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State-wide Assessments

• North Dakota State Assessment (NDSA)
• Math and ELA - grades 3-8, 10
• Science – grades 4, 8, 10
• ACT (grade 11) can be used in lieu of NDSA Math and ELA grade 10

• North Dakota Alternate Assessment (NDAA)
• Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities - (1%)
• Same grade layout as NDSA (mimics peers)

• ACCESS 2.0
• English language proficiency assessment
• K-12

• National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)
• Biannual assessment in 4th and 8th grade, Math and Reading 
• Sample of students – around 200 schools in 2021-2022



Instrument Used
• NDSA: The main instrument used to assess students in a summative 

manner is developed in partnership with Cambium Assessment, Inc 
(CAI). It is an online, computer-adaptive test. 

• Test blueprints are constructed from ND academic standards.
• Typically, after initial administration, a standard setting and 

content/bias review process occurs (ND educators).  Cut scores are 
developed. Then, a 3rd party alignment study occurs to ensure test 
item pool represents ND standards (including depth and breadth).

• Content and Bias reviews occur yearly. Validity and Reliability reports 
generated each year, are a part of Annual Technical Report (7 
volumes). 





NDSA Cut Scores

• Proficient levels or Cut Scores 
are set during the Standard 
Setting process after first 
administration.  

• Vertically aligned through 
grade levels.

• Used in development of the 
achievement proficiency 
charts that can be found on 
ND Insights.

Math Scale



NDSA Participation Rates

• ELA 96%
• 56,661 students tested

• Math 96%
• 56,904 students tested

• Goal is to test 95% overall, 
grade level, and in each 
demographic or sub-group. 

• Large disruptions create 
need to look at 
participation rates. 

ELA Participation Math Participation



Achievement – Overall ELA



Achievement – Overall Math







Grade 3: ELA Achievement 
ELA-3-Combined Novice Partially Proficient Proficient Advanced
Black 53% 24% 19% 4%
Hispanic 53% 21% 22% 4%
Native American 58% 22% 17% 3%
White 31% 26% 31% 11%
EL 59% 26% 14% 1%
IEP-Disability 61% 21% 15% 3%
Low Income 52% 25% 19% 4%
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Grade 8: Math Achievement
Math-8-Combined Novice Partially Proficient Proficient Advanced
Black 45% 37% 14% 4%
Hispanic 39% 39% 20% 2%
Native American 50% 36% 12% 2%
White 16% 39% 34% 9%
EL 67% 25% 8% 0%
IEP-Disability 63% 27% 9% 1%
Low Income 40% 39% 19% 3%

P + A
18%
22%
14%
43%
8%

10%
22%

38%





ACT – Composite Performance



ACT – Composite Benchmark 



Looking forward – measuring recovery 
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Closing and QA

• The NDSA is one instrument/tool used to measure where students in ND 
are academically.  It is always suggested to use as many instruments/tools, 
inputs, or datasets as possible when analyzing student academic standing 
and making strategic decisions.  As one moves down levels from state to 
district or district to school, or even from overall to subgroups, it is possible 
different patterns or trends reveal themselves.

• We have experienced significant drop in achievement proficiency levels and 
are now presented with an opportunity to make a significant recovery.   

• Questions?
• Thank you! 
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