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ABILL

Gentury-Coderelating-to-peliciesferstudent-eellulartelephoenreuse-for an Act to create and

enact a new section to chapter 15.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the use of

personal electronic devices during instructional time; and to provide an appropriation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
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SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 15.1-07 of the North Dakota Century Code is created

and enacted as follows:

Personal electronic devices - Prohibition during instructional time.

1. As used in this section:

a. "Instructional time" means the time from the start of the school day until dismissal

at the end of the school day, for which the signal may be the ringing of a bell,

including a structured or unstructured learning experience, recess, a lunch

period, time in between classes, and a field trip.

b. "Parent" means a parent or guardian of a student who is authorized to make

decisions regarding education for the student.
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3. Notwithstanding subsection 2. a school may not prohibit a student from possessing or

using a personal electronic communication device, if:

a. Alicensed medical provider determines the possession or use of a personal

electronic communication device is necessary for the health or well-being of the

student; or

b. The possession or use of a personal electronic communication device is required

by the student's individual education program or plan under section 504 of the
federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 [29 U.S.C. 794].

4. A school district shall collect data annually to measure the impact of its policy on

student behavior, mental health, disciplinary incidents, school attendance, and

academic performance.
SECTION 2. APPROPRIATION - DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION - STORAGE
OF PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICES - ONE-TIME FUNDING. There is appropriated out of

any moneys in the general fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of
$1,500,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the department of public instruction
for the purpose of providing funds to a school district, upon the request of the school district, to
acquire secure containers for storing each student's personal electronic device, in accordance
with the established school district plan, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2025, and ending
June 30, 2027. Reimbursement to school districts must be provided by the superintendent of
public instruction based on the cost of the selected approved products, not to exceed an
amount of an average of $30 per student. The funding provided in this section is considered a

one-time funding item.
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