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25.0517.03008 Adopted by the Conference Committee
Title.06000

May 3, 2025
Sixty-ninth
Legislative Assembly
of North Dakota PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO

FIRST ENGROSSMENT

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1377
Introduced by

Representatives D. Ruby, Henderson, Kasper, Kempenich, Koppelman, Wolff

Senators Boehm, Hogue, Myrdal, Wobbema

In place of amendment (25.0517.03002) adopted by the Senate, Engrossed House Bill No.
1377 is amended by amendment (25.0517.03008) as follows:

A BILL for an Act to create and enact chapter 16.1-08.2 of the North Dakota Century Code,

relating to campaign disclosure statements:; to amend and reenact subsection-17oefsection-

4408402 cubseetisn-Eatsasien 508022 sections 1508402 Fand-
46-14-08-4-06-215.1-09-08, 15.1-09-19, and 16.1-01-12, subdivision b of subsection 2 of section

16.1-10-02, section 16.1-10-04.1. subdivision f of subsection 8 of section 51-28-01,
subsection 11 of section 54-66-01, and section 54-66-02 of the North Dakota Century Code,

relating to campaign disclosure statements, authorized use of state property for political

purposes, and inflationary adjustments for campaign finance reporting thresholds; to repeal

chapter 16.1-08.1 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to campaign disclosure

statements; to provide a penalty; to provide for application; and to provide an effective date.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
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SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-09-08 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

15.1-09-08. School district elections - Candidate filings.

An individual seeking election to the board of a school district shall prepare and sign a

document stating the individual's name and the position for which that individual is a candidate.

A candidate shall also file a statement of interests as required by section 16.1-09-02. Whether

or not the election is held in conjunction with a statewide election, all statements of interest

must be filed with the school district business manager, or mailed to and in the possession of

the business manager, by four p.m. of the sixty-fourth day before the election. A candidate shall

also file a campaign contribution statement as required by section 46-4-08-1-02-316.1-08.2-03.
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-09-19 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

15.1-09-19. Duties of election officials - Other applicable statutes.

Sections 16-1-68-1-03-316.1-08.2-08, 16.1-10-01, 16.1-10-06, 16.1-10-06.1, 16.1-10-07,
16.1-10-08, 16.1-13-22, 16.1-13-23, 16.1-13-30, 16.1-15-01, 16.1-15-04, and 16.1-16-04 apply
to elections held under sections 15.1-09-09 and 15.1-09-11.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-12 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-01-12. Election offenses - Penalty.

1. It is unlawful for an individual, measure committee as described in section

46-4-68-1-6416.1-08.2-01, or other organization to:

a.

Fraudulently alter another individual's ballot, substitute one ballot for another, or
otherwise defraud a voter of that voter's vote.

Cause a disturbance, breach the peace, or obstruct a qualified elector or a
member of the election board on the way to or at a polling place.

Vote more than once in any election.
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d.
e.

f.

Knowingly vote in the wrong election precinct or district.

Disobey the lawful command of an election officer as defined in chapter 16.1-05.
Knowingly exclude a qualified elector from voting or knowingly allow an
unqualified individual to vote.

Knowingly vote when not qualified to do so.

Sign an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition when not
qualified to do so.

Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition not in its
entirety or when unqualified to do so.

Pay or offer to pay any individual, measure committee, or other organization, or
receive payment or agree to receive payment, on a basis related to the number
of signatures obtained for circulating an initiative, referendum, or recall petition.
This subsection does not prohibit the payment of salary and expenses for
circulation of the petition on a basis not related to the number of signatures
obtained, as long as the circulators file the intent to remunerate before submitting
the petitions and, in the case of initiative and referendum petitions, fully disclose
all contributions received pursuant to chapter 46-1-68-416.1-08.2 to the secretary
of state upon submission of the petitions. The disclosure of contributions received
under this section does not affect the requirement to file a pre-election report by
individuals or organizations soliciting or accepting contributions for the purpose of
aiding or opposing the circulation or passage of a statewide initiative or
referendum petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot by action of the
legislative assembly under chapter 46-4-88-416.1-08.2. Any signature obtained in
violation of this subdivision is void and may not be counted.

Willfully fail to perform any duty of an election officer after having accepted the
responsibility of being an election officer by taking the oath as prescribed in this
title.

