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10745.0200 FIRST ENGROSSMENT

Fifty-seventh
Legislative Assembly ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1395
of North Dakota

Introduced by
Representative Gulleson

Senator Kelsh

A BILL for an Act to create and enact two new sections to chapter 25-13 of the North Dakota
Century Code, relating to assistance dogs; to amend and reenact sections 25-13-02, 25-13-03,
25-13-04, and 39-10-33.3 and subsection 22 of section 40-05-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code, relating to the rights of individuals with disabilities who are accompanied by assistance
dogs and the licensing of assistance dogs; to repeal sections 25-13-01 and 25-13-05 of the

North Dakota Century Code, relating to legislative policy; and to provide a penalty.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 25-13 of the North Dakota Century Code is
created and enacted as follows:

Assistance dog - Definition. For purposes of this Act, an assistance dog is a dog that

has been specially trained, or is being specially trained, to assist an individual with a disability.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 25-13-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

25-13-02.

Individual with a disability - Assistance dog te-be-agwttedte - Admission to public

places. Everrtotaly-erpartialy-blind-persen-hasthe+ight An individual with a disability is
entitled to be accompanied by a—guide an assistance dog and-every-handicapped-persen-has

peses; in places

of public accommodations, common carriers, facilities of a health care provider, and all places
# to which the public is generally invited, without being required to pay an extra charge for the

guide-erserviee assistance dog; provided, that sueh-persens—are the individual is liable for any
damage done to the premises or faeihties facility by the degs assistance dog.

SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 25-13 of the North Dakota Century Code is

created and enacted as follows:
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Trainer and assistance dog - Admission to public places. The trainer of an

assistance dog, with the assistance dog, may enter any place of public accommodation,

common carrier, facility of a health care provider, and any place to which the public is generally

invited, without being required to pay an extra charge for the assistance doq, if:

1. The trainer wears a photo identification card issued by assistance dogs

international indicating that the trainer is a member of assistance dogs

international; and

2. The trainer is liable for any damage done to the premises or facility by the

assistance dog.

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 25-13-03 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:
25-13-03. Precadtiens-efdriver Driver of motor vehicle wher-appreachinrgbhnd

persens - Precaution - Individual with assistance dog. Fhe If the driver of a motor vehicle

approachinga-totally-erpartially approaches an individual who is blind pedestrian or visually

impaired and who is carrying a cane predominately white or metallic in color, with or without a

red tip, or usig-a-gaide who is accompanied by an easily identified assistance dog, the driver
shall take all reasonable precautions to avoid injury to sueh-blind-pedestran—and-any the

individual and the assistance dog. Any driver who fails to take saeh reasonable precautions is

liable r-damages to the individual for any injury caused sueh-pedestran—previded-thata-tetally
erpartially. An individual who is blind pedestran or visually impaired and not carrying sueh a

cane or usirga—gaigde an individual with a disability who is not accompanied by an assistance
dog #r
have has all of the rights and privileges conferred by law upon other persenrsanre-the
individuals. The failure of atetally-erpartialhy an individual who is blind pedestran or visually
impaired to carry suehk a cane or use-a-guide the failure of an individual with a disability to be
accompanied by an assistance dog i-ary-sueh-places,-accemmodations—er-conveyanreesay
retitsel-be-heldto-constitute-rerbe is not by itself evidence of contributory negligence.
SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 25-13-04 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:
25-13-04. Penalty for interfering or denying use of facilities. Any person e+the
agent-efanypersen who denies or interferes with admittance to or enjoyment of the public
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places or facilities enumerated in section 25-13-02 or otherwise interferes with the rights of a

tetalh-or-partalty an individual who is blind perser or visually impaired, or with the rights of an

individual who is accompanied by an assistance doq, is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 39-10-33.3 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

39-10-33.3. Blind pedestrian right of way. The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right
of way to any-blindpedestran an individual who is blind or visually impaired and carrying a

clearly visible white cane or to an individual with a disability who is accompanied by a-gtide an

assistance dog.
SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Subsection 22 of section 40-05-02 of the 1999
Supplement to the North Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
22. Dogs. To license dogs, and to regulate the keeping of dogs including authorization
for their disposition or destruction in order to protect the health, safety, and general

welfare of the public; provided, however, that license fees are waived in the case

of an assistance dog.

SECTION 8. REPEAL. Sections 25-13-01 and 25-13-05 of the North Dakota Century

Code are repealed.
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