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Good morning Chairman Klemin and honorable members of the Interim Judiciary Committee. My name 
is Mark Jorritsma and I am the Executive Director of Family Policy Alliance of North Dakota.  I am 
testifying in opposition to the legalization of recreational marijuana in North Dakota. 

Family Policy Alliance of North Dakota is opposed to recreational marijuana on multiple grounds, but 
they all find their nexus in the health and welfare of North Dakota families. The family is the 
foundation for our communities, society, and state. Fundamentally, legalized recreational marijuana 
will not further help our state’s families thrive, but frankly, do just the opposite – further contribute to 
the disintegration and devaluation of the family. 

I know that you have already heard from those in favor of recreational marijuana in our state. 
However, rather than scrutinize language to try and mitigate impacts of potential recreational 
marijuana, I would like to focus on the effects. I want to make sure that we don’t lose sight of what is 
at stake.  

The best information to evaluate the effects of legalized recreational marijuana on a state are clearly 
from the experiences of other states. There are 11 states and the District of Columbia that currently 
have legalized recreational marijuana. I will be using their experiences, particularly those of the states 
with the most history, such as Colorado, Washington, and Oregon. 

I also recognize that this committee has been tasked to evaluate recreational marijuana in select areas 
of impact. While I will not be speaking to all of these areas, I have organized my remarks accordingly. 
 

1. State's economy, including unemployment and homelessness rates, potential tax revenues and 
job opportunities, spending on public health and safety programs, including law enforcement 
agencies and drug treatment programs; and tourism, real estate, construction, and banking. 

“Five years of retail pot coincide with five years of a homelessness growth rate that ranks among the 
highest rates in the country.” [Colorado] 
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“Directors of homeless shelters, and people who live on the streets, tell us homeless substance abusers 
migrate here for easy access to pot.” [Colorado] 

“Washington State has more marijuana businesses than Starbucks or McDonalds. Colorado has more 
marijuana businesses than McDonalds and Starbucks combined.” 

“A January 2018 paper in the American Journal of Psychiatry showed that people who used cannabis in 
2001 were almost three times as likely to use opiates three years later, even after adjusting for other 
potential risks.” 

“Over half the pot money promised for drug prevention, education & treatment in Washington never 
materialized…” [Colorado] 

2. Minors, including the rate of drug usage, the effects of marijuana on developing brains, and high 
school dropout rates. 

"’An investigation by Education News Colorado, Solutions and the I-News Network shows drug 
violations reported by Colorado's K-12 schools have increased 45 percent in the past four years, even 
as the combined number of all other violations has fallen,’ explains an expose on escalating pot use in 
schools by Rocky Mountain PBS in late 2016. The investigation found an increase in high school drug 
violations of 71 percent since legalization. School suspensions for drugs increased 45 percent. National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health found Colorado ranks first in the country for marijuana use among 
teens, scoring well above the national average.” 

“Overall use [of marijuana] in CO and WA among minors (ages 12-17) is both higher than and rising 
faster than the national average.” 

“Colorado toxicology reports show the percentage of adolescent suicide victims testing positive for 
marijuana has increased (Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment [CDPHE], 2017).” 

3. The legal system, including crime rates, the prison population, and rates of usage of other drugs.  

“A Swiss study of 265 psychotic patients published in Frontiers of Forensic Psychiatry last June found 
that over a three-year period, young men with psychosis who used cannabis had a 50 percent chance 
of becoming violent. That risk was four times higher than for those with psychosis who didn’t use, even 
after adjusting for factors such as alcohol use. Other researchers have produced similar findings.  

  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A 2013 paper in an Italian psychiatric journal examined almost 1,600 psychiatric patients in southern 
Italy and found that cannabis use was associated with a ten-fold increase in violence.” 

“The criminals are still selling on the black market. ...we have plenty of cartel activity in Colorado (and) 
plenty of illegal activity that has not decreased at all.” —Colorado Attorney General Cynthia Coffman 

4. Workers' compensation and work-related accidents. 

“Accidents, injuries, absenteeism, and disciplinary problems among pot users all increased after 
legalization by amounts ranging from 55-85%.” [Colorado] 

The Greater North Dakota Chamber, the state’s largest business advocacy organization, opposed ballot 
Measure 3 (legalizing recreational marijuana) in the last election. 

5. Public health and safety. 

“Five years of Big Marijuana ushered in a doubling in the number of drivers involved in fatal crashes 
who tested positive for marijuana, based on research by the pro-legalization Denver Post.” 

“[The] percentage of WA traffic fatalities where [the] driver tested positive for recent marijuana use 
more than doubled the year recreational marijuana sales began.” 

“National Academy of Medicine found in 2017 that ‘cannabis use is likely to increase the risk of 
developing schizophrenia and other psychoses; the higher the use, the greater the risk.’” 

There are over 200 Marijuana Edibles available in Colorado, including things such as cereal, microwave 
popcorn, cough drops, and marinara sauce. 
 

 

As is quickly evident from this very limited review of the impacts of legalized recreational marijuana, 
the list of negative impacts is significant.  For these reasons and the aforementioned potential 
destructive impact on North Dakota families, Family Policy Alliance of North Dakota opposes any 
legalization of recreational marijuana in our state. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify and I am happy to stand for any questions. 
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https://imprimis.hillsdale.edu/marijuana-mental-illness-violence/ 

https://gazette.com/editorial-the-sad-anniversary-of-big-commercial-pot/article_fd933a7d-c572-5e80-99cb-
81216e3465e2.html 
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         October 18, 2019 
 
 
Honorable Lawrence R. Klemin 
State Representative 
3929 Valley Drive 
Bismarck, ND 58503-1729 
 
Dear Representative Klemin: 
 
This letter is in response to your request for Legislative Management approval of the formation of a task 
force to assist the consultant hired by the North Dakota Juvenile Justice State Advisory Group to conduct 
a preliminary assessment of North Dakota's juvenile justice system, including a review of North Dakota 
Century Code Chapter 27-20 and related statutes, and to develop a plan to improve outcomes for youth 
who come into contact with the juvenile justice system. 
 
It is important, as Chairman of the interim Judiciary Committee, for you to be involved in bringing 
stakeholders together, which will ultimately lead the interim Judiciary Committee to receive reports and 
recommendations. Therefore, I approve your request to participate in a task force if the North Dakota 
Justice State Advisory Group determines a task force is required by the accepted proposal. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning the conditions of this approval. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Representative Chet Pollert 
Chairman 
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