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2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTELE MINUTES
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. HBI1019

House Appropriations Committec
Education and Environment Division

0 Conference Committee

Hearing Date January 16, 2001

Tape Number Side A ~ SideB o Meter tt
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Committee Clerk Signature (J o e (A/{(é’//f o A »
7 b , e

Minutes;

Representatives Aarsvold, Bochm, Gulleson, Martinson, Monson, Wald, Wentz,

Representative Dean Hildebrand: A brief 7 minute overview video, (945) | want to touch

briefly on some of out major concerns, A big issuc is how many non residents do we have in
ND. The other issue will be, “find me a place to hunt™, 1 am going to be asking for five
additional employees, one of which is a GPS, Globul Position Specialist, We now manage 450
lakes with fish, We get requiests for docks, and tish cleaning stations. Wild Life Clubs help
maintain, We put up a 75 pereent cost and the club will do the 25, We need the help of these
Wild Life Clubs, but there is high maintenance, Of course we have more and more requests.

We have 150 fishing tournaments o year, These need to be monitored. These people are here tor
about a week. We have sold 22,000 non resident eense, and not enough places to hunt, You
will see some signs, PLOTS, private land open to the sportsmen. We went (o the people with

CRP contracts, We told them we would pay for their seed or up to 20,00 per acre. But they
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Education and Environment Division
Bill/Resolution Number HB1019
Hearing Date January 16, 2201

would have to open it for walk in hunting, but only for the duration of the contract, This has

been a vital part of our program. We have 120,000 acres and T want to get to 140,000 acres. My

philosophy is | want to pay the land owner for the land we use. This has been a success story for

us. We would like to plant more pheasants in other arcas. We will need to get trees in those

arceas,

2aul Schadewald: (3320) Chief Administrator to Services Division of ND Game and Fish

Department. Sce attached.

Representative Wald: (4275) Will that be on your campus out where you are?

Yaul Schadewald: We are hoping it will be on the Fair property to the East. Continue with

attached.

Representative Wald: (4604) We used to get many complaints about leafy spurge, The

perception being, not enough being done to control weeds, What kind of a program with other
land owners or agencies do you have on the feafy spurge.

Paul Schadewald: We have done major change on that . One of the reasons for that the flea

beetle has been planted, harvested and distributed becetles to neighbors, Some cases we still do
some spraying which is not very effective, It hasn’t taken care of all of it, but is much more
except able. Continue attached.

Representative Gulleson: (5800) Is the over abundance of deer state wide or just in certain
arcas,

Paul Schadewald: Not so much in the Western part of the state, but in the North West and the

Eastern half there are very high levels, We have tried to issue more licenses, See attached

depredation, There is no short casy policy on how you can manage deer.
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Dean Hildebrand: The best way to protect them is to call the Game and Fish Department, We

build hay proof hay yards. We buy the material if they put it up. 1t has been very effective,
Deer do bunch up in the snow. We buy hay from the farmers but they need to distribute it.

Representative Aarsvold: (69) We tried to buy fishing ficense in Minnesota last year, We were

told you had to have certain computer finkages to St. Paul before you could get a license, 1 hope
the Department is not looking to that as a solution to licensing,

Dean Hildebrand: We have many pages on out web site but we also know in rural ND we still

need to deliver services to that customer. So we will continue the paper of licensing,

Representative Wald: (229) People are ready to pay more for license rather than give up the

conveniences, Your personncel, how many have opted to move from the defined benefit

retirement plan to the defined contribution?

Dean Hildebrand: 1 think two. We work very hard to establish a hunter, landowner relationship

ot relationship with Game and Fish Department. The 44 million dollar CREP Program, that goes
directly to the farmers, as well as the CRP Program, With the lake levels we work with the core
of engineers to try to maintamn those levels, That is o real struggle.

Representative Wentz: Doces anyone else wish to appear in opposition of HB1019? Secing none

we will close the hearing on HB1019,
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Lof | X . .

o :,ff, o , T

Committee Clerk Signature | ¢, / /f ' ;//”
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Minutes:
Representatives Aarsvold, Bochm, Gulleson, Martinson, Monson, Wald, Wentz.

Representative Martinson: We did meet with Game and Fish, and our Majority Leader on these

positions. 1t is our recommendation that we keep all of the positions in there, Two pame
watdens, two biologists, and one¢ in information technology. Even if we were to pass this bill as
is they would have a reserve in access of 10 million dollars in their reserve fund. 1 thought Dean
and Paul did a good job of explaining why they needed the biologist, and also the wardens, and
information. Madam Chairman | move that we approve the budget HB 1019 as presented to us.
Representative Bochm: 1 second it.

Representative Wentz: 1t has been moved and seconded that we yecommend the budget as

presented to us to the full committee, Representative Martinson you will carry it to the full

committee,
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The roll call vote 7 yes, 0 no on HB1019. Representatives Aarsvold, Bochm, Gulleson,

Mattinson, Monson, Wald, Wentz,
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Committee Clerk Signature R

Minutes;

ACTION ON HB 1019,

‘ Rep. Bob Martinson: HBI1019 is the appropriation tor the Game and Fish Department, these are .
all special funds that are no general fund dollars in this bill, The committee passed it out just as it
was presented to us, and Governor Hoeven increased the Schafer budget by $200,000, and that
$200,000 dollars is to go to the agriculture department as a grant to match federal money to
control skunks, coyotes, beavers and other animals of that type. The appropriation calls for
adding § FTE’s, one is o biologist for game habitat and works with the cover lock initiative
which provides for a 20 acre block of habitat for animals, That’s the biologist position, the other
is a biologist position for fish, there is a computer and network specialist position that will do
mapping and GPS and eicctronic survey type things for water surveys and nesting habitat and

then they add two FTE’s for game warden’s,

Rep. Mike Timm: Any questions for Rep, Martinson?
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Rep. Kim Koppelman: Was there any indication as to why the additional game wardens are
needed?

Response: Well, yes, because there are people out there that are doing things that they shouldn't
be doing. They haven't added any game wardens in quite some time, and hunting and fishing is a
really big opportunity in the industry in North Dakota and it brings in a lot of revenue, {1s a big
industry and they need more people to police it.

Rep. Bob Skarphol:lt says it provides {unding for the Dept. Of Agriculture in the amount of
$68,000 for veterinary services, and 1I'm working on that particular budget and 'm just a fittle
curious, Could you enlighten me on that?

Response: No, | cannot

Rep, Mike Timm: Is that something to do with that one program called cover lock? Response
was no., Was it $58,000. No. It was $68,000,

Joe Morrissette, Legislative Councll, That is $68,000 that the Game and Fish Dept. Uses to
contract with the Board of Animal Health for vetetinary services, But I'm not sure of what
instances they would have to use that,

Rep. Ole Aarsvold: | know that they share responsibilities with the Ag. Dept. foi non typicul
livestock, Elk, Buffalo, and that sort of thing, so it would be my guess that they are using
veterinary services for that purpose, and that would hccount for that $68,000.

Rep. Bob Martinson: I would move a DO PASS on HB1019 as presented, Scconded by Rep,
Wald,

Rep. deff Delzer: On the $50,000 for noxious weeds, I don’t have a problem with that but did

they give you any kind of infortnation if they are contracting with counties, county weed boards,
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and how many acres did they expect to do with this and is this infact enough to cover what they
don’t think their covering?

Rep. Bob Martinson: Yes they do work with the counties, T don’t know how many acres and
I’'m sure they could use more money,

Rep. Mike Timm: [ts probably noxious weeds on game refuge’s.

Rep. Jefd Delzer: This is one of the issues that people are quite upset about, is the fact that we
bugged all the time about noxious weeds, and yet we see Game and Fish land that doesn't have it
and its more U.S. Problem than it is a state problem. 1 don’t have a problem with it, 1 just
wondering how much more they were hoping to do and where they were going at.

Rep. Francis Wald: T asked that same question at the hearing and if ] can reeall somewhat
correctly, the commissioner said that yes they work with county weed boards and other people
interested in particularly feafy splurge. 1 was saticfizd at the hearing on their effort at weed
control was satisfactory and their doing as much as they possibly can.

Rep. Bob Skarphol: One follow up question to Rep.Delzer's question. What kind of acreage
does Game and Fish control or have oversight over?

Rep. Bob Martinson: | don’t have the answer, but I will call Game and Fish and get the answer
to this question and the other that was asked.

Rep. Rex Byerly: On the capital improvements line item, the cover locks program is 1.2 Million,
is considered in that line item that's for capital improvements?

Rep. Bob Martinson: That capital improvements ling includes $684,000 for extra ordinary
repairs spread out through different areas. And $275,000 for the construction of the storage

building and sccure storage yard , and $340,000 for habitat improvement projects,

Rep, Mike Thmm: Any other discussion? We have a motion,
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We will take the roll on HB1019. DO PASS

YES (20) NO (0) ABSENT (1)

Motion Passes.

Rep. Martinson will carry the bill to the House Floor,
Action on HB1019 is completed.

End tape at 2840,
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Minutes:

Senator Nething opened the hearing on HB 1019, ND Game & Fish Department.

Dean Hildebrand, Director of the ND Game and Fish Department, gave a slide presentation,
handed out numerous magazines and stated his testimony was in the ND Outdoors Magazine
(attached), pages 12-14, 2000 Overview, copies attached. Pages are on Public Service, Capital
Improvements, 2001 Game and Fish Budget, CARA Recap, and Grassland Management,

Paul Schadewald, Chicf of Administrative Services, testified on the budget (testimony attached),

Scnator Solberg: Your amendmient request, was this addressed in the House?

Paul Schadewald: By error it was not attached and was not amended in the House,

Senator Solberg: Hunters that hunt waterfall, do they come back to hunt decr; there has been

extensive damage done by thie deer population in the last couple of months; how can we control

this?
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Dean Lildebrand: There is o 80% ratio on deer and too many make it through the winder as they
group together and we try to monitor these areas,

Senator Andrist: What is the supply of deer licenses for out of state hunters for the 196?

Dean Hildebrand: The NI bunter is very contentious with waterfull hunters: the out of state
hunters or 1% of the licenses sold in NI is mandated by fegislution. "This really needs to be
opened up; there is no restriction for out of state deer bow hunters, Only atlowed with outfitters,

Sengtor Robinsen: When is your next auction for conliscited items?

