






































biomass in the form of wheat straw and/or corn 
stover as an alternative to natural gas based 
system. This project will gather feasibility level 
engineering surrounding the biomass option 
and allow Blue Flint to select a technology. A 
second phase of the project will complete 
detailed engineering and design on the selected 
technology. 

SITE DESIGN SERVICES 
Identity Ag Processing LLC 
Robert Sinner, Casselton 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$17,850 
$23,550 

Identity Ag Processing, LLC (IAP) is a state-of­
the-art processing facility that was established 
in 2004 for the purpose of cleaning, sizing, 
packaging and shipping contracted North Dakota 
grown food grade commodities arranged by 
SB&B Foods, Inc. with headquarters in Casselton, 
North Dakota. Since the completion of IAP, SB&B 
Foods, Inc. has grown continually to now a large 
global market presence with North Dakota grown 
products. North Dakota producers have not only 
benefitted with increased profits for their efforts, 
but also have gained worldwide recognition 
and reputation for the consistent high quality 
they produce year after year. More and more, 
global food companies are contacting SB&B 
Foods, Inc. for additional quantities produced in 
North Dakota. This project is to hire professional 
services to do a civil site design that includes a 
topographic survey, geotechnical investigation, 
geometric layout for roadway, site drainage, 
roadwork makeup and design, and erosion 
control. When completed, Identity Ag Processing 
intends secure a contractor for the infrastructure 
improvements and work. This total project will not 
only immediately impact our plant efficiency, but 
more importantly will allow for increased plant 
capacity and customer confidence for expanded 
business that will directly and positively benefit 

ND producers. 

DEVELOPMENT OF A NORTH DAKOTA BEEF 
SLAUGHTER AND PROCESSING FACILITY 
North Dakota Farmers Union 
Mark Watne, Jamestown 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$27,500 
$75,000 

A feasibility study to determine the possibility of a 
medium scale, regional, USDA-inspected cattle 
slaughter and processing facility, with an adjacent 
rendering facility with the capabilities of receiving 
rendering from other customers. The project 
will include a market analysis, processing and 
business plan, supply plan, management plan, 
and financial plan. 

SOUTH 40 BEEF 
South 40 Farms LLC 
John Roswech, Mott 
Grant Amount: $7,275 
Total Budget: $14,550 

South 40 Beef is committed to providing your 
family with ethically harvested, high quality, angus 
beef. Our family is building a beef processing 
plant in Mott, ND that will do the following: 
• Sell and market USDA inspected beef direct 

to consumers that live outside of the Dakotas 
that reside in east and west coast. 

Export ND Beef 
• State inspected beef to consumers in the 

Dakotas 
State inspected custom butchering 

• Sell to big box retailers such as Costco and 
Walmart 

South 40 Beef is committed to providing your 
family with ethically harvested, high quality, angus 
beef. 
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MARKETING PLAN - BUECHE LLC 
Bueche LLC 
Shannon Bueche, Casselton 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$8,193 
$10,241.25 

The Marketing Plan Project for Bueche LLC will 
develop and implement a marketing plan for 
our artisan herbal products. The marketing plan 
will include development of an eCommerce 
website, design and creation of a company logo 
and product-specific logos, bar-coded product 
label design and printing, electronic and printed 
marketing materials, marketing strategies for 
social media and Google advertising, as well 
as custom signage for sales locations and 
vehicles. The products are created from organic 
herbs, berries and other botanicals grown on 
a North Dakota farm. This project will highlight 
the traditional and non-traditional crops we are 
currently growing, and the unique products we 
create from them. By developing and utilizing 
a robust marketing plan, consumers will have 
access to education about the benefits of these 
plants, how they're used for health and wellness, 
and availability to purchase North Dakota made 
products created with them. It will also help 
to establish North Dakota as a place where 
beneficial herbs can be grown successfully, both 
on a family garden scale, and on a scale large 
enough to accommodate retail and wholesale 
markets. 

