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Chairman Lemm, members of the Interim Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee, for the record my name is Dan Wogsland, Executive Director of the 
North Dakota Grain Growers Association (NDGGA).  NDGGA, through our contracts 
with the North Dakota Wheat Commission and the North Dakota Barley Council, 
engages in domestic policy issues on the state and federal level on behalf of North 
Dakota wheat and barley farmers.  I am providing testimony for you today on behalf 
of NDGGA regarding the Legislature’s Interim Study of the impacts that US Fish and 
Wildlife Service easements have on North Dakota landowners, taxpayers and 
infrastructure.  NDGGA supported this study during the 2021 Legislative Session 
and we applaud the Interim Committee for tackling this very important issue. 
 
Orderly water and land management is critical to the success of North Dakota 
agriculture.  Where other industries invest in their capital assets to maintain and 
improve their business the same can be said for North Dakota agriculture and its 
land.  Farmland is a farmer’s factory; it is the backbone of how North Dakota 
farmers feed themselves and the world.  That said, when a federal agency has 
perpetual licensed mismanagement rights that negatively impact farmers, their 
friends and neighbors, and the taxpayers of North Dakota the North Dakota 
Legislature needs to be apprised of the situation and act accordingly. 
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Slide number two shows, according to the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the number 
of acres impacted by US Fish and Wildlife Service easements in North Dakota.  For 
your reference here are the numbers: 
 
The region reported the following North Dakota easement acres (rounded) through 
FY 2021: 
  
Grassland Acres:                    571,388 
Wetland Acres:                       998,437 
 
Some background: 
Between 1961 and 1977, Governors Guy and Link, consented to the acquisition of 
easements covering approximately 1.5 million acres of wetlands.  
 
Slides four through thirteen: 
Where are these acres located?  These slides are the most recent US Fish and 
Wildlife Service map of the easement locations in North Dakota.  As you can see, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service easements are prevalent in most of the counties in North 
Dakota. 
 
Slide fourteen: 
This is a picture of what a US Fish and Wildlife Service easement map looks like with 
its corresponding pock mark easement definitions.  This map, along with hundreds 
of others, are being disputed by North Dakota landowners because of the hard work 
of the North Dakota Congressional Delegation.  That said, the appeals process lands 
squarely back to the agency which drew the maps in the first place!   
 
How do these easement designations negatively impact North Dakota landowners?  
These pock mark designations stymie and eliminate the possibility of orderly water 
management in the state by landowners, counties, townships and the state itself.  
That said the strategic placement of these easements, some of which Never expire, 
allows US Fish and Wildlife Service the ability to negatively dictate to North Dakota 
landowners and North Dakota state government how orderly water management is 
accomplished in the state. 
 
Slides fifteen and sixteen: 
What are the results of this licensed mismanagement by US Fish and Wildlife 
Service?  These two slides are graphic examples of the cost to landowners, farmers 
and North Dakota taxpayers because of US Fish and Wildlife Service water 
mismanagement. 
 
Slide 17 contains some possible action items for the Committee to consider: 
 

1. Hold field hearings in the areas most impacted by US Fish and Wildlife 
Service easements in North Dakota. 

2. Continue to engage with stakeholders and stakeholder groups 
3. During the upcoming Special Session, recommend legislation to be acted 

upon that calls for a moratorium on allowing US Fish and Wildlife Service 
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easements in North Dakota until such time as this Committee and the North 
Dakota Legislature ascertains the full impacts the easements have on North 
Dakota landowners and taxpayers. 

 
 
Chairman Lemm, members of the Interim Agriculture Committee, now is the time to 
define what US Fish and Wildlife Service mismanagement has cost the North Dakota 
public.  It is the opinion of the North Dakota Grain Growers Association, based on 
the observations of our members, that the results you find will stagger the 
imagination.  Thank you for the time today; NDGGA stands ready to help in any way 
possible to aid the Committee in its deliberations. 



You Raise. We Represent.1 



Dan Wogsland | Executive Director
North Dakota Grai n  Growers Association

www.n d g g a .c o m

~ NDGGA 



According to the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the number 
of acres impacted by US Fish and Wildlife Service

 easements in North Dakota throug h FY  2021: 

571,388Grass land Acres:  

Wet land Acres  :         998,437

Some b a c kg round :
Between 1961 and 1977,   Gove rnors  Guy  and Link, 

consented  to  the acquisition  of   easements  covering 
approximately 1.5 million acres of wetlands .
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U S Fish & Wildlife Service 

FWS Grassland and Wetland Easements w ith the Arrowwood Wetland Management District 
Eddy and Foster Counties, North Dakota 
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AudubonWMD 

U . S . Fish & W1ldhfe Service 

FWS Grassland and W e tland E as ements w ith the A u d ubon W etland Management D istrict 
McLean and S heridan Counties, North Dakota 
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Stutsman and Wells Counties, North Dakota 
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U S F ish & WIidiife Service 

FWS Grassland and W etland Easements w ith the Crosby-Lostwood W etland Management D istrict 
Burke, Divide, Mountrail, and Williams Counties, North Dakota 
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J _Cla rk Salyer VVMD 

U S Fish & W1ldhfe Service 

FVVS Grassland and W etland E asements w ith the J.Clark Salyer Wetland Management Distr ict 
Bottineau, McHenry, Pierce, Renvifle and Rolettte Counties , North Dakota 
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KulmWMD 

U S. Fish & Wrldhfe Service 

FWS Grassland and W etland Eas ements w ith the K ulm W etland M anagement D istrict 
Dickey, McIntosh, La Moure and Logan Counties, North Dakota 
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Tewaukon WM D 

U S Fish & W1ldhfe Sen,1ce 

FWS Grassland and W e tland E asem ents w ith the Tew aukon W e tland Management District 
Ransom, Richland and Sargent Counties, North Dakota 
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vaney C ity W M D 

W et la nd Acres 

U. S F ish & Wildlife Service 

FWS Grassland and W etland E asements w ith the Valley City W etland Managemen t D is t rict 
Bames, Cass, Griggs, Steele and Traifl Counties, North Dakota . 
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Suggestions:

1. Hold field hearing s in the areas  most  impacted b y  US  Fish and
Wildlife Service easements in North Dakota.

2. Continue  to  engage  with  s takeho lde rs  and  s takeho lde r  g roup s

3. During  the  upcoming  Spec ia l   Sess ion ,   recommend  leg is la tion  to
be  ac ted  upon  tha t   ca lls  fo r  a  mora to rium on  a llowing  US  Fish  and
Wildlife Service easements in North Dakota u ntil  s u c h time as th is
Committee  and  the  North  Dako ta  Leg is la tu re  a sce rta ins  the  fu ll 
impac ts  the  easemen ts  have  on  North  Dako ta  landowners  and 
taxpayers.  

~ NDGGA 



Thank You
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