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2001 HOUSE GOVERNMENT AND VE'l'ERANS AFFAIRS 

HB 1227 



2001 IIOlJSE STANDING C'OMMl'!"l'EE MINUTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. IIB 122? 

I louse C iovcrnmcnt nnd Vcll.lrnn., A lfoirs C ·01111nittcc 

□ C '011forcncc ( 'ommitlcc 

I louring Dute 2/ I /0 I 

T11pl1 N lltl!.lJ.~1' --· -· 
2 

Minutes: 

Side B 
X 
X 

RE~, KLEltx called the hearing to order, \vith nil members present. 

In fuvor: 

REP, FROSETH, DISTRICT 6 

Please sec attached testimony. 

tvh.11~!1' II 
7."~-5~~~ 
3811- I JOO 

REP, KROEQE.R asks how many licensor bonrds have more consumer people on it than one'? 

FROSETH replies that he is not sure. 

REP. M. KLEIN replies that over a period of time these boards have been added to by t!ic 

consumel' side. 

REP. METCALF asks about line 9, the elimination of the word personal, does the word of 

personal mean constant people over their shoulders? REP. FROS ETH replies that the definition 

of constant personal means that there must be a journeyman or a master electrician to supervise 

at all times. REP. METCALF states that does not mean constant supervision to him, 



Pngu 2 
J lmuic Government und Vctcruns Affuirs Committee 
Bill/Rctmlutlon Number HU 1227 
I h.inring Dutu 2/ l /0 I 

l!lW,. FROSlffU stntos to the <.:ommittcc that is why he wo11ld like to tukc thut langungc out, 

since it is such u gruy urcu. 

BEP, KLEMIN usks ubout ,,II the hourds in sc'-'lion hix, is that not II lkcnsing hoard'! 

gnP, fl{<lfilITl.1 replies thnt he is not sure. 

lil~J>, I !AA~ stutcs to the co111111ittcc thut l•:SPB is u I k:cnsing board. 

RBP, CJ1.HARY usks why would11 1t ull the other boards thnt lkc:nsc hl' indudcrJ in this lisl'! 

Jilll~ . .l.B_QSfilU replies thul he docs 1101 know. BEi', CL.Elill-Y asks ahout pugc 2, line X, rdrnill 

things thnt cun be Included. So we cun get these things built without 1111y supervision'! 

BJll?, FRQ8IT.l:1 replies thut section 430921, stnndurds for wiring clcctricul equipment. Comply 

with the rules of the bourd, 

REI\ DEVLIN nsks uboul udding mcmbl'rs from the public, diverse group on it ulrcucly. What is 

the need to huvc 2 out of 3 members ns to having nothing to do with the industry? 

MP, PROSETH replies that there has been a trend nution wide, our stutc is better represented to 

the public if there nre people from the public sector that uro on these boards. There rnuy be some 

amendments out there. It may go to a 7 member board. REP, DEVLlt'.J asks about u rough in 

inspection done by n licensed electrician or by a inspector from the state board'? REP. FROSETH 

replies that all work has to be supervised by a master ele~trician, REP. DEVLIN asks what arc 

the credentials of the third par\y? REP. FROS ETH replies that they h:ive master electricians. 

REP. KROEBER asks about elimination's. Staggering dates to replace tlu~m. Certainly the 

Governor has the right to appoint as the openings occur. 

REP. HUNSKOR asks if a journeyman can do the work? REP. FROS ETH replies yes. 

REP. HUNSKOR has some concerns with the lowering of standards. REP. FROS ETH does not 

believe that it would lower the standards. 



Pugu 3 
House (iovornmont und Vctcruns Affuirs Committee 
Bill/Resolution Number HB 1227 

, 11 JI curing Dnlc 2/ I /0 I 

• 

Oppose: 

Jlli.b1ALD OFFERDC\IU,. EXEC'UTJYJiJ2lli.E(TQli EQR.Tl II! ~I? ST6JJ.: l:LE£IRL[6.1 

Ui26HQ 

PlcHsc sec uttnchcd testimony, 

HJ.~ M, KLnlbl usks if the bourd stlll has the authority to i11spcl·t the building'! Jll:I.EH.11A.11L 

replies thut yes they uo.JUW,M, Kl.Fili nsks ii' u lk·crn,cd clcctrkiun did not inspct·t a 1..·t•rt11in 

unit the power compnny would not hook it up for clci;.~tridty? ..DJJJi.lill.6.llL rcplil.\s tlwt is trnc. 

~.1. CLE6RY usks who inspects the modular units?_Qf.E.li.RPAI IL r'l.•plics that 11 is dom· by u 

liccmicd clcctriciun, rough in inspection. 

REP, M, ~LEIN usks if they deal with mobik homes'! QB.:l~Rl)(\11 L rcplk~s thut tlH.1Y don't. 

Oppose: 

GERALD ROALDSON. ND STA JE EL[~CTRJ£.A.L. B06RD 

Pleuse see attached testimony. 

Oppose: 

JERRY FREY, PRESIDENT OF THE BISMARCK-MANDAN ELECTRICAL 

illNTRACTOR'S ASSOCJ. / OWNER OF ELECTFlC SYSTEMS. INC. OF BISMARCK 

Pfoase see attached testimony. 

Oppose: 

RICHARD HAMMOND. NDAEIR 

HAMMOND states to the committee that the REC's should be represented on the board. lf an 

electrician is not being supervised he is being short changed . 



Puge 4 
House Government an,i Veterans Affairs Committee 
Bill/Rc~mlution Number HB 1227 
Heuring Dote 2/ l /O I 

Oppose: 

MAYER stutcs to the committee thut this bill would cllminutc the journcynrnn. There would be 

no HUpcrvision. Strongly opposes this blll. Bidding will µl) out of' state, No supervision would 

turn into one big dnycurc. 1 lls son made it very clcur tc him ~xuctly how it should work, us in if 

you do not hnvc Ii license to drive you better not drive. 

Oppose: 

.EUGHNE MAYER. NI) 1,~J..JK:TRl<:6L ('ONT!it,j,('Togs ASSQ~Ui~J.EMBEILQN 

THE STATE ELECTRICAL DQ/\RD 

Plcoso sec ntlnchcd testimony, 

Oppose: 

GREGORY DQCKTER. PRAIR.m ENGINEERlNCL P,(', 

Please see attached testimony. 

Oppose: 

JOHN DWYER, LIGNITE ENERGY COUNCIL 

DWYER talks to the committee ahout section 2 and section 6. Strongly urge3 the committee a do 

not pass on this biH. 

Oppose: 

COURTNEY KOEBELE, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR 

THE ND STATE ELECTRICAL BOARD. 

Please see attached testimony. 

The hearing was then closed until later that day. 



Puge 5 
Mouse Government und Vctcmns Aftiurs Committee 
BIII/Rc1mlutlon Number H13 1227 
Heuring Dute 2/1/01 

BUP, 111\AS motioned to ucccpt the amendments, seconded by BhP, CiRAN{)fi. A voice vote 

wus tukcn with the yes' currying it. .lilll!.,.ll.6.A.S motioned for u DO PASS AS AMENDt:D, 

seconded by 1U~8t\NDE, The roll cull was tukcn with 4 YES, 11 NO. Motion FA II.ED. 

l~EP, CLnARY then motions for H DO NOT PASS /\S /\MENDED, seconded by 

B..l.lf
1 
.UELLEW, The roll cull wns then tukc11 with I 5 YES, 0 NO. Tiu: motion carri1:s. Tl.\.' 

