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Chairman Longmuir and members of the Political Subdivisions Committee,

I am Representative Matt Heilman from North Dakota's seventh legislative district in Bismarck. I come before you today to
testify in favor of HB 1384. This legislation requires a full-time county auditor to be elected. I do have an amendment from
legislative council that is a better way to go about this issue, so I will present the bill as the amendment. The original version
is not the best way to approach this issue. However, there are a few reasons as to why a full-time county auditor should be

elected and not appointed. I will also lay out some events that have been happening in Burleigh County going back to 2020.

The first reason a county auditor should be elected is because they are held accountable by the public as opposed to merely
a few county commissioners. This can lead a county auditor to increase their focus on issues that matter to taxpayers and
voters. Chapter 11-13 of the North Dakota Century Code (NDCC) lists all the duties and responsibilities of a county auditor.
NDCC 11-13-04 states that the county auditor is the official Chief Financial Officer of the county. With a critical full-time
job like a county auditor, we should make sure these positions are held accountable by the voters. If voters decide they want

their auditor appointed, then that should be decided by them in a transparent manner.

Another reason we should have full-time auditors elected is because of the public engagement. Having this position on the
ballot will cause more voters to pay attention to the county finances and elections. We need more civic engagement with

more citizens actively involved in monitoring local government spending and policy.



One of the other reasons for having full-time auditors elected is the possibility of having institutional knowledge. Assuming
an auditor is doing their job in good faith and truly representing the people residing in the county, they should be re-elected.
This can lead to an auditor being in the position for a longer amount of time and gaining institutional knowledge others may
not know. An example of this would be former Burleigh County sheriff Bob Harvey who was our sheriff from 1974 until

retiring in 2002. I can't imagine the kind of knowledge he gained over the years that most people do not know.

The biggest benefit of an elected auditor as mentioned earlier is being held accountable by the public and not a select few
county commissioners. However, there have been efforts in Burleigh County to make this job appointed going back to 2020.
In the 2020 primary election, it was placed on the ballot by the county commission to appoint the auditor rather than elect.
I have included the election results, and the language as presented on the ballot to voters. As you can see, the measure failed

by a wide margin. The people of Burleigh County decided they want to be able to vote for their county auditor.

In 2022, this was attempted again. This time, the ballot language did not include anything about the auditor being appointed.
The ballot language only mentions adopting ordinances. As you can see, it narrowly passed. Intentionally or not, this clearly
mislead voters within Burleigh County. Since the measure failed in 2020 by such a wide margin, I suspect that it would
have failed in 2022 if the ballot language mentioned the position being appointed. The notice was published in the Bismarck

Tribune but not everybody reads the Bismarck Tribune. On top of that, how many people read notices in their entirety?

I do apologize for this amendment not being the original bill. My goal with this amendment is to ensure this does not happen
again anywhere else. These decisions on the local level should be transparent and honest. With this amendment, we are still

allowing local control, but clearly, we need to address this issue of ballot language.



11-13-02. Duties of county auditor.
The county auditor shall:

4

2,

3.

eNo

10.

11.

12.

Act as clerk of the board of county commissioners and keep an accurate record of the
official proceedings of the board.

Prepare a financial statement of the county annually unless otherwise ordered by the
board of county commissioners.

Upon receipt of any document, bond, or other paper required to be filed in the auditor's
office, number and index the same and make the proper entries in the reception book.
Carefully preserve all documents, books, records, maps, and other papers required to
be deposited or kept in the auditor's office.

Have recorded in the office of the recorder all bonds not issued by the state bonding
fund that are required to be deposited in the auditor's office.

Perform and transact all county business without extra compensation.

Keep all books required to be kept by the board of county commissioners.

File and preserve in the auditor's office all accounts, vouchers, and other papers
pertaining to the settlement of any and all accounts to which the county is a party, and
copies of such papers certified under the hand and seal of the auditor shall be
admitted as evidence in all courts in this state.

Perform all acts required of the auditor relative to the making out and delivering of
notices of general and special elections, making abstracts of and canvassing the votes
cast at an election, issuing certificates of election, and forwarding the abstract of votes
cast to the secretary of state.

On or before August first of each odd-numbered year, report to the insurance
commissioner the sound depreciated value of each county building or risk, and the
contents therein.

On going out of office, deliver to the successor in office all moneys, books, records,
documents, maps, papers, vouchers, and other property in the auditor's hands
belonging to the county, and in case of the death of the auditor, the auditor's personal
representatives shall deliver the same to the auditor's successor.

Do and perform all acts not enumerated in this section which the auditor is required to
do by law.
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