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2001 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTlrn MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. I IB 1135 

J low;~ Fimtn<.:o un<l Tuxution Committee 

□ Conference., Committee 

Heuring Date Junuury 16, 200 I 

-------------,-.....,_.-
Tu c Number .._ _ _. 

Did not record .. rope 
Recorder did not 
work 

Side A Side B Meter II 

__ ,_ ________ .. ·-·"----···-····•···-·•······· 

Corn.!riittcc Clerk Signnturc =f-1.-~....l-..::;.........;::.....-. __ (~le.hv~---- ------- .. ------
Minutes: 

REP. A14 CARLSON, CHAIRMAN Opened the hcnring with one committee member ubscnt. 

REP, ROHIN_WEISZ, Introduced the bill rcluting to limitations on the levy by counties for 

comprehensive health cure insurance progrnms. He stutcd this bill would combine funds that arc 

existing. It would help counties deal with the same issues we do, 

REP. BRANDENBURG Asked if this was insurance for the county. 

REP. WEISZ Stated it would allow them to buy a four mill fund, it will allow them flexibility. 

TERRY Tl~AYNOR, ASS'T, D!RECTOR OF THE ASSOCIATION OF COlJNTIES 

Testified in support of the bill. See attached written testimony. 

REP. KROEBER The counties don't have to pay anything 

TERRY TRAYNOR That's true, there are only three or four OASIS pcopie surviving, we arc 

obligated to retain that. 



Pu1&c 2 
I louse Flnuncc und Tnxntion Commlttcu 
Bill/Resolution Number 1113 1135 
Heuring Dute Jnnuury 16. 200 I 

HEP, (-'AHLSON Stutcd tho ones boncfitlng the most woLlld he the smaller counties, 

UEP, CAHLSON We uro just ullowlng them to do this. 

TRRHY THAYNQR Yes .. From J 984 • I <)97 uny levy thnt wns ut its cup could grow, It 

trucked the consumer index set by the lcgisluturc. Since 1997, thcnJ hns bl.!cn no growth, Thu 

only wuy it would grow is with new property brought in. 

SIIIRLEY A. MURHt\Y, SIIF;IUDAN COlJ!STY A\ll>l'J'Q& Testified In support of the bill. 

Sec uttuchcd written testimony plus a hundout relating to hculth insurance highlights from the 

PERS lrnndo·H nnd OASIS levy for Sheridan County. 

HEP, CARLSON Asked what their option would be should this bill not puss. 

SHIil.LEY MURRAY She stutcd they cntrnot misc the mills anymore. Th~ commissioners 

would huvc to decide not to pay the insurance. 

REP. HEIU3EI=' Asked how they have made up the shortfall. 

SHIRLEY MURRAY Stated they had some reserves which arc slowly deplding. 

LARRY HOFFMAN, DICKEY COUNTY AUDITOR, Testified in support of the bill. Sec 

atta\ihe<l written testimony. Mr. Hoffman stated. they would still be short even if this bill passes. 

REP. CARLSON Asked what a mill was in their levy. 

LARRY HOFFMAN $13,500 He stated, if it wasn't for FEMA, they would be hurting. 

It is really a concern for the counties. 

REP, BRANDENBURG Asked if there is anything that can be done. 

LARRY HOFFMAN Stated, the growth factor he]ps, as long as you can get a 2% increase. 



PUl:JC 3 
I louso Flnuncc und Tuxutlon CommlttcQ 
Bill/Resolution Number JIB 1135 
II curing Dute Junuury J 6, 200 I 

HEP, (.;.AllLSON Asked whether tho county commissioners were in fovor of thu\. 

LAHH:t' IIOfEMAN They huvcn't hud u chuncc to discLtss it, but he thought they would be. 

JU:P, 1u:1uua~ Asked whut segment of society picks up the cost. 

J,ABHY HOt'l~MAN Probnbly lund, 

Hl~P. I lli~HHEL Which is now tuxcd to dcnth, 

l1t\HRY I IOt'Ji'MAN Stutcd thnt most schools in the cmmtkl~ hud to compete to get good 

people to employ, 

With no further testimony, the hcurlng wus closed. 

COMMITTEE ACTION, TAPE# 2, SIDE A, METER #3231 

REP, CARLSON Submitted amendments to the bill for the committee members. 

Rep. Carlson explained that right now the insurance levy that is levied is only four mills. Mos! 

of the counties ure ut their limit. The bill allows the county to go into thut fund to ussess costs 

regarding health care. He explained that th~ amendments would allow another fom mills which 

would go into the OASIS fund. 

MARK JOHNSON, NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES, Appeared 

before the committee to answer any questions they might have, 

REP, DROVDAL Made a motion to adopt the amendments as presented. 

REP. RENNERFELDT s~cond the motion. Amendments were adopted by voice vote, 

REP. WIKENHEISER Made a motion for a DO PASS AS AMENDED, 

REP. BRANDENBURG Second the motion. Motion carried. 



