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Chairman Kreun and members of the Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee, 

my name is Eric Volk.  I am the executive director of the North Dakota Rural Water Systems 

Association (NDRWSA). Our vision is to ensure all of North Dakota has access to affordable, 

ample, and quality water. Today, I am submitting testimony in support of Engrossed House Bill 

(HB) 1063.  

Northwest Area Water Supply Project background from the State Water Commission: 

In order to address long-standing water supply and quality problems experienced by 

residents of northern North Dakota, the Northwest Area Water Supply (NAWS) project was 

authorized by the Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act of 1986 and the Dakota Water 

Resources Act of 2000 under the Municipal, Rural, and Industrial (MR&I) Grant Program. And 

even before that, as part of the federal Flood Control Act of 1944, water supply was planned for 

the region along with construction of the Missouri River mainstem dams. 

In 1991, the state passed into law a bill creating the NAWS Advisory Committee, while 

giving the North Dakota State Water Commission (SWC) the authority to construct, operate, and 

manage the project. In 1993, Houston Engineering, was retained as the pre-final design team for 

the NAWS project. 

Construction of NAWS began on April 5, 2002, with a main line and associated features 

being built between the city of Minot and Lake Sakakawea. Later in 2002, lawsuits were 

initiated, delaying the project for years. Today, construction on the NAWS project is back 

underway. 



At request of the NAWS impacted Rural Water Systems, I was asked to help develop 

changes to Chapter 61.24.6 of the Century Code. We looked at accomplishing several goals: 

1. Develop a long-term plan for the operations and management of the NAWS Project. 

a. Section 2: …shall develop recommendations for the legislative management 

regarding the transition of long-term operations and management of the northwest 

area water supply project. 

b. Section 10: Before August 1, 2022, the northwest area water supply advisory 

committee shall provide a report to the legislative management regarding 

recommendations for transition of the long-term operation and management of the 

northwest area water supply project. 

c. Section 11: During the 2021-22 interim, the northwest area water supply advisory 

committee shall provide a report to an interim committee designated by the legislative 

management regarding the status of the advisory committee's responsibilities under 

section 2 of this Act. 

2. Ensure the Advisory Committee meets on a routine basis. 

a. Section 2: …meet no less than once per quarter 

3. Require the State Water Commission to consult with the Advisory Committee.  

a. Section 3: The state water commission shall consult with the northwest area water 

supply advisory committee regarding the following duties of the commission: 

4. Most importantly, we did not want to do anything that would cause adverse legal issues.  

While HB 1063 was on the other side, we had discussions with Rural Water System 

Manager/Board Members, Legislators, City of Minot, League of Cities, Office of the State 

Engineer, and the current Advisory Committee in regard to the changes to 61-24.6.  We feel the 

proposed changes have a positive effect on the NAWS Project. With that said, the NDRWSA 

supports Engrossed HB 1063. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to provide testimony on 

behalf of the NDRWSA. Eric Volk, ericvolk@ndrw.org.  