Paul Sehadewald: This is an annual auction; it is not scheduled, it depends on supplies: this is on
our web page when scheduled.

Senator Thane: s the slide presentation to showed to the committee availuble to the public?

Dean Hildebrand: Yes, as many as you neced.

Dean Hildebrand: Also I would like to state to the committee that our department has fost a ot

of employces to other agencies because of wages.

Scnator Nething: Explain the $200,000 amendments?

Dean Hildebrand: For hunter education; this is volunteered with great support.

With no opposition, the hearing was closed. Tape #2, Side A, meter 21.8




Page 3

Senate Approprintions Commitiee
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3.28-01 Full Committee Action (Tape #1, Side A, Meter # 20.0-27.0)

Senator Nething reopened the hearing on HB1O1Y - State Game and IFish Department, Revies
and discussion followed by Senator Nething submitting proposed amendment f{lX()l‘).(H(H s
were requested as a result of the hearing, Discussion; Senutor Bowman moved the amendments
be adopted; Senator Solberg seconded. Discussion: Senator Bowman moved a DO PASS AS
AMUENDED; seconded by Senator Robinson. Discussions call for the vote, Roll Call Vote: 14
yes: 0 no; 0 absent and not voting,

Senator Robinson geeepted the floor assignment,




Office of Management and Budget
Junuary 16, 2001

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILE NO. 1019
Page 1, line 20, replace “200,000™ with "400,000™
Page 1, line 22, replace “$34,719,641" with “$34,919,641"

Page 2, line 18, replace $200,000™ with “$400,000"

Renumber accordingly

Statemoent of purpose of amendment:
To increase the wildlife services special line item by $200,000 of special funds,




18019.0101 Prepared by the Legisiative Council stalf for
Title. Senate Appropriations
Fiscal No. 1 March 28, 2001

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BIL.L NO. 1019

Page 1, line 20, replace "200,000" with "400,000"
Page 1, lino 22, replace "C4,719,641" with "34,919,641"

Page 2, line 18, replace "$200,000" with "$400,000"

Renumber accordingly

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:
House BIll No, 1019 - Game and Fish Department - Senate Action

EXECUT.VE HOUSE SENATE SENATE

BUDGET VEASION CHANGES VERSION
Salaries and wages $13.885.069 $12,869.069 $13,8890,059
Qporating expenses 8,320,714 8,320,714 8,320,714
Equipment 793,606 703,606 793,605
Capital improvements 1,269,468 1,260,488 1,259,486
Qranis 3,678,060 1,678,050 3,678,050
Noxlous weed control 260,000 260,000 250,000
Land habitat and deer 4,738,478 4,738,476 4,738,476

depredation

Qrants, gilts, and donations 150,000 150,000 160,000
Nongame wildille conservation 120,000 120,000 120,000
Waterbank program 200,000 200,000 200,000
Wildlife sarvices 200,000 200,000 $200,000 400,000
Lonetree reservolr 1,220,351 1,220,381 N, 1,220,351
Total all tunds $34.,710,641 $34,719,641 $200,000 $34,910,641
Lose estimated income 34,719,641 34,719,641 200,000 34,919 641
Qeneral lund $0 $0 $0 $0
FTE 138.00 138.00 0.00 136.00

Dept. 720 - Game and Fish Department - Detall of Senate Changes
ADD FUNDING

FOR WILDLIFE  TOTAL SENATE
SERVICES! CHANGES
Salarles and wages
Oparating exponsas
Equipment
Capital improvements
Grants

Noxious weed control

Land habitat and deet
depradalion

Grants, gifts, and donalions

Nongarne wildlife conservalion

Waterbank program

Wildlife services $200.000 $200,000
{onelree reservoir . e
Total all lunds $200.000 $200.000
Loss eslimated income 200,000 200,000
General lund $0 $0
FTE 0.00 0.00
1 The Senale amendment adds $200,000 from the game and fish fund to the wildlile sarvices line item 1o provide a total of $400.000. as
tacommendad in the Hoaven budget recommendation.

Page No. 1 18019.0101

T e
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REPORT OF 8TANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: 8R-65-7077

March 29, 2001 9:21 a.m, Carrler: Robinson
ingert LC: 18016.0101 Title: .0200

REPORT OF BTANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1019: Appropriations  Committee  (Sen. Nething,  Chalrman)  rocommands
AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and whon so amonded, recomimends DO PASS
(14 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1019 was placed on the

Sixth order on the calendar.
Pago 1, line 20, replaco "200,000" with "400,000"
Page 1, line 22, replace "34,7 19,641" with "34,919.641"
Page 2, lino 18, replace "$200,000" with "$400,000"
Renumber accordingly
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

House Bili No. 1018 - Game and Fish Department - Senate Action

EXECUTIVE HOUSL SENATY SENATLL
BUOaE! VLHSION GHANGES VERSION
Salatios and wagos $13.481,060 $13.8849.0060 $13.889.069
Qpotaling exponsos 8,320,714 H.320.714 #.320,714
Equipmant 743,605 743,605 793504
sapilal improyvomuonty 1,259,486 1,209.488 1,253,486
Chrants 3.4578.050 3578060 4578060
Noxlous waod conlrol 2h0.000 250,000 260,000
Land habital acd deor 4,738,476 4738476 4,738,476
doplradution
Grants, gifts, and -ionations 150,000 150,000 160,000
Nongame wildlifo consuivation 120,000 120,000 120,000
Walaribank program 200,000 200,000 200,000
Wildlilo sorvicos 200,000 200.000 $200.000 400,000
l.onelroe roservoir 1,220 364 1,220,361 . 1,220,351
Total all lunds $34,710.0414 $34,719.641 $200.000 $34.0919.G41
Less rutimatad incomo 34,719,641 34,719.643 200,000 34,019,641
Gones fund $0 $0 $0 $0
FTE 136.00 136.00 0.00 136.00

Dept. 720 - Game and Fish Department - Detall of Senate Changes

ADD FUNDING
FORWILDLIFE  TOTAL SENATE
SERVICES ChHANGES

Safarles and wages

Oparaling expenses

Equipment

Capital improvements

Grants

Noxious weed conlrol

Land habitat and deer
depredation

Qrants, glits, and donations

Nongame wildlile consarvalion

Waterbank program

Wildlife services $200,000 $200.000
Lonetreo resarvolr e e
Total ali funds $200,000 $200,000
L.ess estimated Income 200,004 200,000
QGaneral fund $0 $0
FTE 0.00 0.00

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 SR-65.7077




REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) Module No: 8R-58-7077

March 29, 2001 9:21 a.m, Carrier: Robinson
insert LC: 18019.0101 Title: .0200

V(e Senite amensment adds $200.000 tom ho gamo and fish gt the witdblo Letviees it e o poovio a tolig U

rocomnnundod 1 fha Hoayen budgat tucottiiendation

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 2 SR-55-7077
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Fropared by Ihe North Dakota Logisiative Council
staff for Houso Appropriations - Education and

Environmaont Division
Junuary 16, 2001

.mtmom 720 - Game and Fish Department
use Bl No. 1019

FTE Positions Genoral Fund Other Funds Total
2001-03 Schaler Exocutlve Budgot 136.00 $34,710,641 $34,710,041
1000-2001 Legislative Appropriations - 131.00 ‘ ‘ 30,678,762 30,678,752
Increase (Docroase) 5.00 $0 $4.140,860 $4,140,880
2001-03 Houven Execulive Budget 13600 o Asen $34,910,641
Hoaven Incroase (Dacronsa) (o Schaler 0.00 $0 $200,000 $200,000

'The 1999-2001 appropriation amounts include $70,426 of othor funds for the agency's share of the $6.4 million funding poo
appropriated to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for epacial market equity adjustmants for classified employoos and
$2,200 of uther funds for the agency’s share of tho $1.4 million funding pool appropriated 1o OMB for asslsling agoncies in providing
$36 per month minlmum salary Increases In July 1899 and July 2000, The 18992001 approprialion amounts do not include
additlonal other funds spending authority of $177,364 carried over from the 1697-09 biennlum for capilal projocts.

Major 8chafer Recommendations Affecting Game and Flsh Department 2001-03 Budgat

General Fund Other Funds Total
1. Provides funding for salary adjustments, In additlon to the executiva §7,374 $7.374
budget compensation package, to Increase salarles to new pay range
minimums established by Central Personnal.
Increases the operating expenses line item from $7,778,014 to
$8,320,714 to reflect the following changes:
Increases funding for utitities from $213,000 to $253,000 $40,000 $40,000
Increasus funding for information technology --data processing from 90,663 00,563
$222,447 to $313,000
increasas funding for information technology--softwat 3 and supplies 70,000 70,000
from $67,000 to $137,000
Decreases funding for operating fees and servi:es from $709,049 to (161,600) (151,600)
$667,449
Decreases funding for repalirs from $252,800 to $212,900 {40,000) (40,000)
Increases funding for Inflationary increasis In various costs, 350,000 350,000
including State Fleet services
Increases from $100,000 to $200,0¢0 the amount of indirect cost 100,000 100,000
reimbursement paid by the depariment
Other 82,747 82,747
Total recommended changes $541,700 $541,700
3. Adds 1 FTE biologist Il and provides the following amounts for the
department's proposed coverlocks Initlative. (The proposed coverlocks
program will provide landowner incentives to establish 20-acre blocks
of winter habitat and provide a 30-year public easement on the quarter
sectlon contalning the coveriock habitat.)
Salarles and wages (land habitat and deer depredation line item) $81,876 $81,876
Operating expenses (land habltat and deer depredation line item) 1,118,195 1,118,195
Equipment {land habitat and deer depredation line item) 4,000 4,000
Total recommended appropriation $1,204,071 $1,204,071




QGeneral Fund Other Funds Total
4. Adds 1 FTE computar and network speciallst Il and provides tho
following amounts to coordinate the depariment’s use of gaographic
{nformation systeme data and technology:

Salaries and wagos $80,206 $60 209
Oparating expunses 3.000 3.000
Equipment 5,000 5,000
Total recommendoed approprintion $01,205 $01.200

B. Incroases the grants, gifts, and donations line ltem from $100,000 to $50.000 $50,000
$160,000 to allow the dapartment to accept and spord 50 percent moro
for apacial projects financed with funds from those sources.