Pugo 4 
House., Flnunco und Tuxutlon Commlttco 
Blll/Rcsolutlon Number HD 11 JS 
I I curing Dute Junuury I 6, 200 I 

12 Yes 2 No I Absent 

JiEl', S1. l)t~LSH Wns given the floor usslgnmcnt, 



House 

Dute: / .. ~'!,-o/ 
Roll Cull V olc 'I: f 

2001 IIOlJSE STANDING COMMITTE~: ROLL CALL VOTES 
DILL/RESOLUTION NO. H s 113 5 

fl~INANCE & TAXATION _, ______________ _ 
Committee 

D Subcommittee on _____________________ _ 

or D Contbroncc Committee 

Lcgislutivc Council Amendment N1,mbcr 

Qp . ~~ as a.meabl _-_ 
Motion Made By Sep_.wli~~Scconded By ./!,.p~ 
Action Tukcn 

Representatives Yes No Rcprcsentutlves Yes No 
CARLSON, AL, CHAIRMAN V NICHOLAS, EUGENE n 
DROVDAL, DAVID,V-CHAIR p RENNER, DENNIS V -- V BRANDENBURG, MICHAEL RENNERFELD~EARL V 
CLARK,BYRON ~ SCHMIDT, ARLO ~,..... 
OROSZ, MICHAEL Y' ; WIKENHEISER, RAY V 
HERBEL, GIL ' V WINRICH, LONNY 
KELSH, SCOT V 
KROEBER, JOE V 
LLOYD, EDWARD . .__. 

· Total (Yes) 

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendmentt briefly indicate intent: 



REPORT OF STANDtNO COMMITTEE (410) 
January 24, 2001 2:05 p.m. 

Module No: HR-12•1612 
Carrier: s. Kelah 

Insert l..C: 10343,0101 Tltle: .0200 

REPORT OF ST ANDING COMMITTEE 
HS 1136: Finance and Taxation Committee (Rep, Carlson, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, rocommonds DO PASS 
(12 YEAS, 2 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING), HS 1135 wos pluced on lho 
Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 2, line 11, alter the period Insert '71llLPQttloo of tile levy_J.J~Jhjj__fillb~J~QtiQIL12.r. 
QQLDJ'.2rahenslva hru,ltb caa lneuraocQ ~mployoe beneflJ ™rnmf? unJJfil__...s2Q.ll2n 
§2·Q9·08 may not exceeci fQU( ~u 

Renumber accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HA·12•1512 
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2001 SENATE STANDING COMMITT!'.f: MINlJ'I LS 

BILL/RESOI.UTION ~✓ 0, 11B1135 

Sonntu Politicul Subdivisions Committee 

□ Conforcnco Committee 

I {curing Dute Fcbrnnry 16, 200 I 

Tnpc Number -··- ___________ Side;\ ___ ............ ____________ Sidc __ B____ _ ____ .. 
I X ------· ---1-------·---·······-·--·-··-- ···•---· ................... -.. ---·--··· ........ . . .... . 

_M.!!r.~!) I, 200 I 2 ________ ------·-----~-----···-------··· _______________ _ 

Meter II 
29.4~52. 7 

. . .... ·······•· 

S.(1~7.0 

The hcul'ing wns opened on HB 1135; relating to limitations on the levy by c:ounlics !'or 

comp,·chcnsivc health cure insl11·n11cc progrnms. 

REP. WEISZ: Spoke in suppot·t of IHl 11135. I introduc;cd this bill on bdrnlf of some of the rural 

counties to cover the problem they m·c focing und this is probably parti(.)ularly a problem in some 

our smaller counties is thnt cuncntly you can levy foul' mills for your health insurance plan for 

your employees. The fact of it is, is that four mills is not covering the increases of the insurance 

and arc levies aren't not taking care of that because of the size of our counties and the amount of 

our tuxnblc propcrtyi especially when the government comes in and takes some of this property 

off the road etc. All this bill is going do is allow the counties if they arc already maxed ollt of the 

four mills that is currently allowed and nil ow them and llSC four mills of the oasis fond to take 

cure of the health insurance needs of there employees. I think the reality is if this docsn 't pass, 

there is probably some counties that arc going to faced with either drastically cutting back on the 



Pu1&<.1 2 
Hcnuto Politico! Subdivisions Commltt1:'IJ 
Bill/Rvsolutlon Number I! B 1135 
lluuring Fchrnury I 6, 200 I 

lmmrnncc or cnnccling lnsuruncc 011 thci1· cmploycl.!s, I think tllis is u good deal. II gives om 

counties some room to tukc care of'thc needs uf their employees and I urge a Do Pass 0111h1s bill. 