CARRIER of tho bill idJUlP, rLliA.RY, 

IIH 1227 

DO NOT PASS AS AMl~NDEIJ: 1~-0 



10334,0101 
Tltle.0200 

\}f-
Adopted by the Government and Veterans / )o J 
Affairs Committee ol ~ 

February 2. 2001 

HOUSE t\MENDMENTS T2 HB 1227 HOUSE GVA 2/2/01 
Paga 1, line 1. replace I subsection 1 of section 43•09·01, sections" with "secllon" and ,ornove 

tha second comma 

Page 1, lln':J 2, remove "43·09-13.1, 43·09· 16, and 43·09· 18, and subsoctlon 1 of so~tion 
54-07-01 ,2" 

Page 1, llne 3. replace "professional llcensure reql1lrernents ror eleclrlclans ar1d
11 

with "the" 

Page 1 • remove llnes 6 th·ough 9 

Page 1, line 13, ovorstrikb' "five" and ln&ort lmmedlatoly theronrtor 
11

~" 

Pago 1 • line 14, overstrike 11one term 11 

Page 1, line 16. overstrike 11explres" and In sort lmmodiatf.lly thereafter "nQJ!lOJ.eJbMJWQ. 1wms 
~xplre" 

Page 1, line 18, remove tt1s overs!rlko over 11
~

11 and re1nove "ru" 

Page 1, removo lines 23 and 24 

HOUSE AMENDMENTS TO HB 1227 HOUSE GVA 2/2/01 
Page 2, 1 emove lines 1 through 30 

HOUSE AMENDMENTS 'l'O HB 1227 HOUSE GVA 2/2/01 
Page 3, remove lines 1 through 31 

_HOUSE AMENDMENTS TChHB lh227 HOUSE GVA 2/2/01 
Page 4, remove unes 1 t roug 1 0 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 10334.0101 



Date: ~- / .. CJ/ ______ ...... _ .. __ .... 

Roll Cull Votu fl: / 

ioo1 IIOlJSE STANDING COMMIT'l'l~t: HOLL CALL VOTl•:s 
HILL/Rt:SOLllTION NO, }IA /~~7 

I louse GOVEHNMl~NT AND Vl•;TJ•:HAN~; AFFAIRS 

D Subcor11nlttoc 011 _ •.... --·· __ .. _ ... . ....... _ _ .. __ .. _ __ ........ . 

or 
0 Co11fcrc11L'.U Conunittcu 

Lcgislntivo Coundl Amc11dmu11t Number 

Molion Mndc lly _;i\(a:4a.-.'_ _ _ _ __ _ ___ . _ ~~condcd . ~ . 

·-=== 
Hvp_•·~n t II t Ives Yes No l~l'll l'l'Sl' 11 t II' I \'CS -

CHAIRMAN KLEIN RHP KROEBHR 
VICE CHAIR GRANDE 
REP BELLEW 
REP BRUSEOAARD 
RE? CLARK 
REP DEVLIN ,. --.11. • 
REP HAAS ~t'J.Y \,J' -- l~~~y 

~ r\ro REP KASPER \ /" ,.... 
REP KLEMIN -~ iv- 11 J \. ~ 

A & 

REP MEIER lYO 
REP WIKEi-.IHEISER 
REP CLEARY 
REP HUNSKOR -
REP METCALF 

( '0111mittcc 

--
\'\•S No ·-

-

--

-

_j 
-

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) __________ No _________ _ 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



DUI\~: -~,:HJ_ ...... ···---···· ... 
Roll Call Vote fl: ~ 

( ·u111millci: 

D Subl.!ommillc~i 011 

or D C'o11fcn:1wc ( 'ummittcc 

Lcgislutivc Coum:il /\mcndmcnt Number 

/\ction 'l'uk1m ... ,{)()__ RatJ-(> J}S . .fl~ 
Moti,m Mmlc By .. ~.. .. . ~~rnlillcd ~' 

HCf)rl'Sl'll(lll h1l1S \'l'S No lkp n•st111 l u l h·cs Yl1S '.'fo -- - ,__ ____ --
CHAIRMAN KLEIN v., Rl•:P KHOEBER V 

✓ 
. -----

VICE Cl !AIR Glt\NDE 
REP BELLEW v'-
REP BRUSECJAARD ✓ 

REP CLARK v ... 
REP DEVLIN ., 

REP HAAS v' , - - v REP KASPER , 

REP KLEMlN ~ 
V 

REP MEIER y· . 
REP WIKENHEISER v.,, 
REP CLEARY v ✓ 
REP HlJNSKOR ,// 

REP METCALF v 
~ .. -

Total (Yes) __ ___,L.'-/ __ _ No _ __,_/
4

/ _______ _ 

Absent 

FJoor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly fadlcate intent: 



2001 IIOlJSE STANDING COMMITT•:E HOLL CALL VOTt~S 
UILL/IU~SOLlJTION NO, )Ii; /t$~ 7 

J·JCJ\181.l c;oVEHNMl1~NT AND VJ.:Tl~RANS AFFAIRS _________ , _____________ _ 
D Subcornmittco 011 _________ ....•...•. 

or 
D Conf'cl'cncu Committee 

Committee 

I .cglslutivc Council Amendment Number ·--·· ··--·-·--·-·. ·-··-·-···---··-·---····---- .... _ .. ______ -·-······-- __ ...... 

Action Token ______ ,(k, fr« __ ~_ .. '2VS ~~---···-·-- ..... --······ 
Motion Mndc 13y ~--- ____ . ~~condud -~---·-·····--·-· ___ ..... 

Rc1>n1st'llf ntlvcs Yt1S.,; No Hcr>rcsl' 11 t n t IVl'S \'cs No 
CHAIRMAN KLEIN V, REP KROEBER V 
VICE CHAIR GRANDE V, --
REP BELLEW V✓ 
REPBRUSEGAARD V 
REP CLARK vi , 

v/ -REP DEVLIN -
REP HAAS v/ 

v/ -REP K,A.SPER 
V ·-REPKLEMIN 

REP MEIER v 
REP WJKENHEISER VJ 
REP CLEARY V: 
REP HUNSKOR ll / 
REP METCALF V 

Total 

Absent 

(Yes) ___ /_5 _____ No __ 0 ________ _ 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 

1' 



REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE (410) 
February 6, 2001 8:32 a.m. 

Module No: HA•20·2324 
Carrlor: Cleary 

Insert LC: 10334,0101 Title: ,02()0 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1227: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. M, Kleln, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amondod, rocommonds 
00 NOT PASS (15 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSEl~T AND NOT VOTING), HB 1227 was 
placod on the Sixth order on tho cnlendar, 

Page 1, lino 1, replace "subsection 1 of section 43-09·01, sections" with "section" nnd rornovo 
the second comma 

Paga 1, line 2, romovo "43·09-13.1, 43-09· 1 G1 nnd 43·09-18, and subsoction 1 of section 
64•07-01 ,2'' 

Page 11 line 3, replace "prolosslonol llcensure roqulrornonts lor oloclricions nnd" wlt11 "tho" 

Page 1, ramovo lines 6 through 9 

Page 1, llne 131 overstrike "flvo" and lnsort lmrnodiutoly thoroafter '1s.Lt 

Page 1, llne 14, ovorstrlktJ "one term" 

Page 1, line 15, overstrike "expires" and In sort immodiatoly thoronfter "n0. 1 nof1~ thnn_two Jorms 
~It 

Page 1, line 18, remove the overstr!k0 ovor 11 -r-ftHe" and romovo "or" 

Page ·1, remove lines 23 and 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 4, remove lines 1 through 1 o 

Renumbor accordingly 

(2) DESK, (3) COMM Page No. 1 HR,20·2324 



2001 TES'l'IMONY 

118 1227 



Tcstln1ony IID 1227 
H)' Hcprcs•mtuOvc GJ1m f'roscth, District 6 

Chulrmnn Klein und members of the I Jousc OVA committee. For the rc.:cord my numc is 
Rcprcscnt11tivc Glen Froscth from Kcnmnrc1 representing District 6, 

I nppcnr lw1hrc you todny to present HB 1227 und urge your fovornblc consid1..•rntion. 

IIB 1227 mukcs several drnngcs und updates to sec lions NDCC 4J.Q9 n:lating lo I kt:n:,ing 
rc,1uircmcnts and bourd membership to the State Elc1.:trkal Bonrd. Some of thc:,;c chungcs 11,nd 
updntcs urc tcchnir:ul chungcs Ill lunguugc und prm:cdun::,; lo busicull>' modernize, und ot}wr 
chn11gcs nrc designed to mukc the Bourd more 0 C'o11sumcr Orlcntcd". 