8. Adds 1 FTE blologist (It and provides the following amounts for the
department's proposad aqualle habitat Improvomenl initintivo:

Salarios and wagos $80.620 $80.620
Opaorating expenses 35,700 36,700
Equipmaent 5,000 5.0a0
Capflal Iimprovements 340,000 340,000
Crants 51,000 $1.,000
Land habitat ar deer dapredation ine itom 400,000 400,000
Total racommended appropriation B $051,229 $0H1.220
7. Decreusos from $248,760 to $80,000 the amount provided to the Parks ($168,760) ($168,760)
and Recreatlon Depariment; $80,000 for costs incurred in cleaning and
maintaining fish ¢leaning stations, boat ramps, and vaull toilets (no
change trom the nmount appropriated for the 1899-2001 blennium for
this purpose); and $0 for boat ramp repalrs al state parks. The
1608-2001 appropriation included $168,760 for the Parks and
Recrealion Departmaent for boat ramp repairs al Luke Sakakawea and
Lewls and Clark State Parks.
. Adds 2 FTE game warden || positions and provides the foliowing
amounts for the enforcement divislon:
Salarles and wages $162,462 $162.462
Operating expenses 50,000 50,000
Equipment 12,000 12,000
Total recommended approprlation $224,462 $224,452
8. Increases funding for noxlous weed control by 256 percent, from $60,000 $50,000
$200,000 to $250,000 to reflact increased costs for chemical and
blological control methods.
10. Increases funding for the land habitat and deer depredation fine item {o $660,000 $650,000
enhance the departmant’s private land habitat programs.
11, Increases from $45,000 to $68,000 the amount provided to the $23,000 $23,000

Department of Agriculture for veterinary services utllized by the Game
and Fish Department,

12. Increases the wildlife services line item from $100,000 to $200,000 and $100,000 $100,000

provides that the $200,000 is for a grant to the Department of

Agriculture to replace $:200,000 of general fund appropriation authority

previously provided for the Department of Agriculture's wildlife services

line item. (The Game and Fish Department's wildilfe services line item

was previously used to directly relmburse the United States Depariment

of Agriculture - Wildiife Services Agency for animal contro! services and

was not provided as a grant to the Department of Agriculture.)

13. Provides $200,000 for the waterbank program (no change from the $0
amount approprlated for the 1869-2001 blennium).

$0




Qeneral Fund Other Punds Total
14. Provides $1,209.486 for ¢ “nital improvements, a decrease of $342,636
compared to the 1909-20u1 u. "nium appropriation of $1,042,12:.
Extraordinary repalrs $684.,480 $604.486
Consiruction of a slorago bullding and secure storage yard in the 275,000 275,000
Bismarck area
Aquatic habitat improvement projects 340,000 » 340,000
Total recommonded appropriation $1.200,480 $1.200,480

M.jor Hoeven Recommundations Affecting Game and Fish Department 2001-03 Budget
Compared to the Bll as Introduced (8chafer Budgot)

Qeneral Fund Other Funds Total
1. Incroases the wildlife servicas lina item by an additional $200,000 $200.,000 < $200,000
($100,000 incroase inciuded in the Schafer recommandation), from
$100,000 In 1969-2001 to $400,000 in 2001-03, for a grant (o the v
Depariment of Agriculture. (The Game and Fish Doparimant’s wildlife .

sorvicos line item was previously used to directly reimburse the Unitod
States Department of Agriculture - Wildlife Services Agency for animal
control sarvicas and was not provided as a grant to the Departmant of

Agricullure.)
Major Leglslation Affecting the Game and Fish Department

Sonate Bill No. 2026 - This bill directs the Game and Fish Department to establish a doerproof hay yard program al no cost 10

landowners.
Senate Bill No. 2081 - This bill requlres an applicant for a motorboat license lo provido proof of payment of sales or use tax, of proof
that the purchase of the motorboat was through a casual salo and is exempt from sates and uso tax.

Scnate BHI No. 2170 « This bill aliows all nonresident youth hunters to purchase a rosldont small gamo hunling liconse.




Department 720 - Game and Fish Department

.House Bill No. 1019

Hreparod by the North Dakold Leqgisising e Counal
slaff for Senate Appropaations
February 13, 2001

FTE Poslitions General Fund

2001-03 Schafor Exacutive Budget 136.00

1999-2001 Leyislative Appropriations 131.00

Incraase (Decreasa) 5.00 .
2001-03 Hoeven Executive Budget 1300 _

Hoeven Increase (Decreasea) to Schafer 0.00 40

T R T T Prarr e

s o e e

Other Funds

$34,719.64 1
1 40.578,752
$4,140,889

Total
$34.719.641

30.578,752°

$4,140 889

S e et me e oo rewerammes e e

$34.919,641
$200,000

S T e

334,019,641

TRT ST AN RTINS T nnT

"The 19942001 appropriation amounts Include $70,426 of other funds for the agency s share of the $5.4 million funding pool
appropriated to the Office of Management and Budgel (OMB) for special mark ot couly agjusimuents for classificd employces and
$2.290 of other funds for the agency's share of the $1.4 million funding poot approprates to CAEB for assisting agencies n providing
$35 per momh minimum salary Increases In July 1999 and July 2000. The 19992001 approptialon amounts do notinglude
addilional olher fupds spending authority of $177,364 carried over from the 192704 bictnwm for capilal projects.

Major Schafer Recommendations Affecting Game and Fish Department 2001-03 Budget

General Fund

1. Provides funding for salary adjustments, in addition o the executive
budget compensation package, {o increase salaries to new pay range

miinimums established by Central Personnel.

2. Increases the operating expensas line item from $7,779,014 to

$8,320,714 to refiect the following changes:

Increases funding for utiiities from $213,000 to $253,000

Increases funding for Information technolagy--data processing from
$222.447 to $313,000

Increases funding for information technology--software and supplies
from $67,000 to $137,000

Decreases funding for operating tees and servicas from $709,049 to
$5657,449

Pecreases funding for repairs from $252,900 lo $212,900

Increases funding for inflationary Increases in various costs,
including State Flaet services

ihcreases from $100,000 to $200,000 the amount of Indiract cost
raimbursement paid by the department

Othar
Total recommended changes

3. Adds 1 FTE biologist || and provides the following amounts for the
depattment’s proposed coverlocks Initiative, (The proposad coverlocks
program will provide landowner Incentlves 1o establish 20-acre blocks
of winlor habital and provide a 30-year public sasement on the quarter

seclion conlaining the coverlock habitat.)

Salarias and wages (land habltat and deer depredation line item)
Operating axpanses (land habital and dour depredation line itam)
Equipment (land habital and deer dopredation ling item)

Tolsl tecommended appropriation

Other Funds
$7.374

$40,000
90,553

Total
$7.374

$40,000
90,553

70,000 70.000
(151,600) (151,600)
(40,000) {40,000)
350,000 350,000
100,000 100,000

B4y - B2747
$541.700 _$641.700
$81,876 $H1.876
1,118.195 1118,195

- 4000 4,000
204,071 ST 71
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9.

10.

11.

12,

Adds 1 FTE computer and netwark specialist It and provides the
following amounts 1o coordinate the depanmaent’s use of geographic
information systems data and technology:

Salaries and wages
Operaling expenses
Equipmant

Total recommended appropriation

Increases tha grants, gifts, and donations line ilem from $100.000 to
$150,000 to allow tha department 1o accepl and spend 50 percent more
for special projects financed with funds from those sources.

Adds 1 FTE biologist {lt and provides the following amounts for the
depariment's proposed aquatic habilat improvement iniliative:

Salarigs and wages

Operating expenses

Equipment

Capilal improvements

Granis

L.and habilat and deer depredalion jine item

Total recommended appropriation

Decreases from $248,750 to $80,000 the atmount provided 1o the Parks
and Racreation Department; $80,000 for custs incurred in cleaning and
maintaining fish cleaning stations, baat ramps, and vault toilels (no
change from the amount appropriated for the: 1094-2001 hiennium for
this purpose); and $0 for boat ramp repairs al state parks. The
1999-2001 appropristion included $168,750 for the: Parks and
Racreation Department for boal ramp repaire ot | ake Sokakawea arid
Lewis and Clark State Parks,

Adds 2 FTE game warden Ul positions and provides the following
amounts for the enforcemaent division:

Salaties and wages
Opersting expenses
Equipment

Total recommended appropriation

(ncroases funding for noxious weed control by 26 percent. from
$200,000 to $250,000 to refiect incicased costs (or chemical and
blologicat control methods.

Increasas funding for the land habitat and deer depredation line item {0
onhance the Japartmant's privale land habital programs.

Incraases from $45,000 to $68,000 the amount provided lo the
Dapartmant of Agriculture for veterinary services utilized by the Game
and Fish Department.

Increases the wildlife services line item ftom $100,000 to $200,000 and
provides that the $200,000 is for a grant to the Depariment of
Agriculture 1o replace $200,000 of general fund appropriation authority
proviously provided for the Department of Agricullure's wildlife services
fine item. (Tha Game and Fish Cepartment’s wildlife services line item
was previously used to directly reimburse the United Statas Department
of Agriculture - Wildlife Services Agoney for animal conlrol services and
was not provided as a grant 10 the Depaiiment of Agriculture.)

. Providos $200,000 for the waterbank program (no change from Lhe

amount appropriated for the 1999-2001 biennivm).

General Fund

Other Funds

380,295
6.000
5,000

~ $91.295

$50.000

$89.529
35,700
5,000
340,000
81.000
400,000

$951.229

($168,750)

$162,452
50,000
... 12.000

$224,452

Total

SH(/.‘.??*
6.
5(.‘(}\/

91 2an
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450 0N

ua ey
35,200
5.000
340,000
K1 000
400,000

Sant ey

($168,750)

0
Gz Ay
By i
AR

. 52?'1.'5,"!2

$50,000

$650.000

$23.000¢

$100,000

$0

$H0 000

S650.000

$23.000

100 000
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General Fund Other Funds Total

14. Provides $1,299,486 for capital improvements, a decrease of $342,636
compared to the 1999-2001 biennium appropriation of $1,642,122:

Extraoedinary repairs 3684480 SLB4 486
. Construction of a slorage building and secure storage yard in the 275,000 275.00C

Bismarck area

Aquatic habitat improvement projects 340,000 340,000

Total recommended appropriation $1,299486  $1.299.486

Major Hoeven Racommendations Affecting Game and Fish Department 2001-03 8udget
Compared to the Blll as Introduced (Schafer Budget)

General Fund Other Funds Total
1. Increases the wildlife services line item by an additional $200,000 2200.000 SNt nng
($100.000 Increase included in the Schaler recommendation), from
$100,000 in 1999-2001 to $400,000 in 2001-03, for a grant to the
Nepariment of Agricullure. (The Game and Fish Depariment's wildlife
services lina item was previously used 1o directly reimburse the United
States Depariment of Agricullure - Wildlife Services Agency for animal
control services and was nol provided as a granl to the Depariment of
Agriculture.) {(The House did nol increase the wildlife services line item,
as recommanded in the Hoeven budget.)