'l'L,<H Y TRI\ YNOR: Assistant Dircctor of' the i\ssociatioll of ( 'ountics, um! mn hvn: to express 

tho support of our ussociutlon for this bll!. Sec wrillcn testimony, The county board would havl..' 

lo net on thut to expand uuthorily of the existing levy. Strong urging that this bu given II Do Pass 

rccommcndutio11, SENATOR FL/\KOLL: The current OASIS, as t read the back sheet her\' as 

for os <lollnrs thut urc brought in, do we know thut\l is nothing on hi..!rc thnt tells 111c, what pcr\:cnl 

nro typicully ore used or were used In the yc111· 1999 or 1111ything like thut, is that correct'? TI•:RRY 

TRAYNOR: No. SENATOR FLAKOLL: So, if I started adding nt Adams CO whkh is u bud 

cxurnplo and went to Burnes County, we know whnt they brought in, but we don't know cxnctly 

whnt thoy used'? Is tlrnt correct'? TERRY TRAYNOR: I nm not quite sure thal the wny countil.!s 

budget, they only budget, tlwy only levy for those funds that they lrnvc budgeted and intend to 

use. So virtually whut they bring in is what they sp!.!11<1 from those funds, SENATOR FLA KOLL: 

So how much wiggle room do we have there, arc we looking at most of these counties? Do we 

know that? Before we hit the cup. TERRY TRAYNOR: The OASIS levy is a 30 mill authority. 

And o.s you cun see, most of the counties in pucticulurly the counties were talking aboul arc 

levying much less than hnlfofthc authority that is already there. SENATOR LEE: I am curiolls I 

guess, I sec two counties urc not providing health insurance at all, uny chance that by just passing 

this there would be a possibility they would be on some kind of health insurance, without telling 

they have to. TERRY TRAYNOR: I don't know thut, those counties have u least ln my 

experience have not provided that for a number of years for their employees. I am not sure why, 

that is. Generally they arc the smaller counties and often times the employees insuring 

themselve8. I don't know if there compensation reflects that or not, but. SENATOR COOK: 



Pnyu 3 
Svnut<J Polltlcul Subdivisions< '0111111ittvc 
Bill/Rc~olutlon Number 11 B 11 J~ 
I fc11ri11g Ful>rnury I 6, 200 I 

Terry, whnl 's tho present cup 011 the colllprchcnsi vc health Clll'I.', is at ILHlr'/ ll·:H I< V l'I< 1\ Y ~OR: 

198 I nnd 1997 the lcgislntun: ullmwd 1hr growth in lcvics that lrnd n:m:hcd their statutory 

11111ximum. II wns bnscd 011 a p,.:rccntagc two ycms, one yct11\ thrcc ycilrs, so tu follow the 

consunwr price index growth somewhat, and those that wcrc at the ma~ in I LJ8 l or sonH:li11lL's 

utlcr thut were nil owed to grow slightly nnd tlrnt 1s why sonic ol' them lit\) over. SEN Al'OI{ 

COOK: Then Terry this would tillow them nn additional 4 or would it ullow them to go lo 8'! 

TERRY TRAYNOR: They would still be allowed to kccp the four that tlwy lwvc in th!.) 

comprohcnsivc levy und then ullrnv them to access four mills or thc 30 mill Oasis levy, also l~H' 

tho hcnlth insmnncc purposes, SENATOR COOK: Eddy is at 5.59 and th~ highest they could go 

is 8 01· would they bu ublc to go to 9.59'? TEHRY TRA YNOlt My undcrs1rn1ding is that they 

would go to 9.59, SENATOR KLEIN: I would stund in filvo,· of HB 11 JS. SI IIRLEY ;\. 

MURRAY: Shcridun County Auditor. I speak ln support HB 1135. Sec written testimony. 

Heuring Closed on HB I 135. 

Committee Discussion Followed. 

Mu1·ch l, 2001 Tape 2, Side A, Meter# 5,6-7,0 

Scnntor Cook culled the committee for discussion on H 131135. 

Senator Wutnc moved for u Do Pass 

Senator Christenson- 2nd 

Roll cull vote HB 1135 7 Yeas, 0 No, I Absent 

Carrier: Senator Lyson 



Much I, 2001 Tapu 2, Sidu A, McttH' II S ,,. 7 O 

Sorrntor Cook called tho cmnmith.HJ thr discus1do11 on HB 113'.~ 

Senator Watne moved for a Do Pass 
Senator Christenson --2°0 

Committee Discussion was held 

Roll Call Vote HD 1135: 7 Yens. O No. I Absent 

Carrier: Senator Poloviti 



Dato: YJ(a ? "1~~ I 
Roll CaJI Vvto #: / 

2001 SENATE STANDING CvMMITTEE RO~~ ~Al,L VOTES 
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. fl /J //.]5' 

Senate Political Subdivisions Committee 

D Subcommittee on __ 
or 

D Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken "4 ~ . 
______ , __________ _ 

Motion Made By ~ 1, ; 

LlhL_u/dtu.! 
Seconded / 
By vJ,hl,, ~ 

Senators Yes No Senators 
Senator Cook v Senator Christenson 
Senator L~son V Senat.or Mathern 
Senator Flakoll Senator Polovitz 
Senator Lee v 
Senator Watne v 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) 1 No [} ----------

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment. briefly indicate intent: 

\'es 
V 
ii 
V' 

No 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
March:'!, 2001 2:14 p.m. 

Module No: SR-36-4753 
Carrier: Lyson 

Insert LC: . Title: . 

REPC'RT OF STANDING COMMITTEl1 
HB 1135, as engrossed: Politlcal Subdivisions Committee (Sen. Cook, Chairman} 

recommends DO PASS (7 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Engmssed HB 1135 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. 