Bcnr with mens I highlight the chnngcs: 

Section I: rvtcrcly L'hnngcs the term "person" to 1'indiddl1111'' to nwk<.· it mon: gctH.h.·r 
friendly. It nlso removes tlw wnrd '1p1.·rso1rnl" from the type of supc1·vision H liccnsi.~d 
clcctricinn is to give nn apprentice, who mny be lcurning the trade '\>11 the joh" and 
gnining his cxpcricm:e rntings to udvancc in tlw ranks of u titled c!L·ctrlciun. The rcuson 
for this chung~ is thnt it is douhtl'ul nwny lkcnscd clcrtrkians givi..· an apprlntkc 
constant 11pcrsonnl" SllJK'rvision whih: they an: on lht..• job. Tlwy undouh!1.•dly sup1.·rvb1.· 
their wor:,. nnd inspt'l.'l the Jinn! product, hut tlw n.•rc,1.·11(.;c tu "pcrsonul" supervision is an 
outdntcd procedure. 

Section 2: Chungcs th~ makeup of the Slate Elcrtrical Board. The purpose of this 
proposed chungc is to mnkc the Board more consunwr oricnlccl. Presently the Bomd 
consists of only one member who represents the public, while four urc industry 
rcprcscntutivcs. The change will ullow two mcmbtl''-: to represent the public l·ncl three to 
be ns~ocintcd with th~ electrical industry, Other dumgcs in this section arc only to clar:fy 
language. 

S~ction 3: Ag~tin removes the word 11pcrsonal" from the type of supervision offered an 
apprentice by a licensed electrichn. 

Section 4: Adds a sub-section (No. 5) to 43-09-16, when electricnl work is done by a 
person not requiring an electrician's license so long as the work is done in compliance 
with the standards set forth by 43-09-21, which is the standards for electrical wiring and 
equipment. 

Section 6: This Amendment adds the State Electrical Board to the list of Boards whose 
members are required to resign from such boards effective January 1st of the first year of 
each four-year term of the Governor, thereby allowing a NEW Governor to appoint 
members to the Electrical Board. 

These are the proposed changes in HB 1227 and I encourage the Committee to give this proposal 
a "Do Passi' recommendation. 

Thank You. 
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f or Htato ulootrlcnJ honrd - Dion. 
a soul nd may ndopt ronaonnblo ruins 
I bmJt fJ blonnlnl rorort to tho 

1co wHh aoction 04,06-04. Tho 
nsf>octorij Hhull lnspucti ¼ithln 

ny o oct.rlcnl wlrinM lnRtullutlon 
or moro in municlpulltloJ hnvlng 

. tho oloctricul lnatnllutlon nnd n{>provo 
,hnll mnko n r·oport of tho lnspuc ion on 

t:tr110Uv11 Date. 
'l'he l l>Ob umundmont or thl11 1wcllon by 

suction :w of chuptor 350, ti.I.. Hrnri hvcuuw 
uffoctl vu Au,11uet l, 11.lllu. · 

lhltud - 14JxooJ)Uons - Ponnlty, 
action. whuro un olri.'!tr'lcnl liconso iR 
19 or by locul or<llnnnco, 110 ptH'twn muy 
lcnl survlcos without boing llconsod nH 
ss B or mnator oloctr1clnn unlosR thnt 
10 oloctrlcnl sorvicos with n liconHocl 

lon Is guilty of n cln1:1s D mlsdonH111no1· 
1 flno in oxcoss of ono hundl'od dollnrs 
nt may be imposod, 
(on is guilty of n clnas A miaclCJnwnnor 
conviction. but tho ponnltlos uro us 

e in excess of 0110 thousimd 
ont muy bo impoaod, 

ion. n flno not to oxcood one 
ent not to exceed thirty dnya, 

section l of chapter 400, S,L, 1095 hocnmo 
effactlve August 1, 1995, 

ind class B electrician - Under
a contract ngreement or undertaking 
electrical wiring or Installation of 
a master e!ectrician or a class B 

1ith the board an undertaking in the 
1r electrician or four thousand dollars 
on the f aithfu) performance of aJJ 

;rician, on strict compliance with the 
q~lrements of the board. In addition, 
d m the amount of fifty dolJara by a 
'forty dollars by a class B electrician, 
> made must be accumulated by the 

r 
I ·~l.F.CTJUCIA~S 

honrd In a Bpociul fuud to bo u1.rnd for tho ,•oml>letion of instullntions 
nliundonod by oloc~trlcinno rofurrod to in this 1rnc, Ion, not tel cxcood thu 
nmount of flvo thousnnd clollnra for· n n111stor eloctr1clnn nnd four thousnnd 
dollnrs for n clnss B oloctJ'lciun, Tho bomd shall wnlvo thu doposlt for n 
rorwwnl of llconso by oloctrlc:innR who h1wo mode nn inltinl d(! 1x,sll under 
this suction if nt lhu hoglnning of tho r·unowul yonr tho fund oxcoods flf\.y 
t.lwu&und dollnrH, Funds in uxc1.11,s of flfiy tho\lsnnd dollur1, nt tho t•nd of oach 
yonr muy bu ,·onunitlml nncl urrnd nl tho <lil'cl'tion of tho lion rd lo Inform rmd 
udutnto oll•ctricinnH coucorning thu rnqulromunts oflho eluctricul codo, 'l'hc 
honrd mnY p1·l1t1<.Tilw forn11:1 for tlw undurt.uking nnd moko rulos lt deumt1 
m,t·(1HK111·v' to currv out thu lntont of thifl Hnction, . . 

Hour,,01 8.1,. 11117, ch. 118. ~ 4; 1019, d\. 
12a, § 4: lll'J5 Hupp.,§ r,7Hb•1; 81.. 1027, ch. 
J:IO, § Ii llMI, ch. ~:in, f 4; H.C. HJ4~, § 4!1• 
OIIH; H,1,, l!J.IU, d1. ~·87, § 7; wr,ri, ch. 282, 
§ 7; I Uli7 Hupp., § 4:i•Ul.114: 8.L. HJ70, ch. 
•161, § I; 1118:l, ch. 470, ~ ~; lllll7, rh. ij)a, 
§ a; HHHI, ~h. r174, § I. ..,,,.,,,,,,_-- ... 

t:trectlvf. n11to, 
The IOOO nrut•nrlnwnl uf lhis 1wi•1i1m b,\' 

Ht·rlion 1 of cl111pt(•r a74, 8.1,. lUO!l hut·unw 
uf1i.1cllvt• August l, l ODO. 

411.00.10. Whon ll<~t•n110 not rtiqulrod, Tho following JWl'Homi muy 
uot lw l'oquirnd to hold nn uloctriclnn's liconso: 

1. gmplo,YlHl~ of public utilities engugod in tho mnnufnctur~i nod 
diHtrihutiun of Pltictricnl onor~y whlm ungngod in work chroctly 
1rnrl11ininit to tho m1rnuf11<.'turo rmd dlRtrlbution of (Jloctrlcnl onorgy, 
l'hiH oxt•111plicm tvrmin11tus nt thu flnit point of sorvico nttnchmllnt, 
1ixcupt for tho inHt11lling or toating of uloctrlc mot\ ~fl nncl mou;rnring 
<hivicoti nnd tho mnintcmn:1cc oft heir 1wrvice, 

2. l•:mployoos of ~ Cl~lllprmy thnt opurntos or lnstulls tc~lophonet 1~nd 
rnd10 comnn11llt'ntwn aystoms whon ongugod in work pcrtnlnmg 
dirnctlv to tho instnllntion of lelophono und rudlo conununicntlon 
conductoni (JI) Jiremit;es whore t.ho instnllntions nre mudo for UIW 
oxclusivoly for• the trrrnsmlssion of telephone nml radio slgnnls. 

3, gmplo)1eos of clonlors in housoholcl npplhmcos, sut'h us room uir 
condltwnors, clothes clryors, clis~washora,. freewrs, gurbngc dif.1pos-
11ls, rofrigernlors, stoves, wnshmg mnchmois, waior hontors, nnd 
similar upplinnCllS when such omployoes are installing nnd connoct
ing such npplinncos to an existing e)ertrlcnl rocoptncie. 

4, A representative of a mnnufncturing firm that is installing or 
modifying controls of wirinv 1:,olely on industrial muchlnory that Is 
for use by tho firm itElfllf. anu performed by or under the. direction of 
o registered professional engineer whCJ lssues a stato•ncccpt od ev" 1-
unt.ion which is to be maint.ained with the equipment, -So\lrce1 S.l,, 1917, ch. 118, § 2; 1919, ch, 

123, § 2; 1025 Supp.,§ u78b2; S,L. 1927, ch, 
139, § 1; 1941, ch. 227, § 2; H.C, 1943, § 43• 
0916; S,L, 1976, ch. 399, § 1; 1999, ch. 375, 
§ 1. 

