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House Finance and Taxation Committee

Bill/Resolution Number Hb 1492

Hearing Date January 26, 1999

DAN WALD, HAZEN, Testified in support of the bill. He stated he is a private venture

capitalist in Oliver County. Related to an experience where he tried to bring a business to the

city of Fargo, however regulations stopped them ifom taking it there. They took the business to

Colorado Springs, CO., where they were able to finance the business. Related another

experience of trying to bring a company to northwestern North Dakota, ran into problems, and

again, looked at Colorado Springs, CO, where it now exists. This bill can help with some great

opportunities in the state of North Dakota.

CONNIE SPRYNCYNATYK. LEAGUE OF CITIES, Testified in support of the bill. It may

not be a tool that can be used in every community of the state, although it is fully optional.

There are some concerns that the city governing boards have.

DINA BUTCHER. INTERGOVERNMENTAL ASSISTANCE, Testified in a neutral position.

Should this bill pass, we are capable of taking on that charge of reviewing the community plans.

We encourage communities of all sizes to look at strategic planning. We are encouraged, that in

this bill there is an emphasis on communities looking at all of their assets in making plans for

embracing economic development.

BARRY HASTE SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS, STATE TAX DEPARTMENT. Testified

to seek some clarification of the bill. On page 4, line 17, "taxes levied by that city", looking at

that language and trying to harmonize it with the exemptions that are provided for in Section 5

on page 5, it appears that the only property tax exemption that might be available is that

exemption fî om the city tax. If the intent of the legislature is to exempt them from all property

taxes, you might want to remove the words on page 4, line 17.
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JOSEPH BECKER. STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, Testified in a neutral position. Referred to

page 4, line 21, talking about an income tax exemption, I would add that if we want to give the

full benefits to this individual, we need to go into the short form provisions of the law and place

this exemption language in there in some form. As it stands, the short form must be amended to

do that. And; on page 5, line 1, submission of forms and information to the Office of

Intergovernmental Assistance, etc., in that, it is confidential. That presents a problem, in that,

they cannot share that information with our office and vice versa. Page 7, line 4, relative to

exampting all state tax levies, our concern is, how encompassing is that.

With no further testimony, the hearing was closed.

COMMITTEE ACTION 1-26-99, Tape #2, Side B, Meter #9.5

Committee members voiced their concerns regarding the bill.

REP. CLARK Offered to have amendments prepared to cover the concerns of the committee.

The bill will be held for action until the amendments are prepared.

COMMITTEE ACTION 2-3-99, Tape #2, Side A, Meter #27.5

REP. CLARK Presented amendments to the committee prepared by the legislative council.

The amendments would allow a total investment of five million dollars for the renaissance zone.

It would allow for two and a half million any given year. The biggest change was on page 7, line

DONNITA WALD, STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, Appeared before the committee to answer

questions regarding the amendments. Donnita Wald went through the whole set of amendments

and explained what they did.



Page 5

House Finance and Taxation Committee

Bill/Resolution Number Kb 1492

Hearing Date January 26, 1999

REP. CLARK AND REP. WINRICH offered to study the prepared amendments further and

add more amendments because of all of the questions which arose from committee members.

COMMITTEE ACTION 2-8-99, Tape #2, Side A, Meter #22.5

REP. GROSZ Made a motion to adopt the amendments.

REP. GRANDE Second the motion. MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE.

REP. GROSZ Made a motion for a DO PASS AS AMENDED.

REP. GRANDE Second the motion.

Questions arose from committee members regarding Sections 4, 5, and 7 of the bill versus the

amendments. Some of the committee members felt the fiscal impact of the bill would be quite

large.

Donnita Wald, State Tax Department was asked again to appear before the committee to answer

questions regarding the amendments to the bill. The bill was layed aside until Donnita came to

the committee room.

Tape 2, Side A, Meter #37.1

DONNITA WALD Answered questions regarding the amendments.

After a lengthy question and answer period. Rep. Grosz & Rep. Grande withdrew their motions

for a Do Pass As Amended. Committee members were to review the amendments some more

and the bill would be acted on at a later date.
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COMMITTEE ACTION 2-10-99, Tape #1, Side A, Meter 23.8

REP. CLARK Presented amendments which addressed the questions the committee members

had brought up during the last committee work.

REP. CLARK Made a motion to remove the prior amendments which had been adopted.

REP. GRANDE Second the motion. MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE.

REP. CLARK Made a motion to adopt the new proposed amendments.

REP. GRANDE Second the motion. MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE.

REP. GROSZ Made a motion for a DO PASS AS AMENDED.

REP. RENNERFELDT Second the motion. MOTION CARRIED.

10 Yes 4 No 1 Absent

REP. CLARK Was given the floor assignment.




























































































































