
AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

A R T I C L E S

IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

ARTICLE 1 .  

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of  religion, or  pro
hibiting the free exercise thereof ; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press ; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the gov
en1ment for a redress of grievances. 

ARTICLE 2. 

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

ARTICLE 3. 

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the con
sent of the owner, nor in time of war but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE 4. 

The right of the people to be secur.e in their persons, houses, papers and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated. ; and no warrants 
sliall issue but upon probable cause, supported. by oath or affirmation, and par
ticularly describing the place to be searched., and the persons or things to be 
seized. 

ARTICLE 5. 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime, 
unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in 
the land or naval forces, or in the militia when in actual service, in time of war 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall be compelled, in any criminal case, to 
be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law ; nor shall private property be taken for public use without 
jnst co mpensation. 

ARTICLE 6. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 
public trial by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall 
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation ; to be con
fronted with the witnesses against him ; to have compulsory process for obtaining 
witnesses in his favor ; and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

ARTICLE 7 .  

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved ; and no fact, tried by a jury, 
shall he otherwise re-examined in any court of the United States than according 
to the rules of the common law. 
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ARTICLE 8. 
Excessive hail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 

unusual punishments indicted 
ARTICLE 9. 

The enumeration, in t he <'onAt itut ion, of certain ri6hts, shall not be construed 
to deny or disparage others rutailu-d by the pt•oplu .  

AR rICLE 10. 
The powers not deleg-ated to the Unitt"'<l Stat,,s by the <'On�t i tu tion .  nor pro

hibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states rl'i.pectively, or to the ix:ople . 
A RTICLE 11. 

The judicial power of the t"nited Staks shall not be <'Ontdroe-d to ext<>nd to any 
suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecutt·d �ainst one of th<> l'n i tt-d �::Hated 
by citizens of another state, or by citizens or subjoota of any fordgn i.tate. 

A B ilCLE 12. 
The electors shall meet in their respectivc i-tatt>s, and vote by ballot for prE'i-i

dent and vice-presidt'nt , one of whom, at ll'a!'t , shall not bt• an inhal,i t111 1t uf the 
same state with themselves. They shall nanw in tht·ir ballots the JA'rt;(Jn vott-d 
for as prE'sident, and in distinct bt.llots the pl'n-<JII vott·d for as vict• -1m·si<lent ;  and 
they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as prei;idl'nt ,  and of all per
sons voted for as vice-president, and of the numbL'r of voh•s for each ; which lists 
they shall s�n und certi fy, and transmit scaled to the !Wat of the g,)\'ernmt'nt of 
the United States, directed to the president of the Sl.'natt• .  Tlw presidt•nt of tho 
senate shall, in the presence of the senate an<l house of rt•prt•f;(,•11tatiws, open all 
the certificates, and the votes shall then be countt-<l . Thl' person having tho 
greatest number of votes for president, shall be the president ,  if such numbt,r he 
a majority of the whole number of electors appointcd ; and if no per80n han' i-uch 
majority, then from the persons having the hight-st numbt•n;, uot t'X<'cc<ling thrl't', 
on the list of those voted for as presidmt, the house of r< ·1m·1,wntat in·s shall 
choose immediately, by ballot, the presid<>nt. But in choosing tht.• prt'sidt•nt, the 
votes shall be taken by states, the reprcscn tation from eaC'h state having one vote ; 
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a mt·mber or membl•rs from two-thirds 
of the states, and a majority of all the statcs shall be nect>ssary to a choice. And 
if the house of representatives shall 1.ot choose a pn·sidt•nt whenever the right of 
choice shall devolve upon them, befo::-e the fourth day of lla.rch next following, 
then the vice-president.shall act as president, as in the case of the death or other 
constitutional disability of the president. 

Tae person having the greatest number of votes as vice-president shall be the 
vice-president, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors 
appointed; and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest numbers 
on the list the senate shall choose the vicc-president. A quorum for the purpose 
shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of senators, and a majority of the 
whole number shall be necessary to a choice . But no person constitutionally 
ineli_gible to the office of president shall be eligible to that of vice-prl'sident of 
the United States. 

.ARTICLE 18. 
§ 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for

crime, whereof the party shall have been duly c-onvicted, shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction 

10 



AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

§ 2. Congress shall have power to enforoo this article by appropriate legislation.
ARTICLE H. 

§ 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof. are citizens of the United States, and of the state wherein 
they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the priv
ileges or immunities of citizens of the United States, nor shall any state deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property, without due process of law, nor deny to 
any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

§ 2. Representatives i;hall be apportioned among the several states according
to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each state, 
excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the 
choice of electors for president and vice-president of the United States, repre
sentatives in congress, the executive and judicial officers of a state, or the mem
bers of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such..., 
state, being twenty-one years of age and citizens of the United States, or in any 
way abridged, except for participation in rebellion or other crime, the basis of 
representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of 
such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one 
years of age in such state. 

§ 3. No person shall be a senator or representative in congress, or elector of
president and vice-president, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United 
States, or under any state, who, having previously taken an oath as a member of 
congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any state legis
lature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any state, to support the constitu
tion of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against 
the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But congress may, by 
a vote of two-thirds of each house, remove such disability. 

§ 4. The validity of the public debt. of the United States, authorized by law,
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in 
suppressing insurrectic:..i or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the 
United States or any state shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in 
aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the 
loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall· 
be held illegal and void. 

§ 6. The congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the
provisions of this article. 

ARTICLE 15. 
§ 1. The right of citizens of the Cnited States to vote shall not be denied or

abridged by the United States or by any state on account of race, color or pre
vious condition of ,:;ervitude 

§ 2. The congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate leg
islation. 

NOTE-The constitution was adopted September 17, 1787, by the unanimous consent of the states prMenc 
m the convention a1111olnted In pursuance of thl' resolution of the congress of the confederation. of February '.ll, 
178i, and was ratl!led by tht' conve11tlons of the se,·eral states. as follows, viz: Uy con\'entlon of Delaware, 
December 7, 1787; l'e11nsyh·anla. Oecembor 12, 1787; Now Jersey. ))ecembor 18, 1787; Geori.:la, ,January 2, 1788; 
Connecticut, January 9. 1788; !lla,sachuselts. J.,"ebruary 6, 1788: Maryland. A)lrll 28, 171!8; South Carolina, May 28, 
t.88; New Hampshire. June 21, 1788: Vlrglma. Juue 26, 1788; Now York, July 26, 1788; North Carolina, November 
21. 178!1: Rhode Island, May V. li!lO. 

The tlrst ten of the amendments were proposed at the ftrst session of the ftrst congress of the United States, 
September 25, 1789, and were finally rntllled by the constitutional number or states, December 15, 1791. 

1'he ele\'enth amen,lment was proposed at the ftrst session or the third congress, :\larch 5, 1794, and wu 
declared In a message from the president or the United States to both houses of congress, dated January 8, 1798, 
to have been adopted by the constitutional number or states. 

The twelfth amendment was proposed at the first session of the eighth congress, December 12, 180,1, and was 
adopted by the constitutional number of states In 1804, according to a )IUbllc notice thereof by the secretary of 
state, dated September 25, 1804. 

The thirteenth amendment was proposed at the second session of the thirty-eighth congress, 1''ebruary 1, 
1865, and was adopted by the constitutional number of states In 1865, according to a public notice thereof by the 
secretary of state. dated December IS. 1865, 

The fourteenth amendment took effect July 28, 1868. The llfteenth amendment took effect March 30, 1870. 
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