Effective Date, 
The 1999 amendment of this section by 

eoctlon 1 of chu.pter 376, S.L. 1999 became 
tlffecU•ie April 9, 1999, pursunnl to nn emer
gency clauRe in aeclion 2 of chns,ter 376, S.L, 
1999. 

43-09-21, Standards for eJectrical wiring and equipm,<lnt, All 
electrical wiring1 apparatus, or equipment must comply w.ith the rules of the 
board made under authority of the laws of this state and in conformity with 

31 
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n 

OCCUPATIONS AND PROFESSIONS 

the approved methods of construction for snfety to life and property, The 
regulutions in the national electriral code and the nntionn) electricul safety 
co<le as npprov&d by the American national standards institute ar(.l primu 
facie evidenco of these approved methods. Any municipality may make more 
stringent requirements. An electrical installation may not be connected for 
use until proof has been furnished to the person, flrm, corporation, or 
limited liability company supplying electrical energy that there is compli• 
nnce with the applicable regulations. The manufncturer of a new manufnc• 
tured building or modular unit shnll mnke any changes required for the 
proof within fourteen days from the not.ice that the builcling or unit does not 
comp)y with the applicable regulations. This section does not apply to tl:c 
movement of a new manufactured building or modular unit into or within 
this state before tho process of being connected for use, 

Source: S.L. 1917, ch. 118, §§ 6, 8; 1019, 
ch. 123, § 6: 1025 Supp.,§ o78b6; S.L. 1941, 
ch, 227, § 6; RC. 1943, § 43-0921: S.L. 1985, 
ch. 470, § 1; S.L. 1993, ch. 54, § 106; 10i19, 
ch, 351, § 2. 

f<~t'rcctlvc Date, 
'I'hu 1999 nmenclment of this 1wct!ot1 by 

!luction 2 or chnpter 351, S.L. 1999 bccnme 
effective August 1, 1999. 

43•09·22, lm1pcction of installuUon -Condcmnation.11he bourd 
has jurisdiction over nnd shall provide inspection for nU electrical instnlln
tions. Inspectors authorized by the bonrd mny condemn instullntions haz
ardous to lifo and property or may order specific corrections to be made, 
Inspectors may order sorvice thereto discontinued nfter notice to the owner 
of the property. The order is subject to tho owner's right of uppeal to the 
board. No condemned installation may be reconnected for service until proof 
has boon furnished that the installation has been brought up to the required 
atandards. The board may charge the master electrician responsible for the 
installation a fee to cover the cost of inspection. Cities may mnke provisions 
for inspection of all electrical wc..rk done within their corporate limits. City 
ins_pectors r.hnll register their names with tho board within ten duys after 
their appointment, 

Source, S.L. 1917, ch, 118, §§ 6, 8; 1919, 
ch, 123, § 6; H>26 Supp,,~ 578b6; S,L, 1941, 
ch, 227, § 6; R.C, 1943, § 43-0922; S,L. 1997, 
ch, 366, § t 

EN'ectlve Oate. 
'l'he 1997 nmondmct.t of this anction by 

Mctlon 1 of chapter 3601 S.L. 1997 ~*come 
effective Augu11t. I, 1997. 

43°09-28, Criminal penaJty - Civil proceedings, Any person who 
violates any of the provisions of this chapter is guilty of n clnss B 
miademeanor. ln addition to cr.iminal proceedings, the ooard rnay corr 1.ence 
administrative or civil court proceedings as follows: 

1. The bo.ird mar issue a cease and desist order a~ainst u pur·s011 
allegedly making or offering to mnke electrical mstallntions in 
violation of section 43~09-09 or 43-09-09.2 based upon informntlon 
provided to the board by its electrical inspectors or other persons, by 
1nveetigntfon reports, affidavits, complaints of witnesses, or oral 
testimony given to the board at n reIDilar or special hoard meeting. 
Violation of th0 cease and desist oraer may be considered bv U-ie 
court in issuing a temvorary or permanent restraining order nncl in 
ordering the payment of costs nnd attorney's fees in proceedings 
authorized under this section, 

2, The board may apply to the district court in the county in which the 
violation~ .have occurred for a temporary or permanent injunction 
under chapter 32·06, enjoining persons frotn performing, ndvertis• 
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HB 1227 

Chairman Klein and other members of Government and Veterans Affair~ Committee 

My name is Donald Offerdahl. I am the Executive Director for the North Dakota State Electrical 
Board. 

The board is opposed to HB 1227 

My role is to provide information to the Committee on how these proposals would affect the 
North Dakota State Electrical Board. 

The purpose of the board is the practical safeguarding of persons and buildings und building 
contents from the hazards that arise from the use of electricity. 

There are four areas of concern, the first being changing the requirements for Apprentice 
Electricians to not have personal supervision. This would nffoct the safety of the citizens of 
North Dakota in addition to providing the necessary supervision to assure the proper installation 
of electrical wiring and devices. You could have apprentices working alone on 480 volt circuits 
or higher with no knowledge of how hazardous it is. From our continuing education cards from 
the past few w~eks, we have asked attendees to comment on removing "personal" that is 
proposed in this bill. Over 90% felt that personal supervision is needed. For you see the more 
knowledgeable person who is teaching you the trade, the better you will be when you are a 
Journeyman electrician. 

This would also affect the enforcement of Apprenticeship ratio, which could result in nil the 
apprentices working on one job and all Journeyman on others. We would have some control for 
contractors that reside in North Dakota, but for those contractors that reside out-ofMstate, it would 
be virtually impossible to regulate. 

The exemption that is proposed on page 2 would exempt any construction company presently 
doing business in North Dakota, whose primary product is to build or manufacture buildings, not 
to have licensed electricians doing the work. 

We have experienced companies that build and wire modular homes in North Dakota. These 
buildings were not wired by an electrician and were done under a third party inspection system. 
Once we became aware of the work an inspection wns made with the code violations listed on 
the enclosed Electrical Inspection Report, These violations took numerous months to correct. 
Since we have adopted rules requiring the manufacturer to have the building wired under the 
supervision of a licensed electrician, we have not experienced the severity of code violations. 

Changing the makeup of North Dakota State Electrical Board that adds another person not 
directly associated with the electrical industry would remove a member that has tech11icnl 
knowledge that is needed to develop rules and policies of the board. 



The makeup of the board was established for a particular reason. It brings a wide variety of 
interest from the electrical industry that is needed to meet the technical changes that directly 
affects the electrical industry. The North Dakota State Electrical Board is a very active board. 
Their expertise and qualifications have been reviewed by the Governor before their appointment. 
Adding the Electrical Board to the list of boards thnt must resign at the beginning of a new 
Governors terril would re!,ult in lack of continuity between boards which the electrkal 
contractors, engineers and power companies rely on in their day-to-day business. 

I would like to thank the committee for the opportunity to present you with these views, 

I will try to answer any questions at this time. 