(2) DESI(, (m COMM Page No, 1 sn-3tH7!13 
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Testimony to the 
HOUSE FINANCE & TAXATION COMMITTEE 
Prepared January 16, 2001 
By the North Dakota Association of Counties 
Terry Traynor, NDACo Assistant Director 

REGARDING HOUSE BILL J 135 

Chainnan Carlson and members of the committee, I appear before you to express the 
support of our Association for House Bill 1) 35, 

As you may be aware, the OASIS, or OJd .. Age and Survivor Jn_surance System, was 
established by the Legislature in 1947 to provide benefits for public employees in a 
manner similar to what the federal Social Security Act provided for non~public 
employees. To fund these benefits for county level employees, a specific JQ .. mill lcvy 
authority was established. Since that time, the Social Security Program has replaced 
OASIS for county employees and the use of this levy has been changed to provide 
fund1ng for social security and other authorized retirement programs. 

Similarly, the Legislature hus allowed counties n 4-mill levy for Comprchrnsive Health 
Insurance Premium costs. Unfortunately, health insurance costs have increased much 
more, and much more quick)y, than property values. As a result, many counties can no 
Jonger fund these costs with the 4-mills allowed, The attached table shows the most 
recent compiled levies for these two funds. 

Property tax levies, as this Committee is aware, were frozen at tho mill rates in place in 
1997 for those levies at or above tho statutory limits. Prior to that time, a percentage 
growth was allowed at approximately the consumer price index. This past growth is the 
reason that some health insurance levies are slightly above the 4•mill lcvcl. Obviously 
however, the table indicates that this is primarily a smaller-county issue. Those with 
small taxable valuation are finding it very difficult to continue health insurance programs 
with annual doub)e .. digit increases. 

As the table also shows, those counties capped in the health insurance levy have 
sufficient room in their OASIS levy to bear some of these costs. As both levies address 
employee benefits, we feel allowing the use of the OASIS levy for both types of benefits 
would be appropriate. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, I sincerely hope you wiJJ give this bill u 
Do Pass recommendation. 



Analysis of Selected County Levies 
(From 1999 Property Tax Statlstlcal Report • NO Tax Dept.) 

Le~lea lo MIiii 
OASIS, Soc, Comprehensive 

Value of Seo. & Health Care 
One MIii Retirement Insur. 

Adams $6,504 7.13 
Barnes $24,286 2.00 2.09 

Benson $11,191 6.52 6.04 
Billings $4,362 13.26 

Bottineau $18,862 9,28 4.00 
Bowman $7,896 6.33 

Burke $8,226 7,64 3.96 
Burleigh $116,766 3,38 2,09 

Cass $226,149 Consolidated General Fund 
Cavaller $18,128 7.08 4.86 

Dickey $12,863 8,84 4.11 
Divldo $8,663 8.90 4,44 
Dunn $1 o, 706 5.89 5,23 
Eddy $5,461 12.49 6.59 

Emmons $11,801 4.19 
Foster $9,467 2,94 3.13 

Ooldon Valley $4,943 6,47 
Grand Forks $106,888 9.34 3,70 

Grant $7,468 4,90 
Griggs $7,901 8.26 

Hettln~er $7,718 6.66 
Kidder $7,882 6.44 4.05 

LaMoure $13,304 7.19 4.37 
Logan $6,168 7.00 

McHenry $16,243 6.27 4,39 
McIntosh $8,667 13.64 6.10 
Mol<enzle $14,622 2.04 

Meloan $21,101 
Morcer $14,816 11,00 
Morton $44,896 16.70 3,98 

Mountrail $13,392 19.86 4,00 
Nelson $10,396 16.68 6.86 
Oliver $4,690 8,93 4.00 

Pembina $26,870 8.60 4,00 
Plerc:e $11,014 4.06 4,74 

Ramsey $21,915 3.96 6,20 
Ransom $11,991 8,09 5,26 
Renville $8,882 14, 16 3,96 

Rlohland $36,902 
Rolette $8,872 9.81 -Sargent $10,988 6,06 4, 19 

Sheridan $6,677 11,21 4,72 
Sioux $1,990 18.04 
Slope $4,691 6,64 4,00 
Stark $29,881 6,92 

Steele $9,131 9.09 3,94 
Stutsman $40,622 8,62 

Towner $10,341 3,24 3.89 
Trslll $20,809 13.95 4.00 

Walsh $27,872 11,06 4,00 
Ward $89,815 1.67 2,08 
Walla $14,288 6,28 4,01 

Wllllams $32,391 8,08 4.00 

Le~J11 lo Dallau1 
OASIS, Soc. Comprehensive 
Sec. & Health Care Comprehensive Health 
Retirement Insur. Insurance Provider 

$46,374 $0 PEAS 
$48,573 $60,768 PERS 
$72,966 $66,402 PERS 
$57,837 $0 PERS 

$174,960 $76,410 Blue Cross/BS 
$49,980 $0 Blue Cross/BS 
$62,023 $32,492 Blue Cross/BS 