Major Legislation Affecting the Game and Fish Department
House BIll No, 1269 - This bill eetablishes nonresident walerfowl hunling zones in North Dakola and limits the numbaet of inenses o
be Issued in each zone. The fiscal note iIndicates a $760,000 reduclion in other funds revenue for the Game and Fish Department {or
the 2001-03 biennium,
House Bill No, 1272 - This bill allows a gratis deer hunting license to bo used in the entire hunting unit in which the tandowner's
properly Is located. The fiscal note indiwatles a $280,000 reduction in other funds revenue for the Game and Fish Department far the
2001-03 blennium.
House BIil No, 1468 - This bill increases fees and changes the licensing structure for nonresident hunting and fishing licenses. The
iscal note Indicates one-lime: other funds expenditures of $5,000 for reprinling 2004 small game stamps and additional other funds
ravenue of $760,000 for the 2001-03 biennium.,

Senate BHlI No. 2025 - This bill direcls the Game and Fish Depariment to eslablish a deerproof hay yard program al no sost to
landowners. Tha fiscal nole indicales additional other funds expenditures of $10,000 per biennium, This bill has passed the Senate.

Senate 8ili No, 2178 - This bill enacls the Interstate Wildlife Compact, The fiscal nole indicates additional other funds expenditures of
$5,000 per biennium. This bill has passed the Senale.

Senate Bill No. 2394 - The bill eslablishes annual licanse fees for outfitters and guides and requires that landowners charging a fee
for hunting access on their land possuss an outfitler's license and a sales tax permit. The fiscal nole indicales that the fiscal impact

cannot ba determined.

Summary of Leglslative Changes to BlIl as Introduced

Sea attached Statement of Purpose of Amandment,




TATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF AMENDMENT:

fouse Bill No. 1019 - Funding Summary

02 )0l

Exccutlve Huuse House
Budget Changes Version
Gatne and Fish Department
Sularies and wages $13,889.059 L1 REN DS
Opersting expenses 8320714 RA20.714
Faipment 793,505 101404
Caplal improyements 1,259,486 IS0 dRG
Granls 31,878,050 LAY D0
Noxious weed control 250,000 Yoo
L ind habuat & deer 4738476 738470
deprednlion
Grants, gHls. and donations 150,000 |20 10
Nonganie wildlife 120.000 I 2000010
conservation
Witerbank program 200,000 RN
Wildhife services 200,000 200 400
Lonetree reservenr 1,220,351 122035
Fotal afl funds TTTRIYeN T W SERITIRS
Less estithiuted tcame o Hnyen Y A R
General fund $0 &t L1
VI 136 00 50N bafon
B3l Total
Iotad ) Tunds $34.719,641 S Sl Tt
Less estimated weame .u-_.“.};'_-l'.‘;’_-.’i'_’l o L [RANKIRY
Oenerad fund $0 L0 Y
FIY: 136 00 non | A th €

fHouse Bill No. 1019 - Ganie and Fish Department - House Action

The House did not change the Schafer exceutive budget recommendation for the Gisme and Fish Department. Governor Hoeven
proposed increasing the department’s wildlife services line item by $200.000 from the gisme and fish fund - The House version does

not include this change.

HE Y




“VARIETY IN HUNTING AND FISHING"

'DAKOTA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT.!

100 NORTH 81SMAHCK EXPRESSWAY  BiSMARCK, NORTIH LAKOTA 585015095 PHORE 201-328-6300  FAX 701328 0352

February 15, 2001

2001-2003 Appropriation Request
North Dakota Game and Fish Department

The Came and Fish Department is a special fund agency using only
hunting, fishing, and boat license revenue and federal funding.
The total budget request is $34,719,641. This is an increase of
$3,963,525(12.9%) from the 1999-2001 appropriation. Department
accounts will eagily support this level of funding. This request
includes the following amounts:

Game and Fish Fund 531,959,641
Nongame Wildlife IFund 560,000
Private Land Habitat Fund $2,700,000

Appropriation Total $34,719,641

: . , 1
/’/?m (. SC' //"’6'/6%/.’ /(./

Fund Balances - fund balance projectiong are as follows:

6/30/99 6/30/01 6/30/2003

Game and Fish Fund $16,563,8%4 $16,700,000 $13,100,000
Private Land Habitat Fund $2,112,959 2,100,000 $1,900,000
Non-Game Wildlife Fund $30,560 55,600 $1,500
»
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Revenue - Federal revenue is expected to be as

Federal Aid in Wildl
Federal Aid in Sport
Recreational Boating

ife Restoration Act
Fish Restoration Act
safety Program

Bureau of Reclamation(Lonetrec)

State Revenue by Fun

Total Federal Revenue

d:

Game and Fish Fund (Licenses + Misc.)

private Land Habitat
Nongame Wildlife Fun

rund
d (Donat ions)

Total State Revenue

Total All Revenuse

follows:

$5,381,715
&5,396, 790

$739,084
$1,200,000

$12,698,238

5 6'7%,000

15,

2,700,000
575,000

$18,450,000

$31,167,589




2%

-

Fishing Related-State
$3,500,000 11

Federal Aid-Fish
$6.135.874 19.7%

Federal Aid-Wildlife

$6.581,715 21.1%

Private Land
$2.700.000 8.7%
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Total = $31,167,589
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5
Items of Special Interest

Brief details on the budgets for the Department's five
Jdivigions are presented below. Major new items include funding
lor two new game warden positions, $1,200,000 for the CoverLocks
prrivate land habitat program and $1,000,000 for an Aguatic
Habitat Improvement Program.

|. Administrative Services Division Budget - Costs in this
pivision include the following:

*Secretarial support for all Divisions

*Licensing section costs

*Accounting costs

*All Department utility, telephone, office rental,
janitorial, office supply, insurance, postage, air
craft costs, office machine rental, and other similar
cogts.

*Legal services

*Costs for the Game and Fish Advisory Board

*In Lieu of Tax payments for all Department lands-
$900,000

*North Dakota Wetland Trust funding-$25,000

*Costs for the Director, Deputy Director, Administrat-

ive Services Division Chief, Data Processing Coordina-

tors and Planner.

*Capital improvement tunds for office and shop facili
ties-5149, 944

*The Department Donation account-3150,000

rStatewide Cost Allocation-$100,000

*CoverLocks Private Land Habitat Program - $1,200,000

rhe Administrative Services Division budget is increased 10% from
1v99-2001, The major, most significant increase is the addition
af 81,200,000 for the Department's CoverLocks program, Inflation-
ary lncreases are included in the operating expense line for

| ravel, tax payments and printing. A Geographic Information
dystem(GIS) position is included to direct the Department's use
wff this new technology.

(‘overLocks Program = $1,200,000 from the Game and Fish Operating
ffund .

voverLoeks for Conservation ig a private lands regident wildlife
winter habitat project under the North Dakota Game and igh
hepartment 's new Misgions in Woodland Habitats program. Cover-
locks addresses the need for winter habitats in the form of
l0-acre blocks that include heavy winter tree block plantings,
herbaceous cover and winter food, dstablighment of 1,000 Cove-

| Locks  on 8ix EPA-319 watersheds in south-central and southwest-
crn North Dakota will further enhance proposed EPA land-uge
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practices or thosge watersheds. These areas have beoen iaentified
ag needing treatments to improve water quality through reduction
in sedimentation and chemical and animal waste runoff while at
the same time adding long-term, high guality wildlife habitat to
the landscape.

This project unveils new producer incentives to participation in
return for a 30-year use easement on the 20 acre Coverlbock along
with the right of public access on the cntire gquarter section on
which the CoverLock sits for the same 30 years. Coverbocks
answer to the concerns of private lands public access in exchange
for realistic producer compensation for such rights aleng with
the development of high guality wildlife habitat on private
lands. It is the Department's view that the future of North
Dakota'y wildlife regources is on private lands,

The estimated $44 million dollur project proposed by the ND Came
and Fish Department - covering an establishment time line of 15

years - seecksg federal cost-share dollars from USDA's Conscrva-

tion Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). We anticipate a posi-

tive decision on this CREP applicatirn pricor to the start o the
next legislative session.

00 provides the match that we anticipate will bae needed for the
CREP funds. Financial commitments are cubject to availability
of both federal and state funds. Federal dollars continue only
with the continuation of the CREP program in future farm bills,
while state dollars can be appropriated only biennially by the ND
legislature.

The Department's request for a bicmaal apmopriation of 51,200,0 (

This request includes funding for one position to help adwinister
this program. Working with a large number of landowners is very
labor intensive. Additional gtaff ¢ needed to implement this
program,

The funds for this $1,200,000 portion of the Private Land Habitat
and Depredation program are to come from Game and Fish Department
Fund, not the Private Land Habitat Fund. 'The Gawme and Fish
Department Fund hag a high balance. Thir is a good program for
thig funding.

2, Fisheries Divigion Budget - Thiy program includes [ish produc-

tion and digtribution, fishery research and surveys, and fiszhing

area and boating facility development and maintenance. Thisg

divigion budget 1s increased by 26%. hAlmost $1,000,000 of thig
increase is for the Aquatic Habitat/Save Our Lakes program

described below, This increase includes the addition of one FI'E
position to do this work. Grants are used for cost sharing with (
lJocal governments on fishing and boating facilities and to pay '




the department's share of costs for the Garrison bam National
Figsh Hatchery. Grants are also used for creel survey and other
fisheries management work. Capital improvements ave used for
fishing and boating facilities on Department managed lands. The
Department receives 75% federal funding for most of the work in
thig division. In some cases the Z5% match comes from local
partners such as park boards.

AQUATIC HABITAT/SAVE OUR LAKES

Budget = $85,168 Salaries, 535,700 Operating Expenses, $5,000
Equipment, $340,000 Capital Improvements, $81,000 Grants, and
$400,000 in the Private Land Habitat & Deer Depredation line

item.

