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Divisions Within DWR 

Remained The Same Including:

ÁAdministrative Services

ÁAtmospheric Resources

ÁPlanning & Education

ÁRegulatory

ÁWater Appropriation

ÁWater Development

ND CENTURY CODE TITLE 61

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION - HB 1353 RESTRUCTURED THE AGENCY AS THE DWR, 

APPOINTED A DIRECTOR, & MADE THE AGENCY A MEMBER OF THE GOVERNORõS CABINET



To responsibly manage North Dakotaõs water needs and risks for the peopleõs 

benefit.

MISSION

The Department of Water Resources will sustainably manage and develop North 

Dakotaõs water resources for the health, safety, and prosperity of its people, 

businesses, agriculture, energy, industry, recreation, and natural resources.

VISION

MISSION, VISION, & VALUES
5- YEAR STR ATEGI C PL AN

The Department of Water Resources values fairness, objectivity, accountability, 

responsiveness, engagement, and credibility. We pledge to use professional and 

scientific methods to maintain the highest of standards in our delivery of services.

VALUES



60 Million Acre -Feet Of Water Is Stored In Major Aquifers In ND

Over 7,000 River Miles  Are In The State, Including Major Rivers & Tributaries

Seven Of NDõs Largest Lakes & Reservoirs Cover 863,000  Acres

MANAGING NORTH DAKOTAõS WATER RESOURCES



TOTAL FULL TIME 

EQUIVALENTS OF 

93 PERSONNEL

DWR ORGANIZATIONAL CHART



Add

WATER COMMISSION

SWC Chair

Governor Armstrong

Ag. Comm.

Goehring

Michael Anderson

Lower Red River Basin

April Walker

Upper Red River Basin

Reappointed

Connie Ova

James River Basin

Jay Volk

Lower Missouri River Basin

James Odermann

Little Missouri, Upper Heart, 

& Upper Cannonball River 

Basins

Gene Veeder

Upper Missouri River Basin

Jason Zimmerman

Mouse River Basin

Reappointed

Jeff Frith

Devils Lake Basin

Secretary

Reice Haase



DWR DIRECTOR & STATE ENGINEER

The Director is appointed by the 

Governor, serves as a Cabinet 

member, provides overall leadership 

and decision-making, oversees the 

State Engineer and DWR team 

members, and serves as Secretary to 

the State Water Commission.

Reice Haase., Director

rehaase@nd.gov | 701-328-4940

D W R D IR EC TOR

NDõs State Engineer is responsible 

for several regulatory functions 

and responsibilities, including 

allocation of the stateõs waters, 

dam safety, and drainage.

John Paczkowski, P.E., State Engineer

jpaczkowski@nd.gov | 701-328-4940

S TATE  ENG I NEER



DWR DIVISIONS

Accounting, general support, budget 

development, records management, 

human resources, State Water 

Commission meeting preparation, 

data/technology, and PRESENS.

Chris Kadrmas, Director

ckadrmas@nd.gov | 701-328-1956

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

Cloud Modification Program, 

atmospheric research, data 

collection, pilot intern 

program, licenses and permits, 

and radar operations.

Darin Langerud, Director

dlangerud@nd.gov | 701-328-4751

ATMOSPHERIC RESOURCES



DWR DIVISIONS

Water Development Plan, media 

relations, public outreach and 

education, Drought Livestock 

Water Supply Program, 

Environmental Reviews, Cost-

Share Program, and MR&I 

Program.

Patrick Fridgen, Director

pfridgen@nd.gov  | 701-328-4964

PLANNING & EDUCATION

Construction and drainage 

permits, sovereign lands, dam 

safety, floodplain management, 

water resource district support, 

and Silver Jackets Program.

Aaron Carranza, P.E., Director

acarranza@nd.gov | 701-328-4813

REGULATORY



DWR DIVISIONS

Water rights permitting, 

ground and surface water 

management, subsurface 

exploration, data 

management, and water 

resource investigations.

Andrew Nygren, Director

anygren@nd.gov | 701-328-1069

WATER APPROPRIATION

Investigations and surveying, 

construction operations, flood 

response and recovery, Southwest 

Pipeline, Northwest Area Water 

Supply, Red River office, and Devils 

Lake outlet operations.

Sindhuja S.Pillai-Grinolds, Director

spillai@nd.gov | 701-328-4954

WATER DEVELOPMENT



DWR FUNCTIONS & RESPONSIBILITIES

Allocation Of The Stateõs Waters

Cost-Share Funding

Dam Safety

Drainage & Construction Permits

Drone Initiatives

Drought Livestock Program

Floodplain Management

Investigations & Surveys

LiDAR Collections

Map Services

North Dakota Cloud Modification Project

PRESENS

Sovereign Land Management

Water Project Development



STATE-OWNED 

PROJECTS



NAWS PROJECTS

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 2

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase II)

Minot WTP Improvements (Phase III)

Souris Reservoir

& Pump Station

Bottineau Reservoir

& Pump Station

Inline Booster

Pump Stations

Snake Creek Pumping Plant Intake Modifications Contract 1

Biota Water Treatment Plant (Phase I)

South Prairie Hydraulic Control Structure

South Prairie Storage Reservoir

Lansford Reservoir & Pump Station



ÁCompletion Of The South Prairie Reservoir, Flow 

Control Facility, Hydraulic Control Structure, & Minot 

Water Treatment Plant Phase II 

ÁOngoing Construction

ÁSnake Creek Pumping Plant For The Intake 

ÁDischarge Pipeline Connecting The Snake Creek 

Pumping Plant To The Transmission Pipeline

ÁBiota Water Treatment Plant Phase I

ÁBottineau Reservoir & Pump Station

ÁLake Sakakawea Water Expected Delivery In 2025 

ÁDesign Ongoing For The Permanent Intake Pipeline  

& Screen Structure; Section 408 Application 

Submitted To The USACE

NAWS

For The 1st Year Of 

The 23-25 Biennium, 

NAWS Received

$6.9M

From City Of Minot

$12.6M

From Federal Funds

$9.5M

From Resources

Trust Fund



SOUTHWEST 
PIPELINE 
PROJECT
UPDATES



ÁMetallic Pipeline Replacement Project Near City Of Taylor Complete

ÁMulti -Service Area Hydraulic Improvements Project

ÁTotal Expenditures From July 2023 Through June 2024 = $8.7M

ÁSupplementary Intake - Continuing In Mediation Process

ÁTransmission - West Zone Construction Anticipated Summer 2025

ÁHydraulic Improvements - North New England Area - Moving Forward With Final 

Design

ÁBurt Hebron Expansion - Moving Forward With Final Design

ÁSW Water Treatment Plant Expansion

ÁFunding Approved At The December 2024 SWC Meeting

ÁWill Treat 12 Million Gallons Per Day & Replace The 70-Year-Old Dickinson WTP

ÁExpected 36 Month Construction Project

SWPP - CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
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West Outlet Total = 954K Acre-Feet

East Outlet Total = 635K Acre-Feet

DEVILS LAKE
20 24 D ISCHARGE -  11 3,10 0 ACRE FEET



DEVILS LAKE OUTLET PROJECTS

ÁCompleted Flow Meter Replacements

ÁCompleting Preventative Maintenance

ÁInspecting Pumps & Motors

ÁIntake Sediment Removal (Spring 2025)

OUTLETS |  PUMPS |  STRUCTURE


