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CHAPTER 594

TERM LIMITS

This initiated measure would add a new article to the North Dakota Constitution. It 
would stipulate that an individual could not serve as a legislator for a cumulative 
period in excess of  eight  years in either  the House of  Representatives or the 
Senate, separately. It would prohibit an individual from being elected as Governor 
more than twice. Service as a member of the legislature or election to the office of 
governor prior to the effective date of this measure would not count against any 
service or election, respectively, of any individual that occurs after the effective 
date  of  this  measure.  An  individual  would  not  be  allowed  to  serve  a  full  or 
remaining term as a member of the legislature if serving the term would cause the 
individual  to  serve  for  a  cumulative  period  of  more  than  eight  years  in  that 
particular house. Any amendment to this article could not be proposed by the 
legislature,  but  only by citizen initiative.  The article would become effective on 
January 1 immediately following approval of the voters. In case of conflict with any 
other provision of the constitution, the measure states that the provisions of this 
article would prevail.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. A new article of the Constitution of the State of North 
Dakota is created and enacted as follows:

Section 1. Term limits for legislators. An individual shall not serve as a member 
of the house of representatives for a cumulative period of time amounting to more 
than eight (8) years. An individual shall not serve as a member of the senate for a 
cumulative period of time amounting to more than eight (8) years. An individual shall 
not  be  eligible  to  serve  a  full  or  remaining  term  as  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives or the senate if serving the full or remaining term would cause the 
individual to serve for a cumulative period of time amounting to more than eight (8) 
years in that respective house.

Section 2.  Term limit  for Governor. An individual  shall  not  be elected to the 
office of governor more than twice. This provision shall not prevent the

lieutenant  governor  from  succeeding  to  the  office  of  governor,  nor  prevent  the 
secretary of state from acting as governor.

Section 3. Application of term limits. The limitations established by this article 
shall  have  prospective  effect  only,  and  service  as  a  member  of  the  house  of 
representatives, service as a member of the senate, and prior election to the office of 
governor shall not be counted against any service or election, respectively,  of any 
individual  that  occurs  after  the  effective  date  of  this  amendment.  Service  by  the 
lieutenant governor in his capacity as president of the senate shall not count toward 
the cumulative amount of time an individual may serve as a member of the senate.

Section 4. The people's term limits amendment. Notwithstanding the legislative 
assembly's  authority  to  propose amendments  to  this  constitution  under  article  IV, 
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section 16 thereof, the legislative assembly shall not have authority to propose an 
amendment to this constitution to alter or repeal the term limitations established in 
section 1 of this article. The authority to propose an amendment to this constitution to 
alter or repeal the term limitations established in section 1 of this article is reserved to 
initiative petition of the people under article Ill of this constitution.

Section 5. Effective date. This amendment shall be effective on the first day of 
January immediately following approval by voters.

Section 6. Severability.  The provisions of this article are severable, and if any 
provision  is  held  to  be  invalid,  either  on  its  face  or  as  applied,  the  remaining 
provisions and their application shall not be affected thereby. In any case of a conflict 
between any provision of this article and any other provision of this constitution, the 
provisions of this article shall control.

Approved November 8, 2022 150,363 to 86,674

NOTE: This was measure No. 1 on the general election ballot.
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