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SB2300 relates to juvenile court hearings and records.

SENATOR STENEHJEM opened the hearing on SB2300 at 9:40 a. m.

All were present.

SENATOR STENEHJEM testified in support of SB2300. Greg Wallace asked me to introduce

this bill. I think things have changed with our juveniles where we are seeing a greater number of

our juveniles committing more and more serious offenses. The State of Minnesota have opened

all the juvenile court proceedings and records. The abuse and neglect records are also open. The

records in this bill to be opened are juveniles over the age of 14 which could be moved to adult

court with the more serious crimes. I believe the juvenile court system does work.

REPRESENTATIVE MAHONEY testified in support of SB2300. I believe this could make

juveniles more accountable for the more serious crimes.
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GREG WALLACE, Assistant State Court Administrator for Trial Courts, testified in support of

SB2300. Testimony attached.

JACK MCDONALD, North Dakota Newspapers Association, testified in support of SB2300.

The problems that arise in these serious offenses, the public knows what is going on anyway. It

would be a benefit to the public if you could get some accurate information.

LINDA ISAAKSON, Children's Caucus, testified in opposition to SB2300. The Children's

Caucus is divided on this bill. We feel this may open the door to opening all juvenile records.

SENATOR STENEHJEM CLOSED the hearing on SB2300.

February 8, 1999

Discussion.

Tape 1, Side B

SENATOR WATNE made a motion for DO PASS, SENATOR TRAYNOR seconded. Motion

carried. 6-0-0

SENATOR STENEHJEM will carry the bill.
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SB 2300: Judiciary Committee (Sen. W. Stenehjem, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2300 was placed on the
Eleventh order on the calendar.
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Summary of bill: A bill which would remove the cloak of confidentiality in juvenile court

proceedings evolving all issues of juvenile crimes under the age of 14 years old.

Senator Wayne Stenehjem: Dist 42 (Testimony attached)

The crimes that would become open to the public are those of which a juvenile could be

transferred into the adult court. These offenses include murder, or attempted murder, gross sexual

imposition, or attempted gross sexual imposition, or by force, kidnapping, manufacturing or

delivery of controlled substance except for small amounts of marijuana. Mr Chairman, a juvenile

court passage adopted in 1969 is a theory at that time was that any child capable of rehabilitation

therefore it was harmful to the child if all proceedings were open to the public. Since then we've

seen a rising number of juveniles committing more and more serious crimes. Two sessions ago

those of you who were here will recall that topic of Juvenile Justice reforms called for a transfer
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of some of the more serious crimes committed by juveniles into the adult court where

proceedings are open to the public. There is a growing belief that everyone, including minors,

need to held accountable and responsible for the acts that they commit and this bill would call for

that for these serious offenses. Rumors abound and the information that becomes public very

often is in accurate information and is more useful to have the true and correct facts known to the

public. Some surrounding states have taken the kind of steps this bill asks us to take. I would

point to Minnesota which has opened all of its juvenile records. I'm very opposed to opening all

juvenile records for minor crimes. Our Juvenile court system works well and don't want to

change it to much. This is the reason behind the bill.

Rep Gorder: What is the age you mentioned?

Sen Stenehjem: Over 14 years old.

Greg Wallace: Assistant Trail court administrator for the ND Supreme Court. Handed out some

testimony. Senator Stenehjem entered this bill by request of the Supreme Court. He did a good

job of presenting the facts of the bill so won't repeat it.

Rep Cleary: Would it be a good idea to put the emergency clause back in?

Greg Wallace: 1 guess I'm not really sure if we need that as it would have to go back over again

to the Senate and not sure that's good. Truly there are not a lot of kids affected by this bill,

somewheres in the neighbor hood of 20 involuntary transfers to the adult court systems last year.

Sen Stenehjem: No objections to the emergency clause being attached. No problem in the Senate.

Jack McDonald: ND News Paper Assoc. ND Broadcasters Assoc. (Testimony Attached) Felt if

there was a little more open hearing so as accurate facts would get out it would be benefit to the

Juveniles.
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Closed the hearing.. Motion by Rep Sveen for a Do Pas on the emergency clause, second by Rep

Kawkins, no further discussion, Chm DeKrey called the question on a voice vote. Unanimous.

Rep Delmore moved a DO PASS as amended second by Rep Gorder

Vote total YES 13 NO 0 ABSENT 2 Motion carried

Carrier of the bill: Rep Sveen

Late testimony on SB 2300

Anne Summers: ACLU ( Testimony attached)






































