' s staff

1
8 havemaintained a courteous , cheerful attitude while performing

1
9 duties far beyond those normally required of employees by

2
0 continually preparing excellent work in a short period of time ;

20a and
21 WHEREAS , these secretaries have most generously given of

2
2 their services when the same was required and did so most

2
3 cheerfully and efficiently ; and
WHEREAS , these secretaries have been and are of most

24a pleasing

2
5 demeanor a
swell as being pleasing to behold ; and

Page 2

1 WHEREAS , the Constitutional Convention has , through a

la program

2 entered into with the University o
f

North Dakota School o
f

Law ,

3 sponsored a
n internship program utilizing the services of three

4 law students of superior academic qualifications and abilities ;

4
a and

5 WHEREAS , the contribution by these interns has been

6 considerable and the results of their efforts of substantial

7 aid to the delegates .

8 NOW , THEREFORE , BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NORTH
8a DAKOTA
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9 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION :
10 That the gratitude of the Convention be expressed to the
11 interns and the secretarial staff of the Executive Director's
12 office for their generous contributions to the cause of
13 constitutional revision .
14 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the clerk of the conven
14a tion be
15 instructed to forward an enrolled copy of this resolution to the
16 following :
17 Roderic Schuster , Intern
18 Eric DeRycke , Intern
19 John Dwyer , Intern
20 Mary Alice Simonson , Receptionist Secretary
21 Jane R . Thoemke , Secretary
22 Marian Ehli, Secretary
23 Mary Lee , Secretary
24 Barbara Benish , Secretary
25 Donna Heisler , Secretary
The question then was on the final adoption of Resolution No .

S , which was adopted on a voice vote .

REPORT OF PROCEDURAL COMMITTEE
Mr. President: Your Committee on Enrollment and Engross
ment respectfully report that they have examined the final draft
of the North Dakota 1972 Constitution and find the same correctly
enrolled .

DELEGATE ERICKSON , Chairman
Delegate Warner moved that the report be adopted , which mo
tion prevailed , and the report was adopted .

MOTION
Delebate Dobson moved that the rules be suspended and that
the convention do now vote, “ viva voce ," by recorded roll call
on the question : " Shall the proposed 1972 Constitution be adop
ted ? "
Which motion prevailed on a division vote .
A roll call vote was taken on the question , " Shall the proposed
1972 Constitution be adopted ? ”

ROLL CALL
Roll was called and there were ayes, 91; nays, 4 ; absent and not
voting, 3.
Those voting in the affirmative were :
Aas Erickson Kretschmar Roney
Aubol Fallgatter Kwako Rosendahl
Bassingthwaite Fiedler Lamb Rude
Bender Fritzell Lander Sanstead
Benson Geelan Larsen Saugstad
Berg Gipp Lerberg Scheel
Billey Griffin Litten Schmit
Binek Hardmeyer Longmire Simonson
Birkeland Hartl McElroy Sinner
Brakke Haugen McIntyre Solberg
Burbidge Hendrickson Maxwell Sondreal
Burke Hernett Meidinger Sullivan
Byrne Hildebrand Miller Thompson
Chase Hill Nething Trenbeath
Christensen Hoffner Nicholas Tudor
Daniels Hoghaug O 'Toole Unruh
Dawson Hougen Omdahl Urdahl
Decker Huckle Paulson Vogel
Devine Jestrab Pearce Wallin
Diehl Kelsch Peters Warner
Dobson Kessel Peterson Wicks
Engelter Ketchum Poulson Mr. President
Engstrom Knudson Quam
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Those voting in the negative were :
Cart Hubrig Rundle Stanton
Absent and not voting :
Baker Benz Butler

