


Comparison Costs of Similar City Projects 

Mandan Napoleon 

20834 - 04/13/2020 Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Price 21613 · 04/13/2020 Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

Superpave FAA 43 TON 408 $ 78.90 $ 32,191.20 Water Main -6" LF 400 $ 56.00 $ 22,400.00 

Remove and Relay Blended Material SY 1500 $ 5.00 $ 7,500.00 Gate Valve - 6" EA 3 $ 2,675.00 $ 8,025.00 

Water Main -8" LF 400 $ 82.95 $ 33,180.00 1" -Service LF 300 $ 50.00 $ 15,000.00 

Gate Valve -8" EA 3 $ 1,942.50 $ 5,827.50 1" Curb Stop EA 10 $ 1,200.00 $ 12,000.00 

1" -Service LF 300 $ 42.00 $ 12,600.00 1" Service Connection EA 10 $ 1,500.00 $ 15,000.00 

l"CurbStop EA 10 $ 262.50 $ 2,625.00 $ 72,425.00 

1" Service Connection EA 10 $ 1,837.50 $ 18,375.00 

Sidewalk Concrete SY 100 $ 51.20 $ 5,120.00 23142 - 04/04/2024 Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

Curb & Gutter -Type I LF 100 $ 25.80 $ 2,580.00 Water Main - 6" LF 400 $ 125.00 $ 50,000.00 

$ 119,998.70 Gate Valve -6" EA 3 $ 3,600.00 $ 10,800.00 

1" -Service LF 300 $ 75.00 $ 22,500.00 

23590 · 04/04/2024 Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Price 1" Curb Stop EA 10 $ 1,750.00 $ 17,500.00 

Superpave FAA 43 TON 408 $ 120.00 $ 48,960.00 1" Service Connection EA 10 $ 1,000.00 $ 10,000.00 

Remove and Relay Blended Material SY 1500 $ 7.00 $ 10,500.00 $ 110,800.00 

Water Main -8" LF 400 $ 100.00 $ 40,000.00 

Gate Valve -8" EA 3 $ 5,700.00 $ 17,100.00 

1"-Service LF 300 $ 38.75 $ 11,625.00 Glen Ullin 

1" Curb Stop EA 10 $ 660.00 $ 6,600.00 19255 · 03/22/2018 Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

1" Service Connection EA 10 $ 1,450.00 $ 14,500.00 Water Main -6" LF 400 $ 63.00 $ 25,200.00 

Sidewalk Concrete SY 100 $ 85.00 $ 8,500.00 Gate Valve - 6" EA 3 $ 1,800.00 $ 5,400.00 

Curb & Gutter -Type I LF 100 $ 28.50 $ 2,850.00 1" -Service LF 300 $ 29.00 $ 8,700.00 

$ 160,635.00 1" Curb Stop EA 10 $ 740.00 $ 7,400.00 

$ 46,700.00 

20692 · 01/31/2023 Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

Water Main · 6" LF 400 $ 112.00 $ 44,800.00 

Gate Valve -6" EA 3 $ 3,640.00 $ 10,920.00 

1" - Service LF 300 $ 62.00 $ 18,600.00 

1" Curb Stop EA 10 $ 1,665.00 $ 16,650.00 

$ 90,970.00 
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Finally, many states have tax deferral programs, allowing certain homeowners to defer property tax pay

ments until a home is sold. Take-up of these programs tends to be limited, sometimes leading to the 

conclusion that they are not a policy success. But that may be the wrong way of looking at it. Low take-up 
suggests that, given existing relief mechanisms, relatively few taxpayers are at risk of having taxes price 

them out of their existing home-which would argue against sweeping policies affecting the entire hous
ing market supposedly predicated on solving this problem. Meanwhile, to the extent that some house

holds do face hardships, the deferral option is available to them.33 

Implementing Levy Limits 

Levy limits can be a good option for states seeking to constrain the growth of property taxes, but the de
tails matter. For levy limits to work properly, they must be imposed at the correct level of government and 
the annual adjustment mechanisms must be well designed. 

Some states have implemented levy limits at the state level, meaning that millages in every jurisdiction 
roll back based on the overall projected statewide increase in property tax collections due to rising prop
erty values. This makes little sense, as it provides insufficient relief in areas that are growing (and seeing 

values rise faster than statewide averages), and it creates perverse incentives for localities. The limitation 
should be imposed at the level of the responsible taxing jurisdiction-typically a county, city, or school 
district. State policy can create such limitations, but the limitation should apply to each taxing jurisdiction 

individually, not in statewide ag9regate. 

As previously noted, the appropriate measure for levy limitations is the anticipated tax liability for preexist

ing property. When property values are rising, the exact same set of properties will have higher tax liability 
year over year. The goal of a levy limit is to cap the amount of revenue that can be generated from the sta

tus quo by reducing millages accordingly. New construction should be excluded, because it appropriately 

brings in additional revenue, as the additional housing or commercial property creates new costs for the 
locality. 

Policymakers also need to decide on an appropriate annual growth factor for that existing property. 
Typically, it will be inflation at a minimum, or perhaps inflation plus some additional amount of allowable 
growth-like 1 or 2 percent growth above inflation. Lawmakers must also decide what spending obliga

tions, if any, can allow increases beyond the growth factor. But before we dive into that, let's take a step 
back and see how such a system works. 

Imagine a small jurisdiction with 2,000 homes. (For the sake of simplicity in this example, we'll only con

sider homes, though commercial and industrial property matter as well.) In the first year, they collectively 
bring in $5 million in property taxes at that year's property tax rates. By the next year, 100 new homes 
have been built, bringing in an additional $300,000 in property taxes under existing rates. The preexisting 
2,000 homes, meanwhile, have seen their assessed values rise, and they are now projected to bring in $5.6 

million if rates do not change. 

33 Youngman. 10. 




