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\II. OI. OllTH DAKOT 
Phone: 701- 39-5262 

Good Morning, 

Thank you for hearing my test imony on HB 1159. I wou ld like to sta rt by introducing 
myse lf. My name is Jarett Schatz, and I own Tri-N-Propane in Minot wi th my wi fe Amand a. I 
also sit on the Board of Directors for t he North Dakota Pro pane Gas Association . Tri-N Propane 
is a small business that employs 5, soon t o be 6, ha rd-working North Da kotans whose main job 
is to keep people warm during the colder tem ps, much like the natura l gas sector of ou r state. 
We are pro natural gas . Nearly all of t he propane del ivered in ou r state comes di rect ly from 
natural gas resources, much of it produced locally in the Bakken. We need to vote NO on HB 
1159. 

Many other propane compan ies along with ours in t he state receive no help from state 
funding, while at t he sam e time, we inject 700 million dollars into t he states GDP. We provide 
service to 40,000 plus homes and roughly 5,000 businesses. We do t hat by ourse lves. We do 
that with ou r time, with our money, and with ou r sacrifice . We have skin in t he game which 
makes us work harder and fight harder, so we don't lose what we've built. When we want to 
expand or bu ild our customer base, we have to put up our ha rd-earn ed capitol or go visit ou r 
lending inst itu t ion to secure fund ing. 

Mill ions of OUR private dollars have been spent by marketers in t his state to meet the 
needs of rural customers and sma ller communities. We try and ensure a Safe, Efficient , and 
Affordab le source of energy. We have never asked or received any legislation t o expand our 
reach in our state . If we want to grow, we dip into our pockets. All we are ask ing for is free 
ente rp rise . Govern ment does not need to step in and make big compan ies bigger and eliminate 
th e need fo r com petition and free market enterprise. Please vote NO on HB 1159. 

Thank yo u for your tim e and th e opportunity to speak, 

Jarett Schatz 
Tri -N-Propan 


