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SB2152 relates to the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act, and to repeal
Chapter 14 -14 of the North Dakota Century Code.

SENATOR STENEHJEM opened the hearing on SB2152 at 11:00 A.M.

All were present except Senator Bercier.

JAY BURINGRUD, Secretary, North Dakota Commission on Uniform State Laws, testified to
explain SB2152. Testimony attached. This Commission recommended admission of SB2152.
The primary difference is continuing exclusive jurisdiction. This is not the determination of who
gets custody but what happens when custody is determined by a Court in North Dakota and one
of the parents leave this state, with or without the child, and an action is brought in another state
to enforce that custody determination. What does that other state do? Do they decide themselves

or recognize North Dakota’s decision on custody determination. That is the purpose of this Act
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to enforce the custody determination Orders. This is the Child Custody Jurisdiction and
Enforcement Act. The primary change is the continuing exclusive jurisdiction. It clarifies the
scope of child custody actions. Basically this updates the 1969 law to recognize Federal Parental
Kidnapping Prevention Act.

SENATOR LYSON asked if this would clarify custody battles with tribes.

JAY BURINGRUD stated that there is a provision in this Act to recognize tribal jurisdiction.
It treats a tribe as a state. This Act is only as good among the states that enact it.

SENATOR STENEHJEM asked how many states have adopted this Act.

JAY BURINGRUD stated that there are two, Oklahoma and Alaska. Expect 22 states to adopt
this Act.

SENATOR STENEHJEM CLOSED the hearing on SB2152.

SENATOR TRAYNOR made a Motion for DO PASS, SENATOR WATNE seconded.
SENATOR STENEHJEM will carry the bill.

5-0-1
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2152: Judiciary Committee (Sen. W. Stenehjem, Chairman) recommends DO PASS

(5 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2152 was placed on the
Eleventh order on the calendar.
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JAY BURINGRUD (LC) This replaces a 1969 act, which is NDCC 14-14. This does not affect

child support, only jurisdiction to grant custody. The emergence jurisdiction is only temporary.
The purpose of the bill is to make state law conform to federal law relative to parental

kidnapping.
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REP. HAWKEN moved to add the proposed amendment 2101 to the bill, explaining that this

will put former Rep. Kretschmar on the Commission on Uniform State Laws. Rep. Maragos
seconded and the motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.

REP. MARAGOS moved that the committee recommend that the bill DO PASS AS

AMENDED. Rep. Delmore seconded and the motion passed with 15 ayes, 0 nays and 0 absent.

Rep. DeKrey was assigned to carry the bill on the floor.

