$391,262 $241,928 Bluo Cross/BS 
$0 $0 Blue Cross/BS 

$128,348 $87,922 Blue Cross/BS 
$113,623 $52,827 PERS 

$76,118 $37,973 PERS 
$63,050 $66,986 Blue Cross/BS 
$68,206 $30,626 Blue Cross/BS 
$49,446 $0 PERS 
$27,786 $29,632 Blue Cross/BS 
$31,984 $0 Not Provided 

$998,334 $396,486 Blue Cross/BS 
$36,644 $0 Not Prnvlded 
$66,187 $0 PEAS 
$50,628 $0 Blue Cross/BS 
$60,757 $31,920 PERS 
$96,656 $68,138 PERS 
$43,103 $0 PERS 
$80,329 $66,916 Blue Cross/BS 

$116,996 $43,691 PERS 
$29,828 $0 Blue Cross/BS 

$0 $0 Blue Cross/BS 
$162,973 $0 Blue Cross/BS 
$749,770 $178,688 PERS 
$266,962 $53,667 PERS 
$161,960 $68,838 PERS 

$40,989 $18,360 PERS 
$228,698 $106,681 PERS 

$44,716 $62,206 PERS 
$86,664 $113,968 Self-Insured BCBS Admln 
$96,960 $62,964 PERS 

$126,882 $36,173 Blue Cross/BS 
$0 $0 Blue Cross/BS 

$86,070 $0 PERS or HMO 
$66,476 $46,038 PERS 
$83,841 $26,198 PERS 
$36,899 $0 Blue Cross/BS 
$26,986 $18,762 Blue Croos/BS 

$206,777 $0 PERS 
$83,004 $30,978 PERS 

$346,248 $0 Blue Cross/BS 
$33,604 $38,167 PERS 

$287,494 $82,435 PEHS 
$306,780 $110,890 Blue Cross/BS 
$149,991 $185,019 PERS 

$76,041 $57,208 Blue Cross/BS 
$261,088 $129,682 Self,lnsured BCBS Admln 

'f /15101 H81135 OASIS Health lns,)<ls Sheet2 
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will bt' appro:drnu(t'ly S: 1.5 million. 51 L11n11 the number 0r' ir;insplur1ts for lh<.: 
including about SU million in stnlt' gcncr:il same ~undiuon 10 :,\!l pr!~ lilctimc. 
funds.Thi: PERS 1;unsul1un1. Dl!!oittt! anu 61 Hu\~ 111kt: home prcs~:.ption drugs from 
Toucht: from Minnt::ipolis, hus also tltt! hospital subje<.:t 10 the' same rcim!)Ur5c'· 
revit!wed the rent!wol es11matl! :ind indt:· mt:nc sl.'l,cdule as prescriptions purchased 
pendcnrly completed a projt:c:oon 0t' prem1• through u pharmacy. 
um,~. Their conclusion is 1h01 tht: renewal '1) Fund a smoking cesso.11011 and weight 
estimo1e is reasonable bnsed upon pnst managt!ment progr.im. 
trends and the recognition thut provider 
reimbursement rotes are going to increase 
during the ne:H two yeors at a rate greater 
than ret1ected in the trend. 

PERS is also sugµesnng the following 
changes 10 the scopt' 1,t' benetirs fol' the 
nt.1.'<t I\\O >e:m: 
l l H:l\ e :1ll 1>llk1! , 1s11s rnbJci.:t w rhc 
copu~ 1t1cnc PrcscrHI~ 0t'th:e \ is11s to mttu• 
ica I doctors ( M Os I are subject 10 the 
copnymt!nt bur otlice visils to other au.xii• 
iary providers such as optometrists or chi• 
roprnctors is subject to the deductible and 
coinsurance. This change will treat all 
providers the same, 

l11 addition to sending the Governor the 
e:<isting plan design. PERS also forwarded 
1hree altemacive plan designs. These plan 
designs are in the cabl~ L'n page 2. The pro• 
jt'cted increase for . .\lte~:11ive I is nppro.x1• 
!llntt!ly I i 0;, 0r :.1bou1 S;" } million in 1O10I 
t'unds. Fur Altem:111\ t!: : :s nppro.ximntel~ 
16°,, 11r about $15.~ '.n:i:«.'n in totol funds 
Jilt. l~ir .-\lt<?muu, e .\ !: i .1pproxim:Ht:ly 
14~'1) 0r :.1bou1 $11.6 mtiL,1n in 10101 l'ul'ICJs. 
These :.1ltemn1ive plnn de~1gns hove been 
developed to show the ~ffcct on plun 
design if premiums ore ~educed. 

1co11111111ed vn pctgf! : , 

Fidelity Freedom 2040 Added 
Optional Defined C ontrihution Retirement Plan 
The PERS Boo.rd ho.s added a m:w t'und 10 the Fidellr-,, Freedom Funds, The Fideli1v 
F~edom Funds are lifestyle funds designed to provide investment s11'1lteg1es 1h01 w(II bl! 
re11lloc0ted among the three bnslc asset classes ( stocks, bonds, and short•term inv1J1H• 
ments) as the f\Jnds Qpproach their target dates, The new tund is target~d 111 investors in 
their 20s who wish to retire around 2040. 

