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House Appropriations – Human Resources Division 
Testimony in Favor of Senate Bill #2012 
3-10-23 
 
Mister Chairman and members of the committee, 
 
My name is Greg Kasowski and I am the executive director of the Children’s Advocacy 
Centers of North Dakota. I’m here in support of Senate Bill 2012. 
 
State of Child Abuse and Neglect in North Dakota 

The statistics are sobering. At least 1 in 7 kids experienced child abuse or neglect last 
year. In North Dakota, that is estimated to be about 26,000 children. 
 
Out of those 26,000 children, our Children’s Advocacy Centers served 1,702 last year. 
Our aim is to serve every one of those 26,000 kids. 
 
What Is a Children’s Advocacy Center? 

As many of you are aware, Children’s Advocacy Centers serve victims of child sexual 
abuse, physical abuse, and other forms of maltreatment. Before Children’s Advocacy 
Centers existed in North Dakota, children would have to tell of their experience of 
abuse an average of 10 to 12 times—as they shared with law enforcement, human 
services, prosecutors, and therapists—further traumatizing the child. 
 
Now with Children’s Advocacy Centers, children only need to tell of their experience 
once, and to a trained forensic interviewer who asks age-appropriate questions in a 
child-friendly environment. 
 
In addition to forensic interviews, we serve victims of child abuse by providing mental 
health counseling, medical exams, victim advocacy, telehealth, and an array of other 
services. 
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Background to SB 2012 Funding for Children’s Advocacy Centers 

In 2017, Children’s Advocacy Centers received $1.6 million. Last summer, Children and 
Family Services had agreed to $4.1 million for Children’s Advocacy Centers in its 
budget draft, as they are well aware of the on-going needs of Children’s Advocacy 
Centers. However, the governor’s budget cut that to $3.2 million. The Senate agreed to 
push that back to $4.1 million. 
 
Why $4.1 Million? 

We request this increase in funding for three reasons: 
 

1. A projected 181% increase in services compared to 2017 
 

Since our last appropriation increase in 2017, we have grown drastically as we 
have increased the number of services we provide to kids and families. By 
2025, we project a 181% increase in services compared to 2017. 
 
Our exceptional staff at Children’s Advocacy Centers are stretched to the limits 
as we meet the demands of the increase in cases, while striving with the same 
amount of resources. This trajectory is unsustainable. 
 
Since 2017, we have also increased the number of our locations from six to 
nine and have a need to establish more locations. 
 

2. Inflation/cost-of-living adjustments for our organizations 
 

Inflation has really pinched our budget these past few years. We would 
request an increase to help cover operating cost increases and retain our 
valuable employees as a result of the changing economy and job market 
compared to six years ago. 
 

3. The state pledging to cover 33% of our operating budgets 
 

Currently, the state covers about 20% of our CACs’ operating budgets. That 
number continues to decline as we fill in the needed gaps through fundraising 
and grant seeking. We’d like to respectfully request that the state cover a third 
as we continue to serve children and families in North Dakota. 
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How Would This Funding Benefit Kids and Families in North Dakota? 

This further funding will allow us to: 
 

1. Increase our capacity to respond to the number of children requiring services 
2. Boost workforce retention efforts for our professionals who work in a high-

stress, high burnout profession 
3. Increase access to services, especially tele mental health and new locations 
4. Recruit and train more social work professionals into the field 
5. Streamline administrative operations 
6. Implement a statewide awareness campaign to bring healing to unreached 

victims 
7. Boost prevention efforts to decrease the amount of children being victimized 
8. Conduct a community assessment to determine gaps in service delivery 

 
I appreciate the opportunity to testify today, and I will try to answer any questions you 
may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Greg Kasowski 
Executive Director 



Child Abuse and Neglect in North Dakota and 
Children’s Advocacy Centers’ On-Going Response

At least 1 in 7 kids experienced child abuse or neglect 
last year. In North Dakota that’s 26,000 children.

Last year, 1,702 out of those 
26,000 kids (6.5%) made it 
to a CAC. We aim to serve 
every one of those 26,000 

children.

We hope to add more locations in the next 
biennium with additional funding.

We project a 181% increase in services from 2017 to 2025 as 
we meet the increase in child abuse cases.

What is a Children’s Advocacy Center?

BEFORE CACs
Children had to tell the worst 
experience of their life 10-12 

times on average as they 
talked to law enforcement, 

social services, prosecutors, 
and therapists. 

At least 1 in 10 kids will experience child sexual 
abuse before they turn 18. That’s 18,500 children.

NOW WITH CACs
Children only need to tell 

their experience once 
to a trained interviewer 

who asks age-appropriate 
questions in a child-friendly 

environment.

In line with DHHS’s goal of becoming the healthiest 
state in the nation, we provide services to victims of 

child abuse and maltreatment.

What Does a Children’s Advocacy Center Do?

• Forensic Interivews
• Mental Health
• Medical Exams
• Victim Advocacy

• Human Trafficking
• Tribal Outreach
• Telehealth
• Prevention & Education
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Jamestown (Dakota CAC)

Standing Rock (Dakota CAC)

Watford City (Dakota CAC)

Williston (Northern Plains CAC)

Bottineau (Northern Plains CAC)

Grand Forks (Red River CAC)

Dickinson (Dakota CAC)
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Bismarck (Dakota CAC)

Strategic Focus Areas for 23-25

Increase capacity to 
respond to the number of 

children requiring services

Boost workforce retention 
efforts for high-stress, high-

burnout professions

Increase access to services 
through telehealth and 

new locations

Streamline administrative 
operations by sharing key 

staff and contractors

Implement a statewide 
awareness campaign to bring 
healing to unreached victims

Conduct a community 
assessment to determine 

gaps in service delivery
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Recuit and train more 
social work professionals 

into the field

Boost prevention efforts 
to decrease the amount of 
children being victimized



Request for DHHS Appropriation Increase for the 
Children’s Advocacy Centers in North Dakota

CACs request funding to correlate with 
the increasing numbers of child abuse and 

neglect services we offer.

Inflation is pinching CACs’ shoestring 
budgets for them to retain quality 

employees to continue to effectively serve 
victims of child abuse.

North Dakota’s 
appropriation for CACs 

accounts for 20% of CACs 
operating budgets. 

+$1,000,000/biennium

CACs request an increase to match the 
rising cost of serving children in our state.

+$500,000/biennium

We request the state cover a larger share 
(33%) of CACs’ budgets as we serve North 

Dakota victims of child abuse.

+$1,000,000/biennium

Last appropriation for CACs

$1,600,000/biennium

Requested state appropriation for CACs

$4,100,000/biennium

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor w/projected inflation of 3.5%
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For 23-25, we project a 181% increase in 
services compared to 2017 (the last time 
CACs received an appropriation increase).














