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A Bill for an Act to amend and reenact subsection 5 of seetion 43-29-01.1 of the North Dakota
Century Code, relating to the definition of a certificate required by the board ol veterinary

medical examiners.

1A:00 CHAIRMAN NICHOQLAS: We will open the HB 1079 Board of North Dakota

Veterinary Medical Examinets,

1A:78 John R, Boyee: Exceutive Secretary of North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medicql

Examiners: Representative Nicholas and members of the House Agriculture Committee. 1 am

the Exceutive Director of the North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, My
pleasure (o be here this morning to testify in support of this Bill that our board has introduced.
My note baok looks awlully thin. I could have come up with more maybe but [ suspeet by the

end of the session (?) this Bill was introduce by our board to amend our practice act to aflow the

. board to use a new certification program for Veterinarians who are graduating from non
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aceredited Veterinary Colleges. This new program is being developed by the American

Association of Veterinary State Boards of the National Association and it's membership

includes all of the Veterinary Medical Licensing boards in the United States and fact severa) in

Canada, They ure developing this new program to be an improvement on the present program

which is the educational commission for foreign Veterinarian Graduates which is operated by

the American Veterinarian Medical Association and has been for a number of years,  Presently

the (ECFVG) Is the only program available for certifying graduates from non-uaceredited school.
Listed in this written testimony the three main objectives is:

Ao The main one is 1o move the control of this certification program from the National
Professional Association which is the American Veterans Association (o the ussociation of
licensing boards,  The licensing boards in the country believe that they should be responsible
for determining criteria for Jicenser's and it of real or pereeived conflict of interest for the
professional association to be involved in making these decisions who is eligible to be licensed to
practice in the United States,

2. "The second objective of the new program is to add a new dimension or g new requirement
for the candidate’s and that is that they pass an examination designed to measure there
competence in the basic sciences of pre-clinical areas, The only examination we have now is an
examination to examine clinical knowledge and ability,  this program will add a new
examination and [ speak from personal experience here because my main job as Executive
Director of the National Board Examination Committec of Veterinary Medicine.  Our offices
are here in Bismarck and our job is to develop both the national licensing examination that every

one has to pass and this new examination that will be used for this new program so [ have
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o great deal of person Interest and knowledge and back ground on those examinations if anyone
would care 1o know more, At any rate this s & new program and has a new step in the
evaluation the science of pre-clinical arcas.  Know we will make it real education equivalent
program designed to see whether these people from non-uceredited schools have a education
that is equivalent to that of graduates ol accredited schools.

3. The third objectivo is the program will address o bucklog that existed in the past.
Several years ago the backlog was very serlous, a year and o hall’ or more, between the time o
pcrson’upplicd for the certification examination and were able Lo take it, That eredited a lot
concern by candidate’s,  Since then the (AVMA) has taken some steps to reduce the backlog but
it is still a year or perhaps a little less depending on how it is figured and this program is
designed to greatly reduce if not eliminate the backlog for these candidate’s who are seeking
licenses in the United States, 1 noted there at the bottom  there going to began with the
examination and the start of the program later this year, probably in September and the whole
program will be operational probably by September, 2002, So the change that we put in the
proposed amendment here to practice act law will allow the board to use either or both
programs and that will allow us to continue to use the (ECFVG) program while the new
program becomes available and gets up and running and then we will be able to use cither one.
This is the language tﬁat we come up with for our Bill, Rather then talking anymore I will just

stop at this point and answer any questions that you might have about this Bill or our boaid of

Veterinary Medicine, whatevet.
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LAA00; Representative Philip Muellers Thank you Chairmin Nicholas, | guess the question

comes (o mind in regard to 17 m hearing you correetly we will have what's called a clinical
examination as part of the requirements to be g Veterinarian,

1A479 John R. Boyee: Representative Nicholas and Mucller.  Right now there is one

examination that everybody has to puss to be licensed,  The North American Veterinarians
Medical Examinwtion which we bave developed out our office downtown,  We used a vendor
to do it for use but the headqguarters of the orginization is here. That examingtion is designed to
test what people know at the entry fevel of private clinical practice. 1t focuses on elinical
knowledge, ‘There is no examination that tests the basic knowledge.  That is covered by
accreditation program of the (AVMA) when they go around and aceredit veterinary schools,
they assure that cach school hus an active curriculum, The non-aceredited schools don't have
to meet any of those standards.  No one looks over there shoulders to say whether their
curriculum covers the same thing.  So this new examination will be designed to asses that,  The
clinical  these candidates will still have pass the same licensing examination that everybody
else passes which focuses entry level private clinical practice,

1A:600: Representative Mueller: 1 guess my concern might of been about new folks into the

ficld, Weare not talking about those that have already been in there through prandfathering so
to speak, They don't have to do that.