• PAGE 1 OF 2 

~~~~~~ if.1.&~1:~i\;\ -(if~ !\1 " ► 1" · C --'>-J'J. . .: 
ELECTRICAL INSPECTION REPORT 
NORTH DAKOTA STATE ELECTRJCAL BOARD 
SFN 11856 {10-95) 

NORIH OAICOTA STATE B..£CTRICAl. BOARD 
P.O. BOX 857 

~~ ~;;;
-l~~~~-

~~$-z-

B!SMARCJC.. NO 58502 

Inspection of the following electrical installation was made and certain items were noted. The items fisted are c"Xfe viobtions and although not necessarily a 
hazard~ corrections are required if so noted. 

Date Certificate Number 

MAY 16~ 2000 UNIT 2 124364 
Name Address 

COMMERCIAL GROUP .~T 1222 N CENTRAL AVE 
City I County_ Twp. t Range t Sec. Ou.ier 

KENMARE WARD 
Name of COIT'pany svpplying current Address 

~!!me of electrical contractor Address Lie. No. 

l □APPROVED ~ APPROVE.J SUBJECT TO CORRE'CT!ON □ REJECTED 
T ypa of building inspected Waring was all new? 

HOUSE fxlYES nNO 

r 
CODE VIOLATION OR REMARKS COaRECTION 

REQUIRED 

1) TERMINALS wrrn !-ORE THAN ONE CONDUCTOR ARE REQUIRED TO BE IDENTIFIED FOR THE PURPOSE OR TERMINATED 

WITH A SINGLE CONDUCTOk AS REQUIRED IN 110-14(A) 1999 :NEC YE.5 

2) EQUIPMENT GROUNDING CONDUCTORS SHALL BE ELECT!UCALLY AND MECII.Al'ITCALLY SECURE AS REQUIRED IN &'1.TICLE 

110-14(B) 199 NEC YES 

3) PRCVIDE DISCONNECTING MEANS wrnl~IGHI OF BASEBOA.."lffi BEATERS OR LOCKABLE DEVICE IN PANEL BOARD AS 

REQUIRED Ili 42:-19(B)(l) 1999 NF£ YES 

4) PROVIDE DISCONNECTING WITHIN SIGHT OR LOCKABLE DEVICE Ju PANEL FOR WATER HEATER .AS REQUIRED 

BY 422-31 1999 :NEC YES 

5) PROVIDE PROPER OVERCUHRENT PROTECTION ON 4500 WATT WATER HEATER AS RF,QUL"IBD IN 422-13 1999 NEI: YES 
NOTE: This Installation will be considered approved by the State EJectrical Board if the required conections are made and a signed copy of th1s qport is .-.turned to the Bec:sric:al Board offlc:a within 
30 day-9. 

I certify the above required (;OIT~tions t.ave been made. 

Name of Inspector 
RON IID-lELS 

Signature of Licensed Bectrician Date 

The North 0-te E1ectrical Board will pwvide this form m an alternate format upon requ 
OISTRJ8UTJO 
White Copy - o tate fJectrical Board Pink Copy - To Jnspector Green Copy - Contractor·s J>, Record Yellow Copy-To State Bectrical Board After Corrections Have 
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~~~ ELECTRICAL INSPECTION REPORT 
tl~~~lj NORTH OAKCTA STATE ELECTRICAL BOARD 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE B..ECTIUCAL BOARD 
P.0.80X 857 

~ A ~i SFN 11856 (10-95) 
BISMARCK. NO 58502 

.. ~t,. 
Inspection of the foJlowing electrical in~taUs!ion was made and certain items were noted. 
haz!ud. corrections are required if so noted. 

The items listed are code violations and although not siecessarily a 

Date 
MAY 16, 2000 

CA,rt;ficate Num~ 
UNIT 2 124864 

Name 
COMMERCIAL GROUP WE.ST Addr= 

1222 N CENTRAL AVE 
Cty 

KENMARE I County \-JARD 
Twp. \ Range l Sec. Quarter 

Name of company supplying current Address 

Name of electrical contractor Address Lie. No. 

□ APPROVED [] APF'ROVED SUBJECT TO CORRECTION □ REJECTED 
Type of building inspected 

HOUSE 
Wiring was all new? 

-~YES □NO 
CODE VIOLA Tl ON OR R!:MARl<S 

CORRECTION 
REQUIRB) 

6) RANGE CABLE IS REQUIRED TO HA VE PROPER BOX WITH SHEATHED CABLE EN'fERIWG TIIE CABi.E CLAHP BY AT L'E.AST 

1/4" AS REQUIRED IN 370-17 1J99 NEC YES 

7) SERVICES RATED 200 AMPS OR LARGER SHALL BE INSTALLED wrm A fili'H}lUM OF 40 BRAI"\IGI CIRCTJIT SPACES AS 

REQUIRED IN 24-02-01-08 (4)(B) YE.5 

8) C0~1IBCTIONS ARE REQUIRED 'IO BE DONE BY A ND LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR YES 

9) LIVING ROOM 2 BEDROOM HALF OF UNITS 1-IBRE INCONVENIENT TO INSPECT KI IUiE OF Il~SPECi'JON AND WERE 

NOT INSPECTED. 

10) ARE ALL SPLICES IN J-BOXES .Al.'ID ARE READILY ACCE.5SIBLE? 

11) CORRECTIONS ARE REQUIRED TO BE COMPLETED BY £'l rm LICENSED ELEC CONTRACTOR YES 
N01J6 This installation will be considwed approved by the State Electrical Boatd if the required co~ons ate made and a signed copy of 1his nlport is returned to 1he Bectrical Board office -Main 
_____ d.ys. 

J certify the above required corrections have been made. 

Name of Inspector j Signature of Licensed &,ctriclan J Date 

The North D 
DISTRIBUTIO 
White Ccpy-

RON IHMELS 

te E.ctricat Board win provide this form in an alternate fonnat upon Tequ 

ate Electrical Board Pin\ Cos,y- To •.n~ctor Green Copy - Contractor's P, Recos-d Yellow Copy- To State Bectric81 Board After Correctic;ns Have 

I 

. 



43-0.9-21. Standards for Electrical Wiring aud Equipm~~nt. - All electrical 
wiring, apparatus, or equipment must comply with the rules and regulations of 
the board made under authority of the laws of this state and in conformity 
with the approved methods of construction for safety to life and property. 
Th regulations in the national electrical code and the national electrical 

code as approved by the American engir1eering standards committee are 
facie evidence of these app~oved methods. Any municipality may make 

more stringent requirements. An electrical installation may not be connected 
for use until proof has been furnished to the person, finn or corporation 
supplying electrical energy that there is compliance with the applicable 
regulations. The manufacturer of a new manufactured buildi~g er modular unit 
shall make any changes required for the proof within fourteen days from the 
notice that the building or unit does not comply with the applicable 
regulations. This section does not apply to the movement of a new 
manufactured building or modular unit into or within this state befo~e the 
process of being connected for use. 

'. 
, ... 



HB 1227 

Chainnnn Klein and other members of the Government and Veterans Affairs Committee, 

My name is Gerald Roaldson·, I am u member of the Lorth Dakota State Electrical Board. I was 
appointed by past Governor Ed Schafer in 1996 to represent Investor Owned Utilities. 

J am employed by Ottertail Power Company and have been for the past 32 years. The past 25 
years I have spent working in the service area as a representative, giving me a working 
relationship with area electrical contractors. 

I would like to address my concerns with you on several parts of House Bill 1227. 

Beginning with Section 1, Line 9, Where personal has been lined out, 

i can assure you, the members of this committee, that personal supervision has a significant 
importnnce. An apprentice learning the tracJe under the personal supervision of a I icensed 
electrician, his or her progress can be monitored and evaluated on the job and us the job 
progresses, errors cun be corrected before they become habit. 

From a regulatory perspective, it' becomes a manageable task to monitor Joumeyman to 
apprentice ratios when the perso~al supervision must according to the present statute be on the 
job when apprentices are. 

From the consumer perspective, they can expect nothing: less than a job done safely and 
according to state and federal standards, 

Section 2, 43-09-02 
Beginning on IJne 12, State Electrical Board !Vlcmbers, Terms of office and Vncunclcs, 

I believe fonner Governor Ed Schafer appointed members to the State Electrical Doard that 
could best represent the electrical industry, I also believe that every aspect of the industry is 
represented as well as the public, this is evident in the structure of the board to date, I believe 
that the legislators ofth~ past gave this issue n gretlt deal of thought in that they did include all 
interested in the industry a voice, 

Should one or more of these bodies be eliminated it could only lend to unfair representation nnd 
in my judgement not in the best interest of the citizens of the state of North Dakota. 

The goal of this electrical board is clear. We intend to represent the people we;: serve, that being 
everyone in this state. Not just some special interest group looking for a favor or a loop hole, I 
can assure this ~1ommlttee that there are steady pressure to do that. Vv'e believe that the laws that 
we follow are clear an<! In the best interest of the public, Safety is our major concern and should 
not be compromised for any reason, As all of us know, electricity has become one of the most 
neceRsary products of our society and most ofus also know that it can hurt us if we don't respect 
it and It's dangers. 



Section 3, 43-09-13.1 Apprentice Electrician Registration. Line 4. 

Again personal supervision is of vital importance as addressed in Section 2, 43-09-02. 

Section 4, 43-09-16 Wlten Llcense Not Required, Llne 28 #5 

