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Office of the State Engineer : Responsibilities

The Office of the State Engineer is responsible for several regulatory
functions and responsibilities, including the allocation of the state’s waters.
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y Philosophy and Values

“In the delivery of services to the citizens of North Dakota, we the
employees of the State Water Commission and the Office of the State
Engineer value fairness, objectivity, accountability, responsiveness, and
credibility. We pledge to use professional and scientific methods to
maintain only the highest of standards in our delivery of services to our
constituents.”
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Goals

» Goal 1 - “Promote development and investment in water resource projects.”

» Goal 2 — "Utilize technology and education to increase our understanding for the
improved management of the state’s water resources.”

* Goal 3 — “Continue our strong commitment to sustainable water management.’
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Water Appropriation Division: Responsibilities

The administration and enforcement of water laws, rules and policies that assure the sustainability
of the water resources of the state and protect established water rights of applicants, are of the
utmost importance for the prosperity and welfare of the state’s citizens. The State Engineer is charged
with managing the use of the state’s waters as directed under Chapter 61-04 of North Dakota’s
Century Code, and Article 89-03 of the State Administrative Code.
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Criteria for Issuance of a Water Permit (N.D.C.C. § 61-04-06)

» The rights of a prior appropriator will not be unduly affected.
» The proposed means of diversion or construction are adequate.
* The proposed use of water is beneficial.

« The proposed appropriation is in the public interest. In determining the public interest, the following shall be

considered:

» The benefit to the applicant.

The effect of economic activity resulting from the proposed appropriation.
The effect on fish and game resources and public recreational opportunities.
The effect of loss of alternate uses of water that might be made within a reasonable time if not
precluded or hindered by the proposed appropriation. s
* Harm to others resulting from the proposed appropriation.
The intent and ability of the applicant to complete the appropriation. S S0
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Priority Date and Status Priority Date and Status Y
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Kidder County
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Dickey, Sargent County

Development in the Dickey Sargent County region 35000~ —— Approved Acreage
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While general development is similar across most of
the groundwater systems, each aquifer presents a
unique set of conditions and challenges.
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The Oakes Aquifer is located in southeastern North 7 ‘
Dakota straddling the Dickey and Sargent county line. |
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One of the primary goals of the Water Commission is to continue e
our strong commitment to sustainable water management.
Moving forward with many of these areas, it is important to take -

appropriate steps to ensure that any additional appropriation
does not exceed the sustainable yield of the respective
groundwater system.

Full Appropriation

While this type of approach may appear at times to be slow or
unresponsive, North Dakota is currently one of the few states that
does not have any major groundwater systems under duress from
over allocation. e

Over allocation, which would severely jeopardize the sustainability
of the groundwater system moving forward, would likely lead to
legal challenges as we attempt to remedy the over allocation
through cancellation or cease and desist orders during more
normal or dryer conditions.

ﬁNpr:d’LDakota is also cu rrently“o‘n'e of the few western states
o 5_;wl‘rér_e water appropriation is not driven by costly litigation
~ processes resulting from ‘E;Sq,r or inappropriate management

Time -




Keep Connected

. Website: www.swc.nd.gov

f www.facebook.com/NDStateWater

The Current Newsletter: TheCurrent@nd.gov
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