












1999 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HE 1294

Senate Agriculture Committee

□ Conference Committee

Hearing Date March 19, 1999

Tape Number Side A Side B Meter #

1-5355

Committee Clerk Signature C

Minutes:

SENATOR WANZEK opened the hearing on HB 1294. Committee members present included:

Sens. Wanzek, Klein, Sand, Uriacher, Kinnoin, Kroeplin, and D. Mathem.

REPRESENTATIVE DENNIS RENNER, DISTRICT 31 introduced HB 1294 and proposed

amendments. He explained the amendments. The amendments create a new section 12

regarding the embryo transfer.

SENATOR WANZEK You're saying a person performing an embryo transfer can do that except

in the case where there is prescription drugs being administered.

REPRESENTATIVE RENNER They can do the embryo transfer and if they use these

prescription drugs they have to have a client-veterinarian relationship. If I need to do this

procedure, I have to see the veterinarian and he'll give me the drugs.
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TOM KEIDEL, HOLSTEIN ASSOCIATION testified in support of HB 1294 (see testimony). I

am a dairy farmer who uses the embryo transplant procedure directly on my farm. I raise

Holstein cattle and I have been using the frozen embryo implants on my cattle for the last four

years. It is very easy to learn if you have good AI experience (he gave an example). I encourage

you to pass this bill which will allow me to sell the embryos to other producers and it will allow

me and other layman to implant these embryos without the use of a legalized veterinarian

practitioner.

SHARON CEYNAR, ND RED ANGUS AND BADLANDS RED ANGUS testified in support

of HB 1294. We've been using embryo plantations in our registered Red Angus herd since 1989.

There were no veterinarians and technicians in ND. In order to had our cattle implanted with

embryos, we had to take them to eastern Montana. This became very costly due to the distance

and the boarding of our cattle off the ranch. At this point we used a veterinarian and our results

weren't satisfactory (she told of her experience). In the registered business it is hard to go

forward because of the expenses. For the heifer end of the spectrum, the only way to progress is

through embryology without huge expenses and a lot of gambling. My husband and I both went

to school to leam this practice. It does take a lot of skill and practice to be successful at it. We

feel this is necessary.

SENATOR SAND This is very important to ranchers and their financial viability?

SHARON CEYNAR Yes.

SENATOR WANZEK Today you can artificially inseminate your own cattle but you cannot

transfer an embryo into a donor cow?






































