EXPLANATION OF VOTE
Delegate Cart : "Mr. President :
“ I voted no because I have doubts about two divisions of the
new Constitution that have been approved . I feel the Executive
Branch and the Legislative Branch have been substantially removed
from the general public .”
Delegate Hubrig : “Mr. President :
" I take this opportunity to explain my vote of No . I have no
alternative but to vote no , as I truthfully feel I could not have
gone back to my people and tell them I voted for the Constitution
that I myself could not believe in .
" I want one thing understood . I have no animosity against any
one who voted against what I thought should have been voted
for. This has probably been one of the hardest jobs I have had
to do in a long time – to come here and have to vote no . I did ,
and I am going to be honest with my people , and I am sure the
people who sent me here will understand the position I am in , and
I pray , 'God , Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot
change , and the courage to change the things I can ."
Delegate Rundle : “Mr. President :
" I also would like to explain my vote . No hard feelings what
soever. I intended all the way through to tell the people in my
district to whom I owe my entire allegiance that there are many
good things in this new document . There are some that I do not
like , and I am going to tell them - they know how I voted , and
I will tell them to vote as they please . I would like you to know
I didn 't want to vote , but I stayed here and voted . At my age
I could have ducked out.”
Delegate Stanton : "Mr. President :
" I voted no because it is an unnecessary motion . It is not a
complete document . I think there is a lot of good in there , and
something not so good , and it is for the people of North Dakota to
make the ultimate decision .”
Delegate Dobson : “Mr. President :
" The delegates to North Dakota 's 1889 Constitutional Convention
wrote a good constitution for their times . But times have changed
greatly in the last 8212 years , and the people have recognized
that North Dakota needs a new constitution . This convention is
proposing to the people the 1972 constitution .
" It is a constitution that honors the past , provides for the present
and looks to the future .
" It is a constitution that has been shorn of obsolete and redundant
provisions, statutory detail and surplus verbiage .
" It is a constitution that provides for sweeping away the complex
and expensive spiderweb of bureaucracy that now burdens state
government and replacing it with a governmental structure that
would be responsive , efficient and economical .
" It is a constitution that preserves — and , in many cases , ex
pands - every right guaranteed to the people under the old
document .
" It is a constitution that is progressive and innovative, com
paratively brief, easy to read and easy to understand .
" It is , in sum , a constitution that will place North Dakota at
the forefront in the rank of states, a constitution that will serve ,
in many respects , as a model for other states to emulate , a con
stitution that every North Dakotan can proudly claim as his own .
“ Therefore , I voted 'Yes.' ”
Delegate Pearce : “Mr. President :
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“May I explain my yes vote . You might have noticed that it
sounded a little weak . I voted yes because a no vote would have
been misinterpreted . I did not feel that the question that we voted
on was a proper one. I do not feel that the vote of 93 adopted
the Constitution . I thought all that we could do is submit what
we had done . My real vote is on the various proposals as re
corded in the Journal – my yes votes . We must send it out for
the people for their ultimate adoption or rejection .”
Delegate Paulson moved that 10 ,000 copies of the Constitution
be printed in the type as used in today 's Journal, and that ten
copies be sent to every delegate , which motion prevailed .
Delegate Pearce moved that the officers of the convention be
directed by the body of this Convention to sign and execute a Cer
tification of the Document we have now put together which will
ultimately then be forwarded to the Secretary of State for sub
mission to the people , and as a part of that ceremony , each of the
delegates may be invited to come by the desk and also sign the
document, which motion prevailed .
The 1972 Constitution was then signed by the Delegates of the
Constitutional Convention except Delegates Baker, Benz and Butler .
Mr. President:
Your Committee on Enrollment and Engrossment respectfully re
port that they have examined the following :
Resolution A Kesolution F Resolution J Resolution O

Resolution B Resolution G Resolution K Resolution R

Resolution C Resolution H Resolution M Resolution R

Resolution D Resolution I Resolution N Resolution S
Resolution E

And find the same correctly enrolled .
DELEGATE ERICKSON , Chairman

Delegate Kwako moved that the report be adopted , which motion
prevailed , and the report was adopted .