EXPANSION OF HILL TOP MEATS IN HAZEN 
J & J Hazen Meats, Inc. 
Justin Hill, Hazen 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$29,525 
$36,906.25 

Hill Top Meats is an existing USDA inspected 
meat processing plant located in Hazen, North 
Dakota. The company is intending to build a 
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new facility to increase its inspected processing 
capacity from 15 head per week to 30-60 head 
per week. The new plant will be located along 
Highway 200 between Beulah and Hazen. The 
existing plant will remain in operation to serve 
the region's custom and wild game processing 
needs. 

MINN DAK MARKET HOLIDAY PROMOTION 
Minn Oak Market 
Greg Kempel, Casselton 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$15,000 
$18,750 

Minn Oak Market proudly promotes and sells 
locally made products including Pride of Dakota 
products at its local storefront located in the 
West Acres mall in Fargo. They also sell via their 
website www.minndakmarket.com. This year, 
with the pandemic creating cancellations of trade 
shows such as two of the Pride of Dakota shows 
and the concern that the other shows may be 
less in attendance, sales etc. several Pride of 
Dakota vendors have reached out to see if they 
could increase their marketing to try and increase 
holiday sales. In 2019, 30,000 catalogs were 
printed and mailed out 5,500 of them to current/ 
potential customers throughout the midwest, 
Florida, Texas, Arizona, and California (former 
residents). This year by increasing this as well as 
more advertising in the area will lead to additional 
sales for these Pride of Dakota companies from 
Flasher to Burlington to Devils Lake to Esmond to 
Valley City etc. 

In addition to additional catalogs and mailing, an 
aggressive marketing campaign online with radio 
presence will help increase sales. 

Since opening the store full time on May 15, 
2019, Minn Oak Market has seen steady growth. 
Holiday sales continue to grow. In 2019, a pop up 
store was used in the Dakota Square Mall for the 



holidays from October through January. We are 
researching opportunities currently in Kirkwood 
Mall in Bismarck as well as the Dakota Square 
Mall in Minot to continue to grow the brand of 
providing local residents access to locally made 
products. 
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Nature-Based AgriTourism Grants are for enterprises which seek to attract visitors to a working farm or 
ranch, or any agricultural, horticultural or agribusiness operation to enjoy, be educated or be involved 
in activities. Eligible projects include but are not limited to farm or ranch tours, hands-on chores, 
self-harvesting of produce, hunting operations, fishing operations located on applicants' land, bird 
watching, trail rides and corn mazes. 

HYGGE HILLS TRAIN 
Hygge Hills 
Lucy Frandsen, Noonan 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$20,000 
$27,350 

Hygge Hills is working towards enhancing and 
growing their events by adding a train feature. 
This train will be pulled behind a compact tractor. 
It will be similar to an old steam train, with two 
cars each comfortably holding six adults. This 
train will be used mainly at our annual fall 
pumpkin patch. The train will follow a decorated 
pathway, through a seasonally decorated 160' 
tunnel, providing our guests an enjoyable time by 
sitting back, relaxing and enjoying the beautiful 
country scenery. This train will not be used on 
a track, so it will be available for use at parades, 
fairs, the Divide County Threshing Bee and other 
area events. 
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AGRITOURISM EXPANSION THROUGH VALUE 
ADDED NICHE MARKET CROP PRODUCTION 
gardendwellers FARM 
Holly Mawby, Esmond 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$7,093 
$8,786 

gardendwellers FARM will use APUC funds to 
begin processing and packaging of freeze-dried 
herbs to provide an easily packed and carried 
product available throughout the year to market 
to its agri-tourism visitors. This expansion will 
allow gardendwellers FARM to produce a product 
with a very long shelf life and a broader product 
line that appeals to visitors to the farm and to 
North Dakota. The freeze-dried herbs and herb 
blends will capitalize an the 'Be Legendary' 
branding as well as the gardendwellers FARM 
branding to appeal to consumers demand for 
local ingredients and products. 



APUC provides grants in two areas of agricultural innovations: Prototype Development & Technology 
Grants. A huge array of equipment can be useful in conducting business in rural living and agricultural 
economics. Prototype Grants are restricted to inventions improving the operations of food processing 
equipment and agricultural equipment. Technology Grants are to encourage innovation and 
APUC maintains a broad view of technology, such as hardware, software, devices or processes. 
Biotechnology will be considered as long as those advances improve agricultural product utilization 
such as food, feeds, fuels and fiber. 