mailto:ericvolk@ndrw.org


#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

CA SS

DU NN

ED DY

WA RD

AD AMS SIO UX

SL OPE LO GAN

GR ANT

STARK

WE LLS

WA LSH

BU RKE

BO WMAN DIC KEY

RA NSOM

EM M ONS

MO R TON
BA RNES

OL IVER

KID DER

ME RCER
FO STER

TR AILL

ST EELEGR IGGS

MC LEAN

NE LSON
BE NSON

RA M SEYPIE RCE

DIV IDE

TO WNER

SA RG ENT

LA MO URE

MC H ENRY

RO LE TTE PE MB INA

MC INTOSH

RIC HLAND

ST UT SMAN
BU RL EIGH

BILL INGS

SH ER IDAN
MC K ENZIE

WIL LIAMS

RE NV ILLE
CAVALIER

HE TT INGER

MO U NT RAIL

BO TT INEAU

GR AN D  FORKS

GO LDEN
VA LLEY

Ayr

Max

Zap

Jud

Ray

Mylo

York

Lehr

Nome

Wing

Maza

KiefRuso

Leal

Mott

Page

Hope

Kulm

Knox

Loma

Ross

Calio

Crary

Upham

Rolla

Perth

Oakes

AlsenAlamo Grano

Drake

Velva

Gilby

Pekin

Minto

Plaza

Pisek
Rugby

Tioga

Elgin

Regan

Hazen

Solen

Neche

Tolna

Balta

Adams

Wales

Hague

Dazey

Rhame

Leeds

Landa

Golva

Dodge

Cando

Alice

Ryder

Leith

Hanks

Butte

Aneta

Martin

Towner

Steele

Wishek

Crosby

Colfax

Arthur

Beulah

Sarles

Medina

Conway

Rogers

Larson

Lakota

Ardoch

Amidon

Sharon

Hunter

Dawson

Hensel

Amenia

Hatton

Gackle

Dickey

Bisbee

Edmore

Hebron

Havana

Reeder

Berlin

Mohall

Fingal

Epping

Manvel

Ludden

Milnor

Medora

Kramer

Lawton

Kensal

Rawson

Hoople

Oberon

Haynes

Hannah

Carson

Buxton

Bowman

Souris

Bantry

Overly

Tuttle

Dwight

Portal

Oriska

Cayuga

Calvin

Forbes

Barton

Finley

Antler

Surrey

Esmond

Ashley

Wilton

Taylor
Tappen

Sibley

Marion

Milton

Mercer

Harvey

Horace

Cathay

Bergen

Verona

Tolley

Sawyer

Makoti

Noonan

Nekoma

Lankin

Carpio

Bowdon

Almont

Maxbass

Maddock

Stanley

Leonard

Buffalo

Monango

Loraine

Rolette

Lignite

Balfour

Stanton

Newburg

Gardner

Drayton

Brocket

Zeeland

Kenmare

Kathryn

Grafton

Egeland

Inkster

McVille

Grenora

Grandin

Binford

Elliott

Kindred

Douglas

Pembina

Harwood

Russell

Ambrose

WalcottSheldon

Flaxton

Flasher

Hampden

Hamberg

Gardena

Niagara

Pingree

Lincoln

LaMoure

Deering

Gwinner

Edgeley

Wolford

Warwick

Rutland

McHenry

Fortuna

Bucyrus

Crystal

Mayville

Mapleton

Mountain

Westhope

Streeter

Michigan

McClusky

Berthold

Voltaire

Bathgate

Braddock

Killdeer

Parshall

Wyndmere

Glenburn Edinburg

Buchanan

Fredonia

Des Lacs

Scranton

Wildrose

Columbus

Dunseith

Washburn

Halliday

Portland

New Town

Mantador

Fairdale

Enderlin

Benedict

Napoleon

Robinson

Reynolds

Sheyenne

Bowbells

Anamoose

Walhalla

Sykeston

Hazelton

Hansboro

Garrison

Thompson

Venturia

Hamilton

Lansford

Goodrich

Sherwood

Marmarth

Gascoyne

Clifford

Cavalier

Arnegard

Belfield

Karlsruhe

Wimbledon

Riverdale

Northwood

Courtenay

Brinsmade

Briarwood

Pick City

Osnabrock

Fessenden

Davenport

Alexander

Underwood

New Salem
Gladstone

Granville

Woodworth

Pillsbury

Hillsboro

Bottineau

Fordville

Fairmount

Rock Lake

Selfridge

Pettibone

Hannaford Galesburg

Strasburg

Cleveland

Hettinger

Hankinson

Glenfield

Ellendale

Merricourt

Saint John

Glen Ullin

Fort Yates

Donnybrook

Montpelier

Coleharbor

Lidgerwood

Park River

Petersburg

Tower CityRichardton

Hurdsfield

Burlington

Great Bend

Carrington

Argusville

Grace City

Litchville

Turtle Lake

South Heart

New Leipzig

Dunn Center

New England

Abercrombie

Willow City

White Earth

Minnewaukan

Powers Lake

Fort Ransom

North River

Starkweather

Spring Brook

New Rockford

Churchs Ferry

Golden
Valley

Spiritwood Lake

Fargo

Minot

Mandan

Wahpeton

Bismarck
Dickinson

Williston

Jamestown

Devils Lake

Grand Forks

Valley City West Fargo

Sanborn

Linton

Regent

Wheelock

Watford City

Beach Sentinel
Butte

£¤2
£¤2 £¤2

£¤2

£¤2

£¤2

£¤81

£¤52

£¤85

£¤12

£¤85

£¤85

£¤52

£¤52

£¤83

£¤83

£¤83
£¤52

£¤83

£¤83

£¤83

£¤81

£¤81

£¤83£¤12

£¤85

£¤281

£¤281

£¤281

£¤281

£¤281

§̈¦29

§̈¦94

§̈¦94
§̈¦94

§̈¦94

§̈¦29

§̈¦29

§̈¦94

North Dakota Regional Water Supply Projects North Dakota State Water Commission, November 2018