Employees or contractors of a manufacturing facility that has manufactured buildings or modular 
units as the facility's primary product if the facility complies with the standards for electrical 
wiring and equipment under Section 43-09-21. 

Currently there are hundreds of licensed electricians in the state of North Dukota and apprentices 
working towards obtaining that license, a license that has taken them 4 years to ubtuin including 
many hours of study, we are now sending them the mes1iage that they don't have to have u 
license or nil of the training to wire a modular home. I'm not sure they will understand this. 

I believe that if we allow this bit't' to become law, we will be compromising saftty for spt)cial 
interest. 

Last, but 11ot least, Section 6 Subsection 1 of Subsection 54-07-01.2 line 12. 

Tlte following hoards and commissions subject to the limilations of tit is section mu,\·t be 
considered to ltav'1 resignedfrom such hoards and cmtrmissions effective Ja,waryflrst oftl,e 
first year of each four year term of tlte gover11or, · 

If I had to make a comparison to somt:thing similar to this, I ,vould compare this to term limits 
for legislators and J believe that the majority of the citizens do not agree with term limits. I 
would also compare the freshman legislator to the senior legislator, although the freshman hns 
plenty of energy and desire, he still has much to learn whereas the senior has been through most 
of the initiation process, 

We as board members are very similar, by the time we learn some of the very basic procedures, 
we are into our second and third years, 

I believe that we would seriouslY, erode the continuity of the boards and the problem solving 
abilities that these boards are faced with if we allow this bill to become law. 

For these reasons, I would ask that you defeat this bill. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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HOUSE BILL i227: 

- Oood M<.imlng: 

Chairman Klein, Vice Chairman Orandej Represeht8Uve Haas, Clark ahd kespeL 

My name is Jerry Frey. Jim here on behalf as Pfesident of the Bjstt1atck-Mat1dan Electrical Contractor1s 
Associ&tfon ahd as the owner uf Electric Systems* 1ttc. ofBjsnuuck. I woutd Uke to vo,ce tny opposition 
to thls bill. 

Starting with SEC'J'JON t with 'deleting the Wotd petsona1. without persottat supervfslott from a 
Journeytnatt or Master Electrician; quaHty of WodottuttshJt, wh,ch b a highly etnphasfzed action ht our 
industry, wHt definitely depreciate. Which mr.atts a nott .. trahted Jttdjviduat couJd comptete electrical 
tasks without consuttit1g qualified elcctrfcltWI for et day. a week or a tnothh. 

I guess J would not want the safety of my property ot fatnlfy. etitrusted to tton-quaHtied t.·~:rsot1nef. 

SEC1'JON 2t Change the make up of the NO State ElectnoaJ Board~ by deleting ~ tnembet of the 
electrfcal h1dustry1 to se1ect a metrtbet of the g~tietal pubHc wuutd be detritrtehtal ld the eieclricai 
industry ftt ND1 The govemor may find two j)etsutts qmdUied, but h.lghty Uhtikety. Whereas two 
members of a cooperative ot uUHty ate weH educat~d, ittfottrted of th~ safety ttt.easutes and welt versed 
in th\ NaUonal Electrical and Fire Codes to cteatd t1tol)ef tx,lldes rot the ~lectrical lttdustty. 

SEC1'10ti 3; Again, as '" sectiott one, 1 oppose nppretttices wotklt1g Without ptopet supervislott on the 
Job. 

SEC:J'JON ~ - lIEM Sa Employees of a hiauufactuted bwfdlttg ot modutat uruts woutd at so be 
allowed to tomplete wiring efthet ht a comttt~rola! or t~sldettllst appHttHlott. 

Safety f s the nutnbet one cottcetn of Hcetlsed ,electtldah$1 To foHow sttfety ttteasures ptoperty1 IUi 
ltttUviduat heeds to be a war~ or pro bf ems attd soluUott~ t>( atty eieottlcal appHcatitHt Att tttdlvfdual that 
does tiot UJldefstattd eteotricaJ theoJ}' or j1tui;et tedttilqut! cllttttot ootrt~lete a quality ~tujeot' with t,topet 
workmattshJp, 

H1tvlng a 11Jack•of-atl trades11 f ndJvf dual create a11 eleotdcat uetwotk In a slructui·e wctutd t1ol only he 
substandard, but could be a hazard to the end consutttet. 

' I 

Safety Js again the backbo~ to out industry, let's ttol Jeopntdfte the seourJty of family ahd friehds, 



' ..... 

~ECTION 6 #• SUDSECTION t: All members of the State Elcctricnl Board must resign each four
year term of the governor. 

This section would leave an entire new board~ with no past experience for board policies or direction for 
the s1n1e Electrical Office. 

There should be a continuous rotation of members, with every board member serving n three-year term. 
I foel with t.h! entire board being replacctl every four ycars1 a void period of policy making would be 
evident and new ideas for improvement would be limited. 



.. .. 
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School cuts worry Minot parents 
MINOT (Al') - Pnrentc; here ore worried about lilt~ i111pilcl uf 

school hudg~t cuts. 
Offlduls say the Mi11ot Public Sellout District must cut $1.7 mU

llon from next year's budget, whkh could inca11 dismissing m 
many as 3G teachers, IO secretaries, custodin11s nml te1H.:hP1s 
aides, nn<l closl11g on elementary school. 

Superintenucnt Hlclrnrd l.mson nlso suggested an l11t·1L1HSl' in 
ch1ss sizes. I le suggested the dlstrlcf try for n target of 21 stude11ts 
111 klndergnrtcn through third g1ndc and 26 students in grndl\S four 
through six. 

Hundy Knutson said he would lcuvc if his so11's clc111c11tary rluss 
has more tlwn :w students in ii rwxt yenr. 

"I don't think they've got t'11ough IL1Hdiern rigltt now/ K11tIIson 
snld. 

"Some of tlwsc spcclnl cd kids men'! ge11i11g tl11i full 1111c•nt1011 
they need!' 

K11utso11 sukl his son, u fourth-grader, needs a 101 or 0I1t'•<II1-
:: one atte11tlon to help him leurn. 

Fargo looks at soybean-based fuel 
FAllGO (AP)~ This city Is p111tlr1g Its garbage trucks nn u vege-

tnrhm diet. . 
F11tgo offklnls nre exploring the use of a n fuel 11wdL• lllnl11ly 

from soybcu11 oll. 
"'. Bockers of the /Hoject suy It meuns less poll111io11. Castwl 

observers also soy t 1c exhaust smells llke frcnch fries. 
11 The (gurbnge workers) nre going to he hungry nll the 1lrnr," 

" Joketl Tim nmlermachcr, who lrns worked 011 tlw pm)l'tl ns a 
... 11ie111her of the North D11kot11 Soyl>cnn Council. 

Hadermnchcr snld severnl cities huvc exfwri111e11lt·d with 
, lllodiescl fuel - l11dudlng Ml1111e11polls and S bux Fulls, S.!J. ·
;~: and the fuel has received fovornble reviews, Alllluugh h(odll'sl'I 
,,. costs nhout u pe1111y 111ore per gallon th@ petmlcu111.dleHt1I. its 
~; bencnts nrn lo11g-ten11, supporters sny. 
~ l 

' 
i; Electrical wiring blamed In fire 
Zi JI\MfJSTOWN (Afl) - Flrr. offlclnlii s11v t!IPctrlrnl wld11g wns tilt• 
: ', uppnrnnt cu use of n fl1l1 tlwt dnn111ged ilw l\lt•Ald Tllrlll Shoppl' 
, , hnrc Inst 'l\wsdnY., 
.j, "Sotne 11rnk11shlft elcctrlcnl wiring Is sus1wcwt1 of ovt•1he11l111g 
c' tltld lg11itln~ some 11enrbf cumhustlllhis," snld l1111w!-llow11 Plrt• 

Chlcf13ert C,rny. 
t·' l)lck Gulglc, the owner of the building llrnl houst'd thl1 1hrll'I 

Rion~, snld the wil'lng In question wus 11m:k 11~111!11~ thut llud hee11 
· · mounted on o wnll ln the front of the bulldl11g lo llluml11111V d!sg, pluys, 

Arc-Aid Thrift Shoppe mnnngrr Dmrl'II SclwlskP has l11spucted 
th~ htrlldlng nnd begun llw clenllll!). 



HB 1227 

Chaimrnn Klein and other members of the Government and Veterans Affairs Committee. 

My Name is Eugene Cross. I am representing the ND Electrical Contractors Association. I am 
also the Master member on the State Electrical Board. 

The concerns that the ND Electrical Contractors Association has with the proposed changes 
include: 

43-09-02 
In changing the makeup of the board by ndding another consumer at large and removing 
an existing member of a investor owned utility or rural electric coop, The contractors 
and electrical engineers work with the different power suppliers all the time. The 
contractors need to keep this member on the North Dakota State Electrical Board. 

2 43-09-13. I and 43-09· I 8 
The language thut is being proposed regarding supervision of apprentices, needs to stay 
as is. The apprentices that work for us are learning a trade. The safety and training they 
receive is ongoing during their four years of apprenticeship is needed so they can 
properly prepare for their journeyman test. There arc many di ffcrent types of electrical 