VRT RENEGADE MARKET ACCELERATION 
Summers Manufacturing Co Inc 
Bruce Johnson, Devils Lake 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$26,250 
$272,020 

This project is aimed to help Summers 
Manufacturing accelerate the growth of a 
very exciting break through innovation in farm 
equipment which enables variable rate tillage. 
The acceleration of this market adoption will 
help promote the practice and will help Summers 
Manufacturing return to a growth mode as a 
North Dakota company producing innovative 
equipment to help agricultural producers be more 
efficient. 

BACON YIELD IMPROVEMENT PROCESS 
Cloverdale Foods Company 
Justin Brotzler, Mandan 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$105,000 
$329,869.52 

This is a three-phase project intended to increase 
bacon yield utilizing existing resources and 
constraints and develop new design of bacon 
comb hanger to increase yield, decrease waste, 
and produce a more consistent quality product. 
Additionally, a new design for system trolleys will 
be developed to increase capacity, efficiency, 
and quality. Cloverdale will invest in developing 
a process that is the most effective for chilling 
during the cooking and cooling process that will 
quickly, evenly, and consistently cool to ensure 
food safety and quality subsequent processing. 

25 



BACON YIELD IMPROVEMENT PROCESS, 
PHASE Ill 
Cloverdale Foods Company 
Justin Brotzler, Mandan 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$34,767 
$265,158.92 

Cloverdale would like to increase their bacon 
production yield utilizing existing space, design 
and patent bacon specific tools, and expand 
capabilities within the existing facility. 

PATENT-PENDING BELTING TECHNOLOGY 
WCCO Belting Inc 
Jean Voorhees, Wahpeton 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$41,475 
$65,454 

WCCO is developing a new type of rubber 
product primarily used on equipment that 
harvests potatoes, sugar beets, onions, and 
other root vegetables. If the prototype is 
successful, it will be promoted to both domestic 
and international equipment manufacturers. The 
growth will increase North Dakota exports and 
create high-paying local manufacturing jobs. 

LEAF AND BUD STRIPPER (STRIP IT GOOD) 
Total Ag Industries Inc. 
Pat Muller, Hillsboro 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$26,250 
$49,150 

This project seeks to develop a prototype of a 
new harvesting equipment for high-CBD hemp, 
the leaves of which are pressed for CBD oil. Grant 
funds will be used for the engineering, research 
and development and manufacturing of the 
prototype for the leaf and bud stripper. Although 
the CBD oil industry continues to grow, the 
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current harvesting technique is a multi-step, labor 
intensive process that requires a great deal of 
both time and warehouse space. This prototype 
merges those seperate steps into one as farmers 
prepare hemp leaves for CBD oil production. 
Merging these steps provides numerous benefits 
to these hemp farmers including: 1) the need 
for a single, lower-priced harvesting machine 2) 
increased harvesting efficiency of at least 25% 
3) elimination of the need for warehouse space 
4) faster drying because you are only drying the 
leaves, not the entire plant 5) a purer superior 
product because the stems and other impurities 
are left in the field. Although the prototype will be 
built to harvest one row, the machine will be built 
so that additional row units can easily be added. 



IMPROVEMENT PROJECT FOR EFFICIENCY 
AND PRODUCTION INCREASE 
Hankinson Renewable Energy LLC 
Dodi Matti, Hankinson 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$52,500 
$3,242,569 

Hankinson Renewable Energy (HRE) is planning 
an improvement project to its current plant 
located in Hankinson, ND. This improvement will 
involve the installation of stack heat recovery 
equipment that will improve plant efficiencies and 
increase ethanol production by an estimated 10 
MMGY. The $3.2 million project would allow HRE 
to improve operations; reduce natural gas and 
make-up water usage per gallon of ethanol; and 
resolve current production limitations, allowing 
the plant to operate at greater capacity and 
increase ethanol production by 10 MMGY. 

