Fifty-seventh Legislative Assembly of North Dakota
In Regular Session Commencing Tuesday, January 9, 2001

HOUSE BILL NO. 1282
(Representatives Porter, Devlin, Ruby, Severson)
(Senator Lee)

AN ACT to create and enact a new section to chapter 50-24.1 of the North Dakota Century Code,
relating to reimbursements from medical assistance; and to amend and reenact sections
23-27-04 and 23-27-04.1 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to nonmedically necessary
ambulance transports.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 23-27-04 of the North Dakota Century Code is amended
and reenacted as follows:

23-27-04. Standards for operators.

1. Ne A surface ambulance service within this state may not be operated unless the service
is licensed in accordance with this chapter and regulations promulgated by the state health
council. The regulations must include-but-retbe-timiteee; the following:

4+ a. Time when ambulance service shalt must be available.

2 b. Type of drvers motor vehicle operator's license needed for drivers of an ambulance.
3- c¢. Training standards for an ambulance driver and attendant.

4. d. Equipment needs and equipment certification.

5. e. Annuallicense fees.

6- f.  Number of personnel required for each ambulance run.

+ 0. Sueh-ether Other requirements as may be found necessary to carry out the intent of

this chapter.

[~

An officer, employee, or agent of any prehospital emergency medical service may refuse to
transport an individual for which transport is not medically necessary and may recommend
an alternative course of action to that individual if the prehospital emergency medical
service has developed protocols that include direct medical control to refuse transport of
an individual.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 23-27-04.1 of the 1999 Supplement to the North Dakota
Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

23-27-04.1. Emergency care or services rendered by officers, employees, or agents of
prehospital emergency medical service - Physician medical direction. Ne

1. An officer, employee, or agent of any prehospital emergency medical service and re a

physician licensed in this state who provides medical direction to any prehospital
emergency medical service, who is a volunteer, who in good faith renders emergency care,
services, or medical direction, is not liable to the recipient of the emergency care, services,
or medical direction for any civil damages resulting from any acts or omissions by the
person in rendering the emergency care, services, or medical direction provided the
person is properly trained according to law.
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For the purpose of this section, "volunteer" means an individual who receives no
compensation or who is paid expenses, reasonable benefits, nominal fees, or a
combination of expenses, reasonable benefits, and nominal fees to perform the services
for which the individual volunteered, provided that the fees do not exceed twenty-four
hundred dollars in any calendar year.

|

For volunteer physicians providing medical direction to prehospital emergency medical
services, the twenty-four hundred dollar maximum fees amount is to be calculated
separately for each prehospital emergency medical service for which the physician
volunteered medical direction. This section does not relieve a person from liability for
damages resulting from the intoxication, willful misconduct, or gross negligence of the
person rendering the emergency care or services.

An officer, employee, or agent of any prehospital emergency medical service and a
physician licensed in this state who provides medical direction to any prehospital
emergency medical service who in good faith does not render emergency care, service, or
medical direction to an individual based on a determination that transport of that individual
to a hospital is not medically necessary is not liable to that individual for damages unless
the damages resulted from intoxication, willful misconduct, or gross negligence.

|

SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 50-24.1 of the North Dakota Century Code is created
and enacted as follows:

Reimbursement of ambulance services. Medical assistance coverage must include
reimbursement of ambulance services for responding to calls to assist covered individuals which do not
result in transport. The reimbursement must be at a rate negotiated by the department and the
ambulance service.




H. B. No. 1282 - Page 3

Speaker of the House President of the Senate

Chief Clerk of the House Secretary of the Senate

This certifies that the within bill originated in the House of Representatives of the Fifty-seventh
Legislative Assembly of North Dakota and is known on the records of that body as House Bill No. 1282.

House Vote: Yeas 75 Nays 18 Absent 5

Senate Vote: Yeas 48 Nays O Absent 1

Chief Clerk of the House

Received by the Governor at M. on , 2001.

Approved at M. on , 2001.
Governor

Filed in this office this day of , 2001,

at o'clock M.

Secretary of State
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