1A:591: _John Boyce; Up until now, the board is using the (ECFVG) program for forcign

graduates and to be honest we have lew ifany Veterinarians in N.D. who came from
non-accredited schools. There may be a few but, almost all of our licensee’s came from

accredited schools,  But this program is for people secking licenses .

—
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1A;040:. Chairman Nicholas:  Any other questions committee members,  Representative

Mueller,

1A:041; Representtive Iroelich: Mr. Chairman, John, this procedure thut you are going to go

through for non-necredited Veterinarian Colleges.  Are these just examination or is it going to be
one examination going to be more strigent then the old way,

1A:070 John Boyee: Representative Nicholal and Representative Froelich, This new program
introduces a new step that the present program dose not have,  And that is the basic seience
examination. They have to pass that examination. Then they have to take the sume licensing
examination that everyone clse has to.  Presently non-aceredited colleges graduates do not have
to pass this basic examination because it dose not exist,  They have Lo just pass the same
examination as everyone else,  This is really is more siringent then the present (ECFVG)
program for these graduates of non-accredited schools.  What brought about this change?  Are
you saying we have Veterinarians in N.D. that are not knowledgeable,  No, let me explain a
little about how the accreditation system works and why we have non-accredited schools,  All
the veterinarian schools in the United States and Canada are accredited by the (AVMA),  Inthe
past non-accredited schools were in foreign countrics.  There were relatively few people
secking license’s in the United States.  Presently there is a situation where the are to off-shore
veterinarian schools that are not accredited. They do require there students to go to an
accredited school there last year.  They perform well in  an accredited school, They graduate
and then seek licensee's in the United States. This is overwhelming the system to a certain
extent. The new examination will allow us to deal with these candidates in a fair way to insure

that they meet certain standards, in fact, higher standards then they have had to meet in the past
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in the (ECFVQG) program. And will assure that the public is protected but at the same time
not restricting  the entry of qualified people to go into this profession.  Which has been the case
especially with the backlog is so bad in the past.  So, thetas probably way much more then
what you wanted to know but thetas kind of the history of the situation now.

1A;969: Representative Sandvig: ‘Thank you Representative Nicholas. Mr, Boyee, | was

wondering, do you anticipate that this could cause a shortage of veterinarians in the future?
1A:969: John Boyee: [ think just the opposite is the case, this provides a good method of
certifying they the people meel certain standards but it also makes it easier for people to meet
those requirements. It will allow people to meet these certification requirements faster and
cheaper and therefore would allow qualified people into the profession who might be
discouraged from doing so at the present time,

1A;1053:  Representative Onstad: Do you feel we have a shortage of veterinarians and is this a

way by knowing that they take this extra examination full filling their requirements will make
them more capable of doing the job,

1A:1084 John Boyce: Representative Johnson and Representative Onstad.  Whether there is
shortage of Veterinarians or not is hotly debated in our profession. [ think within our statc
there is a need for more, it depends on who you talk to.  To many in one arca and not enough in
others, The rural area’s are shorter then the city area’s.  There are lots of opportunities for
veterinarlans in N.D.  We, the board, are trying to make it easicr [or people to becone

veterinarians in N.D, and meet these shortages.
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TA1270: Representative Pictsch:  Are all schools in the U.S, Certified?

1A:1297: John Boyee: ‘There is one school that is forming in Southern California that has not

met the requirements of the AMVA and in fact has sued the AMVA over that, They told us
that they do not intend to open a non-aceredited schootl,  All of the schools in Canada are
accredited.  Four of them. We here in NL.D are one of the [irst states to introduce legislation.
The intent is eventually all of the states will do it. They will adopt this program.  There s still
a national board examination that everybody has to pass.  This new test will be just for graduates
ol non-accredited school. ‘The test will be given through the U.S. We do have a testing facility
in Bismarck, There is also one in Fargo.  “This test will not apply to anyone presently licensed
in N.D.

1A:1933: Representative Nicholas:  Thank you sir,  Anyone else wishing to olfer testinony in

support of this bill,  Anyone appearing in opposition of this bill? 0K, We will close the

hearing on HB 1079,
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
HB 1079: Agriculture Committee (Rep. Nicholas, Chairman) recommends DO PASS
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Ele tenth order on the calendar.
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JOHN BOYCE; North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, testified in support of

this bill. Sce attached testimony.

NANCY KOPP; Secretary Of North Dakota Veterinary Assoc., testificd in support of this bill,
‘The hearing was closed.

SENATOR ERBELE moved for a DO PASS.