Willfully violate any rule adopted by the secretary of state pursuant to this title.
Willfully make any false canvass of votes, or make, sign, publish, or deliver any

false return of an election, knowing the canvass or return to be false; or willfully
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deface, destroy, or conceal any statement or certificate entrusted to the
individual's or organization's care.

Destroy ballots, ballot boxes, election lists, or other election supplies except as
provided by law, or negatively impact the confidentiality, integrity, or availability of
any system used for voting.

Sign a name other than that individual's own name to an initiative, referendum,
recall, or any other election petition.

Willfully submit an initiative or referendum petition that contains one or more
fraudulent signatures.

A violation of subdivisions b, e, f, or h through | of subsection 1 is a class A
misdemeanor.

A violation of subdivisions a, ¢, d, g, or m of subsection 1 is a class C felony.

A violation of subdivision n of subsection 1 is a class C felony.

A violation of subdivision o of subsection 1 is a class A misdemeanor if an
individual signs one or two names other than the individual's own name to a
petition and is a class C felony if an individual signs more than two names other
than the individual's own name to a petition.

An organization, as defined in section 12.1-03-04, that violates this section is
subject to the organizational fines in section 12.1-32-01.1. The court in which the
conviction is entered shall notify the secretary of state of the conviction and shall
order the secretary of state to revoke the certificate of authority of any convicted
organization or limited liability company. The organization may not reapply to the
secretary of state for authorization to do business under any name for one year
upon conviction of a class A misdemeanor and for five years upon conviction of a
class C felony under this section, except an organization operating a signature
gathering business, or similar enterprise, that violates subdivision p of
subsection 1, and is convicted of fraud, is subject to a class A misdemeanor and
may not reapply to the secretary of state for authorization to do business under
any name for five years following the entry of judgment.

A violation of subdivision p of subsection 1 by any member of a measure

committee, including an initiative or referendum sponsoring committee or an
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agent acting on behalf of, or in conjunction with, a measure committee for the
purpose of collecting signatures for a petition under this chapter is subject to a
civil penalty of not more than three thousand dollars. The civil penalty may be
recovered in an action brought in the district court of Burleigh County by the
attorney general.

g. Anindividual who is a member of an organization may be convicted of a violation
as an accomplice under section 12.1-03-01.

Every act this chapter makes criminal when committed with reference to the election of

a candidate is equally criminal when committed with reference to the determination of

a question submitted to qualified electors to be decided by votes cast at an election.

SECTION 4. Chapter 16.1-08.2 of the North Dakota Century Code is created and enacted

as follows:

16.1-08.2-01. Definitions.

1.

"Affiliate" means an organization controlling, is controlled by, or is under common

control with another organization. For purposes of this definition, control means the

possession, direct or indirect, of the power to direct or cause the direction of the

management and policies of an organization, whether through the ownership of voting

securities, by contract other than a commercial contract for goods or nonmanagement

services, or otherwise. Control is presumed to exist if an organization, directly or

indirectly, owns. controls, holds with the power to vote, or holds proxies representing

fifty percent or more of the voting securities of any other organization.

"Association" means any club, association, union, brotherhood, fraternity, organization,

or group of any kind of two or more persons, including labor unions, trade

associations. professional associations, or governmental associations, which is united

for any purpose, business, or object and which assesses any dues, membership fees,

or license fees in any amount, or which maintains a treasury fund in any amount. The

term does not include corporations, cooperative corporations, limited liability

companies, political committees. or political parties.

"Conduit" means a person that is not a political party, political committee, or candidate

and which receives a contribution of money and transfers the contribution to a

candidate, political party, or political committee when the contribution is designated
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candidate, party, committee, or organization from hiring the use of any
public building for any political purpose if such lease or hiring is otherwise
permitted by law.

(2) Does not include a public building temporarily leased at fair market value to

a public or private entity for a political purpose.

(3) Does not include the private portion of the governor's residence.

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-10-04.1 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-10-04.1. Certain political advertisements to disclose name of sponsor - Name
disclosure requirements.