Narrative

Good fishing has been widespread across the state in recent
vears. Yet the long-term trend points toward deteriorating
agquatic habitat and diminishing opportunities. The number one
threat to sustaining quality fisheries 1g loss of aquatic habi-
tat.. As water bodies in North Dakota age, their ability to
produce degirable fish declines. Accumulation of silt from the
watershed, shoreline erosion, increased turbidity and excessive
nutrients combine to liwmit desirabhle fish populations and in turn
limit the quantity and quality of fishing. Approximately 75% of
managed fishing waters in North Dakota have experienced a fish
kill. These kills are largely a result of reduced volume attrib-
utable to sedimentation and high oxygen demand, due to high
organic content caused by excessive nutrients,

Fishing is a $360 million per year industry in North Dakota.
While the number of anglers in the United States declined between
1991 and 1996 the number of anglers in North Dakota increased 69%
between 1992 and 1998, Much of this can be attributed to new
waters across the state but we must prepare for the future when
we return to more "normal" conditiong. The ability to sustain
the state's fishery into the future lies in the ability to
adequately address the issues negatively affecting those fisher-
ies.

Figsheries staff identified igsues suppressging rocreational
fisheries across the state and prioritized 55 lakes for potential
action., 'The actions ranged from simple fencing and alternative
water sources for livestock to dredging of lakes, The cumulative
cogt of corrective actions for these lakes exceeds $36 million.
Dredging is many times not a feasible alternative and when
removed as an option the remaining actions still entail approxi-
mately $6.5 million on the 55 prioritized lakes. Options such as
huffer strips, sedimentation dams, bypasas channels, low level




8

evacuation tubes, etc. must be considered in lieu of expensive
and infeasible methods such as dredging.

Funds for preserving and restoring aquatic habitats must be
utilized in concert with other funding mechanisms and entilies in
order to truly be effective. This entails communication and
cooperation with other entities and individuals. Some examples
would be 319 projects administered by the State Health Department
or Conservation Reserve Program or Emergency Watershed Program
administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Funding at the requested level and personnel to adminigster
and implement projects are required in order to proactively
addregs the challenges, Not all issues can be resolved but a
concerted effort will help in reaching our goal of sustaining
quality fisheries into the future One FIE, a Biologist TIT
level posgition is requested to administer this program, 1t is a
major effort that will also require time from our current staff.
We do not have staffing to handle a new program that is this
large.

$600,000 ig budgeted as regular line items for work on public
lands. Much of the land where lakes and reservoirs are is
publically owned. $400,000 is budgeted in the private lands line
item. Dollars from this line item can be spent only on private
land. A significant portion of our watershed work will be on
private land., The dollars for this entire proposal, including
the private land habitat portion, are to come from the game and
figh operating fund, not the private land habitat fund. The gane
and fish operating fund is in excellent shape and can be used to
fund this work.

3. Enforcement Division - This budgeu supports a staff of thirty
law enlorcement employees. Thisg program ig increcased by 15%%.
Most of thisg increase 1s related to the addition of two addi-
tional game warden positions. The budget includes operating
expenseg mainly for State Fleet and travel costs. Came wardens
are very dependent on vehicles to do their work. Replacement
boats, motors, caupers, and computers are budgeted in the equip-
ment line item.

4. Congervation and Communication Division - Programs include

aquatic and hunter education, ND Outdoors magazine, boating
education, and supplying general information to the public. This
Divigion's budget request is a 7% increase from 1999-01. The
increase is entirely in the salary line item Lo gupport current
staff salary levels. Equipment funds are needed to replace and
enhance computer systems and video production equipment., Grants
are increased to provide funding for local ghooting range pro-
jects,
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Natural resource related reviews and recommendations are provided
to private and government entities. This divizion also includes
the nongame wildlife program. 7Tt ig supported by an income tamx
checkoff and federal matching funds.

6. Wildlife Division - Thig budget includes private land habitat
and deer depredation programs, operating costs for Department
managed lands, and wildlife surveys and investigations. 'This
Division's budget it increcased by about 9% from %% 01. 'The
Private Land and Depredation Program is increased by $400,000 to
enhance the regular habitat and access programs. The Waterbank
Program line isgs funded again at the $200,000 level. Salaries are
increased to support current staff. $200,000 is included to
support Wildlife Services's animal damage control work. $250,000
is requested for noxious weed control on Department lands.

Lonetree Funding - A $1,200,000 appropriation(-5114,860) is
requegted to operate the Lonetree area. The Loneltree area
consists of over 30,000 acres of land managed for wildlife
purposes. The North Dakota Game and FFish Depavtment providesg
technical services for Lhis area {or the State of North Dakota ags
laid out in the Garrison Diversion Reformulation Act. 100% of
the funding for these services come from the Burcau of Reclama-
tion. This is the amount of funding anticipated for 2001-20603,

Department Appropriation Increase(12.9% or +$3,963,525)

The Game and Fish Department's budget request is a 12.9% increase
over 1999-2001, Department funds and anticipated revenue are
adequate to support this increase. This money ig to be used in
the following areas:

Two additional game warden FTE's. $204,616
Private Land Habitat Program Increase $425,000
CoverLocks Wildlife Habitat Program w/1 FTE  $1,200,000
GIS (Geographic Infermation System)FTE $82,310
Aquatic Habitat Improvement Program w/1 FTE 5946 ,8¢8
Storage Building and fenced storage yard $275,000
Operating Expenses - S$State fleet & inflation $350,000
Noxious Weed Control Line Item Increase 550,000
Donation Line Item Increase $50,000
Wildlife Services Support $200,000
Cost Allocation Costs - OMB $100,000
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PUBLIC SERVICE

The Department has been a state govern-
ment feader in adapting and implementing
new technology. Traflic at the Department
Jome page (www.discovernd.convgnl?)
1s more than doubled in the last year.
rom July 2000 through October 2000, the
web site averaged 207,000 hits per month,
conipared to about 87,000 visits per month
during the same period in 1999, In
September, October and November in
1998, the Internet site generated just
23,000 visits per month,

Some of this dramatic increase comes
from an ever-expamding base of consumers
wha have aceess to the Internet and want
information on a variety of game and fish
topics. But expansion of services offered
through the web site attracts signiticant
new trattic as well. In July 1999 we pro-
vided hunters the opportunity lo check
results of the first deer drawing through
the web site. We've now added this feature
for all lottery drawings.

In April 2000 we started selling fishing
and hunling licenses from onr web site,
This convenience was used by more than
10,000 individuals and generated some
$750,000 in license sales by the end of the
yeur, We expect much greater use of this
service by hunters and anglers in 2001, In
the next few months we'll also add North

wkota QUTDOORS magazine subscrip-

ns to our fist ot onfie services.

fFor the first time tast sunmmer, husters
were able to apply online for the prong-
hor lottery, This process scrved as a test
for future computer lottery applications,

Starting in 2001, applications for all spe-
cinl licenses issued by lottery will be avail-
able ouline, including deer gun and muz-
zlelonder, moose, elk, bighorn, turkey,
pronghorn, and swan, While online appli-
cations won't replace the puper version,
(his service should significantly reduce the
number of mailed applications that have to
be re-keyed into the computer database
before the drawing can be held.

CAPITAL IMPROYEMENTS
‘The Department completed construction
of a new office lucility at Riverdale. To
better serve the state, o long-term capital
improvenient plon was started after com-
pletion of the Bismarck headquarters
office In 1985, Since that time facilities ot
district offices in Devils Lake, Dickinson,
Williston, Jamestown and Riverdale have
been upgraded cither through complete
{lity construction, property purchuses or
wdeling and upgrades. The cone 'rue-
on of n new Bismurck district shop will
oceur over the next several budget cycles,

2001 GAME AND FISH BUDGET

In early 2001 the State Legislature will
hold its biennial session, This is alwavs
viewed with enthusiasm by sporting and
natural resource interests, One of the leg-
islature's actions is to determine the
Department’s budget for the next iwo
years,

The North Dakota Game and Fish
Department is unigue in that no state gen-
eral funds are used o fund the agency.
The Department's overall financial condi-
tion at this time is healthy: revenae has
increased the past tew years because of
increasing license sales. We are mandated
by law 1o carry a reserve fund in excess
of $10 million, Interest income is used to
fund private lands programs.

The Department has submitted o budgel
that includes several significant enhance-
ments, including two major habitat and
aceess programs. We're requesting nearly
$1 million to fund our Save Our Lakes
imtiative to imprave fish habitat and pre-
pare for the time when Mother Nature
takes buck good water conditions and
returns our liandscape to more normal or
drought conditions,

We are also requesting more than $1
million to fund our portion of a North
Dakota Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Progrim, The North Dakota
Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program is a joint project of the 0.8,
Department of Agriculture Commaodity
Credit Corporation and the Game and
Fish Department. Estimated project
implementation time is 2001-2016 and
will require o significant effort by *he
Gume and Fish Department,

The North Dakota CREP ugreement,
signed by Governor Schater before he left
oftice in December, is designed to
improve water quality in severat state
LiPA3 19 watersheds, with an emphasis
on development of high quality, long-
term winter wildlife habitat which bene-
fits resident wildlite,

Approximately 20,000 acres of habitat
will be established over the next 15 years
in 20-ucre tracts that include trees, grass»
legume loafing areas, and food plot com-
ponents. One thousand tracts will be
tocated on private land, in cooperation
with willing landowners, within key
watersheds, Lach tract will carry a 30-
year uge casement on 20 aeres, and public
access cusement on the entire quarter sec-
tlon upon which the tract is located, This
program has the potential to open
160,000 acres of private land to walking
hunting access over the next 15 years,

{ytublishment will begin with the
Beaver Creek watershed and progress to
the western Wild Rice, upper James,

Hewrt River, Knrfe River and Grand Rive
watersheds. Eust to west counties imelude
Sargent, LaMowre, Diches, Melntosh,
Logan, Emmons, Grant, Motton, Olner,
Stark, Dunn, Mereer, and Hewanger.
CREP expenses, up to approxsmitels
Sbd million over the next 1S vears, will
be cost-shitred between the Game and
Fish Departmentand TS, Depattiment of

Fvery iwo yoars Novth Dakota s fegistatine meen
Many important dectstons abatd the \ate s outeonrs
are e inside the capitol akding

Agriculture, with administration through
the Farm Service Ageney, Natural
Resource Conservation Service, loeal sorl
conservation district offices, and Game
ard Figh feld offices, The Department
will also seck non-governmental organi-
zalions such as Pheasants Forever us part-
Ners.