SENATOR KROEPLIN seconded the motion,

SENATOR KROEPLIN will carry the bill,
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North Dakota Board of
Veterinary Medical Examiners

Past Office Box 5001, Bismarck, ND 38502, phone: 70{-328-9540), fax: 701-224-0435

London 1. Jacobs, DVM James Clement, DVM Daniel P. Treal, DVM _z3» John R. Boyce. DV, PhD
Powers Lake, ND Mandan, ND Fargo, ND Exccutive Secretary
Presidem Secretary

House Agriculture Committee, House Bill No. 1079, January 11, 2001
John R, Boyce, Executive Secretary, North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners

House Bill 1079 was submitted by the North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical
Examiners. It amends the practice act (Section 43-29) to allow the board to use a new certification
prograin for veterinarians who are graduates of non accredited veterinary colleges.

The new certification program is called the Program for the Assessment of Veterinary
Education Equivalence (PAVEE). It is being developed by the American Associalion of Veterinary
State Boards (AAVSB). The Notth Duakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners is a member of
the AAVSB, ay are all »' . veterinary medical ficensing boards in the United States,

The PAVEE program has been designed to address several shortcomings in the present
certification program for graduates of non acceredited colleges, the Educational Commission for
Foreign Veterinary Graduates (ECFVG) program of the American Veterinary Medical Association.

* The PAVEE program will be under the control of the association of licensing bourds, not
the hational professional association. This will remove any real or perceived conflict of interest
present when the professional association is involved in establishing criteria that are used to
determine whether a candidate is eligible for licensure to practice veterinary medicine,

*The PAVEE program will add a dimension not present in the present ECFVG program,
namely a requirement that all licensure candidates pass an examination designed (o assess their
knowledge in basic science or pre-clinical subject areas, The ECFVG program does not assess
kitowledge in these areas, and thus does not adequately evaluate whether a candidaie's educational
background is equivalent to that of a graduate of an accredited or approved school,

¢ The PAVEE program will address a serious backlog that has existed with the ECFVG
program for the pust few years, which has made it necessary for many candidates to wait a year or
imote to complete the program and recelve their certificates, Nearly all states, including North
Dakota, require candidates from non-accredited schools to have an ECEFVG cettificate before they
are eligible for licensure,

The PAVEE program will begin later this year, and should be fully operational within two
years, The proposed change to the practice act will allow the board to continue to use the ECFVG
program during the transition period.

1 would be happy to answer any questions that members of the committee may have,




North Dakota Board of
Veterinary Medical Examiners

Post Office Box 5001, Bismar. k, ND 58502, phone: 701-328-9540, fux: 701.224-0435

London J. Jacobs, DVM James Clement, DVM Daniel P. Treat, DYM John R. Boyce, DVM, PhD
Powers Luke, ND Mandan, ND Fargo, ND Executive Secretary
President Secrelary

Senate Agriculture Committee, House Bill No. 1079, March 2, 2001
John R. Boyce, Executive Secretary, North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners

House Bill 1079 was submitted by the North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical
Examiners. It amends the practice act (Section 43-29) to allow the board tc use a new certification
program for veterinarians who are graduates of non accredited veterinary colleges.

The new certification program is called the Program for the Assessment of Veterinary
Education Equivalence (PAVE). It is being developed by the American Association of Veterinary
State Boards (AAVSB). The North Dakota Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners is a member of
the AAVSB, as are all other veterinary medical licensing boards in the United States.

The PAVE program has been designed to address several shortcomings in the present
certification program for graduates of non accredited colleges, the Educational Commission for
Foreign Veterinary Graduates (ECFVG) program of the American Veterinary Medical Association,

¢ The PAVE program will be under the control of the association of licensing boards, not
the national professional association, This will remove any real or perceived conflict of interest
present when the professional association is involved in establishing criteria that are used to
determine whether a candidate is eligible for licensure to practice veterinary medicine,

* The PAVE program will add a dimension not present in the present ECFVG program,
namely a requirement that all licensure candidates from non-accredited schools pass an exanmination
designed to assess their knowledge in busic science or pre-clinical subject areas, The ECEVG
program does not assess knowledge in these areas, and thus does not adequately evaluate whether
a candidate’s educational background is eqiivalent to that of a graduate of an accredited or
approved school.

* The PAVE program will address a serious backlog that has existed with the ECFVG
program for the past few years, which has made it necessary for many candidates to wait a year or
mote to complete the program and receive their certificates, Nearly all states, including North
Dakota, require candidates from non-accredited schools to have an ECFVG certificate before they
ure eligible for licensuve,

The PAVE program will begin later this year, and should be fully operational within two
years, The proposed change to the practice act will allow the bowd to continue to uccept
certificates from the ECFVQ program during the transition period.

[ would be happy to answer any questions that members of the committee may have,




