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Fifty-seventh
Legislative Assembly SENATE BILL NO. 2056
of North Dakota

Introduced by

Senator Lyson

Representative Carlisle

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 36-21.1-06 of the North Dakota Century Code,

relating to abandoned animals.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 36-21.1-06 of the 1999 Supplement to the North

Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

36-21.1-06. Exposure and abandonment of animals - Authority of officers.

1.

N

Any sheriff, police officer, licensed veterinarian, or investigator may take custody
of, and care for any animal found abandoned, unjustifiably exposed to cold or
inclement weather, or not properly fed and watered. Any sheriff or police officer
may use reasonable means to enter a motor vehicle and remove an animal that
has been left in the vehicle in violation of section 36-21.1-03.1.

A sheriff, police officer, licensed veterinarian, or investigator may care for the
animal until it is redeemed by the owner or keeper and when necessary may
deliver the animal to another person or facility to be sheltered, cared for, and
furnished suitable food and drink. H-aleases If the owner—# or keeper is known,
the individual must be immediately notified-er# immediately. If the owner or

keeper is unknown, notice must be given by publication in the manrerpreseribed
by-aw—Sueh official newspaper of the jurisdiction. The notice must irferm-the

ewner provide that sueh the animal may be sold, placed for adoption, or otherwise

disposed of—pursuant-te-courterder if the animal is not redeemed within five days
after reeeiving-the-netice the owner or keeper, if known, is notified or if the owner

or keeper is unknown, within five days after publication.

The sheriff, police officer, licensed veterinarian, investigator, or whoever has

custody of the animal has a lien thereen; on the animal, which is superior to any
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other claim or lien, for #s the animal's care and keeping, the reasonable value of
the food and drink furnished, and the expenses of notifying the owner or keeper. If
steh the lien is not discharged and satisfied by the owner within five days after
receiving the notice or within five days after publication, the person holding sueh
the claim may apphy-te-the-district-courtforan-orderteo-sell-sueh sell the animal te
and discharge sueh the lien—Upen-erder-of-the-court-the-animatbmustbe-seldata

the-persen-bringing-the-actionto-enferee, arrange for the adoption of the animal, or

arrange for the destruction and disposal of the animal.

If the animal is sold, the lienholder is entitled to the proceeds to the extent of the

lien, and the remainder, if any, must be paid over to the owner or keeper, if known;

er#. If the owner or keeper is not known, the remainder must be deposited in the

county general fund. H-re-purchaserisfoundthe-animal—atthe-diseretion-of-the

For purposes of this section, an "abandoned animal" is an animal that is or

reasonably appears to have been deserted by its owner or keeper. The term may

include an animal that is running loose on property other than that of its owner or

keeper if the animal bears no identification indicating the owner or keeper and the

owner or keeper is not known to the sheriff, police officer, licensed veterinarian, or

investigator taking custody of the animal under this section.
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