Severe winters are a limiting factor for
niany North Dakota resident game
species. These strategically locuted 20-
acre plots of dense tree plantings, fowd
plots and loafing cover will provide
protective habitat under the worst condi-
tons, This progrant will benetit farmers
and wildlife, improve hunter secess, ind
compliment our private lands program.

The Department i3 also asking tor two
additional game warden positions, The
(st tinte the warden fovee was inercased

Jurtaary 20601
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was in 1977, Since then each warden's
workload hay increased tremendously.
An issuc that will likely receive sub-
antinl legislative interest is that of non-
ydent hunter numbers. Wildlife and
populations are about as good as they
get for bunting and fishing in North
Dakota. Yet there is an undercurrent of
dissatisfuction among resident hunters on
how this bountiful tesource is allocated.

«
-

3

A new part of the Game and Fish Depnriment §
Mlenntal budgel request iy for u program that will
protect watersheds, provide wilidiife habitat, amd
work with lundvowners to provide hunttng aceess
on private land. With nonresident huntor traffic
more than tripling i the lust decade, aecess pro-
eramy will become more tmportant as competi-
tlon for spece thereases.,

Facts and trends document that hunting
and fishing help North Dakota’s econo-
my. Traditionally these cconomic foctors
were confined to food, lodging, sporting
goods sales, and travel, In recent vears,
commercial enterprises offering guiding
and outlitting, and access to prime hunt-
ing lands, coupled with increased num-
bers of nonresidents, Iy creating u feeling
of anxiety among North Dakota resident

mtors,

While wildlite prospers, a major chal-

Enge i3 dealing with tho soclal and eco-
nomic uspects of resource managemont
and determining our ageney'’s role. Many
resident hunters und landowners respect

the traditions of relatively casy access for
hunting and fishing. Much ot the carrent
resident animosity is directed toward
puides and outfitters, landowners who
aceept or demand fees for access, and
nonresidents who are credited with creat-
ing the market, There is a fear among
some that in the future, only the wealthy
will be able to afford to hunt.

‘The other side of the coin iy economic
development for cither the state as a
whole or for individuals. Rural North
Dakota has not experienced economic
growth common to a large portion of the
nation in recent years. Freguent poor
crops and even worse commodily prices
have forced individuals to seek ways of
diversifying. Sclling access and services
to hunters has helped some.

Depurtiment leaders recently conducted
a formal facilitated review of this situa-
tion. One objective was 10 collectively try
to understand where the Department fits
into the future of wildlife commercializa-
tion, One glaring, obvious tact is (hi
aceess to prime hunting Jand and compe-
tition for nccess is of great concern,
North Dakota is nol rich with public land
and major land acquisition programs are
not possible or practical. Access pro-
grams such us expansion of our Private
Lands Open To Sportsmen and the new
CREP prograin will become increasingly
important in the future.

The legislature will become the forum
for debate and decision in many of these
areas, us it sheuld be, Hunting and ceo-
notnic development effect a broad spee-
trum of the public, and in some instancey
special interests, The real challenge is
striking a balance,

CARA RECAP

‘The Conservation and Remvestment
Act, it comprehensive piece of federal
legistation dealing with lorg-term federad
funding for recreation and wildhfe
restoration, bumped its way through
Congress and iragmented in the fina)
days of the session. The ariginal intent of
CARA wis to fund state programs such
as watchable wildlife, and assist specics
in peril, programs not funded by excise
taxes and ficense fees paid by hunters and
anglers.

The final outcome is still uncertain, amd
the probable outcome is that little of the
original infent of providing consistent
funding for state agencies will remain,
replaced instead by o federal Lands legacy
progranm,

GRASSVAND MANAGEMENT
Another arca of interest was the revi-
sion of the management plan for the
Dukota Prairic National Grasslands,
Ranchers, ecologists, oit asd gay inter-
ests, preservationists, recreationists, cte.
all weighed in on this one. The ULS.
Forest Service has been tagged, pulled,
and pushed from many sides of this emo-
tional issue. Years ago such a revision
was not nearly as contentious as it is
today. Naticnally, prassland ccosystems
are receiving far more interest and seruti-
ny than ever before. As the demand tor
use and access to high guality recreation
land is increasing, the ULS. Forest Service
has the challenge of providing compatible
multiple uses and yet presceving the
integrity of the grasslands for the future,

During much of 2000, discussions on uxe and manm;wma-m of North Dokota § national grassfunds ook
pace. Toward year’s end, Governor Schufer § office and federad offiviats proposed solitions to maintain and
enhiance habttat and "multiple use " of these lands.
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management of resident spocies determined by the divector to be
Uireitoned or endanerced speetes ol wildhife, Theanthornty exereizoed
must bo i comphianee with the Endanered Speees et ofn 1970,
Public Lisy 93205, Any person who violates rules established under
(thiz subsection s smlty of o class B misdemeanor.
Subjeet 1o the provisions ol chapter 28-32, adupt rales for the
licensine of wuides or ontfitters, and may require record s and report -
as e direetor derermines necossery, The divector may, alter due
heariow ws prosvided inelaptor 282020 revoke or pelise To renew the
liconse of any person who violates the rules or fals to provide the
recotds ad reports. Any person who acts as a saide or outlitter
wihoul i license is puilty of o class B misdemeanor

Provide for the funding of o private land habitat and access nnprove

ment progrun with monevs dorived from the inferest sorned on the

aame and f=h fund and habitat vestoration stamp fees, The director
<hall place thesc unds inoa special fund callod the “ginne and fish
department private land habitat and aceess improvement Mind™

}':n'r‘y out s private lind habnta and aceessimprovement progeam

we

0. Intering into eost-<haring. habitat eohancement, and aeeess

agrecments with landowners o aveneres working on priviate kind

to help deteay al or a portion of thens <hare of loeal <rate, or
foderally sponsured consorvation practices consuleeed benelicial

(o fish and wildhife.

Lensing and developing i and awitdbite Tabaat or sport fishing

areis on privite fand. Pablie aeerss to leased Tand may not b

prohibited.

e Carryving oul practices that will alleviare depredations enngsed by
predators animals and hig e animals,

A, Publishing o brochoaro on an annual i deseribing areas funded
from (e e and (ish department private Tand habitat and
access improvemoent fund which are open to publie nevess in Vhis
stote,

o, Receiving advice fran the gone and Gish advisory hoard eoncern-
ing expenditures from the gaane sand tish privide fard habitat and
access improvement fund.,

Subjeet Lo prior approval of the altorney general, dease or eschange
lands under the l{iruchn"s irisdiction or control which are deemed
nocessary for the improved mamagemend ol wildlifo resourees.
Subjeet. to prior approval ol the atlorney penoral, fmpose any
condilinng or roservations 1o Lhe lenses or exchinges as the divector
determines necessary,
Adopt rules and issue pormits lor conducting fixhing contests involy-
ing public waters of the state, The director by rule shall deline the
term "lshing contest” wind shall <ot eviteriac for which o fishing
contest permit is required, The divector may deny permits, No person
may conduct a fishing contest on public witers without fivst receiy-
ing a permit issued by the director,

Issue duplicates of Tost or destroyed game and fish licenses or

permits, The procedure for reissuing the licenses or permits and fees

Lo be charged must be preseribed by the director hy rule.

Establish noneriminal penalties for any rules ndopted by the dirvee-

tor, The maximum ponceriminal penalty that may he zet hy the

director is o lne of Lwo hundreed fifty dollars, Violation of nny rule not
designiated asg having a noneriminal penalty is considered a eriminal
violation as estublished in the appropriate chapter of this title,
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< gk 2000 NONRESIDENT LICENSE APPLICATION
AN BN SMALL GAME-WATERFOWL-SANDHILL CRANB-FURBEARER AND NONGAME
North Dakola Game and Fish Department

Licensing Division, SFN 6118 MAIL APPLICATION AND FEE TO:

TENTATIVE Upland Game 8eason Opening Dates: N.D. Gamo and Flsh Departmont

Sandhill Crane - Soptamber 18. {Subject to Fedaral authorization). 100 N. Blsmarck Exprossway
Hungarian Partrldge, Sharplailed Grouse, Rutfed Grouse - Septembar 9. Blemarok, ND 68601-8096
Pheasants - Octobier 14. (Detayed opener In small portion ol McKenzio Phone (701) 328-6300

and Williams countigs.)

PROBABLE Waterfowl 8eason Dates: Based on frumeworks established by the U.S. Fish ang Wildlife Sorvicu. tho dugk, goose
and swan seasons may open on Soptambor 30. Official season dates will not be get until mid-August, 2000 Cali the dupartmont
at 701.328-8300, visit our website at www.state.nd.us/gnf/, or consult walarfowl ragulations for tinal details

1. LICENSING REQUIREMENTB: Nontosidenls inay purchase icens s 1o hunt upland game, crang, waledow!, and 1ox, coyoly, unpiotoctad birdy of
anitnalg upon making appheation lo the dupatimont, county suditor's officos, or by phone or via the itamet (sve back of application tar dulails)
Excoption: crano iiconses aro not handtod by auditors officud of liconse vendors. Thoso wishing 10 hunt anly uplund gamo {grousu, paitinige
phoasonts or oo squinuly), crane of lox, coyole and unproleclad budy and animais are not roquired to possoss thy watotkowl licunye, not ate thoy
(o8lrictud lo 2onou o epusiliod days. Blato law reslricls nonvosidon! walerfowt hunters 10 zongs and spocifivd days excopt that stivosing ephan
allows hunling stalewldo. You may chouse althor option 1) a single 2one for 14 gonsooullve duya, OR option 2) two 7 congeculive day periods for thy
same zono gach puaried of diffarant zonas lor vach, QR option ?i) slatawide hunting tor 7 consaculive days. In addition o any zono(s) spuciliod on
tholr license, a nonresldont ingy alse hunt walerfowl In zone 3.

