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Good Afternoon Chairman Ruby and Members of the House Human Services Committee, 
For the record, my name is Dawson Holle, and I have the honor of representing the great people  
of District 31. Today, I come before you to introduce HB1205. 
 
I want to start by painting two very different pictures for you. 
 
In the first story, a maintenance worker hears a faint cry coming from behind a gas station 
dumpster. When he investigates, he finds a newborn baby—abandoned, cold, and wrapped in 
nothing but a towel. Thankfully, that baby survived. But the reality is, not all stories like this 
have happy endings. Across the country, too many infants are abandoned in unsafe, life-
threatening conditions because their parents feel they have no other choice. 
Now imagine another story. A mother, overwhelmed by fear and hopelessness, finds a Safe 
Haven Baby Box. She gently places her baby inside the climate-controlled, secure box. As soon 
as the door closes, first responders are alerted, and within minutes, her child is being cared for 
by medical professionals. This time, the mother walks away knowing she made the best choice 
to protect her baby. 
 
This second story isn’t just a hypothetical—it’s a reality in states like Indiana, Ohio, and 
Arkansas. Safe Haven Baby Boxes have already saved dozens of lives. These are real children 
who are now growing up in loving families, given a second chance at life because their parents 
had access to a safe, compassionate option during a moment of crisis. 
Here in North Dakota, we pride ourselves on being a state that values life, family, and 
community. Supporting this legislation isn’t just about saving lives—it’s about aligning with 
the principles we hold dear. It’s about showing parents in crisis that they are not alone, and that 
there is hope. 
 
HB1205 allows a mother to surrender her baby, under 60 days old, to a Safe Haven Baby Box. 
Each box costs about $15,000, with an annual program fee of $500. As you can see, I have an 
appropriation request of $50,000, which would cover approximately 3 or 4 boxes. 
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Members of the committee, we cannot afford to wait. Every day that passes without Safe Haven 
Baby Boxes is another day where a parent in crisis may feel there is no safe option for their 
child. Every day represents another opportunity to save a life. 
This legislation isn’t just about baby boxes—it’s about hope. It’s about creating a lifeline for 
parents who feel trapped and giving every child the chance to grow up in a safe and loving 
environment. 
 
 
Thank you for your time and I’ll stand for questions. 
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How	a	Safe	Haven	Baby	Box	Works?	Watch	the	video	below		

h:ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fIui02-Bkc&t=34s	
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