NUTRITIONAL ASSESSMENT OF HEMP 
BYPRODUCTS FOR INCLUSION IN ANIMAL 
FEED 
Healthy Oilseeds, LLC 
Roger Gussiass, Carrington 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$62,890.50 
$88,727.20 

The grant funds will be used to complete the 
necessary research and analytical science 
needed to define the nutritional content, phyto­
remediatory properties, and anti-nutritive 
composition of hemp seed byproducts. This 
analysis is the first step in satisfying American 
Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) and FDA-CVM 
(Center for Veterinary Medicine) Nutritional 
reporting and safety evaluations for any new 
ingredient including hemp and its byproducts. 
The FDA-CVM requires that each ingredient 
(byproduct) be rigorously tested to determine its 
nutritional composition and to identify pesticides, 
heavy metals, vitamins, mineral, or anti-nutritives 
that may prevent its use as animal feed and 
which must be considered by the feed formulator 
for the target animal, its production category and 
the intended use. To prove the consistency of the 
ingredients composition; we must use American 
grown and processed hemp byproducts and 
provide 5-7 Certificates of Analysis, from a 
certified lab, using approved methods and 
equipment, for each ingredient. Maintaining 
the consistency of labs conducting the analysis 
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for each of the samples creates legitimacy of 
the results and allows for more confidence in 
the statistical analysis and interpretation of the 
nutritional composition. All six ingredients (oil, 
meal/cake, hulls, screenings, filtrate, and pulp) will 
have five samples submitted to Eurofins food. 

WATER SERVICE TO BLUE FLINT ETHANOL 
McLean-Sheridan County Rural Water District 
Ann Oberg, Turtle Lake 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$54,240 
$71,190 

The Blue Flint Ethanol Plant (BFEP) northwest of 
Washburn receives water supply and wastewater 
disposal services through from the Coal Creek 
Power Plant (CCPP) through a cooperative 
agreement with Great River Energy (GRE). As 
GRE looks to potentially close the CCPP, BFEP 
is exploring economical options to replace its 
current process water supply and wastewater 
disposal methods. The proposed project would 
replace the water supply and wastewater 
disposal services from CCPP with services 
from the City of Washburn through the McLean 
Sheridan Rural Water District (MSRWD). The 
BFEP would need up to 750,000 gallons a day 
(gpd) in water for the production of ethanol. The 
process would also produce up to 75,000 gpd of 
wastewater proposed to be disposed of through 
the Washburn wastewater lagoons. 
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ND FFA FOUNDATION, INC. (2018) 
North Dakota FFA Foundation 
Tamra Maddock, Bismarck 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$300 
$300 

The ND FFA Foundation supports leadership 
opportunities and activities of its 4,500 members 
in the state. This sponsorship is in support of the 
ND State FFA Convention. Members will compete 
in more than 40 different career development 
and other award areas for the chance to 
represent ND at the National FFA Convention. 

NASDA ANNUAL MEETING (2020) 
National Association of State Departments of 
Agriculture, Bismarck 

Grant Amount: 
Total Budget: 

$5,000 
$5,000 

The NASDA Annual Meeting grows arid enhances 
agriculture by forging partnerships and creating 
consensus to achieve sound policy outcomes 
between state departments of agriculture, 
the federal government, and stakeholders. 
Funding was utilized to assist in developing and 
administering an online platform for the meeting. 
In return, APUC received an opportunity to 
network with commissioners, secretaries and 
directors of agriculture, to discuss important 
issues relative to its mission. 
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APUC's appropriation for the 2019-2021 biennium totaled $4,075,622.30 and was provided from the 
following sources: 

• $2,000,000 from Bank of North Dakota 

• $570,930.59 from the North Dakota Mill and Elevator 

• At the beginning of the biennium, an additional $1,504,691.71 authorized as carry-over authority 
from the previous biennium. 

• No funding was appropriated directly from the state general fund. 

Financials as of October 31, 2020 

Total Operating Expenditures 
Total Grant Expenditures 
Grant Commitments 
Remaining Appropriation 
*Includes current plus carry-over commitments 
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$27,955.96 
$1,220,161.67 
$776,928.00 
$2,014,318.14 






