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Representative Klein, Chairman of the GYA Committee opened the hearing on January 28, 1999.

Summary of the Bill: Relating t state officer and employee expense reimbursement.

Testimony in Favor:

Representative Kliniske, Appeared before the committee to introduce the bill.

Alan Stenehjem, Executive Director of the ND Hospitality Association submitted written

testimony and amendment of which he read in it's entirety (please refer to his testimony).

Representative Klein, Will the amendment change the fiscal note or are you just relating to those

particular times when it goes along with the hotels. I guess I don't understand when you change

the 6 to 7 and 10 to II on the amendments.
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Stenehjem, The fiscal note was brought up strictly on the road, it does not address the dollar

change for meals.

Representative Kroeber, Adjusted slightly? What does that mean?

Stenchjem, We went from 35 to 39 dollars last session.

Representative Devlin, Is the 75% just a figure or did you have factual numbers? Does the fiscal

note include political subs.?

Stenehjem, Actually the 75% is higher. No it does not include political subs.

Representative Klein, I know where your coming from in some areas. Rates vary for state vs.

federal and city by city.

Representative Hawken, We've got to move ahead in this area. We can't continue to expect them

to continue this for our state employees. Were still even with this, 20 dollars behind.

Representative Thoreson, Is this a really big problem, or a big problem for a few people?

Stenehjem, It's a big problem. It's a matter of business for these establishments to close out dates

to state employees.

Representative Winrich, It's not only a problem for the businesses, it's a problem for state

employees.

Representative Klemin, Well then, 42 dollars really isn't enough either! According to your

testimony.

Stenehjem, We had to come up with a figure and be realistic at the same time. We thought this

would reasonably go through.

Representative Metcalf, Is 3 dollars going to make a difference? 39 to 42.
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Stenehjem, Well the dates will still be blacked out. They won't loose 20 dollars on a room. We

are getting closer and closer to that figure.

Bill Shalhoob, Doublewood Inn stated that when we send state employees out of state, we pay

the actual costs. The federal rate is now 50 dollars plus tax for the whole state of ND. The

problem area for us in the food area is in banquets, by the time we take the tax and gratuity. Were

talking about 4.91 dollars for lunch and 8.19 dollars for dinner. I don't know where people eat

anymore for that.

Darwin Braunagel, Tharaldson Enterprises stated that the 42 dollars would help us a lot more.

Tom Tupa, INDSEA would like to go on record in support of this bill.

Chris Runge, NDPEA stated that her organization also supports this bill and would welcome the

amendment increase of a dollar for lunch and dinner.

Testimony in Opposition: None.

Representative Klein, Closed the hearing on HB 1341.
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Minutes: Representative Klein instructed the committee to take out HE 1341. The problem we

face is all bills with a fiscal note have to be in appropriations by next week. I realize we talked

about a revised fiscal note, so the motion would have to be Do Pass and referred to

appropriations. We are going to go with the way the bill is, no amendment.

Summary of the Bill: Relating to state officer and employee expense reimbursement.

Committee Action:

Representative Thoreson, Made a motion for a Do Pass and referred to appropriations.

Representative Kliniske, Seconded the motion.

Representative Thoreson, I think with the way prices are, that our state employees deserve this.

Representative Hawken, We probably should have been more proactive in the past session when

we had this in front of us then. Maybe we should look at this every session.



Page 2

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

Bill/Resolution Number HB 1341

Hearing Date 1-29-1999

Representative Devlin, What were doing is mandating to political subs. They go by the same

rates. Things are tough in the rural areas

Representative Kliniske, They are not bound to follow this, state rate.

Representative Kroeber, At 39 dollars a night there normal sales rate, they may be getting more

than they normally would. I hope we don't come down to the end of the session and say where

that's for public employees and have to pull that money out of public employees salaries.

Representative Kliniske, It comes down to 875 dollars per year per agency.

Representative Melcalf, I would like to express a frustration with travel when I was involve with

government travel. There were many times when money has been cut off and there was no more

travel. It didn't affect our operation one bit. Maybe the departments can take a look at themselves

and ask if they really need this travel. Police themselves.

Motion Passes: Do Pass 14-1-0.

Representative Cleary, Is the carrier for the bill.


























