For moro intormntion about thi: ni:w Fldefitv Freedom ~040 Fund. i:all Fidelity ut :•mo. 
' 430·2363 or log on to http://netbenetits.puhllcsnve,com. 



... TAX LEVIES FOR SHERIDAN COUNTY 
FOR THE YEAR 2000 

General Fund ..................... . 
County Road ....................... . 
Emergency ........................... . 
Human Services .................. .. 
County Agent .................... . 
Veteran's Service Officer ....... .. 
Fam, to Market Road ............. .. 
Health District ................ .. 
Conservancy District ........... .. 
Park D1s~ct. ••••..........••.••. 
OASIS nd Social Security ........ . 
Historical Society ............. . 
W9ied Control .••••.....•..•....... 
SoU Conservation Service ....... .. 

(ff ~Ith lnsurance ..... 7.:: ..... ... 
ArNertising ....................... . 
Water Resource ................ .. 
Insurance Res6rve ................. . 
County Corrections 
Senf or Cftizen Services 

"- I • IW • 

MILLS 
21.00 
2.00 
2.00 

16.60 
4.92 
0.48 . 

12.00 
3.07 
1.00 
a.so 

10.93 
0.42 
4.14 
1.00 

= . 4:aD a.so 
1.16 
2.00 
2.31 
1.00 

Totaf ... .• . ..... 91.68 

TAXABLE VALUATION 
OF SHERIDAN COUN"N 

Real estate-Farm Land .............. . 
Real Estate-Commercial ............ . 
Reaf Estate-Resf dential ............. . 
Rafi reads ........................... . 
Power ............................... . 

Totaj,,, ........ . 

5,068,bdS 
203,183 
283,214 
50,951 

192.oOt 
5,798,515 

5% Olscount on Real estate Taxes to February 15,2001. 

2000 Taxes are due Januaiy 1,2001. 

SHIRLEY A. MURAAY,County Aud~or 
JANICE C. eROMANN,County Treasurer 
ELDON (BUTCH) EHR~, 1 at Olstrict County Commissioner 
SHIRLEY J. JORGENSEN, 2nd Clstrlct County Commissioner 
GORDON O. FELCHLe, 3rd Olatrfct County Commissioner 

.. 

• 

• 

• 



. ' Sheridan County Auditor's Office 
Shirley A. Murray 

P.O. BOX439 
McCLUSKY, N.D. 58463-0636 

Email nddress-smurray@pioneer.state.nd.us 
COMMISSIONERS: 
Eldon Ehnnan, 1st Dist. Anrunoose,ND 
Shirley J. Jorgensen, 2nd Dist., McClusky, NU 
Gordon 0. Felchle, 3rd Dist., Goodrich, ND 

Testimony on HBl J3S Extending OASIS Levy 
House Finance & Taxation Committee 
January 16, 2001 
Shirley A. Murray 
Sheridan County Auditor 

PHONE NO. 
70 I -363-2205 
FAX NO. 

701-363-2953 

Good Morning, Mr. Chninnan nnd members of the House of Finance & Taxation Committee} I 
am Shirley A. Murray, County Auditor of Sheridar, County, I am here on behalf of the Sheridan 
County Commissioners to support HB 1135. 

This legislation would reHevc the Counties from having a shortfall of not enough revenue 
coming in to meet the high costs of Health Insurance coverage for their employees. Currently 
Sheridan County has levied 4.63 Health Ins.Mills which is over the 4.00 mills allowed due to 
past allowable resolution increases through the years, however; growth increase:: have been 
frozen for a couple of Legislative sessions ago. So Sheridan County can not generate any more 
truces than the last year taxes in the Health Insurance fund. 

Let me review some facts and figures from past year Financial Statements from Sheridan County 
in relation to the Health Insurance fund revenues and expenditures. 

Year 
1998 

1999 State Aid-Supp 

2000 

2001 Estimate 

Revenues 
28,550.82 

31,246.68 

28,758.83 

28,800.00 

Expenditures 
31,140.34 

36,886.94 

Shortfall 
(2,589.52) 

16.2% PERS (5,640.26) 
last legislative increase 

32,293.84 (2) less employees (3,535.01) 
( 1 )•resigned ( 1 )•transferred to 
spouse family coverage policy 

39,398.48 
22% recommended 
increase from PERS 

(10,598.48) 

Sheridan County pays for only the single employee premium, which currently is 175.S 1 per mth 
for 16 employees who are eligible for the Health Ins. benefit. If they have family, the employee 
pays for the family portion, which is 25 8.18 per mth out of their check. 

The cWTent OASIS levy allows up to 30.00 mills to be levied for employer matching social 
security and medioare, employee retirement, and S,00 of those 30.00 mills can be used for 
County automation and telecommunJcations. Sheridan County is only using cWTerttly 10.93 
mllls of the 30.00 OASIS levy mUls, We, the Sheridan County Commissioners and myself are 
requesting that you vote yes to HBl 135 to add Health Insurance coverage for County employees 
to the OASIS levy. 