ANNOUNCEMENT
President Wenstrom announced he is rescinding his appointment
of the Public Information Subcommittee on Coordination of Dele
gates Paulson , Diehl and Omdahl .
Delegate Longmire moved that the following remarks of Presi
dent Wenstrom be printed in the Journal, which motion pre
vailed .
President Wenstrom :
" It is not my purpose at this hour to weary you with a long
speech . It would be a poor reward to you in return for the great
honor you have shown me by electing me President of this Consti
tutional Convention and in that capacity being privileged to serve
as your presiding officer .
" I do wish to express to you , the delegates to this convention ,
my sincere appreciation for the continuous cooperation and assis
tance which you have given me while serving as your president.
Your support has not been passive or mere approval : It has been
spontaneous , active and enthusiastic . I think it is worthy of note ,
that no delegate has ever failed to accept a committee appointment
or other assignment when asked to do so by your president. As
you delegates are aware, these assignments have not always been
classified as easy .
“ Your unbelievable attendance records at committee meetings dur
ing the interim , as well as here at the convention itself, have writ
ten upon the pages of history for all to see , a true indication of
your dedication and determination to carry through to completion
our task of redrafting a constitution for the State of North Dakota .
You have not avoided your responsibilities . I have stated many
times, both privately and publicly ofmy high regard for the dele
gates,my colleagues , to this convention . By electing you as dele
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gates to this constitutional convention , our citizens have definitely
reaffirmed my faith in our elective system .
" A special thank you to my fellow officers of this convention ,
for their many acts of kindness, consideration and courtesies they
have granted not only to me, but to all our delegates , our visitors ,
and to the public -at-large. You have given freely of your time and
talents .
“ The chairmen and vice chairmen , of all our committees asso
ciated with this convention , have thoroughly demonstrated their
abilities for leadership ; they have shown great industry in their
work and eloquence in the meeting room . Their most important
quality , however , has been their absolute fairness . This I am
aware of because of my personal observations and from the re
ports given me by our citizens who have attended their meetings .
" As to our professional staff ; our general convention staff ; and
our desk force — no organization could have a more loyal and
hardworking crew . Their devotion to the work of the convention
and to the delegates , individually , as well as collectively , has been
a major factor in our successful operation and to themany accom
plishments of this constitutional convention . We wish for all our
(may I call you assistants ? ) to know that your work in our behalf
is sincerely appreciated . Your good work will not be forgotten .
“ You , the delegates to this constitutional convention , are a grand
group of men and women . You are a group of which all North
Dakotans can be justly proud . To you I owe my affection — my
gratitude — my respect .
“On August 17 , 1889 — last day of the first constitutional con
vention :
“Delegate Stevens presented the president an appropriate gift .
President Frederick Bartlett Fancher responded as follows:
“ 'Gentlemen of the Convention : Like the pilgrim of the olden
times , who having journeyed in many countries , gathering wisdom
and knowledge by the way , ascends at last the summit of the east
hill, and bending on his staff surveys afar the highest place of all
- so have we, after a long , interesting and varied experience ,
reached the end of our labors and behold , gleaming into light,
that Jerusalem of our souls — a completed constitution .'
" Fancher concluded with congratulations , thanks and goodbye .
" By coincidence today , February 17 , 1972 , we are finishing the
work of this constitutional convention 82 years and six months to
the day later .
“We have come to the closing moments of this Constitutional
Convention . It falls to the President to say the last words of
farewell .
“May I begin by again expressing to you the deepest apprecia
tion of which I am capable for the trust you have placed in me.
I can only say , I have tried to justify your trust. Our Convention
has been a fruitful one: I honestly and sincerely believe that
we can all return to our homes secure in the knowledge of our
mission being accomplished ; a job well done. And may I close
this Constitutional Convention with words which , in many lan
guages, in many forms, in many religious , have brought comfort
and strength . "May the Peace of God , which passeth all under
standing , be with us and remain with us always .
" I am now advised that all the business of this Constitutional
Convention has been cared for : The only function remaining is
to entertain and put the motion that this Convention do now
adjourn ."
Delegate Saugstad moved that the absent members be excused ,
which motion prevailed .
Delegate Cart moved that the Second Constitutional Convention
of the State of North Dakota be adjourned sine die , which motion
prevailed .

ROY GILBREATH , Chief Clerk




