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"Engineer" means an individual registered as an engineer under chapter 43-19.1. 
"General conditions" means the written portion of a contract setting forth the governing 
body's minimum acceptable performance requirements, including the rights, 
responsibilities, and relationships of the parties involved in the performance of the 
contract. 
"Governing body" means the governing officer or board of a state entity or a political 
subdivision. 
"Guaranteed maximum price" means the maximum amount a construction manager 
at-risk may be paid under a contract to construct a public improvement. 
"Landscape architect services" means landscape architecture services governed 
under chapter 43-03. 
"Lowest responsible bidder" means the !Qwest best bidder for the project considering 
past experience, financial condition, past work with the governing body, and other 
pertinent attributes that may be identified in the advertisement for bids. 
"Political subdivision" means a county, township, park district, school district, city, and 
any other unit of local government which is created either by statute or by the 
Constitution of North Dakota for local government or other public purposes. 
"Public improvement" means any improvement undertaken by a governing body for 
the good of the public and which is paid for with any public funds, including public 
loans, bonds, le·ases, or alternative funding, and is constructed on public land or within 
an existing or new public building or any other public infrastructure or facility if the 
result of the improvement will be operated and maintained by the governing body. The 
term does not include a county road construction and maintenance, state highway, or 
public service commission project governed by title 11, 24, or 38. 

22. "Subcontractor" means a person that contracts to perform work or render a service to
a contractor or to another subcontractor as part of a contract with a governing body.

48-01.2-02. Plans and specifications for a public improvement contract.
Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, if the estimated cost for the construction of a

public improvement is in excess of the threshold established under section 48-01.2-02.1, the 
governing body shall procure plans, drawings, and specifications for the improvement from an 
architect or engineer. For a public building in use by or to be used by the North Dakota 
agricultural experiment station in connection with farm or agricultural research operations, the 
plans, drawings, and specifications, with the approval of the state board of higher education, 
may be prepared by an engineer in the regular employment of the agricultural experiment 
station. For a public building in use by or to be used by the department of transportation for the 
storage and housing of road materials or road machinery, equipment, and tools, the plans, 
drawings, and specifications may be prepared by an engineer employed by the department of 
transportation. Plans, drawings, and specifications of an architect or engineer must be stamped 
and sealed by the date of the initial bid advertisement. 

48-01.2-02.1. Public improvement construction threshold.
1. The threshold for bidding construction of a public improvement is two hundred

thousand dollars. The threshold for procuring plans, drawings, and specifications from
an architect or engineer for construction of a public improvement is two hundred
thousand dollars.

2. Notwithstanding the thresholds in subsection 1, if the state or a political subdivision
undertakes the construction of a public improvement and there is reason to believe
that engineering or architectural services are necessary to protect the health, safety, or
welfare of the public, the state or political subdivision shall consider consulting with an
engineer or architect.
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