Testimony in support of 
House Bill 1135 
Prepared January 16, 2001 by 
Larry Hoffman, Dickey County Auditor 

House Bill 1135 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, 1 am Larry 
Hoffman, Dickey County Auditor, I am here in support of House 
Bill 1135. This bill allows money to be levied in the OASIS Fund 
for the cost of health insurance premiums for County Employees, 

The total premium for Dickey County is $206,309, for the year 
2001. The current levy limitation, of four (4) mills for our County 
will generate $54,397, This leaves a shortage of $151,912 or 
approximately 15 mills. With the purposed health insurance rate 
increase of 22%, an additional 18 mills or $244,78?. will be 
requfred. 

The Dickey County Commission capped the coverage costs in 1997 
at $375 per month. The current monthly rate is at $433.69, which 
requires $60 per rr1onth out of pocket expense for each employee. 

Most Counties are levying the maximum in a11 funds to meet their 
current expenses. Currently the excess levy for hea1th insurance 
will need to be taken out of the County General Fund. With the 
increase heating fuel and other fuels the General Fund not be able 
to take care of the excess dollars needed. 

Thank You Mr. Chairman and Committee Members for the 
opportunity to present these concerns. Dickey County would 
appreciate a "do pass~ recommendation on House Bill 1135. 
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Tcsthnony to the 
SENATF, P<)LITICAL SlJHl>IVISIONS COJ\tll\'IITTEE 
Prc1>arcd February 16, 2001 
By the Norih Dakota Association of Counties • 
Terry Traynor, NDACo Assistant Dirrctor . . 

Rl◄'.GAIU)IN<; EN<;l~OSSEI> IIOl!SE BILL 1135 

Chairinun ( 'ook and members of the L:omrnittec, I appear before yuu to c:,;prcss the 

support of our /\8sociation for ll011sc Bill l D.5. 

As you may be aware, thc..Qi\SJ::;., or Old-i\gc :ind Survivor l11surnnc<: System, was 

established by the Legislature in I <)47 to provide benefits for public employees in a 

manner similar to what the federal Sncial Security Act provided for non-publi,; 

employees. To fund these benefits for county lcve I employees, a spcci fie 30-mi 11 levy 

authority was established. Since that time, the Sol'.lill Security Program has replaced 

OASIS for county employees and the usl' ol' this levy has been dwngl'd to provide 

Hmding for sociul security and other authori1cd n.:ti1\:11wn1 programs. 

Similarly, the Legislature has nllowcd counties a 4-rnill levy for Comprehensive I lealth 

Jnsurnncc Premium cot-its. Unfortunately, lwalth instnance costs have i11creased much 

more, and much more quickly 1 thai1 property vallll'S. As a result, many eotrnlies can no 
longer fond these cm;ts with the 4-mi I ls al lo\\ ed. ThL' attached table shows the 11101-il 

recent compiled 1cvics for these two funds. 

Property tax levies, as this Committee is aware, were fro1,cn at the mill rates in plac~ in 

1997 for those levies at or above the statutory I i111 its. Prior to that time, a pcn.:ent{1ge 

growth was allowed at approximately the consumer price index. This past gro\vth is the 

reason that some health insurance levies are slightly above the 4Mmill lcvel. Obviously 

however~ the table indicates that this is primarily a smnllcr-~ounty issue. Those with 

small taxable valuation are finding it very dinicult to continue health insuranee programs 

with annual double-digit increases. 

As the table also shows1 those co111Hics c:ip11cd in !lhi hcal!h ins11rnnce 1L,vy hHVl~ 

sufficient ronin ill their OASIS levy to hear some of lhl~sc ~osls. As both levies nddrcss 
employt•e hcnefits1 we 1'1.!el allowing the use nr !'our mill~ ,vithi11 tlw OASIS ll'vy !()f' hoth 

type~ of henclits wn11ld he 11ppropria1e. 

Mt·. ( 'lrninrn1111md nwtnlwrs of the ( 'ommittcc, I sincl'rdy IH>jll' you will µi,·L' tlw, hill a 

Do Pn:-:s t\~l'.Ol1llt1L'IHIHtio11. 



A,,alysis of Selected County Levies 
(Ftom 1999 Prop•Hty Tal< Statlstlcal Report• ND Tax Dept.) 

Le!llst~ io MIii~ 
I 

Valuo of 

OASIS, Soc. 
1
comprohe11!>1vn 

Soc. & 1Honllh Coro 

Ono Mill notiromont /Insur. 