Every political advertisement by newspaper, pamphlet or folder, display card, sign, poster,
or billboard, website, or by any other similar public means, on behalf of or in opposition to any
candidate for public office, designed to assist, injure, or defeat the candidate by reflecting upon
the candidate's personal character or political action, or by a measure committee as described
in section 46-14-68-14-6416.1-08.2-01, or a corporation making an independent expenditure either
for or against a measure, must disclose on the advertisement the name of the person, as
defined in section 46-4-68-4-0116.1-08.2-01, or political party paying for the advertisement. If
the name of a political party, association, or partnership is used, the disclaimer must also
include the name of the chairman or other responsible individual from the political party,
association, or partnership. The name of the person paying for any radio or television broadcast
containing any advertising announcement for or against any candidate for public office must be
announced at the close of the broadcast. If the name of a political party, association, or
partnership is used, the disclaimer must also include the name of the chairman or other
responsible individual from the political party, association, or partnership. In every political
advertisement in which the name of the person paying for the advertisement is disclosed, the
first and last name of any named individual must be disclosed. An advertisement paid for by an
individual candidate or group of candidates must disclose that the advertisement was paid for
by the individual candidate or group of candidates. The first and last name or names of the
candidates paying for the advertisement are not required to be disclosed. This section does not

apply to campaign buttons.
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1 ‘ SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Subdivision f of subsection 8 of section 51-28-01 of the North
2 Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
3 f. By or on behalf of a political party, candidate, or other group with a political
4 ‘ purpose, as defined in section 4+6-4+-08-1-0416.1-08.2-01, unless the
5 communication is a text message.
6 SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Subsection 11 of section 54-66-01 of the North Dakota Century
7  Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
8 11.  "Ultimate and true source" means the person that knowingly contributed over two
9 hundred fifty-dollars_through December 31, 2027, or two hundred fifty dollars after
10 December 31, 2027, adjusted for inflation as provided in subsection 5 of section
11 54-66-02, solely to lobby or influence state government action.
12 SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 54-66-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is
13 amended and reenacted as follows:
14 54-66-02. Disclosure of ultimate and true source of funds.
15 1. Alobbyist who expends an amount greater than two hundred fifty-dollars_through
16 December 31, 2027, or two hundred fifty dollars after December 31, 2027, to lobby
17 shall file with the secretary of state a report that includes the known ultimate and true
18 source of funds for the expenditure. The report must be filed with the lobbyist
19 expenditure report required under subsection 2 of section 54-05.1-03.
20 2. Aperson that expends an amount greater than two hundred fifty-dollars_through
21 December 31, 2027, or two hundred fifty dollars after December 31, 2027, not
22 including the individual's own travel expenses and membership dues, to influence
23 state government action shall file with the secretary of state a report including the
24 known ultimate and true source of funds for the expenditure. A report under this
25 subsection must be filed on or before the August first following the date of the
26 expenditure. The secretary of state shall provide a form for reports under this
27 subsection and make the form electronically accessible to the public. The secretary of
28 state also shall charge and collect fees for late filing of the reports as follows:
29 a. Twenty-five dollars for a report filed within sixty days after the deadline; or
30 b. Fifty dollars for a report filed more than sixty days after the deadline.
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3. The secretary of state shall compile the reports required under this section and make
the reports electronically accessible to the public.

4. Aresident taxpayer may commence an action in a district court of this state against a
person required to comply with this section to compel compliance if all other
enforcement measures under this chapter have been exhausted and the taxpayer
reasonably believes the person has failed to comply with this section.

5. The secretary of state shall determine-adjastmentsadjust for inflation ef-the reporting

thresholds in this section-and. Beginning January 1, 2028, the secretary of state shall

increase the reporting threshold amount under this section by one hundred dollars

once every ten years from the last calendar year of adjustment. The secretary of state

shall instruct persons submitting reports under this section of the adjustments. Oa-

SECTION 10. REPEAL. Chapter 16.1-08.1 of the North Dakota Century Code is repealed.

SECTION 11. APPLICATION. A person required to file a campaign disclosure statement
under sections 16.1-08.1-02.1, 16.1-08.1-02.2, 16.1-08.1-02.3, and 16.1-08.1-02.4 disclosing
contributions received and expenditures made from January first through December thirty-first
of 2025, shall file the statement in accordance with the statutory requirements under chapter
16.1-08.1 as it existed prior to its repeal.

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of this Act become
effective on January 1, 2026.
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