
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SB 2286 – Emergency Commission “State Officer” 
February 5, 2021 | 10:30 am 

Senate GVA Committee, Sen. Vedaa, Chair 
 
Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee. For the record, I’m Erin Oban, Senator for Bismarck’s District 35. 
Thank you for the opportunity to bring SB 2286 to your committee for consideration. The bill itself and the 
purpose for it are pretty simple. 
 
We learned a lot during this last interim about the power, authority, and significance – whether we agreed 

with or liked it or not – of the Emergency Commission. As current law states, only a “state officer” may submit 

a “petition” (request) to the Emergency Commission for consideration. I’ve pasted below how “state officer” is 

currently defined and the authority for those state officers to present items for consideration. 

CHAPTER 54-16 EMERGENCY COMMISSION 

54-16-00.1. Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 

1. "Emergency" means either a calamity or an unforeseen happening subsequent to the time the 

appropriation was made and which was clearly not within the contemplation of the legislative assembly and 

the governor. 

2. "State officer" means an elected or appointed officer, board, commission, director, or employee of the state 

having the authority to transfer or expend any money appropriated by the legislative assembly. 

 

54-16-03.1. Submission of petition to emergency commission. 

When an emergency exists, a state officer may present to the emergency commission an itemized petition 

requesting approval to transfer money and spending authority between funds or line items pursuant to 

section 54-16-04; accept and expend federal funds pursuant to section 54-16-04.1; accept and expend state 

contingency funds pursuant to section 54-16-09; accept and expend other funds pursuant to section 54-16-

04.2; or recommend full-time equivalent positions pursuant to section 54-16-04.3. Any petition to the 

emergency commission by a state officer must be approved or recommended by the emergency commission 

prior to submission for consideration by the budget section. 
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That gives a whole lot of access to a whole lot of people – elected and unelected – and, if memory serves me 

correctly, that includes political subdivisions, to present issues and proposals worthy of consideration to that 

important Emergency Commission. 

Do you know, Mr. Chairman, who that term “state officer” doesn’t include? Us. All this bill would do is allow us 

as legislators the same ability as is given to those other state officers to put forward solutions to issues 

important to our districts, our constituents, our communities, our state, during the interim. It certainly doesn’t 

require they approve and move it forward to the Budget Section. 

The process to submit a request is streamlined and available on the Secretary of State’s website here. It 

includes: 

• Basic requestor information. 

• The purpose of the request: Is it related to a state emergency? Is it requesting an intra-agency line item 

transfer, an increase in line item spending authority, or seeking other approval? 

• Background information: Was any portion of the request presented during the previous legislative 

session? Is the request a new program? Does the request require an FTE increase? Does the request 

conform with legislative intent? 

• Other information: Statutory provisions that relate to the request; An explanation as to how the 

request supports state priorities, improves state efficiencies, and promotes effective government; Any 

other relevant information. 

• And a confirmation/signature. 

 

Even when (hopefully) very rare situations like those we faced during this past interim arise, if we don’t have 

remaining days to come back for a special session, or when we choose not to call ourselves back in even if we 

do, or if some of our colleagues make the choice for the rest of us not to allow ALL of us to engage in these 

critical conversations, each of us is elected to represent and make decisions on behalf of North Dakotans. This 

is a reasonable way to ensure an appropriate avenue to engage in those critical conversations. 

Mr. Chairman, your committee and our entire Senate has already approved one proposal to amend current 

law regarding the Emergency Commission. I’ve heard of others out there as well. This change is modest, 

reasonable, and allows all of us access to put forth ideas, respond to emergencies, and do our jobs during 

times when we’re not in session. 

I appreciate the Committee’s consideration of SB 2286 and will stand for questions. 

 

https://firststop.sos.nd.gov/forms/new/571

