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Chairmen Klein and Ruby, and Members of the Committee: 
 
My name is Commissioner Tori Siemieniewski, and I serve on the Williston City 
Commission. I am writing in support of SB 2408 while respectfully encouraging the 
Committee to consider amendments that address kratom in its natural form. Through my 
work in local government and discussions with public safety professionals, healthcare 
providers, and community stakeholders, I have become increasingly concerned about the 
risks associated with kratom-related products and the need for stronger oversight. 

As a City Commissioner, I have had the opportunity to discuss this issue with local 
leaders, public safety officials, and community stakeholders. Through those 
conversations, I became increasingly concerned about the availability, addictive potential, 
and lack of oversight surrounding kratom-related products. Those concerns ultimately led 
the City of Williston to consider and advance a resolution supporting increased federal 
review and regulation of kratom products. 

A copy of that resolution is attached for the Committee's reference. The resolution 
outlines concerns regarding addiction, product adulteration, inconsistent manufacturing 
standards, and the absence of a clear national regulatory framework. While local 
governments can help raise awareness and advocate for action, meaningful consumer 
protections will ultimately require leadership at the state and federal levels. 

From both the information presented by public safety professionals and the available 
health data, I believe concerns surrounding 7-hydroxymitragynine (7-OH) deserve 
serious attention. Federal health agencies have identified significant risks associated with 
these products, including addiction and seizures. These concerns are particularly 
troubling when products are marketed as safe or natural alternatives without sufficient 
safeguards or oversight. 

Much of the public discussion surrounding kratom has focused on comparisons to 
alcohol, tobacco, prescription medications, narcotics, and marijuana. In my view, those 
comparisons often overlook important differences in risk profiles and regulatory controls. 
Regardless of where an individual stands on those comparisons, the fact remains that 
significant questions about safety, manufacturing standards, and long-term health impacts 
remain unresolved. 

As policymakers consider the future of kratom regulation, I encourage the Committee to 
prioritize science-based standards, consumer safety, and public health. Until sufficient 



 
evidence demonstrates that these products can be safely marketed and sold, I believe a 
cautious approach is warranted. My support for SB 2408, particularly with amendments 
addressing kratom in its natural form, is grounded in the belief that government should 
act responsibly when credible public safety concerns exist. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I appreciate the Committee's willingness to 
examine this important public health and public safety issue. I respectfully ask for your 
support of SB 2408 and for consideration of amendments that more comprehensively 
address kratom products. I have attached the City of Williston's recently adopted 
resolution regarding kratom-related products for your review and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
Commissioner Tori Siemieniewski 
Williston City Commission 
701-870-2961 