W-'f Natlonal Migratory 8ird Horvest Information Program (HIP): All inlgratory bird huntars must bt out informaltion in box bolow Su aplanaticr un biek

Contact Game and Fish for copy

2. INSTRUCTIONS: Genoral Information and Foes. Seloct licenses ol right. Sclect licanses by oheckling uppropriniv hox{es) bulow:

{If you nevd any aseislance Infitiag oul this appiication, ¢ontact tho N O Gaiw & Flsh Departiment ) .
N S by N M . AT
a) A fishing, hunting and futboarat contdicato o roguiod of ail untors o [ i NR Fisling. Hunting & Furbugtor Guitfieatu o
10 purchasing any wthor heensoe [1 NI Goneral Gamo and Habital Licunse $4 00
Tho gunaral gamu and babsdal and small game iconses arg tonguisd ot all | MR Small Gamo Liconso 4705 0
gmall gwmu, cranu and watetlowt hualars i addition, o hunl warerfow! you o
musl also purchiugu e state walorfowl heense and (if Y8 yoars ol ayo or !...; NA Walerfow! License ... . . ‘ 310 Q0
oldor) possess a loderal Migratory thrd Hunling and Consgtvalion Slamp ,
{Quck stamp). A nongtidenl huzting only ro:?, coyolo and unprolucted {J NR Furbearer and Nongame Licunse : $256 00
spucios of wildiife neads only a fuiboutur and nonganie license. A nontesi- {7] NR Nongumo Licanse $15 00
dont hunting only specios of unprotocted wildlife neods only a nongame - '
licenso. Nonrasident youlh may qually lor redugsd 1ale icenses (soe buck | ] Sandhill Crane Liconsa . .. . ... ... 85 (1)
ol applicatlon for details) ‘
[} Non Rosidont Youth rom MN, M. MG, TN, TX ¢r CO

S~ 4 tolal for all licenses purchasod. Do not sond cash. Porsanal chocks, Rosidont Ganeral Gamoe and Habital hcunso pias
caghiar's chiacks ot munoy ordars are ascoplablo. Rasidont Fistung Hunting & Futboarar Cottlaaty $9 00

b) If applying for a waterfowl ticanse sou backside loe map of watartowl

zonos. Fill inthe zonu(s) and date(s) you dasire for eithor uption 1 of vpuon
2 1o thu right. It choosing option 3, It in the beginning dale thal you dosire WATERFOWL OPTION |

lo,) Fi i all inéommtifc‘m ”6"“) "Agphc;)‘nt;nlé»;mnhon Soctlif?llll.l" ATTE%TIO.NI 14 conseculivo days boginnng on

ou were born afler Decembeor 881, you mus n your hunter 5 )

eduoation certiffoate number and the stale or province In which you | @ retehoice zene ... Secand choico zono ...
recelved It, Requlred huntor education aertlflcation must be completed {Nole Zone 318 an open 2one Anyone possessing o license tor edhar zone
prior to ugplloatlon being submlited. ATTENTION: Compliance |s Y of zong 2 may atso hunlin zong 3)

on!ﬁ{icod Iy vorlflobatlog wi}r siato enfodr?r?mont ngsn?lt‘u.l It clau':

certlficate s unnuinberad, write *none’ and the year and state In whio

you wore certifled. It 'you have a ohange In last name sinoe WATERFOWL OPTION 2
compieting the courso, attach a note to the application, First 7 consocutive days boginningon

d) Sign and dalo tho lorm aller carolully reading soctlon 3, *AS AN Firstchoicu zone _____  Socond choie zone .

APPLIGANT. I GERTIFY THAT. Suecond 7 consecutive days baginningon __ .
. AS AN APPLICANT, | CERTIFY THAT: First cholce zone Sacond ¢hoice zono |

... This Is the only application belng made in my name for a nonrasident ‘ i -
small game license andfor nonresident walerfow! license (it is lllagal to | (Nute Zona Jis an opan zone Anyone passessing a icense lo) either 2ong
use mora than ona license); 1 and/or zone 2 may also hunl in zone 3)

[~

.. All IMormalion provided is true and corréct and | understand that
providing (alse Information may resull in ¢riminal prusacutior; WATERFOWL OPTION 3
. | am subinitting with this application the appropriate tees; 7 congeculive days beginningen ___ . ..

... | am aware of the hunter safely educalion course requirement for per-
sons born alter Dacember 31, 1961, and have passed an official stale | Chcosing option 3 aflows hunting statewlde.

or provinclal course (nol tequlred uniil age 12), or am exempt by law.

National Migratory Bird Harvest Information Program (HIP)
All Migralory Bird Hunters must anawer the following questions by circling the appropriate answer below.
@’ Do you plan to hunl ducks, guese, doves, snips, cools or woodgack this season? Yes No Il yas, answer the quostions below
About how many of these migratory birds did you bag in North Dakola last season?
Oucks  None 1:10 11-30 31+
Gesse  None t-10 11-30 31+ Did you hunt cools ot snipe last season?  Yes Mo
Doves  None 1410 1130 31+

AFPLICANT INFORMATION SECTION « Print one letter or number per box, leave one blank box as space belween words.

LAST NAME FIRgY MIDDLE HUNTER SAFGTY NUMBE® see 02} STATE GRGED

ADDRESS SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBLE reocted; BTN
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Department Policy

Depredation Policy and Response Policy

Avoid Wildlife Feeding Operations
Establish Appropriate Harvest Numbers

Assist with Depredation of Livestock Feed

» [ntended response is contact within 24 hr & site visit within 48
hr

» Respond to every depredation complaiiit
Focus on Habitat and Food Development

No Damage Compensation Payments
No Assistance on Property with Csinimercial Hunting
Operation

Furbearer and Waterfow! Depredation Referred to
USDA-APHIS

November 200C
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Depredation
Techmba Assistance

» Management Recommendations

» Alternative Bale Stacking
» Alternative Bale Placement

» Straw Barrier
» Surround Best Hay with Straw Bales

» Deterrents
» Repellents
» Fencing
» Frightening

November 2000
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Depredation Tools

(Short-term)

Cracker Shells
Bloodmeal & Other Repellents

Propane Cannons

Snowfence for Wrapping Stacks
Intercept Feeding Sites

»  Will purchase feed supplies from farmer/rancher
experiencing damage if possible
» Used as last resort basis for severe situations
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Depredation Tools

(Long-term)

» Deer-proof Hay Yards

» Used for chronic probiem areas as
long-term solution

» NDGFD provides materials at no
cost

> [ andowner responsible for
construction
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Hay Bales Properly Stacked and Effectively Protected
with NDGFD-supplied Plastic Fencing

K 1 ."?I‘ o

—

Hay Bales Protected in a NDGFD-supplied Deer-proof Hay Yard
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HAY YARD PROJECT

PROJECT BUDGET = $500,000.00
TOTAL NUMBER OF OFFERS 1997-98 = 287
ACCEPTED OFFERS =170
DECLINED OFFERS = 107
NOT APPLICABLE = 10
TOTAL NUMBER OF HAY YARD PURCHASED = 240
ACCEPTED OFFERS = 170

TOTAL DELIVERED TO LANDOWNERS = 191
TOTAL HAY YARDS ON INVENTORY =49

1997-98 EXPENDITURES = $470,229.37
HAY YARD MATERIALS = $397,961.72
OTHER EXPENDITURES = § 72,267.65

- INDIRECT COSTS (ADMINISTRATIVE)
- SALARIES

- MOTOR POOL
- TRAVEL
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Depredation Expenditures

Fiscal Year and Biennial
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Depredation Activity

Winter 99-01

Statewide Breakdown of Reported Sites
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11/1/00 - 2/8/01

DEPREDATION COMPLAINTS

foose____
I 0

Elk

Moose ‘

Devils Lake
Lonetree H 7
Jamestown " 35 2
Bismarck 11
l Riverdale 7 1
Williston 35 1 |
Total 105 4 0




- When friends or relatives drop in at dens and ornamental shrubs. tn mos
mealtime, we are likely o invite them in ases the problem deer are whitetails.
for dinner and call it unexpected compa- Locatized depredation problems oceur
ny. Ila few deer do the same thing we throughout North Dakota. With an

view them in much the same manner. But - expanding deer population depredation
when the few turn to many, we tend o see  cases have also been increasing,

deer as creating a problem wildlife agen- Deer, like any other wildlife, ure prone
cies commonly call depredation. to take advantage of easily-accessible
Depredation is an all-encompassing food sources. It's easier for them 1o belly:
lerm that refery o damage deer cause 1o up 1o u stack of hay than it is to paw
standing crops, stored cattle forage, gar- through drifted snow to get at grain stub-
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When natural foud sources wre covered by wanter smes, deer ofien e
profems if too many deer tarpet 1he sume hav aoweee
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ble or grass, Garden vegetables and fruit
gre perhaps more laste-appealing thun
browse.

One way the Game and Fish
.cpanmcm can attempt Lo alleviate deer

epredation is by increasing permit num-
bers in hunting units where deer are caus-

ing the most problems. However, white-
tails can move more than 30 miles in

search of winter food sotirees, 5o increas-

to chase deer.

It is much easier to deal with a depredation problem caused by

Feneing

Table 1 cross-references depredation problemis with the most |

ppropriate prevention tcchniqgc. Eachlsituution presents u.aigue Hny Stacks  Yes
concerns, and there may be options availuble other than those e o
listed here. Standing

Crops

FENCING Silage Yo
Hay Stack Orchards

Snow fence provides a simple and effective means of protect- and Tree
ing hay stacks. The key to keeping fencing costs down is to keep | Nurseries Yes
hay stacks together in one or two accessible hay yards early in Omamental
the fall, Wrap snow fence, to a height of six feet, up against the Shrubs and
outer bates or sides of stacks, Deer will continue to nibble hay Gardens Yes

through the show fence, but losses should be minimal, Lon
One row of fence pluced 2-4 feet from stacks will also provide
protection, The fence prevents deer from reaching over and eat-
ing the hay, yet the hay is too close to allow deer to jump over
the fence. Plastic snow fence costs about $270 for a 165-foot

roll.

