
 

 
TesƟmony in Support of Senate Bill 2254 

Funding for Urban Public Transit Fixed Route and Paratransit 
House TransportaƟon CommiƩee  

March 6, 2025 
 
Good aŌernoon, Chairman Ruby and members of the CommiƩee.  My name is Denise Kolpack, and I am 
the Deputy Mayor of Fargo. I am speaking in support of SB 2254 and encourage a DO PASS 
recommendaƟon.   
 
SB 2254 idenƟfies the needs of public transportaƟon (transit) providers in the urban areas (Fargo, Grand 
Forks, Minot and Bismarck) within North Dakota. The providers of urban transit within the State of North 
Dakota request a more substanƟve state funding program to assist with the costs associated with fixed-
route and paratransit public transportaƟon. In partnership with transit officials in Grand Forks, Minot and 
Bismarck, we are respecƞully requesƟng a $15 million biennial appropriaƟon to assist urban transit ciƟes 
with the growing expenses of providing fixed-route transit and paratransit, along with requiring a study to 
determine a permanent funding soluƟon for urban transit services in North Dakota.   
 
Federal ReclassificaƟon 
The designaƟon of transit providers (urban, rural, tribal) is defined by populaƟon in accordance with the 
latest official federal census. The 2020 Census reclassified the City of Fargo from a small to a “large urban” 
designaƟon with a populaƟon over 200,000, which resulted in a reducƟon of over $600,000, or 17%, in 
federal operaƟng assistance.   
 
Federal, Local and State Aid Amounts 2019-2024: 
In accordance with ND Public TransportaƟon Fund 39-04.2-02, the State public transit funding we currently 
receive can be used to operate transit services and as a local match to federal dollars. City funds or State 
Aid contribuƟons of $.20 can be matched by federal funding of $.80. In addiƟon, $.50 of operaƟng can be 
matched by $.50 in federal dollars. A balance of City funds and State Aid funding can be used to match 
federal dollars, thus the criƟcality of State funding. 
 

 



 

 
 
Urban areas recognize the requirement to fund a local porƟon for transit providers; however, the City of 
Fargo’s General Fund cannot sustain its current annual subsidy. Due to rising costs of providing transit, the 
City of Fargo’s annual Transit subsidy has grown to an anƟcipated $5.5 million for 2025, from approximately 
$600,000 per year in 2016. I want to emphasize the criƟcality of receiving the requested funding for 
maintaining exisƟng service levels and avoiding transit service cuts like we saw during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Fargo is close to returning services to pre-COVID levels and does not want to see cuts in our 
service that would impact our patrons. 
 
Performing the requested study between LegislaƟve Sessions is a criƟcal part of this bill, as it would allow 
the funding formula to be appropriately modified while protecƟng the current funds being allocated to 
the rural and smaller counƟes. Fargo does not want to take away from their porƟon – we are looking to 
right-size the funding going to the fixed-route transit systems in our urban areas.  
 
Transit is much more than just transportaƟon, it is independent access and affects workforce/commerce; 
health (medical treatments and appointments); educaƟon; and basic needs. Transit connects people to 
jobs, schools, social services, faith-based acƟviƟes, health faciliƟes and community acƟviƟes. Transit 
allows workers and job seekers to reach places of employment, helps the elderly and persons with 
disabiliƟes lead independent lives, gives shoppers the opportunity to purchase goods and services and 
contribute to the economic health of the area.   
 
The State of North Dakota reaps benefits from public transit within urban communiƟes. As such, transit 
contributes to economic development and related state/local taxes, supports preventaƟve health care and 
personal independence which allows residents to remain in their own homes and out of state-subsidized 
care faciliƟes longer, and encourages higher educaƟon and related workforce development. For ciƟzens 
who rely on publicly available transportaƟon as their only way to reach school or employment, the lack of 
transportaƟon programs and services can create barriers to potenƟal job opportuniƟes, educaƟon and 
healthcare.  
 
In fiscal year 2024 Fargo alone provided 706,145 fixed route rides and 234,437 elderly/disabled rides in 
the State of North Dakota. Fargo area ridership accounts for 50.5% and 34.2% of the State’s total ridership 
in each respecƟve category.    
 
Thank you for your consideraƟon and support of SB 2254. I would be happy to answer any quesƟons you 
may have.  
 
Respecƞully submiƩed, 
 
Denise Kolpack, Deputy Mayor 
City of Fargo  
DKolpack@FargoND.gov 
(701) 241-1310 