Th is data is provided by th e ND State Water
Commission for you r convenience. This data
is provisional. Th is service is provided “AS
IS” and w ith ou t w arranty of any kind, either
express or implied. No w arranty, either
expressed or implied, is made regarding the
accu racy or u tility of th e data or information
presented at th is site. The ND State Water
Commission is not responsible for any errors
or damages th at may occu r resulting from the
u se or mis-u se of th e data th at is provided at
th is site. If you  h ave any q u estions regarding
th e data, generation meth ods, or errors, please
direct any th ese comments to ND State Water
Commission. Ph one: (701) 328-4998
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SWPP
No Capacity

SWPP
No Capacity

SWPP
No Capacity

SWPP
No Capacity

SWPP
No Capacity



#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

CA SS

DU NN

ED DY

WA RD

AD AMS SIO UX

SL OPE LO GAN

GR ANT

STARK

WE LLS

WA LSH

BU RKE

BO WMAN DIC KEY

RA NSOM

EM M ONS

MO R TON
BA RNES

OL IVER

KID DER

ME RCER
FO STER

TR AILL

ST EELEGR IGGS

MC LEAN

NE LSON
BE NSON

RA M SEYPIE RCE

DIV IDE

TO WNER

SA RG ENT

LA MO URE

MC H ENRY

RO LE TTE PE MB INA

MC INTOSH

RIC HLAND

ST UT SMAN
BU RL EIGH

BILL INGS

SH ER IDAN
MC K ENZIE

WIL LIAMS

RE NV ILLE
CAVALIER

HE TT INGER

MO U NT RAIL

BO TT INEAU

GR AN D  FORKS

GO LDEN
VA LLEY

Ayr

Max

Zap

Jud

Ray

Mylo

York

Lehr

Nome

Wing

Maza

KiefRuso

Leal

Mott

Page

Hope

Kulm

Knox

Loma

Ross

Calio

Crary

Upham

Rolla

Perth

Oakes

AlsenAlamo Grano

Drake

Velva

Gilby

Pekin

Minto

Plaza

Pisek
Rugby

Tioga

Elgin

Regan

Hazen

Solen

Neche

Tolna

Balta

Adams

Wales

Hague

Dazey

Rhame

Leeds

Landa

Golva

Dodge

Cando

Alice

Ryder

Leith

Hanks

Butte

Aneta

Martin

Towner

Steele

Wishek

Crosby

Colfax

Arthur

Beulah

Sarles

Medina

Conway

Rogers

Larson

Lakota

Ardoch

Amidon

Sharon

Hunter

Dawson

Hensel

Amenia

Hatton

Gackle

Dickey

Bisbee

Edmore

Hebron

Havana

Reeder

Berlin

Mohall

Fingal

Epping

Manvel

Ludden

Milnor

Medora

Kramer

Lawton

Kensal

Rawson

Hoople

Oberon

Haynes

Hannah

Carson

Buxton

Bowman

Souris

Bantry

Overly

Tuttle

Dwight

Portal

Oriska

Cayuga

Calvin

Forbes

Barton

Finley

Antler

Surrey

Esmond

Ashley

Wilton

Taylor
Tappen

Sibley

Marion

Milton

Mercer

Harvey

Horace

Cathay

Bergen

Verona

Tolley

Sawyer

Makoti

Noonan

Nekoma

Lankin

Carpio

Bowdon

Almont

Maxbass

Maddock

Stanley

Leonard

Buffalo

Monango

Loraine

Rolette

Lignite

Balfour

Stanton

Newburg

Gardner

Drayton

Brocket

Zeeland

Kenmare

Kathryn

Grafton

Egeland

Inkster

McVille

Grenora

Grandin

Binford

Elliott

Kindred

Douglas

Pembina

Harwood

Russell

Ambrose

WalcottSheldon

Flaxton

Flasher

Hampden

Hamberg

Gardena

Niagara

Pingree

Lincoln

LaMoure

Deering

Gwinner

Edgeley

Wolford

Warwick

Rutland

McHenry

Fortuna

Bucyrus

Crystal

Mayville

Mapleton

Mountain

Westhope

Streeter

Michigan

McClusky

Berthold

Voltaire

Bathgate

Braddock

Killdeer

Parshall

Wyndmere

Glenburn Edinburg

Buchanan

Fredonia

Des Lacs

Scranton

Wildrose

Columbus

Dunseith

Washburn

Halliday

Portland

New Town

Mantador

Fairdale

Enderlin

Benedict

Napoleon

Robinson

Reynolds

Sheyenne

Bowbells

Anamoose

Walhalla

Sykeston

Hazelton

Hansboro

Garrison

Thompson

Venturia

Hamilton

Lansford

Goodrich

Sherwood

Marmarth

Gascoyne

Clifford

Cavalier

Arnegard

Belfield

Karlsruhe

Wimbledon

Riverdale

Northwood

Courtenay

Brinsmade