Adanw $ G, 504 7.13 ! 
nmrwi; $74,nrn 2.00 l 2.0Q 

l 

Bonnon $11,191 f 52 ! 5.0'1 

f3illi11us $4,3G2 13.2G l 
Bottinoau $18,8fi2 9.28 I 4.00 

{3owmnr1 $'/,l:l9G 6.33 

81Jrko $8,226 7.54 3.95 

Burloiuh $115,755 3.38 2.m1 

Cass $225,749 Cnnso!idutod Gonerul Fund 

Cavulier $18,128 1.ou I 4.8G - Dickey $12,863 a.a4 l 4 .11 

Divido $8,553 8.90 I 4.44 

Dunn $10,705 5.89 5.23 

Eddy $5,461 12,49 5.59 

Emmons $11,801 4.19 
Fosl(H $9,467 2,94 3.13 

Goldon Vulloy $4,943 6.47 

Grund Forks $106,888 9.34 3:10 

Grur1t $1,4&8 4.90 

Grig!)S $7,901 8.25 

Hotti11gor $7,118 6.5G 

Kidd or $7,882 6.44 4 .05 

l.oMouro $13,304 1.19 4.37 

Louim $6,158 7.00 

McHrmry $1 t,,243 5.27 4.39 

McIntosh $8,56'/ 13.64 5, 10 

McKonzlo $14,622 2.04 
Meloan $21,101 

Moroor $14,816 11.00 

Morton $44,896 16,70 3.98 

Motmtrnil $13,392 19.86 4.00 

Nolson $10,395 16.68 5.66 

Oltvor $4,590 8.93 4.00 

Pomblna $26,670 8.50 4.00 

Plerco $11,014 4.06 4.74 

Horn soy $21]1"5 3,9(5 5.20 

Ransom $11,991 8.09 6,26 

Ronvillo $.8,882 14.15 3.96 

Richland $36,902 
nolotto $8,672 9.81 

Smgont $10,988 6.06 4.19 

Sl1or!d11n $5,677 11. 2, 4.72 

Sioux ~. 1,990 18 .04 

Slopo $4,691 6.64 4.00 

Stnrk $ :?0,881 0.82 
Hluoln $8,1:31 9.09 ! 3.94 

Sllllt;lr\Bn ~'10. ri:.i:1 0.r,2 l 
Tow11n1 $ H),:M 1 3' ~,1 ! 3.60 

Tr111II $ ~O. GOB 1 a.9b l 4.00 

W111Blt ~'ll,G'/'J 11.~L 4.00 
_......._ .................. --..- ,_ .. - ..... ---

W111d ~l!n,ll1ti 1.G"/ I 2.06 

W11ll1; $ ),1,:>f,li !>. :rn ! '1 01 

Wllli11m 11 $ :J;.,. :l D I H,00 / '1.00 

L~~h:~ io O!Jllats 
OASIS, Soc. lcornprnhon~1vo 

Soc f, il{onlth Cilru Crnnpud11i11i.ivu I lcwlth 
( 

Rul11ernn111 .l111sur. \11<;111 ,lllt:l• Pr ovidnr 

$4 n,:r/4 $0 nm; 
(;,iB,5/3 H,O, /GU r1r n ~~ 
$77,90fj ~b6,402 J'[f ,'.; ,. 

$5/,83/ , $0 nm, 
$174,950 j $75,410 Bl11c1 c,oss/BS 

$4!:J,uso l $0 !31110 Cro!,i;/W.; 

$u2,023 ; $32,492 l'Ef~S 

$391,252 i $241,920 131tw Cruts!BS 
I 

$0 i $0 Bluu Ctos!;IBS 

$128,348 1 $87,922 PEW, 

$113,62:3j $52 ,s;n PU~S 
$76,118 ; $37,973 PEf~S 
$63,0GO $55,985 PEHS 
$68,206 $30,526 PERS 
$49,/446 i $0 PFl~S 

$21.1ae I $29,632 PERS 
$31,984 i $0 No! Prov1dnd 

$998,334 l $395,486 81tm Cwss/BS 

$3G,544 1 $0 Not Providod 

$65,187 $0 Ptl~S 
$ so,G;rn ~o (3lue C1 ot;i;/l'.:35 

$50,/57 $31,920 PEHS 

$95,(i56 j $58,138 rrns ( 
$43,103 I $0 PERS 
$80,329 $66,916 PERS 

$115,996 $43,691 PERS 
$29,828 $0 8hrn Cross/BS 

$0 $0 PERS 
$162,973 $0 Bluo Cross/BS 

$749,710 $178,688 PERS 
$265,962 $53,567 PERS 
$161,960 $58,838 PERS 

$40,989 $18,360 PERS 
$226,698 $106,681 PERS 

$44,'/16 $52,205 PERS 
$86,564 $ 113,968 Salf.lns11rr1d BCBS Atlmin 
$96,950 $62,954 PERS 

$126,682 $36,173 Blue Crtrnt;/HS 
$0 $0 PtRS 

$86,070 $0 pens or HMO ··-$6G,4 75 $46,038 PERS 
$133,641, $20,796 P(H5 

$35,899 I $0 Bhm Crn!;s/135 

$2G,986 $18,/62 !31tw CroHH!Bi, 
$206,77'/ $0 PERS ----------.--•-

183,00~ I $ 3b,018 Pfm; 
$346,2Ml $0 Oh 11: Ctoi;1;1 HS 

$33,G0/4 1 $ '.HI, 1 G'/ PLH!; 
$ ?.ll7,49'1 I $82,4:Hi 1'l·l{S ( 
$~30u, mo l $110,(3!10 Bllrn Crn•;i;1W; ----·-----·---·-
$ l•H),991 ! !, 1 m,,o 1 '> Pl'· H ~; 

$/G,(),11 ~ ti 7. ;,on Hl1111 Un!,!,,!l:i 

<y2G I ,oou I ~ 1 ;rn,t;o;,: \-idl lr1t,111nd HCH'.i /\<1111111 


