




While Game and Fish wildlife easements have been around since the 1960’s, the accompanying property 
tax implications and unfair treatment of landowners restricted by easements has not been addressed. 
These easements create a financial imbalance, especially when compared to neighboring properties that 
are not encumbered by such easements.  

The ability to tile and drain land without the restrictions of wildlife easements offers substantial financial 
benefits to landowners. Enhanced soil conditions, increased yields, and reduced input costs all 
contribute to a more profitable farming operation. 

Landowners bound by easements made generations ago limit the landowner’s ability to adapt or 
improve the property.  On one quarter of land, an easement may only have 30 acres in the easement, 
but those 30 acres ties the hands of the landowner over the whole quarter. Tile and drainage on that 
quarter is not an option.  The landowner not only loses the economic benefit but many times the land 
around these easements becomes alkaline, unmanageable and unprofitable.  

Property owners who are subject to Game and Fish easements face a reduction in utility and 
opportunity, yet they continue to pay property taxes as though their land is unrestricted. In contrast, 
neighboring property owners without easements have the opportunity to fully capitalize on their land 
through tiling and drainage. The result is an inequitable system that places an undue financial burden on 
the landowner who is subject to the easement. To address this imbalance, there needs to be a more 
equitable system for assessing property taxes on easement-encumbered land, ensuring that landowners 
are not unfairly taxed on properties that have restricted use and diminished value from these 
easements. 



This is a comparison difference of my quarter with 32 acres of Game and Fish easements 
with the set backs around each one that they say they control compared to Maple River 
Colony quarter that shows development opportunity with drain tile. With equal property tax 
on each one. Thanks for looking at this. 

Scott Muggli 
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