
Sixty-seventh Legislative Assembly of North Dakota 
In Regular Session Commencing Tuesday, January 5, 2021

HOUSE BILL NO. 1180
(Representative Becker)

AN ACT to amend and reenact subsection 6 of section 37-17.1-05 of the North Dakota Century Code, 
relating to the governor's authority during a declared state of disaster or emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 6 of section 37-17.1-05 of the North Dakota Century Code 
is amended and reenacted as follows:

6. In addition to any other powers conferred upon the governor by law, the governor may:

a. Suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute prescribing the procedures for conduct 
of  state  business,  or  the  orders,  rules,  or  regulations  of  any  state  agency,  if  strict 
compliance with the provisions of any statute, order, rule, or regulation would in any way 
prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in managing a disaster or emergency.

b. Utilize  all  available  resources  of  the  state  government  as  reasonably  necessary  to 
manage the disaster or emergency and of each political subdivision of the state.

c. Transfer the direction, personnel, or functions of state departments and agencies or units 
thereof for the purpose of performing or facilitating emergency management activities.

d. Subject  to  any  applicable  requirements  for  compensation  under  section  37-17.1-12, 
commandeer  or  utilize  any  private  property  if  the  governor  finds  this  necessary  to 
manage the disaster or emergency.

e. Direct and compel the evacuation of all or part of the population from any stricken or 
threatened area within the state if  the governor  deems this  action necessary for  the 
preservation of life or other disaster or emergency mitigation, response, or recovery.

f. Prescribe  routes,  modes  of  transportation,  and  destinations  in  connection  with  an 
evacuation.

g. Control ingress and egress in a designated disaster or emergency area, the movement of 
persons within the area, and the occupancy of premises therein.

h. Suspend  or  limit  the  sale,  dispensing,  or  transportation  of  alcoholic  beverages, 
explosives, and combustibles, not including ammunition.

i. Make provision for the availability and use of temporary emergency housing.

j. Make provisions for the control, allocation, and the use of quotas for critical shortages of 
fuel or other life and property sustaining commodities.

k. Designate members of the highway patrol, North Dakota national guard, or others trained 
in law enforcement, as peace officers.
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____________________________ ____________________________
Speaker of the House President of the Senate

____________________________ ____________________________
Chief Clerk of the House Secretary of the Senate

This  certifies  that  the  within  bill  originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Sixty-seventh 
Legislative Assembly of North Dakota and is known on the records of that body as House Bill No. 1180.

House Vote: Yeas 93 Nays 0 Absent 1

Senate Vote: Yeas 34 Nays 13 Absent 0

____________________________
Chief Clerk of the House

Received by the Governor at ________M. on _____________________________________, 2021.

Approved at ________M. on __________________________________________________, 2021.

____________________________
Governor

Filed in this office this ___________day of _______________________________________, 2021,

at ________ o’clock ________M.

____________________________
Secretary of State