work being done in ND, from installing wiring ft1r an apartment house to installation of 
equipment for grain elevators, each requires a difforcnt type of construction as well as 
code requirements. The contractors arc responsible for all work that is being done. If 
something happens on the job without supervision, that contractor is also liable. 

We have reciprocal licensing agreements with 11 states that have similar rules to that of 
ND. If we change the requirements of direct supervision, we may lose reciprocity with 
those other stntes. 

3 43-09 .. 16 
In allowing unqualified persons of manufactured housing to install electrical, there would 
not be any qunliftcation requirements for these installers, this becomes u safety i!>sue. We 
as contractors need to have our work inspected to assure it meets the standards of the 
Natlonal nnd State Electricnl codes. Who is going to be responsible for this modulnr 
housing electricnl work when it leaves the plant? The State of North Dakota has very 
excellent and qualified electrical contractors, journeyman electricians and qualified 
electricnl state and local inspectors. What is the cost of doing the work the right way and 
the safe way? 



4 Section 6 Amendment. 
The members of the board are currently appointed to a 5~ year tenn. The terms are 
staggered so the current Governor will appoint a new member to the bourd every yenr. To 
have 5 new members appointed every four years would eliminate the experience and 
consistency the board now utilizes in its practices and decisions that it makes to ensure 
the safety to persons and property of the state of North Dakota. 

In closing, the North Dakota State Electrical Board was created on March 31 1917. This board is 
committed to the electrical industry, for the electricians and the people of North Dakota with 
safety always a priority. I have received comments from various members of the ND 
Contractors Association and they feel there is nothing wrong with how the North Dakota State 
Electrical Board is structured nor the state standards that it enforces. Their opinion is, 11if it's not 
broke, why fix it. 0 

For these reasons, I would ask that you defeat this hill. 

Thank you tor your time and consideration, 



.J' 

' D 720 WESTERN AVENUE p O 809 BASIN AVENUE 
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February 1, 2001 

Chainnan Matthew M. Klein and Committee Members 
House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
North Dakota House of Representatives 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505 

RE: House Bill 1227 

Dear Chairman Klein and Committee Members: 

This correspondence will serve to summarize my testimony this date, 

The foremost goal in the electrical industry is succinctly stated in the Introduction of the Nationul 
Electrical Code: 11 

........ the practical safeguarding of persons and property from hazards arising from 
the use of electricity," 

Similar to state and federal governments' judicial, executive, and legislative branches, the electrical 
industry has a system of checks and balances in place too: Design, insta11ation, and inspection, ull 
striving to promote the safe use of electricity. 

House Bill 1227 strongly undercuts the mission of one of these entities: North Dakota State Electrical 
Board's inspections. 

h1 this day and age of technology, a board charged with "the practical sufegunrding of pcrso11s and 
property, ....... " needs to maintnin n "cutting-edge" philosophy, striking a balunce between new 
technology, pmven methods, nnd (above all) electrical safety, 

No purpose is served by further diluting the technological base of the State Electrical Board, by adding 
another consumer member at the expense of the power-generation industry, This is not in the best 
interest of the North Dakota population, Instead of adding u11other consumer member, perhaps the 
Legislature should consider auding a sent for a Professional Engineer, the same as the State Plumbing 
Board with their seated Professional Engin.eer member. 

Also, no purpose is served by further diluting of the continuity of the State Electrical Board through 
mass resignation every four years. This, too, is not in the best interest of the North Dakota populntion. 
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For 27 yeurs I have had contact with the State Electrical Board, in cs1pacitics us vuric<l as apprentice, 
journeyman, and muster electrician licensee, apprenticeship training instructor, contractor employee, 
and (for the last 2~ years) a professional design engineer llnd owner. 

My observation, bused on these varied experiences, indicates the Bourd und its employees arc 
dedicated to the best interests of the people they serve: the North Dakotu population. 

I urge yoll to consider all aspects nnd ramifications of this bill, nnd issue u DO NOT PASS 

recommendation, 

I am available at your convenience by phone, fax, or e-mail, to answer uny quc~tions. 

Sincerely, 

Prairie Engineering, P.C. 

~ Dockter, P.E. 
North Dakota Professional Engineer #PE2315 
North Dakota Master Electrician # 1160 
e-mail 12.eit.t:1&@btiiate.com 

GRD/gd 



Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 

Honorable Matt Klein • Chairmen 
Bette Grande •Vice Chairman 
C.8.Haaa Larry Klemln 
Byron Clark Tom Brusegaard 
Jim Kasper Lonny Winrich 
BIii Devlin Ralph Metcalf 
Larry Bellew Audrey Cleary 
Ray Wlkenhelser Bob Hunskor 
Lisa Meler 

As a past board member of the NDSEB (North Dakota State Electrlcal Board) I 
am using this communlr.P:tcions medium to register my opposition to HB 1227. 
I am opposed to the proposed removal of the word PERSONAL In sections 
43-09·01 ,43-09-13-1 and 43•09-18. 

Presently the state of North Dakota has a requirement that a licensed electrlcal 
contractor working within our state provide a ratio of apprentices to journeymen 
electrlclans on Job sites at all times. This requirement provides residents of North 
Dakota a wiring lnstallatlon that meets state and natlonal electric code$. 

An advantage arpears to be given to out of state contractors working In North 
Dakota, As It Is not stated where the llcensed contractor need be working I a 
contractor could be working In another state and have only apprentices on a 
North Dakota job site and yet be In compliance. 

Enforcement of t11is proposal is very dlfflcult If not Impossible, 

We are to be concerned for the safety of those we serve that being tt1e residents of 
North Dakota. 

As a retired Northern States Power employee and past board member of the 
NDSEB I am opposed to changes as identified as Section 2 Amendment Section 
43-09-02 and Section 6 Amendment. Subsection 1 of section 54-07-01.2 In 
H81227 

The success of this well run board has been two things, Its members and what each of 
them brought to the bimonthly meetings from the groups they represented and their 
terms of office which allowed for continuity of policy administration. 

Suggesting that either the rural electric cooperative or investor owner utility have only 
one representative on the board Indicates a segment of the industry Is to be left out of 
the decision making process. Taking away one of those voices that electrlclans use on 
a dally basis Is not advantageous to the electrical industry. 



The proposal to change the terms of office does nothing for the state of North Dakota 
but provide for an Ineffective board spending a great deal of time trying to become 
famlllar with the many activities of the NDSEB. I would request you to leave term of 
office as It now exists. 

I also oppose Section 43-09-16 proposed paragraph 5 relating to manufactured 
buildings or modular bulldlngs. 

The proposal of NOT requiring a licensed electrician for the wiring of modular units; that 
being apartment, motels, single family dwellings or manufactured buildings Including 
steel storage structures allows these contractors the opportunity for anyone in their 
employment to make electrical Installations and so doing without electrical supervision. 
Is this the me'lsage that anyone can wire these buildings? 

Electrical safety should not be taken for granted. Allowing a proposal to pass creates 
problems for not only the NOSES but for the residents of our state who own these 
structures, Where do they go for problem resolution? 

I Thank you and the Government and Veterans Affairs Committee for the opportunity to 
express my views on HB1227. 

Sincerely, 
John Knudson 
3720 Cherry Street A-3 
Grand Forks NO 58201 