Shiage

A major problem with deer and silage is that deer walk on plas-
tic tarps commonly used to cover pits, or paw at the sides of the
bags, punching holes in the plastic and allowing some silage 1o
spoil, Usually, situge fermentation is complete after sbout four
weeks and then deer damage is less significant, However, contin-
ued pawing by deer will expose more silage,

Cattle or corral panels are used to keep deer away from silage
ored in pits and bags. They are especially effective when used
combination with harbed wire. Construet 4 burbed wire fence
around the silage 2-4 feet from the bags. Construct unother fence
made of portable cattle panels about 2-4 feet outside the burbed

@

'GENERAL GUIDELINES

If there is a primary underlying theme to preventing depreda-
tion problems on everything from hay stacks to gardens, it is:
Keep it close and keep an cye on it, By storing hay (especially
the best quality hay), close to home, you can more efficiently
protect it. Avoid stacking hay near wooded areas, This only
serves 1o provide deer with a resting area after they feed.

The presence of a dog in a kennel or around the farm yard is a
strong deterrent against deer. However, dogs should not be used

ing the harvest in certain units does not
always work.
While the Game and Fish Department

does not compensate landowners for dam-

ages caused by wildlife, the Department
does provide technical assistance, and
some materials that can help stop depre-
dation before it starts. This is one area of

‘wildlife management where an ounce of
prevention is wosth a peund of cure; or in

this instance, maybe a couple of tons of

hay.

There wre a number of things landown.
ers cin do to avoid big depredation prob-

lems, especially during winter,
Management suggestions from other
states and provinees (pacticularly

Saskatchewan), weee helpful in compiling

this information for North Dakota
landowners

five or 10 animals, than with 50 10 100 deer. Getting on top of
the situation is the key 1o successful control. If you have had a
history of deer depredation problems, posting of your own or
neighboring land during hunting season may be a contributing
factor. Alowing hunters 1o harvest deer can minimize problems
down the road. The Game and Fish Department has an abundant
supply of “Walking Hunters Welcome - Please Park Your
Vehicle and Walk,” and “Ask Before You Enter - Hunting
Allowed With Permission” signs available al no cost. The
Department can also direct hunters to an area if that is desired.

Table One

Types of Depredation Problems
Yersus Preventative Methods

Straw  Repellents Prightening  Intercept
Baviers 0 Feeding
Yer Yes Yes
e - aa YL.S.
Yes Yes
Yes Yes

P

ot

o e

wire fence. tn this situation, the two fences ure close enough tion,

Bruw r Bureen

Putting snow fence around valuable hay can minimize or prevent deetr depredi




together so they do not allow deer to jump them and land in
between. The price of cattle panels is variable, but good quality
panels can be oblained for about $60 per [2-foot section. A

14 per 16-foot section).

to construct substantial and potentinlly unsightly fencing uround
their shrubs and gardens. One way to deter deer is 10 wrap shrubs
in chicken wire or snow fence during the fall. This will at feast

minimize winter browsing,

Fences around gardens should be ¢ither the slanted type dis-

Ohcamr substitule would be 1o use welded wire panels (about

William F. Jerser
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Figure 1. A stanted fence made of several strands of wire can keop deer out of orchards and gondens,

Orchards and Tree Nurseries
Deer damage to oichards and nursery stock can happen rapidly
and be expensive. Much rezearch and effort has been direcled at

finding new and better ways of fencing to keep deer, elk and
moose away from comumercially valuable trees,

A number of electrified and high tensile fence designs have
been developed. One example is shown in Figure 1, where eight-
foot posts are placed in the ground spaced about 30 feet apart. To
each of these posts attach another eight foot post at a 45 degree
angle to the ground. The angled post should slant in toward the
crop you wish to protect, The high end should be at least six feet
above the ground. Seven strands of high (ensile wire are then
stretched between the posts at 12-inch intervals, with the bottom
wire 10 inches from the ground.

The strategy of using this type of fence is that the deer will
walk under the overhanging fence and be unable to jump over it.
To remain effective, plants under the overhung should be
mowed. It has been estimated that u seven-wire slanted fence
costs from $1.25 to $1.50 per linear foot

Whether to fence orchards or use other control methods is 4
cost/benefit question. A 1984 report by Ellingwood and
McAninch (Deer damage control in orchurds and vineyards.
Report No, 4946, NY Dept. of Ag. and Murkets, Albany), found
that regardless of design, material costs represented about 60
percent of the total cost, On 20 acres or more, a slanted fence
costs less than three yeurs of repellent spraying. On 40 acres or
more an elght-foot woven wire fence iy less costly thun five
yeurs of spraying (note: cost comparisons did not include fence
mualntenance costs or life expectancy of fences),

Ornamental Shrubs and Gardens
Fencing ornamental shrubs and gardens around homes
becomes more problematic, Homeowners ure genesally refuctunt

cussed previously, or an eight-
Toot high (12-fool posts) fence
constructed of hog wire. If deer
are unable to jump over a fence,
they will attempt to crawl under
it Therefore, it is important 10
run the fencing material close 1o
the uowmd, even covering the
hottom wire with dint, ‘This type
of fence wilh cost about $3.50 per
foot. More expensive material
such as welded wire or chicken
wire niay increase the effective-
ness of the fencing

If there is a history of chronic
deer problems in the neighbor-
hood, a combination of fencing
and repellents is the best
approach. Deer can devastate a
garden in one night, making a
scaled approach for future protec-
tion a moot point, Again, having
a dog around the yard is a strong
deterrent.

STRAW BARRIERS

Hay Stacks

A simple and effective means of protecting hay is to place less
palatable straw bales around the hay bales to form a barrier, A
“fence"” can be created by placing round bales vertically around
the hay yard, then positioning other round bales horizontally on
each vertical bale. The resulting barrier will be about 11 feet
high, A simple gate can be constructed out of snow fence and 2 x
4s. If the problem continues, the bale barrier protection can he
enhanced by placing snow fence around the perimeter of the
straw bales.

REPELLENTS

There are a number of deer repelients thut have been used over
the years, Among these, one of the more effective is bloodmeal,
Bloodmeal is dried powdered pig or beef blood. It is heated to a
high temperature 1o kil all disease-carrying organisms, It is an
effective deterrent because deer do not like putting their nose in
it.

Bloodmea! can be messy, especinlly on windy days, Inhaling
the dust should be avoided. Other similar repelients include
home remedies such as egg shakes, dog hair and predator scents,
Thete are also a number of commercial repelients on the market,

Hay Stacks

The most appropriute and cost effective repellent is probably
bloodmeal. A half-gallon plastic container, such as a mitk o
bleach jug, mukes a good scoop for hundling bloodmeal,

Tuking care to stand up wind, broudeast the bloodmen! into the
stack up to o helght of about six feet. Give areas where deer have
been actively feeding an extea dose. A reddish tinge shonld be
visibte in the hay. Putting bloodmeal on snow-covered ground is
not effective,




Bloodmeal costs about $12 to $13 for a 50-pound bag. Cattle
and horses may avoid the treated portion of the bale.

Orchards and Tree Nurseries

11" you have a small commercial nursery and deer depredation
problems are starting to develop, use a commercial repellent.
Results of testing on commercial repellents are a bit confusing,
i but suggest one brand is about as good as another. Follow label
directions for mixing the repellents, and spray trees to a height of
about cight feet (deer will feed while standing on their hind
legs). Repellents need to be reapplied at least once a month;,
muore often when deer become stressed in late winter, If problems
continue, consider fencing,

l Ornamental Shrubs and Gardens

Ornamental shrubs around homes can be protected, to some
extent, by spraying them with an egg shake mix, This mix can be
prepared by mixing two egps with one gallon of water, and
applying the solution with a hand sprayer. A bottle of tabasco
satee or an ounce of ground red pepper can be added to the egg
shuke, and may increase its effectiveness. This repetlent should
be reapplied at least once a month, or after each rain storm.
| Heavily-scented deodorant soaps (e.g. Soap on a Rope, Irish
Spring) have been used as deer repellents. Place the soap in old
nylon stockings and hang one or two per tree at aboul three feet
off the ground. Effectiveness of (his method may vary, but it is
an inexpensive approach using readily available products,

_—_———

Ornamental Shrubs and Gardens

An easy-to-construct scare device can be made by placing .
radio inside a metal garbage can. Position this can in the center
of the garden, tune in an all-night rock music station, turn up the
volume and let it play all night. Apparently this method has been
successful. If you live in town, you mity want to talk to your
neighbor ahead of time about using this method.

INTERCEPT FEEDING

Standing Crops and Hay Stacks

Intercept or stop-gap feeding is a double-edged sword. 1t may
solve a problem in one area, but create another one some place
else, simply delaying the need to hirvest morse deer in that area
until another year. The idea behind intercept feeding is to place a
food source between a resting arca and where deer are creating
problems.

The feed provided should be of equal or better quality than that
being protected. To be successful, placement of the feed stations
tnust take into account:

l. Distance from other food sources

2. Snow conditions

3. Protection from wind and biowing snow

4. Livestock interference

5. Distance from roads and highwiys

6. Pouching

7. Predation by dogs and coyoltes

8. The nuniber of deer involved in the depredation complaint.
In short, the use of intercept feeding should be used

only as i fast resort and with direction and input from
the Game and Fish Department,

The methods discussed above range from the sim-
plest to the most complex technigues availuble, Each
is effective in certain situations. Depredation by deer
can be ltustrating und a financial drain for a landown-
er. While the Game and Fish Department cannot com-
pensate Jandowners for tosses, the Department does
have resources available to help prevent or reduce
depredation problems. If you have a problem, or see
potential for a problen contact the Bismarck Ganie
and Fish office, or the district Game and Fish office in
your are,

Keeping a close wateh on your hay stacks, gardens
and apple trees will speed response time and limit the
Aanage. Planning ahead to prevent problems is in the
long run the cheapest and best protection,

BILL JENSEN is a bivlogist with the Department's
natural resources division,

Nuise devices, such ay a propane gun, will seare deer asvay for awhile, but deor
may eventially become uecustomed to the notse makers,

FRIGHTENING

Standing Crops, Orchard und Tree Nurseries
Standing crops of corn and atfalfa are particularly difficult 1o
rotect from deer damage. Shori-term protection of standing
rops, orchards and tree nurserics is possible with propanc guns,
recrackers und other seure devices. Deer do, however, become
accusiomed to such noise makers. For assistance with the use of
such devices, contuct the Game and Fish Department.

North Dakota Game and Fish Department
Distriet Office Locations und Phone Numbers

Devils Luke — 662-3617
Dickinson —. 227-2343
Jamestown —- 252.4681
Lisbon — 683-49(X)
Harvey —- 324.2211
Mott —- 824.2337
Oukes -~ 742.2271
Riverdale -~ 654-7475
Williston -~ 774.4 320