Briarwood

Pick City

Osnabrock

Fessenden

Davenport

Alexander

Underwood

New Salem
Gladstone

Granville

Woodworth

Pillsbury

Hillsboro

Bottineau

Fordville

Fairmount

Rock Lake

Selfridge

Pettibone

Hannaford Galesburg

Strasburg

Cleveland

Hettinger

Hankinson

Glenfield

Ellendale

Merricourt

Saint John

Glen Ullin

Fort Yates

Donnybrook

Montpelier

Coleharbor

Lidgerwood

Park River

Petersburg

Tower CityRichardton

Hurdsfield

Burlington

Great Bend

Carrington

Argusville

Grace City

Litchville

Turtle Lake

South Heart

New Leipzig

Dunn Center

New England

Abercrombie

Willow City

White Earth

Minnewaukan

Powers Lake

Fort Ransom

North River

Starkweather

Spring Brook

New Rockford

Churchs Ferry

Golden
Valley

Spiritwood Lake

Fargo

Minot

Mandan

Wahpeton

Bismarck
Dickinson

Williston

Jamestown

Devils Lake

Grand Forks

Valley City West Fargo

Sanborn

Linton

Regent

Wheelock

Watford City

Beach Sentinel
Butte

Munich

Langdon

£¤2
£¤2 £¤2

£¤2

£¤2

£¤2

£¤81

£¤52

£¤85

£¤12

£¤85

£¤85

£¤52

£¤52

£¤83

£¤83

£¤83
£¤52

£¤83

£¤83

£¤83

£¤81

£¤81

£¤83£¤12

£¤85

£¤281

£¤281

£¤281

£¤281

£¤281

§̈¦29

§̈¦94

§̈¦94
§̈¦94

§̈¦94

§̈¦29

§̈¦29

§̈¦94

North Dakota Rural Water Districts & Associations

North Dakota
State Water Commission

March 2020
Th is data is provided by th e ND State Water
Commission for you r convenience. This data
is provisional. Th is service is provided “AS
IS” and w ith ou t w arranty of any kind, either
express or implied. No w arranty, either
expressed or implied, is made regarding the
accu racy or u tility of th e data or information
presented at th is site. The ND State Water
Commission is not responsible for any errors
or damages th at may occu r resulting from the
u se or mis-u se of th e data th at is provided at
th is site. If you  h ave any q u estions regarding
th e data, generation meth ods, or errors, please
direct any th ese comments to ND State Water
Commission. Ph one: (701) 328-4998

Burke-Divide-Williams Rural Water Association
(701) 965-6029

McKenzie County
Rural Water Association

(701) 444-3452

Missouri West Water System
(701) 663-8549

State Line Water Co-op
(701) 336-7681

Garrison Rural 
Water Dist

(701) 463-7276

McLean-Sheridan Water Dist
(701) 448-2686

South Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 258-8710

Water Service Provided By
South Central Regional Water Dist

(701) 258-8710 Southeast Water Users District
(701) 242-7432

Stutsman Rural
Water Dist

(701) 252-7727

North Prairie
Regional Water Dist

(701) 852-1886

Upper Souris
Water Dist

(701) 385-4093

All Seasons Water Users Dist
(701) 228-3663

Northeast Regional Water District
(701) 265-8503

Central Plains
Water Dist

(701) 547-3751

Walsh Rural Water Dist
(701) 352-3915

Agassiz Water Users Dist
(701) 869-2690

Tri-County Water Dist
(701) 345-8595

East Central Regional
Water Dist

(701) 599-2963

Dakota Rural Water Dist
(701) 524-2393

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5781

Greater Ramsey
Water Dist

(701) 662-5782

Barnes Rural Water Dist
(701) 845-1117

Cass Rural Water
Users Dist

(701) 428-3139

Northwest Rural
Water District
(701) 774-8915

Standing Rock
Rural Water

(701) 854-7477

Turtle
Mtn Public

Utilities
(701) 477-6159

Spirit Lake
Rural Water

(701) 766-1209

Fort Berthold Rural Water
(701) 627-8185

R & T
Water Dist

(701) 568-3422
North Prairie

Regional Water Dist
(701) 852-1886

North Prairie
Regional Water Dist

(701) 852-1886
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