701-772-5039 
knudx2@aol.com 
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JJOtJSR BILL NO 1227 

l Im rcqur.;.itins a DO NOT p,u:i action on this lcslalation for rho following ru:1s~~n11 

h~rn No. t - Stdki11ij lli1o: wvrJ "jNt ~v111il 11 on line 9 ,:111d the words 11onl,;-'' :rnd "pcrso11nl 11 

in 43-09" l ).1 would bci a Mcp l,ackwm<l fvl' lhc cli,;clii'-iw i111.lu~hy 

For the last ten years the buildmg industry hAij been awnrc of n pcndinb shortngl? of 
()Ul\llfie<l crafhmcn. The wo.y to nchio..,·o the required trn11u11g ii:. with i\ cvml>1nat1<.>11 of 
clas5room and on•thc•job training. 

It' tm individual is not personally directed us to tho pro~or installation mu1hods of un 
clcc1ricnl system, 011 injll!itice is beirig dom, to l>olh the apprentice and tu th" futuro of tho 
imh1~try 

1s this the mossosc the North Dokoln Stnto Logial~turo •,•,•nnta to c~nd, th.it we an• wi!Hns 
tu sa,;.rin,~ c,ur H,p\il«tivn ;..s h;.vlng" gc,od qualifkd v.crkfcrcc (n t~idcr to need the 
i11Ju slry wil h ,.wi, "i11~u ~c• -,vuu'-17 

Item No. 2 - ,Jj.(19-lti.S .,. 
At present tile only c.~ccpt.ion to license requirements would bo for public utilities, 
lcicphono compimios nnd cord-connected applia11<.:es «nd manufoctuong c<11111.mio1H. Jn 
tht,se ~X¢Cpt1ons all \llectrical installations a,~ 011 equipment undor solo control of the 
hl$rntler. 

Th~ n~w ~,a~optinn woulrl allow buildings to~~ wired by non~licensed, u11supe1visctl 
-el~tridans. This W('1J\rl p11t thr. er.m,rnl p11hlic at d~k, hoth upon entering or owniny 
theee fo~iUt!~l',. The prn~tka\ ~nft?!:,l\lardh\g of p~r~l)t\~ !)JV! prr1p1>1ty i;hn11lri nnt he t;\kc11 
Ughdy. 

f f()Ol No. 3 - Sc;,vc,uu 6 Amondmvnt 
By caUmg for the resignation of an board mt:mbcr~ ti{ ,he t!ut.i uf u Guvv, uu1 ':i it:,,.,, ii 
would put the Stiite of North Dakota rn n precarious position. The board 1rnt~ds 

continuity. ff afl mQmbers arc chnnsed every four )'ears, t.he bo1m.i woulci haVt- ro rciy too 
much on the executive director. This would take control of the Elcctr;'"!:tl Honrc1 away 
from the Govemor' s office and ph\cc it in the hands of an individual 
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FEBRUARY 1, 2001 

m~~6V~~~~~~-~-~~~-~~:~--~OMMI~~----·--···-··-· 
CHAIRMAN KLEIN AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

My name Is Courtney Koebele. I'm appearing here today as a Special Assistant 
Attorney General for the North Dakota State Eloctrlcal Board. The board was created 
by the 1917 Legislature and given jurisdiction over all electrical Installations In the state 
to protect the health and i;afety of North Dakotans. None of the four major changes 
made to the board by this bill Increase safety, and two of the changes seriously lessen 
protections available to North Dakotans. 

First, this bill takes out the requirement of personal supervision of an apprentice 
electrlcla11. As others with more technical expertise have testified, this Is essential to an 
apprentice's education. Without It, an apprentice could work eight, ten or more hours a 
day with no Input from someone with electrical experlonce. This Is certainly not In the 
bfst Interests of the health and safety of North Dakotans. 

Second, HB 1227 drastically changes the board's makeup for no apparent 
reason by adding another consumer member. The board currently consists of five 
members appointed by the governor for five year terms, with one term expiring each 
year. One member Is a master electrician and contractor, one Is a journeyman 
electrician, one Is associated with an lnvastor owned utility, one is a consumer member 
of a rural electrical cooperative, and one represents the public and Is not directly 
associated with the electrical Industry. 

HB 1227 combines the Investor owned utility and rural electric representative 
positions, and adds another consumer representative. This could leave the board with 
just two members with electrical Industry experience, thus seriously depleting the 
electrical expertise available to the board. This five member l?oard could have three 
consumer members, a far bigger ratio than any other state occupational ond 
professional board. Having a majority of a licensing board be non-licensees would be 
count.er productive to efficient operation of the board. The expt\rtise of licensed 
electricians and those In the electrical industry Is very important to the board, The wide 
variety of the board's current membership provides sufficient protection for North 
Dakota citizens. 

Third, this bill adds another exception to the basic requirement tha1 all electrical 
work in the state be done by licensed electricians. The current four exceptions all take 
care to protect the safety of North Dakotans. The first exception is for employees of 
public utilities engaged In the manufacture and distribution of electrical energy. This 
does not Involve any work product exposed to the public. In addition, these employees 
are trained in this specific area of expertise. The second exception is for employees of 
a company that operates telephone and radio systems on the premises where the 
installations are made for use exclusively for the transmission of telephone and radio 
signals. Again, this has no direct consumer contact. 

(OVER) 
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The third excoption Involves lnstulllng household appliances to existing eloctrical 
receptacles that were Installed by lice1 ,sed electricians and already Inspected by a stato 
t:1spector. The fourth exception Involves wiring solely on Industrial machinery usod by 
the firm Itself, which Is approved by a registered professional engineer who Issued a 
state approved evaluation to be kept with the equipment. Again, no direct consumer 
contact. 

The exceptions proposed In HB 1227 offers none of these protections. The 
requirement that It comply with Section 43 .. 09-21 only means that the building ltsolf must 
pass state Inspection. This exception would allow for no safety checks for the actual 
manufactured buildings units produced by North Dakota firms. It would take only one 
fire to place a bad name on a North Dakota product. Electrical wirlno for buildings or 
homes Is lmpo11ant. ihat Is why we have licensed electricians do t.he work. Why 
should manufactured buildings be held to a lower safety standard? 

Fourth, this bill places the electrlcal board with other boards whose members 
must be considered to have resigned effective the first day of a new Governor's term. 
By and large, with a few exceptions, the other boards listed In Section 54-07-01.2 are 
policy-making boards. It makes sense to allow a new Governor the opportunity to 
change these boards right away. However, In the case of the electrical board, policy has 
very little to do with Its day-to-day operations a11d responslbllltles. The board follows the 
state law as set forth by the legislature. The board Is charged with the responsibility of 
licensing. Therefore, allowing the governor to change Its makeup Is not only not 
essential, but It Is actually detrimental to the board. It is very Important for the electrical 
board to have continuity and experience In administering the electrical rules and 
regulations. 

We urge a DO NOT PASS recommendation from this committee on HB 1227. If 
you have any questions, I will be happy to try to answer them. THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION. 



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HB 1227 

Page 1, line 9, remove the overstrike over "pereonaf' 

Page 1, line 13, overstrike "flve11 and Insert Immediately thereafter "~it 

Page 1, line 17, remove 11filld 11 

Page 1, line 18, replace UQI" with "filld" 

Page?, line 4, remove the overstrike over "only" and remove the overstrike over 
11personal" 

Page 2, remove lines 28 through 30 

Page 3, line 5, remove the overstrike over "personal" 

Page 4, line 2, remove "IhsL§ffl.t~ electrkalb.Qfild.
11 

Page 4, line 3, remove"~" 

Page 4, line 4, remove the overstrike over ·'a/ and remove 
11t/ 

Page 4, line 5, remove the overstrike over 'l·" and remove 
11

~

11 

Page 4, line 6, remove the overstrike over "u-;" an<.1 remove "v." 

Page 4, line 7, remove the overstrike over "v.'' and remove "'f:L.
11 

Page 4, line 8, remove the overstrike over "w/ and remove "x." . 
Page 4, line 9, remove the overstrike over 11*-" and removo "y_/ 

Page 4, line 10, remove the overstrike over "y-:'' and remove "z." 

Renumber accordingly 


